









TRAVELS 


TO DISCOVER 

THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 

BOOK V. 


ACCOUNT OF MY JOURNEY FROM MASUAH TO GONDAR— 
TRANSACTIONS THERE—MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE 
ABYS5JNIANS. 


CHAP. I. 

TranfaBions at Mafuah and Arlceks, 

M ASUAH, which means the poft or harbour of tin 
Shepherds, is a fmali ifland immediately on the Abyf- 
finian fliore, having an excellent harbour, and water deep 
enough for fliips of any fize to the very edge of the ifland: 
here they may ride iri the utmofl lecurity, from whatever 
point, or with whatever degree of Arength, the wind blows. 
As it takes its modern, fo it received its ancient name from 
its harbour. It was called by the Greeks ScbaJHeum Os , from 
Vol. III. A the 
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the capacity of its port, which is diftributed into three divi- 
lions. The illand itfelf is very fmall, fcarce three quarters 
of a mile in length, and about half that in breadth, one- 
third occupied by houfes, one by citterns to receive tilt 
rain-water, and the laft is referved for burying the dead. 

Masu.mi, as we have already obferved, was one of thofe 
towns on the weft of the Red Sea that followed the con- 
queft of Arabia Felix by Sinan Baiba, under Selim emperor 
of Conftantinople. At that time it was a place of great com¬ 
merce, poffefling a lhase of the Indian trade in common 
with the other ports of the Red Sea near the mouth of the 
Indian Ocean. It had a confidcrable quantity of exports 
brought to it from a great trafl of mountainous country 
behind it, in all ages very unhofpkable, and almoil inac- 
ccflible to Grangers. Gold and ivory, elephants and buffa¬ 
loes hides, and, above all, llavcs, of much greater value, as 
being more fought after for their perl’onal qualities than 
any other fort, who had the misfortune to be reduced to 
that condition, made the principal articles of exportation 
from this port. Pearls, conhdcrable for lize, water, or colour, 
were found all aloug its coafh The great convenience of 
commodious riding for vcfTcls, joined to theft* valuable ar¬ 
ticles of trade,, had overcome the inconvenience of want of 
water, the principal neccffarv of life, to which it had been 
fubjcctcd from its creation. 

Masuah continued a place of much refart as long as com¬ 
merce llourilhed, but it fell into obfeurity very fuddcnly 
under the oppreflion of the Turks, who put the fmifliing- 
hand to the ruin of the India trade in the Red Sea, begun 
ic-me years before by the difeoverv of the Cape of Good 

Hope., 
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Hope, aad the fettlcmcnts made by the Portuguefe on the 
continent of India. 

The firft government of Mafuah under the Turks was b\ 
a baftia fent from Conftantinople, and from thence, for a 
time, the conqueft.of Abyffinia was attempted, always with 
great confidence, though never with any degree of fuccefs; 
fo that, lofing its value as a garrifon, and, at the fame time, 
as a place of trade, it was thought no longer worth while 
to keep up fo expenfive an eftabliffiment as that of a ba- 
fiialik. 

The principal auxiliary, when the Turks conquered the 
place, was a tribe of Mahometans called Belowce, fliepherds 
inhabiting the coaft of the Red Sea under the mountains 
of the Habab, about lat. 14 0 . In reward for this afliflancc, 
the Turks gave their chief the civil government of Ma¬ 
fuah and its territory, under the title of Naybe of Mafuah ; 
and, upon the balha’s being withdrawn, this office* 
remained in fad: fovereign of the place, though, to favc 
appearances, he held it of the grand iignior for an an¬ 
nual tribute, upon receiving a firman from the Ottoman 
Porte. 

The body of Janizaries, once eftablifhed there in garrifon, 
were left in the illand, .and their pay continued to them 
from Conftantinopie. Thcfe marrying the women of the 
« ountry, their children fuccecdcd them in their place and 
pav as Janizaries ; but being how, by their intermarriages. 
Moors, and natives of Mafuah, they became of courfc rela¬ 
tions to each other, a.nd always fubjed to the influence of 
the Navbc. 

* • * 
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The ftaybe finding the graft Pittance He was from his 
prote&ors, the Turks in Arabia, on the other fide bf the Red* 
Sea, whofe garrifons were every day decaying in ftrength, 
arid for the irioft part reduced 1 '; fenfiblc, tori, how much he 
was in the power 6f the Abyfiinians, his enemies and neared 
neighbours, began to think that it was better to fecurc him- 
felf at home, by making fome. advances to thofe in whofe 
poWfer he was. Accordingly it Was agreed between theiri, 
that one half of the ctiftoms fhould be paid by him to the 
king of Abyflinia, who was to fuffer him to enjoy his go¬ 
vernment unmolefted ; for Mafuali, as I have before faid, 
is abfolutely deftitute o‘f water; neither can it be fupplied 
with any fort of provifions but from the mountainous coun¬ 
try of Abyflinia. 

The fame may be faid of Arkeek'o, a large town on the 
bottom of the bay of Mafuah, which has indeed water, 
but labours under the fame fcarcity of provifions; for the trafr 
of flat land behind both, called Samhar, is a perfect defert, 
and only inhabited from the month of November to April, 
by a variety of wandering tribes called Tora, Hazorta, Shiho, 
and Doba, and thefe carry all $ieir cattle to the Abyflinian 
fide of the mountains ‘when the rains fall there, which is 
the oppofite fix months. When the feafon is thus reverfed, 
they and their cattle are no longer in Samhar, or the domi¬ 
nion of theNaybe,but in the hands of theAbyflinians,efpc- 
cially the governor of Tigre and Bahafnagafh, who there¬ 
by, without being at the expence and trouble of marching 
againft Mafuah with an army, cab make a line round it, 
and ftarve all at Arkeeko arid Mafuah, by prohibiting any 
fort of provifions to be carried thither from their fide. In 
the courfc of this hiftory we have fecn this praflifed with 

great 
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great fuccefs more than once, cfpecially again ft the Naybe 
Muia in the reign of Yafous I. 

The ffiendfhip of Abyflrniaonce fecured, and the power 
fcf the Turks declining daily in Arabia, the Naybe began 
by degrees to withdraw himfelf from paying tribute at all 
to the bafha of Jidda, to whofe government his had been 
annexed by the parte. He therefore received the firman as a 
mere form,and returned trifling preFents,but no tribute; and 
in troublefome times, or a weak.gDvernment happening in 
Tigre, he withdrew himfelf equally from paying any con- 
fuleration, either to the bafhain name of tribute, of to the 
king of Abyflinia, as fhare of the cuftoms. This was pre¬ 
cisely his lituation when I arrived in Abyflinia. A great re¬ 
volution,as we have already feen, had happened in that king¬ 
dom, of which Michael had been the principal author. 
When he was called to Gondar and made minifter there, 
Tigre remained drained of troops, and without a governor. 

Nor was the new king, Hatze Haanes, whom Michael 
had placed upon the throne after the murder of Joas his 
predeceflbr, a man likely to infufe vigour into the new go¬ 
vernment. Hannes was paft Seventy at his acecflion, and 
Michael his minifter lame, l'o as fcarcely to he able to lland, 
and within a few years of eighty. The Naybe, a man of about 
forty-eight, judged of the debility of the Abyftinian govern¬ 
ment by thole drcumftances, but in .this he wa* miilaken. 

Already Michael had intimated to him, that, the next 
campaign, he would lay wafte Arkccko and Mafuah, till 
fhey fliould be as defert as the wilds of Samhar; and as he 
had been all his life very remarkable for keeping his promi- 
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fes of this kind, the ftranger merchants had many oi them 
fled to Arabia, and others to Dobarwa *, a large town in the 
territories of the Baharnagafh. Notwithftanding this, the 
Nay be had not Ihewn any public mark of fear, nor fent one 
penny either to the king of Abyfjinia or the balha of 
Jidda. 

Ok the other hand, the bafha was not indifferent to his 
ownintereft; and, to bring about the. payment, He ^ had 
made an agreement with an ofliccr of great credit with the 
Shcrriflfe of Mecca. This man was originally an Abyflinian 
flavc, his name Metical Aga, who by his addrefs had raifed 
himfelf to the poft of Sclidlar, or fword-bcarcr , to the Sher- 
riffe; and, in faft, he was abfolntc in a\\ his dominions. 
He was, moreover, a great friend of Michael governor of 
Tigrc, and had fupplied him with large Hares of arms 

and ammunition, for his iafl campaign againft the king at 
Gondar. 

The bafha had employed Metical Aga to inform Mi¬ 
chael of the treatment he had received from the Naybe, de¬ 
firing his afliftance to force him to pay the tribute, and at 
the fame time intimated to the Naybe, that he not only had 
done fo, but the very next year would give orders through¬ 
out Arabia to arreft the goods and perfons of fuch Maho¬ 
metan merchants as fhould come to Arabia, either from 
motives of religion or trade. With this mcfliige he had 
fent the firman from Conftantinople, defiring the return 
both of tribute and prefents. 

Maho- 


Suppofcd from its same to have been formerly the capital of the Dobas. 
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Mahomet Gibberti, Metical Aga’s fervant, had come in 

the boat with me; but Abdelcader, who carried the mef- 

fage and firman, and who was governor of the iiland of Du- 

halac, had failed at (S fame time with me, and had been 

* 

Qfcctator of the honour which was paid my Ihip when Hie 
left the harbour of Jidda. 

Running ftraight ol^er td Mafuah, Abdelcader had pro¬ 
claimed what he had feen with great exaggeration, accord¬ 
ing to the cuftom of his country ; and reported that a prince 
was coming, a very near relation to the king of England, 
who was no trader, but came only to vifit countries and 
people. 

It was many times, and oft agitated (as we knew after¬ 
wards) between the Naybe and his counfellors,'what was 
to be done with this prince. Some were for the moft expe¬ 
ditious, and what has long been the moft cuftomary me¬ 
thod of treating ftrangers in Matuah, to put them to death, 
and divide every thing they had among the garrifon. O- 
ihers infilled, that they fhould ftav and lcc what letters I had 
from Arabia to Abvllinia, left this might prove an addition 
to the ftorm juft ready to break upon them on the part of 
Metical A.ira and Michael Suhul. 

But Achmet, the Naybe’s nephew, faid, it was folly to 
doubt but that a man, under the defeription I was, would 
have protections of every kind; but whether f had or nor, 
that my very rank fhould protect me in every place where 
there was any government whatever; it might do even a- 
mong banditti and thieves inhabiting woods ami mountains; 
that a iufiicicnt quantity of ftrangers blood had been al- 

i read ■*' 
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ready ffied at Mafuah, for the purpofe of rapine, and he be¬ 
lieved a curfe and poverty had followed it; that it was im- 
poffible for thofe who had heard the firing of thofc £hips to 
conjecture whether I had letters to Ahyffiaia or not; that it 
would be better to confider whether I was held in eileezn 
by the captains of thofe (hips, as half of the guns they fired 
in compliment to me, was fufficient to deftroy them all, and 
lay Arkeeko and Mafuah as defolate as Michael Suhul had 
threatned to do; nor could that vengeance coft any of the 
fliips, coming next year to Jidda,.a day’s failing out of their 
way; and there being plenty of water when they reached 
Arkeeko at the fouth-weft of the bay, all this deftrudion 
might be effected in one afternoon, and repeated once a*- 
year without difficulty, danger, orcxpence, while they were 
watering. 

• * 

Achmet, therefore, declared it was his refoJution that I 
fhould be received with marks of confideration, till upon 
jnfpeCting my letters, and converfing with me, they might 
ice what fort of rnan I was* and upon what errand I was 
come; but even if I was a trader, and no prieft or Frank, 
fuch as came to difturb the peace of the country, he would 
not then confent to any perfonal injury being done me ; if 
I was indeed a prieft, or one of thofe Franks, Gtbamim, they 
might fend me to hell if they chofe ; but he, for his parr, 
would mot, even then have any thing to do with it. 

Before our veflel appeared, they came to thefc conclu- 
fions ; and though I have fuppofed that hoifting the colours 
And falutiug me with guns^ad brought me into this dan¬ 
ger, on the other hand it may be laid, perhaps with greater 

j'eaibu, 
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reafon, they were the means Providence kindly ufed to favc 
my life in that flaughter-houfe of ftrangcrs. 

Achmet’s father had been Naybe before, and, of courfe, 
the fovercignty, tipon the prefent incumbent’s death, was to 
devolve on him. And what made this lefs invidious, the 
fons of the prefent Naybe had all been fwept away by the 
fmall-pox; fo that Achmet was really, at any rate, to be con- 
fideredas his fon and fucceflor. Add to this, the Naybe ha ' 
received a flroke of the palfy, which deprived him of the uie 
of one of his fides, and greatly impeded his a&ivity, unlcfs 
in his fehemes of doing ill; but I could not perceive, when 
intending mifehief, that he laboured under any infirmity. 
All this gave Achmet fovereign influence, and it was there¬ 
fore agreed the refl fhould be only fpedatovs, and that ray 
fate fhould be left to him. 

Achmet was about twenty-five years of age, or perhaps 
\ oungcr; his flaturc near five-feet four; he was feebly made, 
a little bent forward or ftooping, thin, long-faced, long-neck¬ 
ed; fmall,but tolerably well-limbed,agile and active enough 
in his motions, though of a figure by no means athletic; 
lie had a broad forehead, thick black eye-brows, black eyes, 
an aquiline nofc, thin lips, and fine teeth; and, what is very 
rare in that country, and much dcfircd,a thick curled beard. 
This man was known to be very brave in hi.s perfon, blit 
exceedingly prone to anger. A near relation to the lJahar- 
nagafh having faid fomething impertinent to him while he 
was altering the pin of his tent, which his lervant had not 
placed to his mind, in a paflion he flruck the Abyflinian 
with a wooden mallet, and killed him on the fpot and al¬ 
though this was in the Abyflinian territory, by get.in.g 

Vol. Ill, B nimbly 
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nimbly on horfeback, he arrived at Arkeeko without being 
intercepted, though clofely purfued almoft to the town. 


It was the 19th of September 1769 when we arrived atMa- 
fuah, very much tired of the fea, and defirous to land. But, 
as it was evening, I thought it advifeable to deep on board 
all night, that we might have a whole day (as the firft is 
always a bufy one) before us, and receive in the night any 
intelligence from friends, who might not choofe to venture 
to come openly to fee us in the day, at lead before the de¬ 
termination of the Nay be had been heard concerning us. 


Mahomet Gibbeuti, a man whom we had pcrfeXly fc- 

cured, and who was fully inftruXed in our fufpicions as to 

the Naybe, and the manner we had refolved to behave to 

him, went aihorc that evening; and, being liimfeif an Abyf. 

linian, having connexions in Mafuah, dil’patched that fame 

night to Adowa, capital of Tigre, tliofe letters which l knew 

were to be of the greatefl importance; giving our friend 

Janni (a Greek, confidential fervant of Michael governor 

“' vi<;c " ut "ere arrived, had letters'^ Mcti- 

; , Afil ? thc Na >' be and Michael; asalfoGreek letter, 
eo him from the Greek natrhrrh r• • , Itttcrs 

that we were friends of Metical Aga, l.a.l lc „ crs 
the king and the Has, anddillrulled the Navi* of Mafuah. 

*'»« r r*ntmifliot» in the in- 
<iam, with all the funetuali,,- of an hone,l man, who was 

l.tulltul 
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faithful to the inftru&ions of his mailer, and was indepen¬ 
dent of every perfon clfe. He applied to Mahomet Adulai, 
(a perfon kept by Ras Michael as a fpy upon the Naybe, and 
in the fame character by Metical Aga); and Adulai, that 
very night, difpatched a trufty meflenger, with many of 
whom he was conilantly provided. This runner, charged 
with our difpatches, having a friend and correfpondcnt of 
his own among the Shiho, palfed, by ways bell known to 
liimfclf, and was ftfely efcorted by his own friends till the 
fifth day, when he arrived at the cuftomhoufc of Adowa, 
and there delivered our dilpatchcs'to our friend Janni. 

At Cairo, as I have already mentioned, l met with my 
friend father Chriflopher, who introduced me to the Greek 
patriarch, Mark. This patriarch had told me, that there 
were of his communion, to the number of about twenty, 
then in Abyflinia ; fome of them were good men and be¬ 
coming rich in the way of trade ; fome of them had lied 
from the feverity of the Turks, after having been dete&cd 
by them in intimacy with Mahometan women ; but all of 
them were in a great degree of credit at the court of Abyf- 
finia, and polfeHing places under government greatly be¬ 
yond his expectation. To thefe he wrote letters, in the man¬ 
ner of bulls from the pope, enjoining them, with regard to 
me, to obey his orders ftri&ly, the particulars of which 1 
fliall have occafion to fpcak of afterwards. 

Janni, then at Adowa in Tigre, was a man of the full 
character for good life and morals. He had ferved two 
kings of Abyflinia with great reputation, and Michael had 
appointed him to the cuftomhoufe at Adowa, to fu per in tend 
the affairs of the revenue there, while he himfclf was occu- 

B 2 pied 



15 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


pied at Gondar. To him the patriarch gave his firft injunc¬ 
tions as to watching tH? motives of the Naybe, and present¬ 
ing any ill-ufage from him, before the notice of my arrival 
at Mafuah lliould reach Abyffinia. 

Mahomet Adulai difpatched his meftenger, and Maho¬ 
met Gibberti repaired that fame night to the Naybe at Ar- 
keeko, with fuch diligence that lulled him afleep as to any 
prior intelligence, which otherwife he might have thought 
he waA charged to convey to Tigrfc; and Mahomet Gibberti, 
in his converfation that night with Achmet, adroitly con¬ 
firmed him in all the ideas he himfelf had firft darted in 
council witli the Naybe. He told him the manner I had 
been received at Jidda, my protection at Conllantinoplc, and 
the firman which I brought from the grand fignior, the 
power of my countrymen in the Red Sea and India, and my 
peri'onal friend {hip with Metical Aga. He moreover infinu- 
atccl, that the coafts of the Red Sea would be in a dangerous 
ituiacion it any tiling happened to me, as both the IherrilTe 
of Mecca and emperor of Condantinople would themfelecs, 
perhaps, not interfere, but would mod certainly confidcr the 
place, where fuch ditobediencc lliould be fhewn to their 
commands, as in a date of anarchy, and therefore to he a- 
bandoned to the juft corre&iun of the Englifh, if injured. 

On the 20th, a perfon came from Mahomet Gilberti to 
cc -due! \uC on fhore. The Naybe himfelf was It b at Ar- 
k v.k' , :;nc! Achmet therefore had come down to r teive the 
dtu.cs of the merchandife on board the vcflel which brought 
me. Tin ; were two elbow-chairs (Tt'rd in die middle of 
the uiarkct-piace. Achmet iai. on ..no cl thorn, while tin 

fevei J 
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levcral officers opened the bales and packages before him; 
the other chair on his left hand was empty. 

He was dreflcd all in white, in a long Banian habit 
of muflin, and a clofe-bodied frock reaching to his an¬ 
cles, much like the white frock and . petticoat the young 
children wear in England. This fpecies of drefs did not, 
in any way, fuit Achmet’s fliape or fize; but, it feems, he 
meant to be in gala. As foon as I came in fight of him, I 
doubled my pace: Mahomet Gibberti’s fervant whifpered 
to me, not to kifs his hand; which indeed I intended to 
have done. Achmet flood up, juft as I arrived within arm's 
length of him ; when wc touched each other’s hands, car¬ 
ried our fingers to our lips, then laid our hands amis our 
breaks : I pronounced the falutation of the inferior Sulum A!i~ 
rum! Peace be between us; to which he anfwcred immediate- 
J v, Jllann Salam! There is peace between us. He pointed in 
the chair, which I declined ; but he obliged me to fit down,. 

In thefe countries, the greater honour that is ihewn you .it 
firll meeting, the more confiderable prefent is expedeu. lie 
made a fign to bring coffee dired.lv, as the immediate of¬ 
fering of meat or drink is an afliirance your life is not in 
danger. He began with an air that feemed rather l'erious: 
“ We have expected you here fome time ago, but thought 
you had changed your mind, and was gone to India." — 
“ y- ice failing from Jidda, I have been in Arabia Felix, the 
Culfof Mocha, andcrofTod lafl fromLolicia.”—“Arc you r n 
afrahl,” laid lie, “ lb thinly attended, to venture upon them 
lc-. dangerous voyages .?”— 1 The countries where I 

h tvc been are either fubjed to the empt M or of Conllaivi- 
Uuple, whuiC firman 1 have now the honour to preieur joy. 


or 
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or to tlic regency of Cairo, and port of Janizaries—here 
are their letters—or to the lherriffe of Mecca. To you. Sir, I 
prefent the fherrifle’s letters; and, befides thefe, one from 
Metigal Aga your friend, who, depending on your character, 
allured me this alone would be fufficient to preferve me 
from ill-ufage fo long as I did no wrong: as for the dan¬ 
gers of the road from banditti and lawlcfs perfons, my fcr- 
vants arc indeed few, but they are veteran foldiers, tried 
and excrcifed from their infancy in arms, and I.value not the 
fuperior number of cowardly and diforderly perfons.” 

• 

He then returned me the letters, faying, “ You will give 
thefe to the Naybc to-morrow ; I will keep Metical’s letter, 
as it is to me, and will read it at home.” He put it accord¬ 
ingly in his bofom; and our coffee being done, 1 rofe to take 
my leave, and was prefently wet to the lkin by deluges of 
orange flower-water fhowered upon me from the right and 
left, by two of his attendants, from diver bottles. 

A very decent houfc had been provided ; and I had no 
fooncr entered, than a large dinner was fent us by Achmct, 
with a profufion of lemons, and good frcfli water, now be¬ 
come one of the greateft delicacies in life ; and, inflantlv 
after, our baggage was all fent unopened; with which I 
was very well-pleafed, being afraid they might break fomc- 
thing in my clock, telefcopes,.or quadrant, by the violent 
manner in which they fatisfy their curioflty. 

Late at night I received a vifit from Achmct; lie was 
then in an undrcfs,his body quite naked, a barracan thrown 
loofely about him; he had a pair of calico drawers; a white 
coul, or cotton cap, upon his head, and had no fort of 

3 arms 
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arms whatever. I rofe up to meet him, and thank him for 
his civility in fending my baggage; and when I obferved, 
befides, that it was my duty to wait upon him, rather than 
fuffer him to give himfelf this trouble, he took me by the 
hand, and we fat down on two cufhions together. 

“ All that you mentioned,” faid he, “ is perfectly good and 
well; but there are queftions that I am going to afk you 
which arc of cohfequence to yourfelf. When you arrived 
at Jidda, we heard it was a great man, a fon or brother of a 
king, going to India. This was communicated to me, and 
to the Naybe, by people that faw every day the refpedt paid 
to you by the captains of the fhips at Jidda. Metical Aga, 
in his piivate letter delivered to the Naybe lafl night by 
Mahomet Gibbcrti, among many unufual expreffions, faid. 
The day that any accident bcfals this perfon will be looked 
upon by me always as the mod unfortunate of my life. 
Now, you are a Chrillian, and he is a Mudulman, and thefe 
- are expreilions of a particular regard not ufed by the one 
when writing of the other. He fays, moreover, that, in your 
firman, the grand f gnior Riles you Bey-Adze, or Moll Noble. 
Tell me, therefore, and tell me truly, Arc you a prince, fon, 
brother, or nephew of a king? Are you banillicd from 
your own country; and what is it that you feck in our’s, ex- 
poling vourl'elf to i'o many difficulties and dangers:” 

“ I am neither fon, nor brother of a king. I am a pri¬ 
vate Englilhman. If you, Sidi Achmet, law my prince, the 
elded, or any Ion of the king of England, you would then 
be able to form a juilcr idea of them, and that would for 
ever hinder you from confounding them with common 
men like me. If they were to clioofe to appear in this part 

of 
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of the world, this little fea would be too narrow for their 
(hips: Your fun, now fo hot, would be darkened by their 
fails; and when they fired their terrible wide-mouthed can¬ 
non, not an Arab would think himfclf fafe on the diflant 
mountains, while the houfes on the (hore would totter and 
fall to the ground as if (haken to pieces by an earthquake. 
I am a fervant to that king, and an inferior one in rank; 
only worthy of his attention from my affcflion to him 
and his family, in which 1 do not acknowledge any fupe- 
rior. Yet fo far your correfpondents fay well: My anceftors 
were the kings of the country in which I was born, and to 
be ranked among the greateft and mod glorious that ever 
bore the crown and title of King. This is the truth, and 
nothing but the truth. 1 may now, l hope, without offence, 
afk, To what does all this information tend 5 ” 

M To your fafetyfaid he, “ and to your honour, as 
long as I command in Mafuah;—to your certain death and 
deftru&ion if you go among the Abyfftnians; a people with¬ 
out faith, covetous, barbarous, and in continual war, of 
which nobody yet has been able to difeover the reafon. 
But of this another time.” 

“ Be it fo,” faid I. “ I would now fpcak one word in fe- 
crct to you, (upon which every body was ordered out of the 
room): All that you have told me this evening I already 
know; afk me not how: but, to convince you that it is 
truth, I now thank you for the humane part you took a- 
gainft thefe bloody intentions others had of killing and 
plundering me on my arrival, upon Abdclcadcr governor 
of Dahalat’s information that I was a prince, becaufe of the 
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nour that the Englifli £hips paid me, and that I was loaded 
with gold.” 

Ullah Acbar ! (in great ftfrprife) “ Why, you was in the 
middle of the fea when that paired.” 

“ Scarcely advanced fo far, I believe; but your ad¬ 
vice was wife, for a large Englidi fhip' will wait for me all 
this winter in Jidda, till I know what reception I meet 
here, or in Abylfinia. It is a 64 gun fliip ; its name, the 
Lion ; its captain, Thomas Price. I mention thefe particu¬ 
lars, that you may inquire into the truth. Upon the firft 
news of a difafter he would come here, and deftroy Ar- 
keeko, and this iiland, in a day. But this is not my bulinefs 
with you at prefent. 

It is a very proper cuftom, eflabliflied all over the cad, 
that ftrangers fliould make an acknowledgement for the 
protection they receive, and trouble they are to occafion. I 
have a prefent for the Naybc, whofe temper and difpofition 
1 know perfectly,—(Ullah Acbar! repeats Aclmiet).—I have 
likewife a prefent for you, and for the Kaya of the Janiza¬ 
ries ; all thefe I lhall deliver the firft day I fee the Nay be ; 
but I was taught, in a particular manner, to repofe upon you 
as my friend, and a l'mall, but feparatc acknowledgement, 
is due to you in that character. I was told, that your a- 
gent at Jidda had been inquiring everywhere among the 
India fiiips, and at the broker of that nation, for a pair 
of Englifli piftols, for which he offered a very high price ; 
though, in all probability, thole you would get would have 
been but ordinary', and much u fed; now I litre brought 
you this feparatc prefent, a pair of excellent workman!]* ip ; 
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here they arc : my doubt* which gave rife-to this long pri¬ 
vate converfation, was, whether you would take them home 
yourfelf; or, if you have a confidential fervant that you can 
trull, let him take them, fo that it he not known ; for if the 
Navbe”- 

“ I understand every thing that you..fay, and every thing 
that you would fay. Though 1 do not know men’s hearts 
that 1 never faw, as you do, I know pretty well the hearts 
of thofe with whom 1 live. Let- the, pifiols remain with 
you, and fhew. them to nobody till. I Tend you a man to 
whom you may fay any thing, and he lhall go between 
you and me; for there is in this place a number of devils, 
not men; but, Ullah Kerim , God is great. The perfon that 
brings you, dry dates in an Indian handkerchief, and an 
earthen bottle to drink your, water out of, give him the 
pifiols. You may fend by him-to me any thing you chool’e. 
In the mean tir^ttyQecp found, and fear no evil; but never 
be perfuaded tqlrufi yourfelf to the Cafrs of Habdli at Ma- 
fuah.” 

On the 20th of September a female flave came and 
brought with her the proper credentials, an Indian hand¬ 
kerchief full of dry dates, and a pot or bottle of unvarnilh- 
ed potter’s earth, which keeps the water very cool. I had 
fonic doubt upon this change of fex; but the flave, who was 
an Abydinian girl, quickly undeceived me, delivered the 
dates, and rook away the piflols-declined for Achmct, who 
had himfelf gone to his unde, the Nay be, at Arkeeko. 

On the 2 ill, in the morning, the Nay be came from Ar- 
keeko, The ufual way is by fea ; it is about two leagues 
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ftraight acrofs the bay, but fomewtiat more by land. The 
paffage from the tnain is on the north fide of the ittand, 
which is not above a quarter of a mile broad; there is a 
large cittern for rain-water on the land-fide, where you em¬ 
bark acrofs. He was poorly attended by three or four fer- 
vants, miferably mounted, and about forty naked ravages 
on foot, armed with fliort lances and crooked knives. 

The drum beat before him all the wav from Arkeeko to 

* 

Mafuah. Upon entering the boat, the drum on the land- 
fidc ceafed, and thofe, in what is called the Cattle of Mafuah, 
began. The cattle is a fmall clay hut, and in it one fwivel- 
gun, which is not mounted, but lies upon the ground, and 
is fired always with great trepidation and fome danger. The 
drums are earthen jars, fucli as they fend butter in to Ara¬ 
bia; the mouths of which are covered with a lkin, fo that 
a ftranger, on feeing two or three of thefe together, would 
run a great riik of believing them to be jars of buttei,or 
pickles, carefully covered with oiled parchment. 

All the proceffion was in tl .* fame ftilc. The Navbt 
was drelied in an old fliabbv Turkifli habit, much too Ihoir 
for him, and feemed to have been made about the time of 
Sultan Selim. He wore alfo upon his head a Turkilh cowke, 
or high-cap, which fcarccly admitted-any part of his head. 
In this drtls, which on him had a truly ridiculmt- appear¬ 
ance, he received the caftan, or inveftiturc, of the ittand of 
Mafuah; and, being thereby rcpiefenrativc of the grand 
fignior, confcntcd that day to be called Omar Aga, in ho¬ 
nour of the commiJlion. 
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Two ftandards of white filk, ftriped with red, were car¬ 
ried before him to the mofque, from whence he went to 
his own houfe to receive the compliments of his friends. 
In the afternoon of that day I went to pay my refpe&s to 
him, and found him fitting on a large wooden elbow-chair, 
at the head of two files of naked favages, who made an 
avenue from his chair to the door. He had nothing upon 
him but a coarfe cotton fhirt, fo dirty that, it feemed, all 
pains to clean it again would be thrown away, and fo fliort 
that it fcarcely reached his knees. He was very tall and 
lean, his colour black, had a large mouth and nofe; in 
place of a beard, a very fcanty tuft of grey hairs upon the 
point of his chin; large, dull, and heavy eyes; a kind of 
malicious, contemptuous, fmile on his countenance; he 
was altogether of a moll ftupid and brutal appearance. His 
character perfc&ly corrcfponded with his figure, for he was 
a man of mean abilities, cruel to excefs, avaricious, and a 
great drunkard, 

I presented my firman.—The greatefl: baflia in the Tur- 
kilh empire would have rifen upon feeing it, killed it, and 
carried it to his forehead; and 1 really expected that Omar 
Aga, for the day he bore that title, and received the caftan, 
would have fhewn this piece of rcfpc6t to his mailer. Hut 
lie did not even receive it into his hand, and puihed it back 
t(> me again, faying, “ Do you read it all to me word for 
word.”—“ I told him it was Turkilh; that l had never learn¬ 
ed to read a word of that language.”—“ Nor I either,” la vs 
hr; “ and I believe 1 never /ha11,” I then gave him Meti¬ 
cal Aga’s letter, the Sherrifie’s, Ali Bey’s, and the Janiza¬ 
ries h im. He rook them all together in both his hands, 
and laid them unopened befidc him, faying. “ You Ihould 
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Rave brought a moullah along with yon. Do you think I 
fhall read all thei'c letters ? Why, it would take me a month.” 
And he glared upon me, with his mouth open, fo like an 
idiot, that it was with the utmoft difficulty I kept my gra¬ 
vity, only anfvvering, “ Juft as you plcafc ; you know bed.” 

He affetfted at firft not to underftand Arabic; fpoke by an 
interpreter in the language of Mafuah, which is a dialed 
of Tigre; but feeing I underftood him in this, he lpokc Ara¬ 
bic, and fpoke it well. 

A silence followed this fhort converfation, and I took the 
opportunity to give him his prefent, with which he did not 
feem difpleafed, but rather that it was below him to tell me 
fo; for, without faying a word about it, he afked me, where 
the Abuna of Habefti was ? and why he tarried fo long ? I 
faid. The wars in Upper Egypt had made the roads dangerous; 
and, it was caly to fee, Omar longed mud* to fettle accounts 
with him. 

1 took my leave of the Naybe, very little pleafed with 
my reception, and the final! account he feemed to make 
of inv letters, or of myfelf; but heartily fatisfied with 
having font my difpatchcs to Janni, now far out of his 
power. 

Tin: inhabitants of Mafuah were dying of the imall-pox, 
fo that there was fear the living would not he fufficient to 
bury the dead. The whole illand was filled with lli ricks 
and lamentations botli night and day. They at lad began 
to throw the bodies into the lea, which deprived us of our 
great fupport, fiffi, of which wc had ate ionic kinds that 

were 
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were excellent. I had fupprefled my character of phyfician, 
fearing I fhould be detained by reai’on of the multitude of 
fick. 

On the 15 th of October the Naybe came to Mafuah,and 
difpatched the veil'd that brought me over; and, as if he 
had only waited till this evidence was out o£the way, he, 
that very night, fent me word that 1 was to prepare him a 
handfome preient. He gave in a long lift of particulars to 
a great amount, which he defired might be divided into 
three parcels, and prefen ted three fevcral days. One was to 
be given him as Naybe of Arkceko ; one as Omar Aga, rc- 
prefentative of the grand fignior; and one for having palled 
our baggage gratis and unvilitcd, cfpeciallythc large qua¬ 
drant. For my part, 1 heartily wiihed he had feen the whole, 
as he would not have let great value on the brafs and iron. 

As Achmct’s aflurancc of protection had given me cou¬ 
rage, 1 anfwcrcd him, That, having a firman of the grand fig¬ 
nior, and letters horn Metical Aga, it was mere gcncrofity 
in me to give him any prefent at all, either as Naybe or O- 
mar Aga, and l wAs nor .1 merchant that bought and fold, 
nor had merchandise on hoard, therefore had no cufloms to 
pay. Upon this he fent for me to his houfc, where 1 found 
Jum in a violent fury, and many u/clefs words pa (Ted on 
both fides. At laft he peremptorily told me, That unJcfs I 
had 300 ounces of gold ready to pay him on Monday, up- 
f ° n his landing from Arkceko, he would confine me in a 
dungeon, without light, air, or meat, till the bones came 
through my ikin for want. 
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An uncle of his, then prefent, greatly aggravated this 
affair. He pretented that the Naybe might do what he 
plcafed with his prefents ; hut that lie could not in any 
ihape give away the prefent due to the janizaries, which was 
40 ounces of gold, or 400 dollars ; and this was all they con¬ 
tented thcmfelves to take, 011 account of the letter I brought 
from the port of janizaries at Cairo; and in this they only 
taxed me the fum paid by the Abuna for his paflage 
through Mafuah. I anfwercd firmly,—“ Since you have 
broken your faith with tl\p grand fignior, the g wernment 
of Cairo, the bafha at Jidda, and Metical Aga, you will no 
doubt do as yea pleafe with me ; but you*may expert to fee 
the Fnglifh man of war, the Lion, before Arkecko, fomc 
morning by day-break.”—■“ Ilhould be glad,” laid the Naybe. 
“ to fee that man at Arkeeko or Mafuah that would carry as 
much writing from you to Jidda as would lie .upon mv 
thumb nail; 1 would flrip his fliirt off'firff, and rhen his 
ikin, and hang him before your door to teach, you more 
wifdom.”—“ But my wifdom luis taught me to prevent all 
this. My letter is already gone to Jidda; and if, in twenty 
days from this, another letter from me does not follow it, 
you will fee what will arrive. In the mean time, I here an¬ 
nounce it to you, that 1 have letters from Metical Aga and 
the Sherriffe of Mecca, to Michael Suhul governor of Tigre, 
and the king of Abyflinia. ■ I, therefore, would wilh that 
you would leave off’ thefe unmanly altercations, which ftwe 
no fort of purpofe, and let me continue my journey.” The 
Naybe faid in a low voice to himfelf, “ What, Michael too ! 
then go your journey, and think of the ill that’s before you.” 
1 turned my back without any anfwer or falutation, and 
was fcarce arrived at home when a meffage came from the 
Naybe, defiring I would fend -him two bottles of aquavirm. 

1 gave 
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I gave the fervant two bottles of cinnamon-water, which he 
refufed till I had firft tailed them; but they were not agree¬ 
able to-the Nay be, fo they were returned. 

All this time I very much wondered what was become of 
Achmet,who,with Mahomet Gibberti, remained at Arkeeko: 
at lall I heard from the Naybe’s fervant that lie was in bed, 
ill of a fever. Mahomet Gibberti had kept his promife to 
me; and, faying nothing of my Ikill in phyfic, or having 
medicines with me, I fent, however, to the Naybc to dciirc 
leave to go to Arkeeko. He anfwered me furlily, 1 might 
go if I could find a boat; and, indeed, he had taken his mea- 
fures fo well that not a boat would flir for money or per- 
fuafion. 

Os the 29th of October the Naybe came again from Ar¬ 
keeko to Mafuah, and, I was told, in very ill-humour with 
me. I foon received a meffage to attend him, and found him 
in a large waftc room like a barn, with about fixty people 
with him. This was his divan, or grand council, with all his 
janizaries and officers of (late, all naked, affemblcd in par¬ 
liament. There was a comet that had appeared a few 
clays after our arrival at Mafuah, which had been many 
days vifible in Arabia Felix, being then in its perihelion; 
and, after palling its conjun< 5 tion with the fun, it now ap¬ 
peared at Mafuah early in the evening, receding to its aphe¬ 
lion. Thad been obferved watching it with great attention ; 
and the large tubes of the telcfcopcs bad given offence to 
ignorant people. 

The firft queftion the Naybc alked me was, What that 
comet meant,and why it appeared? And before I could an- 
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fwer him, he again fakl, “ The firft time it was vifible it 
brought the fmall-pox, which has killed above 1000 people 
in Mafuah and Arkccko. It is known you converfed with it 
every niglit at Loheia; it has now followed you again to finifh 
the few that remain, and then you are to carry it into Abyf- 
fmia. What have you to do with the comet ?” 

Without giving me leave to fpcak, his brother Emir 
Achmet then faid, That lie was informed I was an engineer 
going to Michael, governor of Tigre, to teach the Abvllinians 
to make cannon and gunpowder; that the firft attack was 
to be again!! Mafuah. Five or fix others fpoke much in the 
fame drain ; and the Naybe concluded by faying, That he 
would fend me in chains to Conilantinople, unlefs I went to 
Hamazcn, with his brother Emir Aclmiet, to the hot-wells 
there, and that this was the refolution of all the janizaries; 
for I had concealed my being a phylieian. 

I had not yet opened my mouth. I then afkcd, If all 
thefc were janizaries ; and where was their commanding 
o{liccr ? A well-looking, elderly man anfwcred, “ I am 
Kartlar of the janizaries.’*—“ If you are Sardar, then,” faid 
1 , “this lirman orders you to protect me. Tiic Naybe is a 
man of this country, no member of the Ottoman empir-.” 
Upon my firft producing my firman to him, he threw it 
alide like walle-paper. The grcatclt Vizir in the Tnrkilh 
dominions would have received it {landing, bowed his head 
to the ground, then killed it, and put it upon liis forehead. 
A general murmur of approbation followed, and I continu¬ 
ed,—“ Now I mud tell you my refolution is, never to go to 
Hamazen, or clfewhere, with Emir Achmct. Both lie and 
the Naybe have fliewed themfelvcs my enemies; and, T be- 
Vol. II I. D lieve. 
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lieve, that to fend me to Hamazen is to rob and murder me 
out of fight.”—■“ Dog of a Chriftian !” fays Emir Achmet, 
putting his hand to his knife, “ if the Naybe was to mur¬ 
der you, could he not do it here now this minute ?”—•“ No,” 
fays the man, who had called himfelf Sardar, “ he could 
not; I would not fuffer any fuch thing. Achmet is the 
itranger’s friend, and recommended me to-day to fee no in¬ 
jury done him; he is ill, or would have been here himfelf.” 


“ Achmet,” faid I, “ is my friend, and fears God ; and 
were I not hindered by the Naybe from feeing him, his fick- 
nefs before this would have been removed. 1 will go to 
Achmet at Arkeeko, but not to Hamazen, nor ever again to 
the Naybe here in Maluah. Whatever happens to me mull 
befal me in my own houfe. Confider what a figure a few 
naked men will make the day that my countrymen alk the 
rcafon of this cither here or in Arabia.” I then turned my 
back, and went our without ceremony. “ A brave man !” 
1 heard a voice fay behind me, “ Wallah Englefe! True linglifh, 


by G — <1 1 i went au ay exceedingly cinturbcd, as ir was 
plain my affairs were coming to a criiis for good or for evil. 
I obierved, or thought I obferved, all the people fhun me. I 
was, indeed, upon my guard, and did not wifli them to conic 

,Urn “« down into ™y °»» S»icwav, , man 
clofc by mo, faying dillinctly in my oar, thouob in a 

“ ”>"*• ngrt and then in Arabic, - F,, r 
courage! ra ' d ’ Th ' S hm '’ iL °“ " was ’ gavt nic no tma, i 


I uao fcarcely dined, when a fervant tame with a letter 
ftom Achm, t at A,keck,,, telling me h„w ,11 hc had " 
and how lorry he was that I refuted to tome to fee him, as’ 
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Mahomet Gibberti had told him I could help him. He de- 
fired me alfo to keep the bearer with me in my houfc, and 
give him charge of the gate till he could come to M ah rah 
himfelf. 

I soon faw the treachery of the Naybc. He had not, in¬ 
deed, forbid me to go and fee his nephew, but he had for¬ 
bid an)- boat to carry me; and this I told the fervant, appeal¬ 
ing to the Sardar for what I faid in the divan of my willing- 
nefs to go to Arkccko to Achmct. though I pofitivcly refu- 
fed to go tol'imazen. I begged the fen’ant to Hop for a 
moment, and go to the Sardar who was in the caftle, as I 
had been very cfientially obliged to him for his interpofi- 
tion at a very critical time, when there was an intention to 
take away my life. I fent him a final 1 prefent by Achmet’s 
fen ant, who delivered the meflage faithfully, and had heard 
all that had palled in the divan. He brought me back a 
pipe from the Sardar in return for my prefent, with this 
meflage. That he had heard of my countrymen, though lie- 
had never feen them ; that lie loved brave men, and could 
not fee them injured; but Aclnnet being my friend, I had no 
need of him. That night he departed for Arkeeko, defiring 
11s to Unit the door, and leaving us another man, with or¬ 
ders to admit nobody, and adviling us to defend ourfelvcs 
if any one offered to force entrance, Lv. they who they would, 
for that nobody had bulinefs abroad in the night. 

1 now began to refume my confidence, feeing that Pro¬ 
vidence had Hill kept us under his protection; and it was 
not long when wc had an opportunity to cxerciic this con¬ 
fidence. About 12 o'clock at night a man came to the 
door, and delired to be admitted ; which req ucR was refufed 

1 ) ? without 
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without any ceremony. Then came two or three more, in 
the name of Achmet, who were told by the fervant that they 
would not be admitted. They then afked to fpeak with me, 
and grew very tumultuous, prefling with their backs 
againft the door. When I came to them, a young man a- 
mong them laid he was fon to Emir Achmet, and that his 
father and fome friends were coming to drink a glafs of 
arael'y (fo they call brandy) with me. I told him my refo- 
lution was not to admit either Emir Achmet, or any other 
perfon at night, and that I never drank aracky.. 

They attempted again to force open the door, which was 
flrongly barricaded. But as there were cracks in it, I put 
the point of a fword through one of them, defiring them 
to be cautious of hurting themfclves upon the iron fpikes. 
Still they attempted to force open the door, when the fer¬ 
vant told them, that Achmet,when he left him the charge of 
that door, had ordered us to Are upon them who oifered to 
force an entrance at night. A voice aiked him, Who the devil 
he was r The fervant anfwcrcd, in a very fpirited manner, 
That he had greater rcalbn to afk who they were, as he 
took them for thieves, about whole names he did not trou¬ 
ble himfclf. “ However,” lays he, “ mine is Abddcader, (the 
ion of fomebody elfe whom 1 do not remember). Now you 
know who I am, and that 1 do not fear you; and you, Ya~ 
goube, if you do not fire upon them, your blood be upon 
your otvn head. 7 he Sardur from the caflle will foon he 
up with the refl.” 1 ordered then a torch to he brought, 
that they might have a view of us through the cracks of 
the door ; but Ahddcadcr's threat being fully fuflicicnr. they 
retireJ, and we heard no move of them. 
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It was the 4th of November when the fervant of Achraet 
returned in a boat from Arkeeko, and with him four ja¬ 
nizaries. He was not yet well, and was very ddirous to fee 
me. He fufpe&cd eitlier that he was poifoned or bewitdi- 
ed, and had tried many charms without good efTed. We 
arrived at Arkeeko about eleven, palled the door of the 
Naybe without challenge, and found Achmct in his own 
houfe, ill of an intermitting fever, under the very word of 
‘regimens. 

Hr was much apprehend ve that he fliould die, or lofe 
the ufe of L.s limbs as Emir Achmct had done: the fame 
woman, a Shiho, and a witch, was, he faid, the occadon of 
both. M If Achmct, your uncle, had lod the ufe of his 
tongue, faid I, it would have faved him a great deal of im¬ 
proper difeourfe in the divan.” His head ached violently, 
and he could only fay, “ Aye! aye! the old mifcrcant knew 
I was ill, or that would not have happened.” 1 gave Ach¬ 
mct proper remedies to cafe lus pains and his domaeh, and 
the next morning began with bark. 

This medicine operates quickly here; nay, even the bark 
that remains, after the llronger Jpiritous tincture is drawn 
from it, fee ms to anfwcr the purpoi'e very little vvorie than 
did the iirli 1 Haiti here till the 6th in the morning, at 
which time he was free from the fever. I left him, how¬ 
ever, fomc dofes to prevent its return; and he told me, on 
the -rh, he would cowl to Mafuah with boats and men to 

bring us with our baggage to AlktX'ko, iilld fl't’C US tlVlll 
the boixiage of Maiuah* 
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UrON the 6ih, in the morning, while at break fall, I was 
told that three fervants had arrived from Tigre; one from 
Janni, a young man and (lave, who fpoke and wrote Creek 
perfect Iv; the other two fervants were Ras Michael’s, or 
rather the king’s, both wearing the red fhort cloak lined and 
turned up with mazarine-blue, which is the badge of the 
king's fervant, and is called Jhahila. Ras Michael’s letters 
to the Navbc were very fhort. He faid the king Hat/e 
Ilanncs’s health was bad, and wondered at hearing that the 
phyfician, fent to him by Metical Aga from Arabia, was not 
forwarded to him inflantly at Gondar, as he had heard of 
his being arrived at Mafuah feme time before. He ordered 
the Nay be, moreover, to furnifh me with neccflaries, and 
difpatch me without lofs of time; although all the letters 
were the contrivances of Janni, his particular letter to 
the Nay be was in a milder flilc. He exprefled the great 
neccflity the king had for a phyfician, and how impatiently 
he had waited his arrival. He did not fay that he had heard 
any fuch perfon was yet arrived at Mafuah, only wifhed he 
might be forwarded without delay as foon as he came. 

To us Janni fent a meflage by a fervant, bidding us a 
hearty welcome, aknowledging the receipt of the patriarch’s 
letter, and advifing us, by all means, to come fpccdily to 
him, for the times were very unfcttlcd, and might grow 
worfe. 

In the afternoon I embarked for Mafuah. At the fliorc 
I received a meflage from the Naybe to come and lpcak to 
him; but I returned for anfvver, It was impoflible, as 1 was 
obliged to go to Mafuah to get medicines for his nephew, 
Achmer. 
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CHAP. II. 


Directions to Travellers for preferring Health—Difcafcs of the Country — 
Mufic — Trade, &c. of Mafuah—Conferences with the Naybe . 

W E arrived in the ifland at eight o’clock, to the great joy 
of our fervants, who were afraid of fomc ftratagem of 
the Nay be. We got every thing in order, without inter¬ 
ruption, and completed our obfervations upon this inhol- 
pitable iiland, infamous for the quantity of Chriftian blood 
died there upon treacherous pretences. 

Masuaii, by a great variety of obfervations of the fun and 
dars, wc found to be in lat. 15° 35' 5", and, by an obfervation 
of thefecond fatellite of Jupiter, 011 the aad of September 1769, 
we found its longitude ro be 39" 30' 30" call of the meridian 
of Greenwich : the variation of the needle was obferved at 
mid-day, the 23d of September, to be 12" 48'. W. From this it 
follows, that Loheia, being nearly oppoiitc, (for it is in lar. 

1 y’ 40' 52") the breadth of the Red Sea between Mafuah and 
Loheia is 4’ io' 22'. Suppofng, then, a degree to be equal 
co 66 lbtute miles, this, 111 round numbers, will bring the 
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breadth to be 276 miles, equal to 92 leagues, or there¬ 
abouts. 

Again, as the generality of maps have placed the coaft of 
Arabia where Loheia Hands, in flic 44*, and it is the part of 
the peninfula that runs farthell to the wcflward, all the 
weft coaft of Arabia Felix will fall to be brought farther 
call about 3 0 46' o". 

Before packing up our barometer at Loheia, I filled a 
tube witli clean mercury, perfectly purged of outward air; 
and, on the 30th of Augull, upon three fcvcral trials, the 
mean of the refults of each trial was, at fix in the morning, 
26° 8' 8"; two o’clock in the afternoon, 26" 4' i'; and, half 
paft fix in the evening, 26° 6' 2", fair, clear weather, with very 
little wind at weft. 

At Mafuah, the 4th of Odober, I repeated the fame ex¬ 
periment with the fame mercury and tube; the means 
were as follow: At fix in the morning 25° 8' 2"; two o'clock 
in the afternoon, 25 0 3" 2" ; and, at half pall fix in the evening, 
2 5° 3 ' 7 "> clear, with a moderate wind at weft, fo that the ba¬ 
rometer fell one inch and one line at Mafuah lower than it 
was at Loheia, though it often rofc upon violent llornis of 
wind and rain ; and, even where there was no rain, it again 
fell inftantly upon the ftorm ceafing, and never arrived to the 
height it flood laft at on the coaft of Arabia. The greateft 
height I ever obferved Fahrenheit’s thermometer in the 
fhadc, at Mafuah, w'as on the 22ft of Odober, at two in the 
afternoon, 93 0 , wind N. E. and by N. cloudy; the lowcllwas 
on the 23d, at four in the morning, 82°, wind weft. It was, 
to fenfc,much hotter than in any part of Arabia Felix; but 
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'Wc found no fuch tickling or irritation on our legs as vc 
had done at Loheia, probably becaufe the foil was here Id's 
impregnated with fait. 

We obferved here, for the firfl time, three remarkable 
circumftances (hewing the incrcafe of hear. I had carried 
with me fevcral (lecl plates for making ferews of different 
fi 7 .as*s The heat had fo l'wcllcd the pin, or male ferew, that 
it was cut nearly one-third through by the edge of the fe¬ 
male. The fealing wax, of which wc had procured a frefh 
parcel from the India (hips, was fully more fluid, while ly¬ 
ing in our boxes, than tar. The third was the colour of the 
fpirit in the thermometer, which was quite di{'charged, and 
(licking in maffes at unequal heights, while the liquor 
was clear like fpring-water. 

Mash ah is very unwholefome, as, indeed, is the whole 
coall of the Red Sea from Sue/, to Babelmandcb, but more 
cfpecially between the tropics. Violent fevers, called there 
ncdiul, make the principal figure in this fatal lift, and gene¬ 
rally terminate the third day in death. If the patient l'ur- 
vives till the fifth day, he very often recovers by drinking 
water only, and throwing a quantity of cold water upon 
him, even in his bed, where he is permitted to lie without 
attempting to make him dry, or change his bed, till ano¬ 
ther deluge adds to the liril. 

There is no remedy fo fovereign here as the bark ; but 
it mull be given in very diff erent times and manners from 
thofe purfued in Europe. Were a phyfician to take time to 
prepare his patient tor ihe bark, by firft giving him purga¬ 
tives, he would be dead ol the fever before his preparation 
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completed, immediately when a naufea or averfion 
fo eat * frc< l utuc drs of yawning, tlruuncfs about .the eyes, and 
an unurtiai, hut not pain hi 1icnlation along the fpine, comes 
on, no time is then to be loll; final 1 doles of the bark mull 
be frequently repeated, and perfect abllinencc obferved, un- 
leis from copious draughts of cold water. 

I key Eft dared to venture, or feidom, upon the delu§e-of 
water, but am convinced it is frequently of great »fe. The 
lecond or third dole of the bark, if any quantity is fwal- 
tails to purge *, and, if this evacuation is copious, 
the patient rarely dies, but, on the contrary, his recovery 
is generally rapid. Moderate purging, then, is for the moll 
part to be adopted; and rice is a much better food titan fruit. 

I know that all this is heterodox in Europe, and contrary 
to the pra&ice, becaufe it is contrary to flltem. For my 
own part, I am content to write faithfully what 1 carefully 
obferved, leaving every body afterwards to follow* their 
own way at their peril. 

Bark, I have been told by Spaniards who have been in 
South America, purges always when taken in their fevers. 
A different climate, different regimen, and different habit of 
b .dy or exercifo, may furely fo far alter the operation of a 
drug as to make it have a different effect in Africa from 
what it has in Europe. Be that as it may, (till I fay bark is 
a purgative when it is fuccefsful in this fever; but bleeding, 
at no ftage of this diftemper, is of any fervice \ and, indeed, if 
attempted the fecond clay, the lancet is feidom followed by 
blood. Ipecacuanha both fatigues the patient and height¬ 
ens the fever, and lb condu< 5 ts the patient more fpeedily to his 
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end. Iila«;k fpots arc frequently found on the bread and 
belly of the dead perfon. The belly fwclls, and the den eh 
becomes iniuHerablc in three hours after death, ir the per¬ 
fon dies in the day, or if the weather is warm* 

The next common difeafe in the low covmry of Arabia, 
the intermediate ifland of Klafuah, and all Abyflinia, (for the 
d ifeajj gs are exa&ly ftmilar in all this trail) is the Tertian 
fever, which is in nothing; ditTcrent from our Tertian, and 
is iiicceisfuily treated here in the fame manner a s in Europe. 

As no ipedes of this difeafe (at lead that I have fecn) me¬ 
naces the patient with death, efpecially in the beginning of 
the di (order, fome time may be allowed for preparation to 

thofc who doubt the cifed of the bark in the countrv. 
bur dill I apprehend the fafefl way is to give fmall doles 
from the beginning, on the iiilt into; million, or own 
remiliion, though this lhould be fomewhat obfcu:v and 
uncertain. To fpcak plainly; wlnn the (lomacit nau- 
fcates, the head akes, yawning becomes frequt, •, and 
not an cxccllivc pain in the nape of the neck, when a inher¬ 
ing which goes quickly plT, a a kinds down the (pine, a 
more than ordinary cowardlincJs and inactivity prevails, 

(the heat of the climate gives one always enougli or thefe 
lail leu (at ions); I fay, when any number of thefe fympcoius 
unite, have rccourfe to the powder of bark infufei in water; 
iliiit your mouth againll every fort of food; and, at the 
criiis, your difeafe will immediately decide its name among 
the ciafs of fevers. 

All fevers end in intermitt cats ; and if thefe intermirtents 
continue long, and the firll evacuations by the bat k have, 
not been copious and conilam, thefe fevers general]) <:ul 
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in dyfenteries,which are always tedious and very frequently 
prove mortal. Bark in fmall quantities, ipecacuanha, too,, 
in very fmall quantities fo as not to vomir, water, and 
fruit not over ripe, have been found the moll fuccefsful 
remedies. 

As for the other fpecies of dyfenterv, which begins with 
a conftant diarrhoea, when the guts at lail are exco/ew.d, 
and the mucus voided by the itools, this difeafeis rarely cu¬ 
red if it begins with the rainy fenCon. But if , on the contrary , 
it happen either in the funny fix months, or the end of the 
rainy ones immediately next to them, fmall doles of ipeca¬ 
cuanha either carry it off, 01 it changes into an intermitting 
fever, which yields afterwards to the bark. And it always 
has feemed to me that there is a great affinity between the 
fevers and dyfenteries in thefe countries, the one ending in 
the other almoll perpetually. 

The nexr difeafe, which we may fay is endemial in the 
countries before mentioned, is called bonzeer, the hogs or the 
and is a iwellingof the glands of the throat, and un¬ 
der the arms. Thi- the ignorant inhabitants endeavom to 
bring to a luppuration, but in vain; they then open them in 
feveral places ; a lore and running follows, and a diliafe 
very much refembimg what is called in Europe the Evil. 

The nexr (though not a dangcums complaint) has a very 
terrible appearance. Small tuherciilcs or lweilings appear 
all over the hotly, but thickell in the thighs, arms, and legs. 
Thefe fwellings go and come for weeks together without 
pain ; though the legs often fwcll to a monllrous fr/o ns in 
tire dropl'y. Sometimes the patients have ulcers in their 
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liofes and mouths, not unlike thofe which are one of the 
milignant confequences of the venereal difeafe. The fmall 
fwellings or eruptions, when fqueezed, very .often yield 
blood; in other refpefts the patient is generally in good 
health, faving the pain the ulcers give him, and the Hill 
greater unealinefs of mind which he 1'ufTers from the fpoil- 
ing of the fmoothnefs of Ins (kin; for all the nations in 
Af>ir t within the tropics are wonderfully aflloted at the 
finallefl eruption or roughnefs of the fkin. A black ofSen- 
naar will hide himfelf in the houfe where dark, and is 
not to he feen by his friends, if he fhould have two or three 
pimples on ai y parr of his body Nor is there anv remedy* 
however violent, that they will not fly to for immediate re¬ 
lief. Scars and wounds are r:o blemifhes ; and ) have feen 
them, foi three or four pimples on their bracelet arm, halier 
the application of a red-hot iron with gie.u vefolution and 
conllancy. 

These two lafl difeafes yielded, tlic firfl flowJv, and flame- 
times imperfectly, to mercurials; and luhiimanc iias by no 
means in thefe climates the quick and dec i live eilefts u has 
in Europe. The fecond is completely and ipeedily cured by 
antimonials. 


The next complaint 1 fir ah mention, as .enn.-vn m theft 
rouiurie*', i.-. called fare men, a con upti r : \\o.o ( 

which 1 * n 1 • i c s the woi not loam .!■ ; '• h cl tuners heimr 

bv the Aiahs aimbuied to tin fc poor k 1 - \\ no Arm to he 

looked upon by pofleritv as the ewi gm In oi the countiy 
winch tiny once governed 
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This extraordinary animal only afflicts thofe who are in 
conftant habit of drinking ftagnant water, whether that 
water is drawn out from wells, as in the kingdom of Sennaar, 
or found by digging in the fand where it is making its way 
to its proper level the fca, after falling down the fide of the 
mountains after the tropical rains. 1 his plague appears 
mdifcriminately in every part of the bod), but ofteucll in 
the legs and arms. 1 never law it in the face or headvJiUJ, 
f'm from aliccling the flcihy parts of the body, it generally 
comes out where the bone has leatl ileih upon it. 


Upon looking at this worm, on its full appearance, a 
final] black head is extremely vifible, with a hooked beak 
of a whitilh colour. Its body is l'ecmingly of a white iilky 
texture, very like a fmall tendon bared and perfectly dean, 
cd. After its appearance the natives of tilde countries, who 
are uled to it, feize it gently by the head, and wrap it round 
a thin piece of lilk or fmail biid’.s feather. Eveiv day, or 
fcveral times a-dav, they try to wind it up upon the quill 
as far as it comes readily; and, upon the fniallefl rcfiflance, 
they give over for fear at breaking it. I have feen five feet] 
or fomething more of tills extraordinary animal, winded 
out with invincible patience in the courfc of three weeks. 
No inflammation then remained, and fcarcely any rednefs 
round the edges of the aperture, only a fmall quantity of 
lymph appeared in the hole or puncture, which fcarcely 
iflued out upon prdling. In three days it was commonly 
•well, and left no fear or dimple implying lofs of fubftancc. 


I myscj.f experienced this complaint. I was reading up¬ 
on a fofa at Cairo, a few days after my return from Upper 
jEgypt, when I felt in the fore part of my leg, upon the 
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bone, about fcven inches below the center of my knee-pan, 
an itching refembling what follows the bite of a mufeheto. 
Upon fcrarching, a fmall tumour appeared very like a 
mufeheto bite. The itching returned in about an hour af¬ 
terwards ; and, being more intent upon my reading than 
my leg, I fcratched it till the blood came. I foon after ob- 
ferved fomething like a black fpot, whit h had already rifen 
cQnfid'Tably above the furface of tlu Ikin. All medicine 
proved ufelefs ; and the difeafe not being known at Cairo, 
there was notlfng for it but to have recourfc to the only 
received mannt * of treating it in this country. About 
three inches of the worm was winded out upon a piece of 
raw fdk in the firft week, without pain or fever : but it was 
broken afterwards through the carelefi'nefs and rafhncfs of 
the lurgeon when changing a poultice on boaul the ll .ip 
in which 1 returned to France: a violent inflammation fol¬ 
lowed ; the leg fwclled fo as to fcarre fca\e appearance of 
knee or ancle; the Ikin, red and dillended, homed glazed 
like a mirror. The wound was now J.cakd, and dif< .'urged 
nothing; and there was every appearance of iik nii:ra;ion 
coming on. The great care and aticntion procured me in 
the lazaretto at Marleillcs, by a nation always fore moil in 
the a<fls of humanity to lirangers, and the attention and 
fkill of the furgeon, recovered me from tiiis troublcfome 
complaint. 

Fifty-two days had clap fed free it flriT begun ; thirty- 
five of which were fpent in the grearelt agony. It fuppura- 
ted at lalt; and, by enlarging the oriiice, a good quantity cf 
matter was difeharged. I had made conflant ule of bark, 
both in fomentations and inwardly; but I did not recover 
the. llrength of my leg entirely till near a year after, by 
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uiing the baths of Poretta, the property of my friend Count 
Ranuzzi, in the mountains above Bologna, which I recom¬ 
mend, for their cllicacy, to all thofe who have wounds, as I 
do to him to have better accommodation, greater abun¬ 
dance of, and lefs impoiition in, the nccellaries of life than 
when I was there, it is but a few hours journey over the 
mountains to PiRoia. 

The laR I fhall mention of thefe endemial difeafes, and 
the moll terrible of all others that can fall to the lot of man, 
is the Elephantialis, which fome have chofen to call the Le- 
profy, or Lepra Arabum ; though in its appearance, and in 
all its circumRances and Rages, it no more refemblcs the 
leprofy of Paleliine, (which is, I apprehend, the only le- 
profy that we know) than it does the gout or the droply. 
I never faw the beginning of this difeafe. During the courfe 
of it, the face is often healthy to appearance; the eyes vivid 
and fparkling: thofe affetfled have fometimes a kind of dry- 
nefs upon the Ikin of their backs, which, upon fcratching, 
I have feen leave a mealinefs, or whitenefs; the only cir- 
cumdance, to the bell of my recollection, in which it rc- 
femblcd the leprofy, but it has no fealinefs. The hair, too, 
is of its natural colour; not white, yellowilh, or thin, as 
in the leprofy, but fo far from it that, though the AbyiG- 
nians have very rarely hair upon their chin, 1 have feen 
people, apparently in the laflflage of the clephantiulis, with 
a very good beard of its natural colour. 

The appetite is generally good during this difeafe, nor 
does any change of regimen affect the complaint. The 
pulfe is only fubjedt to the fame variations as in thofe who 
have no declared nor predominant illncfs; they have a con- 
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Rant third, as the lymph, which continually oozes f rom their 
wounds, probably demands to be replaced. It is averred by 
the Abyliinians that it is not infectious. I have fecn the 
wives of thofe who were in a very inveterate llagc of this 
illncfs, who had bom them feveral children, who were yet 
perfectly free and found from any contagion. Nay, I do not 
remember to have feen children vifibly infeded with this 
difeafe at all; though, I mufl own, none of them had the 
appearance of health. It is faid this difeafe, though furelv 
born with the infant, docs not become vifible till the ap¬ 
proach to manhood, and fometimes it is faid to pafs by a 
whole generation. 

The chief feat of this difeafe is from the bending of the 
knee downwards to the ancle; the leg is fwclled to a great 
degree, becoming one frze from bottom to top, and gather¬ 
ed into circular wrinkles, like fmall hoops or plaits; be¬ 
tween every one of which there is an opening that feparates 
it all round from the one above, and which is all raw llelh, 
or perfectly excoriated. From between thefe ciicular divi- 
lions a great quantity of lymph conllantly oozes. The ('well¬ 
ing of the leg reaches over the foot, fo as to leave about an 
inch or little more of it fecn. It lbouId feem that the black 
colour of the Jkin, the thickncfs of the leg, and its fhapelcl's 
form, and the rough tubcrculcs, or cxcrelccnees, very like 
tliofe leen upon the elephant, give the name to tins difeafe, 
and form a linking rclemblance between the diltempered 
legs of this unfortunate individual of the human ipecics, 
and tliofe of the noble quadruped the elephant, when in 
full vigour. 

Voj.. 1)1. F Ak 



4* TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

An infirmity, to which the Abyffinians are fubjetf, of 
much worfe confequence to the community than the ele- 
phantiafis, I mean lying, makes it impofliblc to form, from 
their relations, any accurate account of fymptoms that might 
lead the /earned to di/cover the caufes of this extraordinary 
diftemper, and thence fuggeft fome rational method to cure, 
or diminifh it. 

It was not from the ignorance of language, nor from 
want of opportunity, and lei's from want of pains, that I am 
not able to give a more diftinft account of this dreadful dis¬ 
order. 1 kept one of thofe infected in a houfe adjoining to 
mine, in my way to the palace, for near two years; and, 
during that time, I tried every fort of regimen that I could 
devife. My friend, Dr Ruffe!, phyfician at Aleppo, (now in 
the Kail Indies), to whole care and lkill 1 was indebted for 
mv life in a dangerous fever which I had in Syria, and whole 
friendihip I mull always confidcr as one of the greatcil ac- 
quifitions lever made in travelling,defiredme,among other 
medical inquiries, to try the effect of the cicuta upon tins 
dileafe ; and a coniiderable quantity, made according to the 
direction of Dr Storke, phyiieian in Vienna, was lent me from 
Paris, with inilructions how to ufe it. 

K nixo firil explained the whole matter, both to the 
king, Ra.-, Michael, and Azage Tecla Haimanout, thief juilice 
of the king’s bench in Abviiinia, and told them of the con¬ 
sequences of giving too great a dole, 1 obtained their joint 
pcrniiilions to go on without fear, and do what 1 thought 
mquilue. It is my opinion, fays the Azage, that no harm 
that mav accidentally bcial one mifeivble individual, now 
already cut oil'from ibciety, fliotdd hinder the trial (the 
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only one we ever fhall have an opportunity of making) of 
a medicine which may lave multitudes hereafter from a dif- 
eafe fo much worlc than death. 

It was foon fecn, by the conflant adminidration of ma¬ 
ny ordinary dofes, that nothing was to be expected from 
violent or dangerous ones; as not the fmalleft degree 
of amendment ever appeared, either outwardly or in¬ 
wardly, to the fenfation of the patient. Mercury had no 
better cfleet. Tar-water alfo was tried ; and if there was 
any thing that produced any Teeming advantage, it was 
whey made of cow’s milk, of which he was cxceilively fond, 
and which the king ordered him to be f unbilled with at 
mv delire, in any quantity he pleafed, during the experi¬ 
ment. 

1 in. troubles of the times prevented further attention, Tr 
Storke’s cieuta, in l'evcral inftanccs, made a perfect cure of the 
han/eers impropcily opened, though, in fcveral other cafe*, 
without any apparent eaul'e, it totally mifearried. 1 iearce 
ever obferved mercury fuccccd in any complaint. 

Jt is nor for me to attempt to explain what arc the catties 
of thefe dillempers. Thofc whole fhidies lead them to fuelt 
invclligations will do well to attach themtelves, for firii 
principles, to the difference of climate, ami the abiues 
tliat obtain under them ; after this, to particular circum- 
tdaaces in the necciltiries of life, to which nature has 
fubjceled the people of thefe countries. Under the full, 
we may rank a lea ton of fix months rains, fuccecded, 
without interval, by a cloudlefs Iky and vertical fun; and 
cold nights which as immediately follow thele fcorchmg 
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days. Hie earth, notwithftanding the heat of theft days, 
is yet perpetually cold, fo as to feel difagreeably to the foies 
of the feet; partly owing to the fix months rains, when no 
fun appears, and partly to the perpetual equality of nights 
and days; the thinnefs of the cloathing in the better fort, 
(a muflin Hurt) while the others are naked, and fleep in this 
manner expofed, without covering in the cold nights, after 
the violent perfpiration during the fultry day. Thefe may 
be reckoned imprudences, while the conftant ufe of llagnant 
putrid water for four months of the year, and the quantity 
of fait with which the foil of thofe countries is impregnated, 
may be circumftances lefs conducive to health; to which,, 
however, they have been for ever fubjedt by nature. 

It will be very reafonably expeded, that, after this un¬ 
favourable account of the climate, and the uncertainty of 
remedies for thefe frequent and terrible difeafes, I fhotild 
fky fomething of the regimen proper to be obferved there, 
in order to prevent what it feems fo doubtful whether we 
can ever cure. 

My firft general advice to a traveller is this, to remember 
well what was the ftate of his conftimtion before he vifit- 
ed thefe countries, and what his complaints were, if he had 
any ; for fear very frequently feizes us upon the firft 
fight of the many and fudden deaths we fee upon our firft 
arrival, and our fpirits are fo lowered by perpetual per¬ 
fpiration, and our nerves fo relaxed, that we are apr to mif- 
take the ordinary fymptoms of a difeafe, familiar to us in 
our own country, for the approach of one of thefe terrible 
diftempers that are to hurry us in a few hours into eter¬ 
nity. This has a bad effed in the very flighteft diforders; 
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fo tharit hath become proverbial—If you think you fhall 
die, youfhall die. 

If a traveller finds, that he is as well after having been 
fome time in this country as he was before entering it, his 
beft way is to make no innovation in his regimen, further 
than in abating fomething in the quantity. But if he is of 
“&• tender conftitution, he cannot a<5t more wifely than to 
follow implicitly the regimen of fober, healthy people of 
the country, without arguing upon European notions, or 
fubftiruting what we confider as fuccedaneums to what we 
fee ufed on the fpot. All fpirits are to be avoided; even bark is 
better in water than in wine. The ftomach, being relaxed 
by profufe perfpiration, needs fomething to ftrengthen, but 
not inflame, and enable it to perform digeftion. For this 
reafon (inftin<5t we fliould call it, if fpeaking of beafts) the 
natives of all eaftern countries feafon every fpecies of food, 
even the fimpleft, and mildeft, rice, fo much with fpices, cf- 
pecially pepper, as abfolutely to blifter a European palate. 

Thtese powerful antifeptics Providence has planted in 
thefe countries for this ufe; and the natives have, from 
the earlieft times, had recourfe to them in proportion to 
the quantity that they can procure. And hence, in thefe 
dangerous climates, the natives are as healthy as we are in 
our northern ones. Travellers in Arabia arc difgufted at 
this fecmingly inflammatory food; and nothing is more com¬ 
mon than to hear them fay that they are afraid thefe quan¬ 
tities of fpices will give them a fever. But did they ever 
feel themfelves heated by ever fo great a quantity of black 
pepper? Spirits they think, fubftituted to this, anfwer the 
lame purpole. But does not the heat of your fkin, the 
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violent pain in your head, while the fpirits are filtering 
through the vcfll'ls of your brains, (hew the difference ? arid 
when did any ever feel a like fenfation from black pepper, 
or afty pepper ate to excefs in every meal ? 

I lay down, then, as a pofitivc rule of health, that the 
warmeft diflics the natives delight in, are the molt wliole- 
fome ftrangers can ufe in the putrid climates of the Lowcc- 
Arabia, Abyflinia, Sennaar, and Egypt itfelf; and that fpi¬ 
rits, and all fermented liquors, fhould be regarded as poifons, 
and, for fear of temptation, not fo much as be carried along 
with you, unlefs as a menftruum for outward applications. 

Spring, or running water, if you can find it, is to be your 
only drink. You cannot be too nice in procuring this arti¬ 
cle. But as, on both coalls of the Red Sea you fcarcely 
find any but flagnant water, the way I practifed was always 
this, when I was at any place that allowed me time and 
opportunity—I took a quantity of fine fand, wafhed it from 
the fait quality with which it was impregnated, and fpread 
it upon a fheet to dry ; I then filled an oil-jar with water, 
and poured into it as much from a boiling kettle as would 
ferve to kill all the animalcula and eggs that were in it. I 
then lifted my dried fand, as flowly as poffible, upon the 
furfacc of the water in the jar, till the fand flood half a foot 
in the bottom of it; after letting it fettle a night, we drew it 
off by a hole in the jar with a fpigot in it, about an inch a- 
bove the fand; then threw the remaining fand out upon 
the cloth, and dried and wafhed it again. 

This procefs is fooner performed than deferibed. The 
water is as limpid as the purefl fpring, and little in- 
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ferior to the fincft Spa. Drink largely of this without fear, 
according as your appetite requires. By violent perfpira- 
tion the aqueous part of your blood is thrown off; and it is 
not fpiritous liquor can reftore this, whatever momentary 
flrength it may give you from another caufc. When hot, 
and almofl fainting with weaknefs from continual perfpira- 
tion, I have gone into a warm bath, and been immediately 
Tcftored to flrength, as upon iirfl riling in the morning. 
Some perhaps will obje&, that this heat fhould have weak¬ 
ened and overpowered you; but the fadt is otherwife; and 
the reafon is, the quantity of water, taken up by your ab- 
forbing veffeis, reftored to your blood that finer fluid which 
was thrown off, and then the uncalinefs occafioned by that 
want ceafed, for it was the want of that we called uneafinefs. 

In Nubia never fcruple to throw yourfclf into the folded ri¬ 
ver or fpring you can find, in whatever degree of heat you are. 
The reafon of the difference in Europe is, that when by vio¬ 
lence you have iaifed yourfclf to an extraordinary degree 
of hear, the cola vvater in which you plunge yourfclf cheeks 
your perfpiration, and fhuts your pores fudclcnly. The me¬ 
dium is itfelf too cold, and you do not ufe force fuflicicnt to 
bring back t' .»■ perfpiration, which nought but action occa- 
fioncd; win . in theft* warm countries, your perfpiration 
is natural and mftant, though no action be ufed, only from 
the tempera., .e of the medium; therefore, though youi 
pores are fli nt, the moment you plunge yourfclf in the cold 
water, the fiinple condition of the outward air again covers 
you with pearls ( f lweat the moment you emerge; and 
you begin the expence of the aqueous part of your blood 
afrcfh from the new flock that you have laid in by your 
immeriiou. 

For 
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For tills reafon, if you are well, deluge yourfelf from, 
head to foot, even in the houfe, where water is plenty, by di- 
rcdting a fervant to throw buckets upon you at leaft once 
a-day when you are hotteft; not from any imagination that 
the water braces you, as it is called, for your bracing will 
laft you only a very few minutes ; but thefe copious inun¬ 
dations will carry watery particles into your blood, though 
not equal to bathing in running ftrcams, where the total 
immerfion, the motion of the water, and the action of the 
limbs, all confpire to the benefit you are in queft of. As to 
xold water bracing in thefe climates, I am perfuaded it is an 
idea not founded in truth. By observation it has appeared 
often to me, that, when heated by violent excrcife, 1 have 
been much more relieved, and my ftrength more complete¬ 
ly refiored by the ufe of a tepid bath, than by an equal time 

gaffed in a cold one. 


Do not fatigue yourfelf if poffible. Exercife is not ci¬ 
ther fo neccilhry or falutary here as in Europe. Ufe fruits 
i'paringly, efpccially if too ripe. The mufa, or banana, in 
Arahial clix, arc always rotten-ripe when they are brought to 
you. Avoid all fort of fruit expofed for laic in the markets, 
as it has probably been gathered in the fun, and carried* 
miles in it, and all its juices arc in a ftatc of fermentation. 
Lay it firft upon a table covered with a coarfc doth, ami 
throw frequently a quantity of water upon it; and, if vou 
have an opportunity, gather it in the dew of the morning 
before dawn of day, for that is far better. 

Rice and pillaw arc the bell food; fowls arc very bad 
eggs arc worfe; greens arc not wholefomc. In Arabia the’ 
mutton is good, and, when milled, may be eaten warm with 
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fafety; perhaps better if cold. All foups or broths are to be 
avoided; all game is bad. 

1 have known many very fcrupulous about eating fup- 
pers, but, 1 am perfuaded, without reafon. The great perfpi- 
ration which relaxes the ftomach fo much through the day 
has now ceafed, and the breathing of cooler air has given 
to its operations a much ftronger tone. I always made it 
my moR liberal meal, if I ate meat at ail. While at Jidda, 
my fupper was a piece of cold, roafted mutton, and a large 
gjafs of water, witli my good friend Captain Thornhill, du¬ 
ring the dog-days. 

After this, the excefTive heat of the day being pall, co¬ 
vering our heads from the night-air, always blowing at 
that time from the caft and charged with watery particles 
from the Indian Ocean, we had a luxurious walk of two or 
three hours, as free from the heat as from the noife and 
impertinence of the day, upon a terra fled roof, under a doud- 
lefs Iky, where the final left liar is vifiblc. Thcfe evening 
walks have been looked upon as one of the principal plea- 
lures of the eaft, even though not accompanied with the 
luxuries of aftronomy and meditarion. They have been ad¬ 
hered to from early times to the prefent, and we may there¬ 
fore be allured they were always wholefomc; they have 
often been mifapplied and mifpent in love. 

It is a cuflom that, from the firfl ages, has prevailed in 
the eaft, to Ihriek and lament upon the death of a friend or 
relation, and cut their faces upon the temple with their 
nails, about the breadth of a iixpcnce, one of which is left 
long for that pu.pofc. it was always pradiletl by the Jews, 
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and thence adopted by the Abyflinians, though exprefsly 
forbidden both by the law and by the prophets*. At Ma- 
fuah, it feems to be particular to dance upon that occafion. 
The women, friends, and vilitors place themfelvcs in a ring; 
then dance llowly, figuring in and out as in a country-dance. 
This dance is all to the voice, no inftrument being ufed up¬ 
on the occafion ; only the drum (the butter-jar before men¬ 
tioned) is beat adroitly enough, and feems at once nccef- 
fary to keep the dance and long in order. In Abyllinia, too, 
this is purfued in a manner more ridiculous. Upon the 
death of an ozoro, or any nobleman, the twelve judges, 
(who are generally between 60 and 70 years of age) ling 
the fong, and dance the figure-dance, in a manner l'o truly 
ridiculous, that grief mult have taken fall hold of every 
fpectator who does not laugh upon the occafion. There 
needs no other proof the decealed was a friend. 

Mahomet Gibbebti married at Arkecko. For fifteen days 
afterward, the hulband there is invifiblc to everybody but 
the female friends of his wife, who in that fultrv country 
do everything they can, by hot and i'piccd drinks, to throw 
the man, flewed in a dole room, into a fever. I do believe 
that Mahomet Gibberri, in the courle of thele fifteen days, 
was at lea ( l two Hone lighter. It puts me much in mind of 
fome of our countrymen fweating thcmlelvos for a horl'c- 
race with a load of flannel on. J concei\e that Mahomet 
Gihbcrti, had it not been for the fyke, would have made a 
bad figure in the match lie was engaged in. ( ne of thefc 
nights of his being fequcflercd, when, had 1 not providen¬ 
tially 
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tially engaged Achmer, his uncle the Navbe would have 
cut our throats. I heard two girls, profeflors hired for fuch 
occafions, fing alternately verfe for verfe in reply to each 
other, in the moft agreeable and melodious manner I ever 
heard in my life. This gave me great hopes that, in Abyf- 
finia, I fliould find mufic in a ftatc of perfection little ex¬ 
pected in Europe. Upon inquiry into particulars I was 
miferably diiappointed, by being told tilde muficians were 
all flrangers from Azab, the myrrh country, where all the 
people were natural muficians, and lung in a better fiile 
than that 1 had heard; but that nothing of this kind was 
known in Abyflinia, a mountainous, barbarous country, 
without infirument, and without fong; and that it was the 
fame here in Arbara; a mifcrable truth, which I afterwards 
completely verified. Thefc fingers were Culhitcs, not Shep¬ 
herds. 

I, however, made myfelf mailer of two or three of thefe 
alternate fangs upon the guitar, the wretched infirument of 
that country; and was fiurprified to find the words in a lan¬ 
guage equally flrangc to Maiuah and Abvilinia. I had fre¬ 
quent interviews with thele muficians in the evening; they 
were perfectly black and woolly-headed. Being flares, they 
fp. <ke both Arabic and '1 igre, but could fing in neither; and, 
I'O.n every pofiible inquiry, I found cveiy thing, allied to 
counterpoint, was unknown among them. I have fome- 
times endeavoured to recover fragments of thefe fongs, 
which I once perfectly knew fiom memory only, but un¬ 
fortunately I committed none of them to writing. Sorrow, 
and various misfortunes, that every day marked my flav in 
the barbarous country to which 1 was then going, and the 
neceilarv part 1, much againfl my will, was for felf-prcfir- 
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vation forced to take in the ruder occupations of thofe 
times, have, to my very great regret, obliterated long ago 
the whole from my memory. 

It is a general cuftom in Mafuah for people to bum 
myrrh and incenfe in their houfes before they open the 
doors in the morning; and when they go out at night, 
or early in the day, they have always a fmall piece of 
rag highly fumigated with thefe two perfumes, which 
they fluff into each noflril to keep, them from the un whole- 
fome air. 

The houfes in Mafuah are, in general, built of poles and 
bent grafs, as in the towns of Arabia; but, befides thefe, 
there are about twenty of {tone, fix or eight of which are 
two ftoreys each; though the fecond feldom confifls of more 
than one room, and that one generally not a large one. 
The flones are drawn out of the fea as at Dahalac; and in 
thefe we fee the' beds of that curious mulfel, or Ihell-fifh, 
found to be contained in the folid rock at Mahon, called 
Dattoli da marc , or fea-dates, the iifli of which I never law a 
the Red Sea; though there is no doubt but they art • be 
found in the rocky iflands about Mafuah, if they bieak. the 
rocks for them. 

Although Mafuah is fituated in the very entrance of A- 
byffinia, a very plentiful country, yet all the necellaiic.t of 
life are fcarce and dear. Their quality, toe*, is very indif¬ 
ferent. This is owing to the difficulty, expencc, and dan¬ 
ger of carrying the feveral articles through the defert flat 
country, called Samhar, which Jic^ between Arkeeko and 
tshc mountains of AbyfTmia ; as well as to the extortions 
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excrcifcd by the Naybc, who takes, under the name of cut- 
toms, whatever part he pleafes of the goods and provi lions 
brought to that ifland; by wliich means the profit of the 
feller is fo fmall, as not to be worth the pains anti riik of 
bringing it: 20 rotol of butter coft a pataka and a half, 
harf; or, in one term, 45 j harf. A goat is half of a pataka ; 
a Ihecp, two-thirds of a pataka; the ardep of wheat, 4 pa¬ 
takas ; Dora, from Arabia, 2 patakas. 


•Venit, vtlijftma rerum , 

Hie aqua, Herat. lib. 1. Sat. 6 . v. SS. 

Water is fold for three diwanis, or paras, the 7 gallons. 
The. fame fort of money is in ufe at Mafuah, and the op- 
pofite coaft of Arabia; and it is indeed owing to the com¬ 
mercial intcrcourfe with that coall that any coin is cur¬ 
rent in this or the weilern fide. It is all valued by the 
Venetian fequin. But glafs beads, called Contaria, of all 
kinds and colours, perfect and broken, pafs for fmall money, 
and are called, in their language, Borjookc. 

Table of the relative valve rf Aloxr.r. 


Venetian Sequin, — 
Pataka or Imperial Dollar, 
1 Harf, — — 

10 Kibccr, — — 

1 Kibcer, — — 


2 1 Pataka. 

28 Iiarf. 

4 Diwani. 

1 Diwani, 

3 Borjookc, or Grains. 


The Harf is likewife called Dahab, a word very equivo¬ 
cal, as it means, in Arabic, gold, and frequently a font. in. 
The Harf is 120 grains of beads, 

Tur 
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The zermabub, or fequin of Conflantinople, is not current 
here. Thofe that have them, can only difpofe of them to 
tne women, who hang them about their temples, to their 
necklaces, and round the necks of their children. The 
fraction of the pataka is the half and quarter, which pafs 
here like wife. 

There is a confiderable deal of trade carried on at Mafitah, 
notwithflanding thefe inconveniencies, narrow and confin¬ 
ed as the illand is, and violent and unjufl as is the govern¬ 
ment. But it is all done in a flovenly manner, and for 
articles where a final I capital is in veiled. Property here 
is too precarious to rillc a venture in valuable commo¬ 
dities, where the hand of power enters into every tranfac- 
tion. 

The goods imported from the Arabian fide are blue cot¬ 
ton, Surat cloths,and cochineal ditto, called Kermis, fine cloth 
from different markets in India; coarfc white cotton cloths 
from Yemen ; cotton unfpun from ditto in bales; Venetian 
beads, chryilal, drinking, and looking-glafles; and cohol, or 
crude antimony. Thefe three lad articles come in great 
quanti ies from Cairo, firll in the coffee fliips to Jidda, and 
then in lmall b.nksovcr to this port. Old topper too is an 
article on which much is gained, and great quantity is im¬ 
ported. 

The Galla, and all the various tribes to the well ward of 
Gondar, wear bracelets of this copper; and they fay at times, 
that, near the country of Congas and Cuba, it has been 
fold, weight for weight, with g< Id. 'Ihere is a fhell like¬ 
wise here, a univalve of the fpccics of volutes, which fells 
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at a Cuba for xo paras. It is brought from near Hodeida, 
though it is fometimcs found at Konfodah and Loheia. 
There are a few alfo at Dahalac, but not efteemed: thefe 
pais for money among the Djawi and other weflern Galla. 

The cuba is a wooden meafure, containing, very exactly, 
62 cubic inches of rain water. The drachm is called Calla; 
there is 10 drachms in their wakca. 

Gold, »6 patakas per wakea. 

Civet, 1pataka the wakca. 

Elephants teeth, 18 patakas for 35 rotol. 

Wax, 4 patakas the faranzala. 

Myrrh, 3 patakas per ditto. 

Codec, 1 pataka the 6 rotol. 

Honey, i of a pataka the Cuba, 

The Banians were once the piincipal merchants of Ma- 
fuah ; but the number is now reduced to lix. They are 
filver-fmiths, that make ear-rings and other ornaments f./r 
the women in the continent, and are aiTayers of gold; they 
make, however, but a poor livelihood. 

As there is no water in Mafuah, the number of ani¬ 
mals belonging to it can be but linall. The lea-fowl have 
nociting lingular in them, and arc the grey and the white 
gull, and the linall bird, called the fea-lark, or pickerel. 
The iK.v-l.nk is here, but is mute the whole vear, till the 
lic'l l.iins fall in November; he then mounts very high, and 
fn . 7 . in the \cry hear of the day. I law him in the Ttlia- 
im, I- it he did nor fing there; probably for the rcafbn 
given aoovc, as there was no rain. 
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There arc no fparrows to be feen here, or on tlic oppofite 
(hore, nor in the illands. Although there were leorpions in 
abundance at Lohcia, we found none of them at Maluah. 
Water and greens, cfpcciallv of the melon and cucumber 
kind, feem to be ncccftary to this poifonous infect. Indeed 
it was only after rains we law them in Lohcia, and then the 
young ones appeared in fwarms; this w«is in the end of 
Auguft. They are of a dull green colour, bordering upon 
yeliow. As far as I could obferve, no perfon apprehended 
any thing from their Ring beyond a few minutes pain. 

We left Mafuah the 10th of November, with the foldiers 
and boats belonging to Achmct. We had likewile three 
fervants from Abvllinia, and no longer apprehended the 
Naybc, who feemed, on his part, to think no more of us. 

In the bay between Mafuah and Arkeeko arc two iflands, 
Toulakotxt and Shekh Sddc; the firft on the weft, the other 
on the fouth. They are both uninhabited, and without 
water. Shekh Seide has a marabout, or faint’s tomb, on the 
weft end. It is not half a mile in length, when nor over¬ 
flowed, but has two large points of land which run far out 
to the eaft and to the weft. Its w r cft point runs lb near to 
Toulahout, as, at low-water, fen ce to leave a channel for 
the breadth of a boat to pals between. 

Tin nr is a chart, or map of the if and of Mafuah, hand- 
<d about with other had maps and charts of the Red bra, 
(ot which I have already fpoken) among our tinglilh cap - 
tains from India. It feems to he of as old date as the fu ll 
landing of toe I’ortugueic under Don kodcrigo dcl.ini2, in 
iJic time ot Dd\id 111. but it is very inaccurate,or rather er¬ 
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roncous, throughout. The map of the iiland, harbour, and 
bay, with the foundings, which I here have given, may¬ 
be depended upon, as being done on the fpot with the 
greatefl attention. 

Achmi.t, though much better, was, however, not well. 
His fever had left him, but he had fomc fymptoms of its 
being followed by a dyfenterv. In the two days I relied at 
his houfc, I had endeavoured to rernive tliefe complaints, 
and had fuceeeded in part; for which lie teflified the ut- 
nfoll gratitude, as he was wonderfully afraid to die. 

Tin Navbe had viilted him fc\eral times every day ; but 
as I was detirous to lcc Achmet well before I ten Arkceko, 

I kept out of the way on thefe occafions, being refolved, 
the iirR interview, to prefs for an immediate departure. 

On the 13 th, at four o’clock in the afternoon, 1 waited 
upon the Naybc at his own houfe. He received me with 
more civility than ufual, or rather, I lhould have faid, with 
lefs brutality; for a grain of any thing like civility had 
never yet appeared in his behaviour. He had juft received 
news, that a fervant of his, font to collect money at Hama- 
zen, had run off with it. As I faw he was bufy, I took my 
leave of him, only aiking his commands for Habefti; to 
which he anfxvercd, “We have time enough to think of 
that, do you conic here to morrow.” 

On the 14th, in the morning, I waited upon him accord¬ 
ing to appointment, having lirlt drtick my tent and got all 
my baggage in readinefs. He received me as before, then 
told me with a grave air, “ that he was willing to further my 
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journey into Habcfh to the utmoft of his power, provided I 
fhewed him that confidcration which was due to him from 
all paffcngers ; that as, by my tent, baggage, and arms, lie 
faw I was a man above the common fort, which the grand 
lignior’s firman, and all my letters teflified, lefs than iocd 
patakas offered by me would be putting a great affront up¬ 
on him ; however, in confidcration of the governor of Ti- 
gre, to whom I was going, he would confent to receive 300, 
upon my fwearing not to divulge this, for fear of the fliamc 
that would fall upon him abroad. 

/ 

To this I anfwered in the fame grave tone, “ That I thought 
him very wrong to take 300 patakas with fhame, when re¬ 
ceiving a tlioufand would be more honourable as well a3 
more profitable; therefore he had nothing to do but put 
that into his account-book with the governor of Tigre, and 
fettle his honour and his interefl together. As for myfelf, 
1 was fent for by Metical Aga, on account of the king, and 
was proceeding accordingly, and if he oppofed my going 
forward to Metical Aga, I fhould return; but then again 
I fhould exped ten thoufand patakas from Metical Aga, for 
the trouble and lofs of time I had been at, which he and 
the Ras would no doubt fettle with him.” The Navbc faid 
nothing in reply, but only muttered, doling his teeth, JUi- 
tan afrit, that devil or tormenting fpirit. 

“ Look you, (fays one of the king’s fervants, whom 1 had 
not heard fpeak before) 1 was ordered to bring this man to 
my mafter; I heard uo talk of patakas ; the army is ready 
to march againft. Waragna Fafil, I muft not lolc my time 
here.” Then taking his fhort red cloak under his arm, 
and giving it a fhake to make the dull fly from it, he put 
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ir upon his ihoulders, and, ftretcliing out his hand very fa¬ 
miliarly, laid, “ Naybe, within this hour I am for Habefh, 
my companion will ltay here with the man; give me my 
dues for coming here, and I fhall carry any anfwer either 
of you has to fend.” The Naybe looked much difconcerted. 
“ Befides, faid I, you owe me 300 patakas for faving the life 
of your nephew Aclimet.”—“ Is not his life worth 300 pata¬ 
kas ?” He looked very filly, and faid, “ Achmet’s life is wortlv 
all Mafuah.” There was no more talk of patakas after this. 
Hc^ordcred the king’s fervant nor to go that day, but come 
to him to-morrow to receive his letters, and he would ex¬ 
pedite us for Habefli. 

Those friends that I had made at Arkceko and Mafuah, 
feeing the Naybc’s obftinacy again!! our departure, and, 
knowing the cruelty of his nature, advifed me to abandon 
all thoughts of Abyllinia ; for that, in palling through Sam- 
har, among the many barbarous people whom he com¬ 
manded, difficulties would multiply upon us daily, and, 
either by accident, or order of the Naybe, wc ihould furcly 
be cut off. 

I was too well convinced of the embarrafiment that lay 
behind me if left alone with the Naybe, and too determined 
upon mv journey to heiirate upon going forward. 1 even 
flattered mvfelf, that Ids flock of firatagems to prevent our 
going, was bv this time exhaulled, and that the morrow 
would fee 11s in the open fields, free from further tyranny 
and controu 1. In this conjecture I was warranted by the 
vifihlc imprefiion the declaration of the king's fervant had 
made upon him. 
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On the 15th,early in the morning, I llruck 1m rent ;;gntn, 
and had my baggage prepared, to lhevv we were den 1 * «in d 
to flay no longer. At eight o’clock, I went to the b ode, 
and found him almoil alone, when he receiud nit a 
manner that, for him, might have palled tor civil. 1 
gan with a confiderablc degree of clotiuence, or flue: . f 
fpeech, a long enumeration of the difliculties of our y, 

the rivers, precipices, mountains, and woods we wt rt to 
pals; the number of wild beails every where to be found ; 
as alio rhe wild favage people that inhabited thole pl.uy.; 
the mod of which, he laid, were luckily under his mm- 
mand, and lie would rctommend to them to do us all 
manner of good ofliees. He commanded two ot his ka ro¬ 
taries to write the proper letters, and, in the mean time, 
ordered us coil'ee; converting natutallv enough ab< u; tlu 
king and Ras Michael, their campaign againil laid. end 
the great improbabilitv there was, they IhmM he nutci- 
ful. 

At this time tame in a fen ant < o\ crcd with dull and ketn- 
ingly fatigued, as Inning arri'-ed m lulle from afar. I lie 
Xaybc, with a tunfiderahle tleal <>f uncuiukfs and contnlion, 
opened the letters, which were iaitl to bring intelligent c, 
rliat the Llazorta, .Shiho, and 7 'ora, the three nations who 
poilefled that part of Samhar through width our road led 
to Dobarwa, the ominon pallage from Mafuah to Tigre, had 
revolted, driven away his l'ervants, and d-clared themlehes 
independent. He then, (as if all was over) ordered his lcirc- 
tai" :s to ll.p writing; and, lifting up his eyes, began, with 
gr 1: in.tning devotion, to thank C-od wc were not already 
on our journey ; for, innocent as he was, when we ihould 

have 
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have been cut off, the fault would have been imputed to 
him. 

Angry as I was at fo barefaced a farce, I could not help 
bu riling out into a violent lit of loud laughter, when he 
put on the fevered countenance, and delired to know the 
ivafon of m/ laughing at fuch a time. It is now two 
months, anlwered I, iincc you have been throwing various 
objections in my way ; can you wonder that 1 do not give 
into fo grofs an impoiition ? This fame morning, before I 
"hriick my tent, in prefence of your nephew Achmet, i lpoke 
with two Shiliojull arrived from Samliar, who brought let¬ 
ters to Achmet, which laid all was in peace. Have sou 
earlier intelligence than that of this morning ? 

IIi: was for l'ome time without fpeaking ; then faid, “ If 
vou are weary of living, you arc welcome to go ; but 1 will 
do my duty in warning tliofc that are along with you of 
their and your danger, that, when the mifehief happem, it 
nnv not be imputed to me.” “ No number of naked Shi- 
ho.” faid I, “ un lei's initructcd by you, can ever be found on 
our road, that will venture to attack us. The Shiho have 
no lire arms; but if you have lent onjmrpofe dime of your 
foldicrs that have lire arms, thefe will dffcovcr b\ what 
auth ority they conic. For our part, we cannot 11 y ; wc 
neither know the country, the language, nor the water* ng- 
placco, and we ihall not attempt it. We bate plenty of dif¬ 
ferent forts of fire-arms, and your fervanti have often lien 
at Mafuah we are not ignorant in the ufe of them. We, it 
is true, mat lofe our lives, that is in the hand of the Al¬ 
mighty ; but we Ihall not fail to leave enough on the l'pot,. 
to give fufficient indieadon to the king and Ras Michael,. 

3 when 
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who it was that were our ailailins, Janni of Adowa will ex¬ 
plain the reft.” 

I then rofe very abruptly to go away. It is impoflible to 
give one, not converfant with thefe people, any conception 
what perfect matters the molt clowniili and beattly among 
them are of diilimulation. The countenance of the Na)be 
now changed in a moment. In his turn he buvit out into 
a loud fit of laughter, which furprifed me full as much as 
mine, fomc time before, had done him. Every feature of 
his treacherous countenance was altered and foftened into 
complacency ; and he, for the firit time, bore the appearance 
of a man. 

“ What I mentioned about the Shiho, he thenfaid, was 
but to try you; all is peace. I only wanted to keep you 
here, if poflible, to cure my nephew Achmet, and his uncle 
Emir Mahomet; but fincc you are rcfolved to go, be not a- 
fraid; the roads arc fafe enough. I will give you a perfon 
to conduct you, that will carry you in fafety, even if there 
was danger; only go and prepare iuch remedies as may be 
proper for the Emir, and leave them with my nephew Ach¬ 
met, while I finifli my letters.” This I willingly content¬ 
ed to do, and at my return I found every thing ready. 

Our guide was a handfomc young man, to whom, though 
a Chriltian, the Nay be had married his filler; his name was 
Saloome. The common price paid for fueh a conductor is 
three pieces of blue Surat cotton cloth. The Naybe, how¬ 
ever, obliged us to promife thirteen to his brother-in-law, 
with which, to get rid of him with fomc degree of good 
grace, we willingly complied. 


i 
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Before our fetting out I told this to Achmet, who faid, 
that the man was not a bad one naturally, but that his un¬ 
cle theNaybe made all men as wicked as himfclf. He fur- 
nifhed me with a man to Ihew me where I fhould pitch my 
tent; and told me he fhould now take my final deliverance 
upon himfelf, for we were yet far, according to the Naybe’s 
intentions, from beginning our journey to Gondar. 

Arkeeko confifts of about 400 houfes, a few of which 
are built of clay, the relt of coarfe grafs like reeds. The 
Nhybe’s houfe is of thefe laft-nanied materials, and not dif- 
tinguilhed from any others in the town ; it Hands upon the 
S. W. fide of a large bay. There is water enough for large 
fliips clofe to Arkeeko, but the bay being open to the 
N. h. makes it uneafy riding in blowing weather. Befidcs, 
you are upon a lee-fhore; the bottom is compofed of foft 
fand. In Handing in upon Arkeeko from the fea through 
the canal between Shekh Scide and the main land, it is 
ncceffary to range the coaft about a third nearer the main 
than the ifland. Tin p oint, or Shekh Seide, firetdies far out, 
and has lhallow water upon it. 

The Cape that forms the fouth-wefi fide of the large bay 
is called Ras Golem , being the rocky bafe of a high mountain 
of that name, feen a confiderable diftance from fea, and di- 
fiinguifiied by its form, which is that of a hog’s back. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

Journey from Arkceko , over the mountain Taranto, to Dixon. 

A CCORDING to Aclimct’s defire, we left Arkecko the 
15th, taking our road fouthward, along the plain, 
which is not here above a mile broad, and covered with 
fliort grafs nothing different from ours, only that the blade 
is broader. After an hour’s journey I pitched my tent at 
Laberhey, near a pit of rain-water. The mountains of A- 
byflinia have a Angular afpedt from this, as they appear in 
three ridges. The firft is of no confidcrablc height, but full 
of gullies and broken ground, thinly covered with fhrubs ; 
the fecond, higher and deeper, Hill more rugged and bare; 
the third is a row of fharp, uneven-edged mountains, which 
would be counted high in any country in Europe. Far 
above the top of all, towers that flupendous mafs, the moun¬ 
tain of Taranta, I fuppofe one of the highefl in the world, 
the point of which is buried in the clouds, and very Airely 
feen but in the cleared weather; at other times abandoned 
to perpetual mill and darknefs, the feat of lightning, thun¬ 
der, and of dorm. 


Taranta 
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Taranta is the higheft of a long, fleep ridge of moun¬ 
tains, the boundary between tbe oppofitc feafons. On its caft 
fide, or towards the Red Sea, the rainy feafon is from October 
to April; and, on the wcllern, or Abyflinian fide, cloudy, 
rainy, and cold weather prevails from May to O&ober. 

In the evening, a meffengcr from the Naybe found us 
at our tent at Laberhey, and carried away our guide Sa- 
Iwome. It was not till the next day that he appeared again, 
Vnd with him Achmct, the Nay he’s nephew. Achmet made 
us‘deliver to him the thirteen pieces of Surat cloth, which 
was promifed Saloomc for his hire, and this, apparently,' 
with that perfon’s good-will. He then changed four of the 
men whom the Naybe had furnifhed us for hire to carry 
our baggage, and put four others in their place; this, not 
without fome murmuring on their part; but he perempto¬ 
rily, and in feeming anger, dilpatchcd them back to Ar- 
keeko. 

% 

Achmet now came into the tent, called for coffee, and 
while drinking it, faid, “ You are fufficieiitly perfuaded that 
I am your friend; if you are not, it is too late now to con¬ 
vince you. It is neceffarv, however, to explain the reafons 
of w hat you fee. You are not to go to Dobarwa, though it 
is the bell road, the fafell being preferable to the eafiefl. 
Saloomc knows the road by Dixati as well as the other. 
You will be apt to curfe me when you are toiling and 
fweating attending Taranta, the higheit mountain in Abyf- 
finiand on this account worthy your notice. You are 
then to coniider if the fatigue of body you then fuffer in 
th.u pallage is not overpaid by the abfolutc fafety you will 
find youi Jcives in. Dobarwa belongs to the Na)be, and 1 

You III. I cannot 
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cannot anfwer for the orders he may have given to his own, 
fervants; but Dixan is mine, although the people are.much 
worfe than thofe of Dobarwa. I have written to my officers 
there ;.they will behave the better to you for this; and, as 
you are fining and robuft, the bell I can do for you is to 
fend you by a rugged road, and a fafe one.. 

Achme.t again gave his orders to Saloome, and we, all 
rifing, faid the fedtah, or prayer ofpeace ; which being over,, 
his fervant .gavehim a narrow web of muffin, which, with., 
his own hands, he wrapped round my head in the manner 
the better fort of Mahometans wear it at Dixan. He then 
parted, faying, M He that is your enemy is mine alfo; you 
fhali hear of me by Mahomet Gibberti.” 

This rinifiied a feries of trouble and vexation, not to fay 
danger, fuperior to any thing I ever before had experienced,, 
and of which the bare recital (though perhaps too minute 
a one) will give but an imperfect idea. Thcfe wretches 
poflefs talents for tormenting and alarming, far beyond the 
power of belief ^ and, by laying a true fketch of them be¬ 
fore a traveller, an author does him the moft real fcrvice. 
In this country the more truely we draw the portrait of man,, 
the more we feem to fall into caricatura. 

On the 16 th, in the evening, we left Laberhey; and, after 
continuing about an hour along the plain, our gral's end¬ 
ed, the ground becoming dry, firm, and gravelly, and we 
then entered into a wood of acacia-trees of confiderable fize. 
We now began to afeend gradually, having Gedem, the high 
mountain which forms the bay of Arkeeko, on our left, and 
thcfe fame mountains, which bound the plain of Arkeeko to 

the 
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the weft, on our right We encamped this night on a rifing- 
ground called Shillokeeb, where there is no water, though 
the mountains were everywhere cut through with guiiics 
and water courfes, made by the violent rains that fall here 
in winter. 

The 17th, we continued along the fame plain, ftill cover¬ 
ed thick with acacia-trees. They were then in bloflbm, had 
a round yellow flower, but we faw no gum upon the trees. 
Our direction had hitherto been fouth. We turned wefter- 
ly through an Opening in the mountains, which here ftand 
£0 clofe together as to leave no valley or plain fpace be¬ 
tween them but what is made by the torrents, in the rainy 
feafon, forcing their way with great violence to the fea. 

The bed of the torrent was our only road; Ad, as it 
was all fand, we could not wifh for a better. The moifture 
it had ftrongly imbibed protected it from the fudden effe&s 
of the fun, and produced, all alongft its courfe, a great de¬ 
gree of vegetation and verdure. Its banks were full of 
rack-trees, capers, and tamarinds ; the two laft bearing lar¬ 
ger fruit than I had ever before fecn, though not arrived to 
their greateft.fize or maturity. 

We continued this winding, according to the courfe of 
the river, among mountains of no great height, but bare, 
ftony, and full of terrible precipices. At half paft eight 
o’clock we haired, to avoid the heat of the fun, under {hade 
of the trees before mentioned, for it was then exceflivelv 
hot, though in the month of November, from ten in the 
morning till two in the afternoon. We rfiet this day with 
large numbers of Shiho, having their wives and families 

1j along 
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along with them, defcending from the tops of the h igh moun¬ 
tains of Habefli, with their flocks to pafture, on the plains 
below near the fea, upon grafs that grows up in the months 
of October and November, when they have already con fu¬ 
med what grew in the oppofite feafon on the other fide of 
the mountains. 


This change of domicil gives them a propenfity to thie¬ 
ving and violence, though otherwife a cowardly tribe. It 
is a proverb in Abyflinia, “ Beware of men that drink two 
u waters,” meaning thefe, and all the tribes of Shepherds , 
who were in fearch of paflure, and who have lain under 
the fame imputation from the remoteft antiquity. 

The Shiho were once very numerous ; bur, like all thefe 
nationsftaving communication with Mafuah, have fu/Fercd 
much by the ravages of the fmall-pox. The rShiho are the 
blacked of the tribes bordering upon the Red Sea. They 
were all elorhed ; their women in coarfe cotton fhifts reach¬ 
ing down to their ancles, girt abom the middle with a lea¬ 
ther belt, and having very large fleeves; the men in Ihort 
cotton breeches reaching to the middle of their thighs, and 
a goat’s /kin crofs their /boulders. They have neither tents 
nor cottages, but either live in caves in the mountains under 

trees, or in fmall conical huts built with a thick grafs like 
reeds. ° 


Th, 3 parry confided of ahout fifty men, and, I fuppofe, 
not more than thirty women; from winch it homed pro- 
b.i >Ie the Mnho arc Monoprim, as afterwards, indeed, 1 
knew them to hf. l acii of them had a lance in 1m har’d, 
and a luuic at the girdle which kept tip dm bu-echc. i l-.ey 

had 
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had rhc fuperiority of the ground, as coming clown t’^e 
m> untain which we were afccnding; yet I obferved tlv.m 
to feem rather uneafy at meeting us; and fo far from any 
appearance of holliliry, that, I believe, had we attacked 
briikly, they would have fled without much refinance. 
They were, indeed, incumbered with a prodigious quantity 
of goats and other cattle, fo were not in a fighting trim. I 
faluted the man that feemed to be their chief, and a/ked 
him if he would fell us a goat. He returned my falute ; 
lp.it either could not fpeak Arabic, or declined further con- 
verfation. However, thofe of our people behind, that were 
of a colour nearer to themfelves, bought us a goat that was 
lame, (dearly they laid) for fome antimony, four large nee- 
dl es, and f >me beads. Many of them alked us for kiferab, or 
bread. This being an Arabic word, and their having no 
other word in their language lignifying bread, convince' me 
they were Iethvophagi i as, indeed, hiflory fays all thofe Tro- 
glvdite nations were who lived upon the Red Sea. Ir could 
not indeed be otherwife: the rich, when trade flouriflied in 
thefe parts, would probably get corn from Arabia or Ab)£ 
finia ; but, in their own country, no com would grow. 

At 2 o’clock in the afternoon we refumed our journey 
through a very ftony, uneven road, till 5 o’clock, when we 
pitched our tent at a place called Hamhammou, on the fide 
of a finalt green hill fome hundred yards from the bed of 
the torrent. The weather had been perfectly good flnee 
we left Mafuah : this afternoon, however, it l'eemcd to 
threaten rain ; the high mountains were quite hid, and 
g’-e.u put (■: the lower . ncs covend with thick, cloud*; the 
li 1 ; 11»V* r.-M\.ry frequent, broad, as d deep tinged wait 
biu». ; ai.vi L>. ig n. ils of thunder ttcrc iiCaid, but ai a d;f- 

• tance*. 
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tance. This was die firft fample we had of AbyfGnian bad 
weather. 

’i 

The river fcarcely ran at our paffing it; when, all on a 
fudden, we heard a noifc on the mountains above, louder 
than the loudeft thunder. Our guides, upon this, dew to 
the baggage* and removed it to the top of the green hill; 
which was no fooner done, than we faw the river coming 
down in a dream about the height of a man, and breadth 
of the whole bed it ufed to occupy. The water was thick 
tinged with red earth, and ran in the form of a deep river, 
and fwelled a little above its banks, but did not reach our 
dation on the hill. 

An antelope, furprifed by the torrent, and I believe hurt 
by it, was forced over into the pcninfula where we were, 
feemingly in great diftrefs. As foon as'my companions faw 
there was no further danger from the river, they furround- 
ed this innocent comrade in misfortune, and put him to 
death with very little trouble to themfelvcs. The acquili- 
tion was not great; it was lean, had a mulky fade, and was 
worfe meat than the goat we had bought from the Shiho. 
The torrent, though now very fenfibly diminidied, dill pre¬ 
ferred a current till next morning. 

Between Hamhammou and Shillokeeb we fird faw the 
dung of elephants, full of pretty thick pieces of indigeded 
branches. We likewife, in many places, faw the tracks thro’ 
which they had palled; fome trees were thrown down from 
the roots, fame broken in the middle, and branches half- 
naten.drewed on the ground. 
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Hamhammou is a mountain of black Hones, almoft cal¬ 
cined by the violent heat of the fun. This is the boundary of 
the diftrid; Samhar is inhabited by the Shiho; from Ham* 
hammou to Taranta is called Hadaflait belongs to the Ha- 
zorta. 

This nation, though not fo numerous as the Shiho, arc 
yet their neighbours, live in conftant defiance of theNavbc, 
and are of a colour much refembhng new copper; but are 
inferior to the Shiho in fize, though very agile. Ail their 
fubftance is in cattle; yet they kill none of them, bur live 
entirely upon milk. They, too, want alfo an original word 
for bread in their language, for the fame reafon, I fuppofe, 
as the Shiho. They have been generally fucccfsful againft 
the Naybc, and live either in caves, or in cabannes, like ca¬ 
ges, juft large enough to hold two perfons, and covered with 
an ox’s hide. .Some of the better fort of women have cop¬ 
per bracelets upon their arms, beads in their hair, and a 
tanned hide wrapt about their fhoulders. 

The nights arc cold here even in fummer; and do not 
allow the inhabitants to go naked as upon the reft of the 
coaft ; however, the children of the Shiho, whom we met 
fir ft, were all naked. 

The i8 th, at half paft five in the morning, we left our 
ftation on the fide of the green hill at Hamhammou: fur fome 
time our road lay through a plain fo thick fet with acacia- 
trees that our hands and faces were all tom and blftody 
with the ftrokes of their thorny branches. We tN*n re¬ 
fumed our ancient road in tlie bed cf ihe torrent, now near¬ 
ly 
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ly dry, over ftones which the rain of the preceding night 
had made very flippery. 

At half pad feven we came to the mouth of a narrow 
valley, through which a dream of water ran very lwifily 
over a bed of pebbles. It was the firft clear water we had 
feen fince we left Syria, and gave us then unfpeakable plea- 
fure. It was in tafte excellent. The Ihacle of the tamarind- 
tree, and the coolnefs of the air, invited us to reft on this 
dclightiiil fpot, though otherwifc, perhaps, it was not ex¬ 
actly conformable to the rules of prudence, as we faw feve- 
ral huts and families of the Hazorta along the lideof the 
ftream, with their flocks feeding on the branches of trees and 
bufties, entirely negledtful of the grafs they were treading 
under foot. 

The caper-tree here grows as high as the tailed Englifti 
elm; its flower is white, and its fruit, though not ripe, was 
fully as large as an apricot. 

I went fome diftance to a fmall pool of water in order 
to bathe, and took my firelock with me ; but none of the 
favages ftnred from their him, nor Teemed to regard me 
more than it I had lived among them all their lives, though 
finely 1 was the mod extsa udu.ary i.ght they had ever 
feen ; whence 1 concluded thru they are a people of fmall 
talents or genius, having no curiouiy. 

At two o’clock we continued our journey, among large 
timber tree, till half pail three, al »ng the tide of the rivulet, 
when we 1 til it. At half pad four we pitched our ten at 
Sadoon, i>y the lide of another ft; cam, as clear, as fliall w, 

4 and 
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and as beautiful as the firft; but the night here was exceed¬ 
ingly c °ld, though the fun had been hot in the day-time. 
Our defire for water was, by this time, confiderably abated. 
We were everywhere furrounded by mountains, bleak, bare, 
black, and covered with loofe ftones, entirely deftitute of 
foil; and, befides this gloomy profpeft, we faw nothing but 
the heavens. 

On the 19th, at half paft fix in the morning, we left Sa- 
doon, our road dill winding between mountains m the bed, 
or torrent of a river, bordered on each fide with rack and 
fycamore tree* of a good fize. I thought them equal to the 
larged trees I had ever feen ; but upon confidcring, and 
roughly meafuring fome of them, 1 did not find one 7'.- feet 
diameter; a fmaU tree in companion of thofe that fome 
travellers have obferved, and much fmaller than 1 expc&cd; 
for here even' caufe .concurred that fibould make the 
growth.of tliefe large bodies exceflive. 

At half pad eight o'clock, we encamped at a place called 
Tubbo, where the mountains are very deep, and broken, 
very abruptly, into cliffs and precipices. Tubbo was by 
much the mod agreeable datioo we had feen ; the trees 
were thick, full of leaves, and gave us abundance of very 
-dark fhade. There was a number of many different kinds 
fb cloiely planted that they feemed to be intended for na¬ 
tural arbours. Every tree was full of birds, variegated with 
an infinity of colours, bui deditute of long; others, of a 
more homely and more European appearance, diverted us 
with a variety of wild notes, in a dile of mufic dill didinct 
and peculiar to Africa ; as different in the compofition from 
our linnet and goldfinch, as ourEnglilh language is to that 

Vol. III. K of 
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of Abyflinia: Yet, from very attentive and frequent obfer- 
vation, I found that the fky-lark at Mafuah fang the fame 
motes as in England. It was obfervable, that the grcateft 
part of the beautiful painted birds were of the jay, or mag¬ 
pie kind: nature feemed, by the finencfs of their drefs, to 
have marked them for children of noife and impertinence, 
but never to have intended them for pleafure or medita¬ 
tion. 

Tut reafon of the Hazorta making, as it were, a fixed 
Ration here at Tubbo, feems to be the great exuberancy 
of the foliage of thefe large trees. Their principal occupa¬ 
tion feemed to be to cut down the branches moll within 
their reach ; and this, in a dry feafon, nearly dripped every 
tree ; and, upon failure of thefe, they remove their flocks, 
whatever quantity of grafs remained. 

The fycamores conftitute a large proportion of thefe 
trees, and they are everywhere loaded with figs; but the 
procefs of caprification being unknown to thefe favages. 
thefe figs come to nothing, which elfe might be a great re- 
fource for food at times, in a country which feems almoft 
deftitute of the necclfaries of life. 

We left Tubbo at three o’clock in the afternon, and we 
wiftied to leave the neighbourhood of the Hazorta. At four, 
we encamped at Lila, where vve pafled the night in a nar¬ 
row valley, full of trees and brufhwood, by the fide o f a ri¬ 
vulet. Thefe fmall, but delightful dreams, which appear 
on the plain between Taranta and the fea, run only after 
0 < 5 tober. When the fummer rains in Abyflinia are ccafing, 
they begin again on the eafl fide of the mountains ; at other 

3, times. 
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times, no running water is to be found here, but it remains 
ftagnant in large pools, whilft its own depth, or the fliade 
of the mountains and trees, prevent it from being exhaled 
by the heat of the fun till they are again replenifhed with 
frefib fupplies, which are poured into them upon return of 
the rainy feafon. Hitherto we had conftanrly afeended 
from our leaving Arkeeko, but it was very gradually, in¬ 
deed almofl imperceptibly. 

On the 20th, at fix o’clock in the morning, we left our 
Ration at Lila, ami about feven we began to afeend the hills, 
eminences, which ferve as the roots or lkirts of the great 
'mountain Taranta. The road was on each fide bordered 
with nabca, or jujeb trees of great beauty, and fycamorcs 
perfectly deprive ! of their verdure and branches. 

Wr faw to-day plenty of game. The country here is 
everywhere deprived of the fliade it would enjoy from thefe 
fine trees, by the barbarous axes of the Hazorta. We found 
everywhere immenfe flocks of antelopes; as alfo partridges 
of a fmall kind that willingly took refuge upon trees ; nei¬ 
ther of thefe feemed to confidcr us as enemies. The ante¬ 
lopes let us pafs through tlicir flocks, only removing to the 
right or to the left, or (landing Hill and gazing upon us till 
we paifed. But, as tve were then on the confines ofTigre, or 
rather on the turitory it the Buliavnagafh, and as the Ha¬ 
zorta were motion everywhere removing towards the 
t oad 'hr t. m the dominions of the Aby(Lilians to which 
wc were going, a friend of their own tribe, who had joined 
us for fafety, knowing how little trufl was to be put in his 
countrymen when moving in this contrary direction, advi-„ 
fed us by no means to fire, or give any unnccdlary indica- 

K 2 tion 
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tion of the fpot where we were, till we gained the moun¬ 
tain of Taranja, at the foot of which wc halted at nine in 
the morning. 

At half pad: two o’clock in the afternoon we began to 
afeend the mountain, through a mod rocky, uneven road, if 
it can deferve the name, not only from its incredible ftccp- 
nefs, but from the large holes and gullies made by the tor¬ 
rents, and the huge monftrous fragments of rocks which, 
loofened by the water, had been tumbled down into our 
way. It was with great difficulty wc could creep up, each- 
man earn ing his knapfack and arms; but it feemed beyond 
the pollibilitv of human ftrength to carry, our baggage and 
inftruments. Our tent, indeed, fullered nothing by its falls;- 
but our teiefcopcs, time-keeper, and quadrant, were to bo 
treated in a more deliberate and tender manner. 

Our quadrant had hitherto been carried by eight men; 
four to relieve each other ; but thefc were ready to give up 
the undertaking upon trial’of the firft few hundred yards. 
A number of expedients, fuch as trailing it on the ground, 
(all equally faral to the- inltrumcm) were propofed. At laft, 
as I was incomparably the flrongefl of the company, as well 
as the moft interellcd, I, and a llranger Moor who had fol¬ 
lowed us, carried the head of it for about 400 yards over 
the moft difficult and fteepell part of the mountain, which 
before had been.conlidered as impracticable by all. 

Yasine was the name of that Moor, recommended to rat 
by Metical Aga, of whom I have already fpoken a little, and 
fhall be obliged to fay much more ; a perfon whom I hath 
dilcovered to.be a. maa of a. moll fugacious turn, of mind; 

firm 
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firrti heart, and flrenuous nerves ; never more diftinguilhecf 
for all thefe qualities than in the hour of imminent danger; 
at other times remarkable for quietnel's and filcnce, and a 
conflant ftudy of his Koran. 

We carried it Readily up the fleep, eafed the cafe gently 
over the big Rones on which, from time to time, we refled 
it; and, to the wonder of them all, placed the head of the 
three-foot quadrant, with its double cafe, in fafety far above 
the Rony parts of the mountain. At Yafme’s requefl wc 
again undertook the next moil difficult talk, which was to 
carry the iron foot of the quadrant in a Angle deal-cafe, nor 
fo heavy, indeed, nor fo liable to injury, but Rill what had 
been pronounced impofliblc to carry up fo fleep and rugged 
a mountain ; and refufing then the faint offers of thofe that- 
Rood gazing below, excufing themfclves by foretelling an 
immediate and certain mifearriage, we placed the fcccnd 
cafe about ten yards above the iirfl in perfect good condi¬ 
tion. 


Declaring ourfelves now without fear of contradiction, 
and, by the acknowledgment of all, upon fair proof, the two 
befl men in the company, wc returned, bearing very vif bly 
the characters of luch an exertion ; our hands and knee# 
were all cut, mangled, and bleeding, with Riding down and 
clambering over the {harp points of the rocks ; our clothes 
torn to pieces ; yet wc profeffed our ability, without any re¬ 
proaches on our comrades, to carry the two tclcfcopes and 
time-keeper alfo. Shame, and the proof of fuperior con* 
Raney, fo much humbled the relt of our companions, that 
one and all put their hands fo briikly to work, that, with 
infinite toil, and as much plealure, wc adxanced lb far as to. 

i place 
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pU^ alliOur inftruments, ^advbaggage, about two o’clock, 
ipthc afternoon, near half way up this .terrible mountain 

There were five afies, two of which belonged to Yafine, 
and thefe were fully as difficult,to bring up ; the mountain 
as any of our burdens. Moil of their loading, the property 
of Yafine, we carried up the length of my infiruments; and 
it was propofed, as a» thing that one man could do, to make 
the unladen light afles follow, as they had been well taken 
care of, were vigorous and young, and had not fullered by 
the Ihort journies we had made on plain ground. They no 
fooner, however , found themfeives at liberty, and that a 
man was compelling them with a Hick to afeend the moun¬ 
tain, than they began to bray, to kick, and to bite each o- 
ther; and, as it were with one confent, not only ran down 
the part of the hill we had afeended, but, with the fame jo¬ 
vial cries as before, (fmelling, I fuppofe, fomc of their com¬ 
panions) they continued on at a brilk trot; and, as we fup- 
pofed, would never flop till they came to Tubbo, and the 
huts of the Hazorta.. 

All our little caravan, and efpecially the mailers of thefe 
animals, faw from above, in defpair, all our eagernefs to 
pafs Taranta defeated by the fecelfion of the moll obfli- 
natc of the brute creation. But there was no mending this 
by reflection; at the fame time, we were fo tired as to make 
it impoffible for the principals to give any afilillance. Bread 
was to be baked, and fupper to be made ready, after this fa¬ 
tiguing journey. 


At 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. '79 

At length four Moors, <o*»e of them a fervant of Yafine, 
With one firelock, were fent dOWn after the afles ; and the 
men were ordered to fire at a diftance, fo as to Be heard in 
cafe any thing difhoneft was offered on the part of the Ha- 
zorta. But hickily the appetite of the affes returning, they 
had fallen to eat the bufhes, about half way to Lfla, where 
they were found a little before fun-fet. 

The number of hyaenas that are everywhere among the 
bufhes, had, as we fuppofed, been feen by thefe animals, 
and had driven them all into a body. It was probable that 
this, too, made them more docile, fo that they fuffered 
themfelves to be driven on before their mailers. The hyae¬ 
nas, however, followed them ftep by ftep, always increafing 
in number; and, the men, armed only with lances, began to 
be fully as much afraid for themfelves as for the affes. At laft 
the hyaenas became fo bold, that one of them feized the afs 
belonging to the poor Moor, whofe cargo was yet lying at 
the foot of Taranta, and pulled him down, though the 
man ran to him and relieved him with lances. This 
would have begun a general engagement with the hyasnas, 
had not Yafine’s man that carried the firelock difeharged 
it amongft them, but miffed them all. However, it anfwcr- 
ed the purpofe; they difappeared, and left the affes and afs- 
drivers to purfue their way. 

The flint, for a moment, alarmed'us all upon the moun¬ 
tain. Every man ran to his arms to prepare for the coming 
of the Hazorta; but a moment’s reflection upon the fliort 
time the men had been away, the diftance between us and 
Tubbo, and the fmall fpace that it feemed to be from where 
the gun was fired, made us all conclude the man had only in¬ 
tended. 



: 0 *A V%S TO DISCOVER 

(hot to let us know they were at hand, tho’ 
I*'*** not till near midnight before our long-eared compa¬ 
nions joined their mailers. 

We found it impofliblc to pitch our tents, from the ex¬ 
treme wearinefs in which our laft night’s exertion had left 
us: But there was another reafon alfo; for there was not 
earth enough covering the bare fides of Taranta to hold 
fall a tent-pin; but there were variety of caves near us, 
and throughout the mountain, which had fcrved for houfes 
to the old inhabitants ; and in thefe found a quiet and 
not’inconvenient place of repofc, die night of the 20th of 
November. 

All this fide of the mountain of Taranta, which we had 
paffcd, was thick-fet with a fpccies of tree which we had 
never before feen, but which was of incommon beauty 
and curious compofition of parts; its name is kd-quall*. 
Though we afterwards met it in feveral places of Abyflinia, 
it never was in the perfection we now faw it in Taranta. 

On the 2rft, at half paft fix in the morning, having en¬ 
couraged my company with good words, incrcafe of wages, 
and hopes of reward, we began to encounter the other half 
of the mountain, but, before we fet out, feeing that the afs 
of the ft ranger Moor, which was bit by the hytena, was in¬ 
capable of carrying his loading further, I defired the rcil 
every one to bear a proportion of the loading till we fliould 

arrive 


* See the article kol-qsall in the appendix. 
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arrive at Dixan, where I promifed to procure him another 
which might enable him to continue his journey. 

This propofal gave univerfal fatisfaction to our Mahome¬ 
tan attendants. Yafine fwore that my conduct was a re¬ 
proach to them all, for that, though a Chriftian, I had fet 
them an example of charity to their poor brother, highly 
neceffary to procure God’s blefling upon their journey, but 
which fhould properly have come firft from themfelves. 
After a great deal of flrife of kindnefs, it was agreed that 1 
Ihould pay one-third, that the lame afs fhould go for what 
it was worth, and the Moors of the caravan make up the 
difference. 

This being ended, I foon perceived the good effed. My 
baggage moved much more brifkly than the preceding day. 
The upper part of the mountain was, indeed, fteeper, more 
craggy, rugged, and flippery than the lower, and impeded 
more with trees, but not embarrafled fo much with large 
Hones and holes. Our knees and hands, however, were cut 
to pieces by frequent falls, and our faces torn by the mul¬ 
titude of thorny bullies. I twenty times now thought of 
what Achmet had told me at parting, that I ihould curfe him 
for the bad road ihewn to me over Taranra; but blefs him 
for the quiet and fafety attending me in that paffage. 

The middle of the mountain was thinner of trees than 
the two extremes; they were chiefly wild olives which bear 
no fruit. The upper part was clufe covered with groves 
of the oxy cedrus, the Virginia, or berry-bearing cedar, in 
the language of the country called Ar/e. At laid we gained 
the top of the mountain, upon which is iituated a fmail yil- 

Vol. ill. L lage 
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iage called Halai, the fir ft we had leen fiace our leaving 
Mafuah. It ischiefly inhabited by poor fervants and ihe}>- 
herds keeping the flocks of men of fubitancc living in the 
town of Dixan. 

The people here are not black* but of a dark complexion 
bordering very much upon yellow. They have their head 
bare; th-eir feet covered with fandals ; a, goat’s ikin upon 
their fhouklers; a cottoacloth about;their middle; their 
hair fhort and curled like that of a negroe’s in the well part 
of Africa; but this is done by art, not by nature, each man 
having a wooden-flick, with .which he lays hold of the 
lOck.and. twifts it round a ferew, till it curls in the form he • 
defires*. The men carry in their hands two lances and a 
large fhkld of bullfe hide. A crocked knife, the blade in 
the lower part about three.inches broad, but diminiihing to 
a point about fixteen inches long, is fluck at their right fide, 
in a girdle of eparfe cotton cloth, with which, their middle 
is fwatbed, going round them fix times.. 

A li forts of cattle are here in great plenty; cows and bulls 
of exquifite beauty, efpecially the former; they are, for the. 
moft part, completely white, with large dewlaps hanging 
4 ' wn to their knees; their heads, horns, and hoofs per¬ 
fectly well-turned ; the horns wide like our Lincolnlhire 
kine; and their hair like filk. Their flieep are large, and - 
all black. 1 never fspr one of any other colour in the pro¬ 
vince of Tigre.' Their heads are large; their ears remarka¬ 
bly. 


* I apprehend this is the fame inftrument ufed by the ancients, and cenfurcd by the pro* 
jbtts, which, is cor tranflarion, is rendered crifping-pins. Iia, chap. iii. ver. 22 . 
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bly fhort and f nail; inftcad of the wool they have hair, 
as all the fheep within the tropics have, but this is remark*, 
able tor its luilre and foftnefs, without any briftly quality, 
fuch as thofe in Bcja, or the country of Scnnaar; but they 
are neither fo fat, nor is their flcfo fo good, as that of the 
iheep in the warmer country. The goats here, too, are of 
the largeft ftze ; but they are not very rough, nor is their 
hair long. 

The plain on the top of the mountain Taranta was, in 
many places, Town with wheat, which was then ready to be 
cut down, though the harveft was not yet begun. The 
grain was clean, and of a good colour, but inferior in fize 
to that of Egypt. It did not, however, grow thick, nor was 
the ftalk above fourteen inches high. The water is very- 
bad on the top of Taranta, being only what remains 
of the rain in the hollows of the rocks, and in pits prepared 
for it 

Being very tired, we pitched our tent on the ton of the 
mountain. The night was remarkably cold, at leaf! ap¬ 
peared fo to us, whofe pores were opened by the cxccffive 
heat of Mafuah ; for at mid-day the thermometer flood Ox 0 , 
and at fix in the evening ,59°; the barometer, at the fame 
time, 18 V inches French. The dew began to fall ftrongly, 
and fo continued till an hour after fun-fet, though the 
fky was perfecty clear, and the fmalteft liars difcertnble. 

I killed a large eagle here this evening, about fix feet 
ten inches from wing to wing. It Teemed very tame till 
foot. The ball having wounded it but flightly, when on 
<hc ground it could not be prevented from attacking the 

h 2 men 
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men 5 or beads near it with great force and fierccnefs, fo that 
I was obliged to dab it with a bayonet. It was of a dirty 
white; only the head and upper part of its wings were o f 
a light brown. 

On the 2 2d, at eight in the morning, we left our dation on 
the top of Taranta, and foon after began to defeend on the 
fide of Tigre through a road the mod broken and unec cn 
that ever I had feen, always excepting the afeent of Taran¬ 
ta. After this we began to mount a fmall hill, from which 
we had a didintd view of Dixan.. 

The cedar-trees, fo tall and beautiful on the top of Taran¬ 
ta, and alfo on the ead fide, were greatly degenerated when 
we came to the wed, and modly turned into fmall fhrubs 
and feraggy bufhes. We pitched our tent near fome marfliy 
ground for the fake of water, at three quarters pad ten, but 
it was very bad, haying been, for feveral weeks, dagnant. 
We faw here the people bufy at their wheat harved; 
others, who hath finiflied theirs, were treading it out 
with cows or bullocks. They make no ufe of their draw; 
fometimes they burn it, and. fometimes leave it on the fpot 
to rot., 

We fet out from this about ten minutes after three, dc- 
feending gently through a better road than we had hitherto 
feen. At half pad four in the evening,, on the 22d of No¬ 
vember, we came to Dixan. Halai was the fil'd village, fo 
is this the fird town in Abylfinia, on the fide of Taranta. 
Dixan is built on the top of a hill, perfectly in form of a 
fugar loaf; a deep valley furrounds it everywhere like a 

trench;. 
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trench, and the road winds fpirally up the hill till it ends 
among the houfes. 

This town, with a large dirt riel:, and a confiderable nun-,-: 
ber of villages, belonged formerly to the Baharnagafli, and 
was one of the flrong places under his command. After¬ 
wards, when his power came to be weakened, and his oflite 
in difrepute by his treafonable behaviour in the war of the 
Turks, and civil war that followed it, during the Portuguele 
fcttlement in the reign of Socinios, the lurks pollelling the 
fea ports, and being often in intelligence with him, it 
was thought proper to wink at the ufurparions of the gover¬ 
nors of Tigre, who, little by little, reduced this office to be 
dependent cn their power.. 

Dixan, prefuming upon its rtrength, declared for indc± 
pendence in the time the two parties were contending; and,. 
as it was inhabited moftly by Mahometans, it was fecretly 
fupported by the Naybe. Michael Suhul, however, governor 
of TigrC, in the reign of king Yafous II. inverted it with a 
large army of horfc and foot; and, as it hadno water but what 
was in the valley below, the general defeat of thefc lofty 
fnuations, he furfounded the town, encamping upon the 
edge of the valley, and inclofed all the w r atcr within his line 
of circumvallation, making ftrong ports at every watering- 
place, defended by fire-arms.. 

I If. then font to them a buffioon, or dwarf, defiring them to 
furrender within two hours. The pallions of the inhabi¬ 
tants were, however, railed by expectations of fuccour from 
the Naybe ; and they deteiled Michael above every thing 
that could be imagined,. They, therefore, whipt the dwarf, 

and 
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and inffi&ed other marks of contumely upon him. Michael 
bore this with feeming indifference. Ilefent no more lum- 
monfes, but ftrengthened his pofts, and ordered them to be 
continually vifited. Several attacks of no confequcncc wer e 
made by the befieged following large Hones, which were 1 ti¬ 
led down into the trench, but all to no purpofe. A gene¬ 
ral attack, however, from the town, was tried the third day, 
by which one well was carried, and many relieved tin ir 
thirft; many died there, and the reft were forced back into 
the town. A capitulation was now offered; but Michael 
anfwered, he waited for the coming of the Naybe. About 
700 people are faid to have died, during theffege, with thirft; 
and at laft, there being no profpctft of relief, twelve of the 
leaders were delivered and hanged up at the wells. The 
town furrendered at diferetion, and the foldiers finifhed 
thofe whom thirft had fpared. 

Michael then farmed Dixan to the Naybe, who repeo¬ 
pled it There was a high and low town, divided from each 
other by a confiderable fpace. In the lower abode Chrif- 
tians, at leaf! fo calling thcmfelves; on the top of the hill 
were the Nay he’s party, who had dug for thcmfelves a fcan- 
ty well. Saloome, our guide, was fon of the governor for 
the Naybe. Achmet was the perfon the Moors in the low 
town had confided in ; and the Chriflian chief was a depen¬ 
dent upon Janni, our Greek friend at Adowa, who had di¬ 
rection of all the cuftom-houfes in Tigre, and of that at 
Dixan among the reft. 

Our baggage had paffed the trench, and had reached the 
low town through which Saloome had conducted me, 
under pretence -of getting a fpeedy flicker from the heat: 

2 bur 
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bnt he ovcraifted his part; and Janni, his fervant, who fpoke 
C>rcek, giving me a hint to go no farther, I turned ftiort 
towards the houfe, and fat down with my firelock upon a 
ftonc at the door. Our baggage quickly followed, and all 

was put lafe in a kind of a court inebfed with a fufficient 
ftone-wall. 

It was not long till Hagi Abdelcader, Achmet’s friend, 
came to us, inviting me civilly to his houfe, and declaring to 
me the friendly orders he had received from Achmet concern- < 
ing me; bringing along with him alfo a goar, fome butter 
and honey. I excufed myfelf from leaving Janni’s friend, 
the Chriftian, where l had firft alighted ; but ^recommend¬ 
ed Yafine to him, for he had begun to lliew great attach¬ 
ment to me. In about a quarter of an hour came SaloomC, 
with about twenty men, and demanded us, in the name of 
the Naybe, as his ftrangers : hefaid we owed him money for 
conducting us, and likewife for the cuftomhoufe dues. In 
a moment near a hundred men were aflembled round Ha¬ 
gi Abdelcader, all with fhields and lances, and we expected 
to fee a fray of the moll ferious kind. But Abdelcader, with 
a Twitch in his hand, went gravely up to Saloome, and, af¬ 
ter chiding his party with great authority, he held up his 
ftitk twice over Saloome’s head, as if to ftrike him; then or¬ 
dered him, if he had any demands, to come to him in the 
evening; upon which both parties difperfedi and left us in 
peace. 

The matter was ferried in the evening with Saloome in 
an amicable manner, it was proved that thirteen pieces of 
blue cloth were the hire agreed on, and that it had been 
paid-by his order to Achmet; and, though he deferred no¬ 
thing 
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thing for his treacherous inclinations towards us, yet, for 
Achmet’s fake, and our friend Hagi Abdelcadcr’s, we made 
ham a prefent of three pieces more. 

' ' ' f . , r 

itt\i v . 7 . 

It is true of Dixan as, I believe, of moft frontier towns, 
that the bad people of both contiguous countries refort thih 
ther. The town, as I before have faid, confifts of Moors 
and Chriftians, and is very well peopled; yet she only trade 
of either of thefe fe<fts is a very extraordinary one, that of 
felling of children. The Chriftians bring fuch as they have 
ftolen in Abyftinia to Dixan as to a fure depofit; and the 
Moors receive them there, and carry them to a certain mar¬ 
ket at Mafuah, whence they are fent over to Arabia or In¬ 
dia. The priefts of the province of Tigrc, cfpecially thofc 
near the rock Damo, are openly concerned in this infamous 
practice; and fome of thefe have been licenfed by Michael 
to carry it on as a fair trade, upon paying fo many firelocks 
for each dozen or fcore of flaves. 

Nothing can elucidate the footing upon which this 
trade hands better than a tranfadlion which happened 
while I was in Ethiopia, and which reached Gondar by 
way of complaint from Mafuah, and-was told me by Mi¬ 
chael jhimfelf. 

Two priefts; of Tigris, whofe names I have forgot, had 
been long intimate friends. They dwelt near the rock Da- 
mo. The youngeft was married, and had two children, 
both fons ; the other was old, and had none. The old one 
reproved his friend one day for keeping his children at 
home idle, and not putting them to fome profellion by 
which they might gain their bread. The married prieft 
4 pleaded 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. % 


pleaded hit povextyfand hi# want of relation* that could af- 

prieft offered to place his eldea 
fon' ^ipr ^rich friend of; kbown,jvho ha&an children, 
^Jbnuldwa^ forhothing. : . Ilte^ppo^l was 

to i^oId'i^cieA;' to thif 

friend; wl^ fent the boy to Dixanand fold mtx^tlbkce. Up¬ 
on the old prieft’sretum, after giving thefather a fpfendid 
account of his fon’s reception, treatment, and ptofpe&s, he 
gave him a piece of cotton doth,' a*~' a prefen* from his 
fon’s patron. * • : :••• * v ; 


%v; ;■ ^ •'* '■ ■ ' y 

The younger child, about eig^t years old, hearing the 
good fortune of his elder brother, became fo importunate to 
be allowed to go and vifit him, that the parents were obliged 
to humour him, and confent. But the old prieft had a feru- 
ple, faying he would not take the charge of fo young a 
boy, unlels his mother \vent>*with him. This being fet¬ 
tled, the old prieft conveyed them to the market at Bixan, 
where he fold both the mother and the r^mamingfchUd. 


, Returning to die father the old prieft told him, that his 
wife would ftay only fp long, and expected he would then 
fetch her upon a certain day, which was named. The. day 
being conje, the two priefts went together to fee this happy 
family; and, upon their entering Dixan, it w«s'found that 
rhe old prieft had fold the young one, but not ro the fame 
Moor to whom he had fold his family* Soon after, thefe 
two Moors, who had bought the Chriftians, becoming part¬ 
ners in the venture, the old prieftwas *ro receive forty cot¬ 
ton-cloths, that is, L. 10 Sterling, fy the'hufbahd, wife, and 
children. * 

"Vol.HI. M The, 
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lytt&ent Of tbemonfcy^fHirhaps die rejjfentment of 
<iftd ilb& which 

iuWHUs' that 
'*m Mr- 

MpiipifftIffceitfgfe Bvk tthtofc^$6me toDhcan, 

Iht feadfc CTrapttfthr interefted 


™ *oW^&e#%w aMtifto *Wsb]* $&y khidg%gm^ him 

&eh to itwwt to repent of Hicir 
,^Mj5hib» fnSto t ^rOftteded l^rehenfion that they might be 
4 ahd qi^iOrtlid going out Of town, uniefs he 
W^iild accompany. them to fome fmall diftance<; in confi- 
deration of which/^^^rtnild grre him, at parting, two 
pieces of cloth to to the other forty, Which he was 

^totake back to Tigre With h&ta updtfhis return. 


THD hpginning of ftICh e^e&tiohs is in the night. When 
^all'toere afleep, fet out from Dixan; the buyers, the 
J^Hcr, and the faihily fid®* and, being arrived near the 
'•pfiji^taAn where the tray Jums off to the defert, the whole 
patty upon iifee old prifcft, threw hhu down, and bound 
J^im. The woman infilled that flit might be allowed to 
xnt, or tearbiF the little beard he had, in order, as Ihe faid, 
to make him look younger; and this demand was reckon- 
, «d too juft to be denied her. The whole fire were then 
Carried to Mjfuah; the woman and her two children were 
fbldto Arahm; the two priifts had nbt fo ready a market, 
ahd theywere bcjth in die Nay he’s hou* when I was at 
^^ftrahj diou^l*® not then know it. 

THE ’Naybe, wgfing In ingratiate hitttfelf with Ras Mi- 
'■• 'Thacf at a hnall expcnjjfe, wrote* *to him an account of the 
ttanfiuaion t and offered as they were priefts,.to reftore them 

‘ * : to 
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to binv Bin; \k& £as returned far tfot the N^bye 

ProuJ4k<% them to be ip* etejfJftb** i M ^ fewc 
day, ty?,wg*dd be epaycfteff to die Cfcrifli^a ; 

if oot, ho ad tiwm cq 4*ab& i'$*y 

would ferye ^tpbe carries of V odd and dig w0?i 'Wffil 
and that them ftitt remained at D^mo enoagpff jjjF theirkind 
to carry on the trade with Dixan and Mafuah. 

Tttrs ftory I heard from Ras Mich&I hiihfelf, at his grand¬ 
daughter’s marriage, When he Wats feafting, and in great 
fpirits. ike, and all the company} laughed heartily; and al¬ 
though there were in the room atleaft two dozen of priefts, 
none of them feeme^ to take th$||jjhcidem more ferioufly 
than the reft of the company. From this we may guefs at 
the truth of what the Catholic writers advance, with regard 
to the refpedt and reverence ftiown to the priefthood by the 
government and great men in Abyflinia. ; 

The prieft of Axum, and thofc of tha-monaftery of Abba 
Garima, are equallyi^pfamous with thofe of Damo for this 
practice, which is winked at by Ras Michael, as contribu¬ 
ting to his greatnefs, by furnifhing fire-arms to his province 
of Tigre, which gives him a fuperiority over all Abyftinia. 
As a return for this article, about five hundred of thefe 
unfortunate peopleware exported annually from Maluah to 
Arabia; of which three hundred are Pagans, and come 
from the market at Gondar | the other two hundred are 
Chriftian children, kidnapped by fome fuch manner as this 
we have fpoken of, and in times of fearcity four times that 
number. The.Naybe receives fix p^takast)f duty for each one 
exported. Dixan is in lat. 14 0 57' 55" North, and long. 40 8 
7' 30'' eaft of the meridian of Greenwich. 

M 2 


From 




WAf ElYW rffsfc biii 


•0hk Dixan we difcovered great part of the |pvince of 
full of high dreadful mountains. We; as yet, had feen 
wy little grain, unlefs by the way-fide from Taranta, 
Sbd a fraall flat called Zarai, about four* miles S. S, W, of 
the town. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.. IV. 

Journey from r Dixan to Adowa y Capital of Ttgr$. 

I T was on .Nov. 15th, at ten in the moving, we left Dixan, 
defcending the very deep hiiron which the town is fitu- 
ated. It produces nothing but the Kol-quall tree all around 
it. We palled a miferable village called Hacihadid, an^at 
eleven o’clock, encamped under a daroo tree, one of the fi- 
neft I have feen in Abyliinia, being yi feet diameter, with a 
head fpreading in proportion, (landing alone by the fide 
of a river which now ran no more, though there is plenty 
of fine water ftill ftagnant in its bed. This tree and river is 
the boundary of the territory, which the Naybe farms from 
Tigr£, and Hands within the province of Baharnagalh, called 
Midre Bahar. 

H*gi Abdelcader had attended us thus far before he 
left us; and the noted Saloome came likewife, to fee if 
fome occafion w$uld offer of doing us further mifehief; but 
the king’s fervants, now upon their own ground, began to 
take upon them a proper confequence. One of them went 
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to meet sas&ome at the bank of the river, and making a 
malx on the ground with his knife, declared that his pa¬ 
tience was quite exhaufted by what he had been witnefs to 

Mafuah apd Dixan; and if now Saloome, or any other 
man belonging to the Naybe, offered to pafs that mark, he 
would bind him hand and foot, and carry him to a place 
where he fliould be left tied to a tree, a prey to the lion and 
hyaena.* They-all returned, and there our perfccution from 
the Naybe ended. But it was very evident, from Achmet’s 
behaviour and difeourfe, had we gone by Dobarwa, which 
was the road propofed by the Naybe, our fufferings would 
not have been as yet half finifhed, unlefs they had ended 
with our lives. 

We remained under this tree the night of the 25th; it 
will be to me a ftation ever memorable, as the firft where 
I recovered 'a portion of that tranquillity of mind to which 
m. ftranger ever fince my arrival at Mafuah. We 

had been joined by about twenty loaded afles driven by 
Moors, and two loaded bulls; for there is a fmall fort of 
this kind called Ber r which they make ufe of as beads of 
burden. I called all thefe together to recommend good 
• order to them, defiring every one to leave me that was not 
refoived, to obey implicitly the orders I fhould give them, 
as to the hours and places of encamping, keeping watch at 
night, and fetting out in the morning. I appointed Yafine 
the judge of all difputes between them; and, if the differ¬ 
ence mould bqbetween Yafine and any one of them, or, if 
they fliould not be content with his decision, then my de¬ 
termination was to be final. They all confchted with great 
marks of approbation. We then repeated the fedtah, and 
fwore to Hand by each other till the lafl, without confider- 

3 in S 
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ing who the enemy might be,' or what hi* religion was,"if 
he attacked us. ; 

The 26th, at feven in the morning, we left our moil plea- 
fant quarters under the daroo,tree, and fet forward with 
great alacrity. About a quarter of a mile from the-river 
we croiTed the end of the plain Earai, already mentioned. 
Though this is but three miles long, and one wlierii broad- 
eft, it was the largeft plaift we, had feendince our palling 
Taranta, whofe top was now covered wholly with large, 
black, and very heavy clouds, from -which we heard and 
faw frequent peals of thunder, and violent ftreams of light¬ 
ning. This plain was fown partly with wheat, partly with 
Indian com; the firft was cut doWn, the other not yet ripfe. 
Two miles farther we palled Addicota, a village planted up¬ 
on a high rdck; the fides towards us were as if cut per¬ 
pendicular like a wall. Here was dnerefuge Of the Jefuits 
when baniftied Tigre by Facilidas, when they ftjjjfto the re¬ 
bel John Akay. We after this palled a Variety 'til¬ 

lages oneach fide of us, all on the top of‘Ms; Darcotta 
and Embabuwhat on the right, Azaria on the left. 

At half an hour paft eleven we encamped under a 
mountain, on the top of which is a village called Hadawi,. 
confifting of no ■more than eighty houfes, though, fer tile' 
prefent, it is the feat Of thdBahamagarlh. The prefent Ba- 
liarnagaili had bought the little diftritft that he command¬ 
ed, after the prefent governor of Tigre, Michael Suhul, had 
annexed to his own province what lie pleafed of the old 
domains, and farmedfhe other part to the Naybe for a lar¬ 
ger revenue-than he ever coiild get from any other tenant. 

" ' - - Tht 
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The Navh*«had now no longer a naval force to fupport him, 
aml^e^wrof Turkifli conqueft had ceafed in Tigrfc. The 
iMp^bu^d be reduced within any bounds that the gover- 
dpAfltypfc might plcafe to preferibe him; and the Bahar- 
pigafh Was a fetvant maintained to watch over him, and 
ftarve bin! into obedience, by intercepting his provifions 
;ver the governor of Tigr£ commanded him. 

This nobleman paid me a vifit in my tent, and was the 
firR Abyffinian I had feen on horfeback; he had feven 
attendant horfemen With him, and about a dozen of others 
on foot, all of a beggarly appearance, and very ill-armed 
and equipped. He was a little man, of an olive complex- 
ioh, or rather darker; his head was Braved clofe, with a 
cowl,, or covering, upon it; he had a pair of fliort troufers; 
his feet and legs were hare; the ufual coarfe girdle was 
wrapt fevcral times shout him, in which he Buck his knife; 
and the ordinary web of cotton cloth, neither* new Ror clean, 
nils ‘throWfa about *him. His parts feemed to be much upon 
the levH With,his appearance. He aiked me, if 1 had ever feen 
horfes before ? I laid. Very feldem. He then^deferibed their 
qualities in fuch a manner as would never have given 
kne any idea of the animal if I had feen it fcldom. He ex- 
cufed himfelf for not having fent us provifions, becaufe he 
had been upon an expedition againft fome rebellious villa¬ 
ge, and was then only juft returned.* 

To judj£e by h|s prefcnt appearance, he was no very re- 
fpeftahle petfonage'; but in this-I was miftaken, as I after¬ 
wards found. I gave him a prefent in ‘proportion to the 
firft idea, with which he feenle#^ery well content, till he 
obferved a number of fire-arms tied tip to the pillar in the 

i middle 
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middle of the tent, among which were two large Ihip-blun- 
derbufles. He afked me if there was no danger of their go¬ 
ing off? I faid, that it happened every now and then, when 
their time was come. A very little after this, he took the cu- 
Ihion upon which he fat, went out, and placed himfelf at the 
door of the tent. There the king’s fervant got hold of him, 
and told him roundly, he mull furnilh us with a goat, a kid, 
and forty loaves, and that immediately, and write it off in 
his deftar, or account-book, if lie plcafcd. He then went 
away and fent us a goat and fifty cakes of teff bread. 

But my views upon him did not end here. His feven 
horfes were all in very bad order, though there was a black 
one among them that had particularly flruck my fancy. 
In the evening I fent the king’s fervants, and Janni’s, for a 
check, to try if he would fell that black horfe. The bar¬ 
gain was immediately made for various pieces of goods, 
part of which 1 had with me, and part I procured from my 
companions in the caravan. Every thing was fafliionablc 
and new from Arabia. The value was about L. 12. Sterling, 
forty fhillings more than our friend at Dixan had paid for a 
whole family of four perfons. The goods were delivered, 
and the horl'e was to be fent in the evening, when he pro¬ 
ved a brown one, old, and wanting an eye. I immediately 
returned the horfe, infilling on the black one; but he pro- 
telled the black horfe was not his own ; that he had returned 
it to its mailer; and, upon a little further difeourfe, faid, 
that it was a horfe he intended as a prefent for the king. 

My friends treated this with great indifference, and de- 
fired their goods back again, which were accoidingly deli¬ 
vered. But they were no fooncr in the tent, when the black 
Vol. III. N horfe 
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horfc was lent, and refuted. The whole, however, was made- 
up, by lending us another goat, which l gave to Yafine, and 
two jars of bouza, which \vc drank among us, promiftng, 
according to the Bahama gaih’s requeft, we would reprefent 
him well at court. We found, from Ids fervants, that he 
had been upon no expedition, nor one itep from home for 
t/iree nioneJis pa/l. 

I was exceedingly pleafed with this firft acquiiition. 
The horfc was then lean, as he Hood about iixteen and a 
half hands high, of the breed of Dongola. Yaline, a good 
horfeman, recommended to me one of his fervants, or com¬ 
panions, to take care of him. He was an Arab, from the 
neighbourhood of Medina, a fuperior horfeman himfelf, 
and well-vcrfed in every thing that concerned the animal. 

I took him immediately into my fervicc. We called the 
horfe Mirza, a name of good fortune. Indeed, I might fay, 

I acquired that day a companion that contributed always to 
my pleafure, and more than once to my fafety; and was 
no Bender means of acquiring me the firft attention of the 
king. I had brought my Arab ftirrups, fuddle, and bridle 
with me, fo that I was now as well equipped as a liorfc- 
man could be. 

On the 27th we left Hadawi, continuing our journey 
down a very fteep and narrow path between two llony hills; 
then attended one ftill higher, upon the top of which Hands 
the large village of Goumbubba, whence we have a profpeet 
over a confidcrablc plain all fown with the different grain 
this country produces, wheat, barley, teff, and toeufib; fim- 
Um, (or fefamc) and nook; the laft is ufed for oil. 
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We pafled the village of Dergate, then that of Regticat, 
on the top of a veiy high hill on the left, as the other was 
on our right. We pitched our tent about half a mile off 
the village called Barranda, where we were overtaken by 
our friend the Baharnagalh, who was fo well pieafed with 
our laft interview, efpecially the bargain of the horfe, that 
he fent us three goats, two jars of honey-wine, and fomc 
wheat-flour. I invited him to my tent, which he imme¬ 
diately accepted. He was attended by two fervants on foot, 
with lances and Ihields; he had no arms himfelf, but, by 
way of amends, had two drums beating, and two trumpets 
blowing before nim, founding a charge. 

He feemed to be a very Ample, good-natured man, in¬ 
deed, remarkably fo; a chara&er rarely found in any degree 
of men in this country. He afked me how I liked my horfe ? 
laid, he hoped I did not intend to mount it ruyfclf ? I an- 
fwered, God forbid; I kept him as a curiofity. lie commend¬ 
ed my prudence very much, and gave me a long detail a- 
bout what horfes had dome, and would do, on occaiions. 
Some of the people without, however, fhewed his fer¬ 
vants my fiddle, bridle, and flirrups, which they well knew, 
from being neighbours to the Arabs of Scnnaar, and prai- 
fed me as a better horfeman by far than any one in 
that country ; this they told to the Baharnagalh, who, no¬ 
thing offended, laughed heartily at the pretended ignorance 
1 had fhewn him, and (hook me very kindly by the hand, 
and told me he was ready poor, or he would have taken no 
money from me for the horfe. He fhewed lb much good 
nature, and open honefl behaviour, that 1 gave him a pic- 
lent better than the firil, and which was more agreeable, as 
lei's expected. Razors, knives, Heels for ftriking lire, are 

N 2 the 
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the moft valuable prefents in this country, of the hardware 
kind. 

The Baharnagafh now was in fuch violent good fpirits, 
that he would not go home till he had feen a good part of 
his jar of hydromel finifhed ; and he little knew, at that time, 
he was in the tent with a man who was to be his chief cu- 
ftomer for horfes hereafter. I faw him feveraijpmes after 
at court, and did him fome fervices, both with? tne king and 
Ras Michael. He had a quality which I then did not know: 
With all his fimplicity and buffoonery, no one was,braver 
in his own perfon than he; and, together with ,his youngeff 
fon, he died afterwards in the king’s defence, fighting brave¬ 
ly at the battle of Serbraxos. 

At five o’clock this afternoon we had a violent fhower 
of hailflones. Nothing is more common than aggravation 
about the fize of hail; but, Hooping to take up one I thought 
as large as a nutmeg, I received a blow from another ju 11 
under my eye, which I imagined had blinded me, and which 
occafioned a fwclling all the next day. 

I had gained the Baharnagafh’s heart fo entirely that it 
was not poflible to get away the next day. We were upon 
the very verge of his fmall dominions, and he had ordered 
a quantity of wheat flour to be made for us, which he feat 
in the evening, with a kid. For my parr, the fhare I had 
taken yefterday of his hydromel had given me fuch a pain 
in my head that 1 fcarce could raife it the whole day. 

It was the 29th we left our Ration at Barranda, and had 
fcarcely advanced a mile when we were overtaken by a 

party 
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party of about twenty armed men on hone-back, 
i J . „i] *he wav on our 

Shangallu, the ancient Cufhircs, arc im J, thc flat 

right luunl, and frequently venture me piece of at- 

country that was before us. This was t ie guard us 

tention of the Baharnagafh, who fent his party 

from danger in the plain. It awakened US from tp^ncd 

ty; we examined carefully the Rate of our fire- arms J ^ 

and charged them anew, which we had not done 

day we left Dixan. 

- The firft part of our journey to-day was in a deep gully; 
and, in half an hour, we entered into a very pleafant wood of 
acacia-trees, then in flower. In it likewife was a tree, in fmcll 
like a honeyfuckle,whofe large white flower nearly rcfembles 
that of a caper. Wc came out of this wood into the plain, 
and afeended two cafy hills ; upon thc top of thefc were 
two huge rocks, in the holes of which, and within a large 
cave, a number of the blue fork-tailed fwallows had begun 
their nefts. Thefc, and probably many, if not all the birds of 
pallage, breed twice in the year, which Items a proviflon a- 
gamlt the Ioffes made by emigration perfectly confonant 
to divine wifdom. I hefc rocks arc, by lbmc, laid to be the 
boundaries of thc command of the Baharnagafh on this fide ; 
though others extend them to the Balczat. 

Wf. entered again a draggling wood, fo overgrown with 
wild oats that it covered the men and their horles. The plain 
heie is very wide. It reaches down on the wed to Scrawe, 
then didart about twelve nnlcs. It extends from Gouni- 
bubha as far fouth a;. Bale/at. Thc foil is excellent; 
bur inch flat countries are very rare in Abyflinia. This, 
which is one of thc fined and wided, is abandoned without 

culture 
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V'Crcatimof'hisiS'tn , a . 

hcrv and thofe of Straw v, 
>n each fide go armed 10 
it ii very feldom either 

without 

with their enemies and neighbours. 

•ve ewwceA \X\v% wood, awd, vndeed, otv t\vc \»te- 
% Vrcs>m \\w. i\mt we\ufv RacYavn, wc Yvad ken a 

very extraordinary bird ar a difiance, refcmbling a wild 

rurkcr, which ran exceedingly fad, and appeared in great’ 
r/ccA's. it is called frknoni % in Amhara ; Abba Cuniba, 

in Tigve ; and, towards the frontiers of Sennaar, Tier el Naci- 

Ba, or, the Bird of Deftiny. 

Our guides a {Tumbled us all in a body, and warned us 
tliat the river before us was the place of the rendezvous 
of the Serawe horfc, where many caravans had been entire¬ 
ly cut oil. The cavalry is the heft on this lidc of Ab) fiinia. 
They keep up the breed of their liorfcs by their vicinity to 
Sennaar whence they get fupply. Nevcrthelcfs, they be¬ 
haved very ill at the battle of Limjour; and I cannot lay I 
remember them to Ijum* dillinguilhcd thcmfelvcs an} 
where elfe. 'Uuv were on our right at the battle of Scr- 
braxos, and were beat by the horfe of foggora and the Galla. 

ArTLK palling the wood, wc came to the river, which 
was then Handing in pools. I here, for the lirtl time, 
mounted on horlebaek, to the great delight of my compa¬ 
nions. 


having a bank 


ypuytml between ,lw vttUge, 

*;* whole inhabitants c 
•UN#* to few in one Hay; a, 
5 8*m Complete their harre/f 


* Lee tL< : aitiek Erkoosn in tht Appendix* 
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nions from Rarranda, and alfo of our own, none of whom hat: 
ever before fecci a gun fired from a horfe galloping, except¬ 
ing Yafine and his fervant, now my groom, but neither of 
thefe had ever feen a double-barrelled gun. We palled the 
plain with all the diligence confident with the fpeed and ca¬ 
pacity of our long-cared convoy; and, having now gained 
the hills, wc bade defiance to the Serawe horfe, and fent our 
guard back perfc&ly content, and full of wonder at our fire¬ 
arms, declaring that their mailer the Bahamagalb, had he 
feen the black horfe behave that day, would have given me 
another much better. 


Wit entered now into a clofe country covered with brulh- 


wood, wild oats, and high bent-graf,; i:i many places rocky 
and uneven, fo as fc.irce to leave a narrow pas t to paf's. 
Juft in the very entrance a lion had killed a very fine ani¬ 
mal called Agazan. It is of the goat kind ; and, excepting 
a lmall variety in colour, is precifely the fame animal I had 
feen in Iiarbary near Capfa. It might be about twelve ftonc 
weight, and of the lize of a large a is. (Whenever I mention 
a ltonc weight, I would vviih to be underftood horieman’s 
weight, fourteen pound to the ftonc, as noil familiar to 
the generality of thole who read thefe Travels.) The animal 
was i'carcelv dead ; the blood was running ; and the noife of 
rav gun had probably frightened its conqueror away: every 
one with their knives cut off a large portion of fiefia ; Moors 


and Chrillians did the fame ; yet the Abell; nians averfion to 
any thing that is dead is ftich, unlei's lulled regularly by 
the knife, that none of them would lift any bird that was 
Ihot, unlefs by the point or extreme feather of its wing. 
Hunger was not the excufc, for they had been plentifully 
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lar cafe, is to be found in the manners of the country. 
They fay they may lawfully eat what is killed by the lion, 
but nor by the tiger, hyaena, or any other bead. Where they 
learned this dotdrine, I believe, would not be eafy to an- 
fwer; but it is remarkable, even the Falafha themfelves 
admit this didin&ion in favour of the lions. 

At noon we eroded the river Balczat, which rifes at Ade 
Shiho, a place on the S. W. of the province of Tigre ; and, 
after no very long courfe, having been once the boundary 
between Tigre and Midre Baliar, (for fo the country of the 
Baharnagalh was called) it falls into the March, or ancient 
Aflufafpcs. It was the fird river, then actually running, that 
we had i'een fince we palTed Taranta; indeed, all the fpace is 
but very indifferently watered. This dream is both clear 
and rapid, and feems to be full of filh. We continued for 
fome time along its banks, the river on our left, and the 
mountains on our right, through a narrow plain, till we 
came to Tomumbudo, a high pyramidal mountain, on the 
top of which is a convent of monks, who do not, however, 
reddc there, but only come hither upon certain fealis, w hen 
they keep open houfe and entertain all that vifit them. 
The mountain itfelf is of porphyry. 

There we ei\campcd by the river’s fide, and were obli¬ 
ged to day this and the following day, for a duty, or cuflom, 
to be paid In alhpaflengers. Thefe duties are called Awides, 
which dignifies gifts; though they are levied, for the mod 
part, in a very rigorous and rude manner ; but they arc e- 
dablidied by ufage in particular fpots ; and arc, in fae c t, a 
regaliry annexed to the edate. Such places arc called Ber, 
pajfes ; which are often met with in the names of places 

x through- 
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throughout Abyflinia, as Dinglebcr, Sankraber; and fo 
forth. 

There are five of thefe Awides which, like turnpikes, are 
to be paid at pafling between Mai'uah and Adowa ; one at 
Samhar, the fecond at Dixan, the third at Darghat, the 
fourth here at Balezat, and the fifth at Kella. The fmall 
village of Sebow was diftant from us two miles to the ead; 
Zarow the fame didancc to the S. S. E. and Noguet, a vil¬ 
lage before us, were the places of abode of thefe tax-gather¬ 
ers, who farm it for a film from their fuperior, and divide 
the profit pro rata of the fums each has advanced. It is 
much of the fame nature as the caphar in the Levant, but le¬ 
vied in a much more indifereet, arbitrary manner. The 
farmer of this duty values as he thinks proper what each 
caravan is to pay; there is no tariff, or rellraint, upon him. 
Some have on this account been detained months ; and o- 
thers, in time of trouble or bad news, have been robbed of 
every thing: this is always the cafe upon the lead refinance; 
for then the villages around you rife in arms; you are 
not only dript of your property, but fure to be ill-treated 
in your perfon. 

As I was fent for by the king, and going to Ras Michael, 
in whole province they were, I affected to laugh when they 
talked of detaining me; and declared peremptorily to them, 
that 1 would leave all my baggage to them with great plea- 
fu?e, rather than that the king’s life Ihould be in danger 
by my day. They were now daggeied, and feemed not 
prepared for an incident of this kind. As I kept up a high 
tone, we were quit with being detained a day, by paying 
five pieces of blue Surat cotton cloth, value of a pataka 
Vol. III. O each. 
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each, and one piece of white, value one pataka. Our com¬ 
panions, rather than flay behind, made the bell bargain 
they could-; and we all decamped, and fet forward together. 

I was furprifed to fee, at the fmail village Zarow, leveral 
families as black as perfect negroes, only they were not 
woolly-headed, and had prominent features. I alkedif they 
defcended from Haves, or fons of Haves ? They faid, No; 
their particular families of that and the neighbouring vil¬ 
lage Sebow, were of that colour from time immemorial; 
and that this did not change, though either the father or 
mother were of another colour. 

On the ift of December we departed from Balezat, and 
afeended a fteep mountain upon which Hands the village 
Noguet, which we palled about half an hour after. On the 
top of the hill were a few fields of tclF. HarveH was then 
ended, and they were treading out the teff with oxen. Ha¬ 
ving pafledanother very rugged mountain, we defcended and 
encamped by the fide of a fmail river, called Mai Kol-quall, 
from a number of thefe trees growing about it. This place 
is named the Kclla, or Gallic, bccaufe, nearly at equal 3 if- 
tanccs, the mountains on each fide run for a confiderable 
extent, firaight and even, in lhape like a wall, with gapes 
at certain difiances, rcfembling embrafures and baftions. 
This rock is otherwifc called Damo, anciently the prilon. 
of the collateral heirs-male of the royal family. * 

The river Kol-quall rifes in the mountains of Tigre, and, 
after a courfe nearly N. W. falls into the March. It was at 
Kclla we faw, for the firft time, tlte roofs of the houfes 
made in form of cones ; a furc proof that the tropical rains 
grow more violent as they proceed well ward.. 

x 


About 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


107 

About half a mile on the hill above is the village Kai- 
bara, wholly inhabited by Mahometan Gibbcrtis; that is, na¬ 
tive Abyflinians of that religion. Kella being one of thefe 
bers, or paflages, we were detained there three whole days, 
by the extravagant demands of thefe farmers of the Awide, 
who laughed at all the importance we gave ourfelves. They 
had reafons for our rcafons, menaces for our menaces, but no 
civilities to anfwer ours. What increafed the awkwardnefs of 
our fituation was, they would take no money for provisions, 
but only merchandife by way of barter. We were, indeed, 
prepared for this by information ; fo we began to open Ihop 
by fpreading a cloth upon the ground, at the fight of which, 
hundreds of young women poured down upon us on every 
fide from villages behind the mountains which we could 
not fee. The country is furprifingly populous, notwith- 
(tanding the great emigration lately made with Michael. 
Beads and antimony are the ftandard in this way-faring 
commerce ; but beads are a dangerous fpeculation. You 
lofe fometimes ever)' thing, or gain more than honeftly 
you fhould do; for all depends upon fafhion; and the 
fancies of a brown, or black beauty, there, gives the ton 
as dccilivcly as does the example of the faired in England. 

To our great difappointment, the perfon employed to 
buv our beads at Jidda had not received the lad lid of fa- 
fhions from this country; fo he had bought us a quantity 
beautifully flowered with red and green, and as big as a 
large pea; alfo fomc large oval, green, and yellow ones; 
whereas the ton now among the beauties of Tigrc were 
fmall Iky-coloured blue beads, about the fize of fmali 
lead fhot, or feed pearls; blue bugles, and common 
white bugles, were then in demand, and large yellow 
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glafs, flat in the Tides like the amber-beads formerly ufed 
by the better fort of the old women-peafants in England. 
All our beads were then rejected, by fix or feven dozen of 
the Thrilled tongues I ever heard. They decried our mer¬ 
chandize in fuch a manner, that I thought they meant to 
condemn them as unfaleable, to be confifcated or dcllroyed.. 

Lkt every man, travelling in fuch countries as thefe, re¬ 
member, that there is no perfon, however mean, who is 
in his company, that docs not merit attention, kindnefs, 
and complacency. Let no man in travelling exalt himfelf 
above the lowed:, in a greater degree than he is able to do 
fuperior fervice; for many that have thought themfelves 
fafe, and been inattentive to this, have periflied' by the un- 
fufpeidcd machinations of the lowed and meanefl wretch 
among them. Few have either made fuch long or fuch fre¬ 
quent journies of this kind as I, and I fcarccly recoiled: any 
perfon fo infignificant that, before the end of a moderate 
journey, had not it in his power to return you like for like 
for your charity or unkindnefs, be the difference of your 
quality and condition what it would. 

Or all the men in our company, none had any flock of 
the true fmall iky-blue beads,.and no one had one grain of 
the large yellow-glafs ones, but the poor Moor, whofe afs 
was bit by the hytena near Lila, and whofe cargo, likely to 
be left behind at the foot of Taranta, 1 had diflributed a- 
jaiong the red of rite afles of the caravan and, leaving the 
wounded one for the price he would fetch, had next day 
bought him another at Halai, with which, fince that time, 
fee continued his journey. T hat fellow had felt the obliga- 
iHjjoJn fllence; and not one word, but Good-day, and Good- 
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e’en, had palled between us fince conferring the favour. 
Underftanding now what was the matter, he called Yafmc, 
and gave him a large package, which he imprudently open¬ 
ed, in which was a treafure of all the beads in falhion, all 
but the white and blue bugles, and thele Yaline himfclf fur- 
nilhed us with afterwards- 

A great Ihout was fet up by the women - purchafers, 
and a violent fcramble followed. Twenty or thirty threw 
themfelves upon the parcel, tearing and breaking all the 
firings as if they intended to plunder us. This joke did not 
feem to be relilhed by the fervants. Their hard-heartednefs 
before, in profefling they would let us fiarve rather than 
give us a handful of flour for all our unfalhionable beads* 
had quite extinguilhed the regard we clfe would have un¬ 
avoidably fhewn to the fair fex. A dozen of whips and 
flicks were laid unmercifully upon their hands and arms, 
till each dropped her booty. The Abyffinian men that 
came with them feemed to be perfectly unconcerned at the 
fray, and flood laughing without the lead flgn of wifhing 
to interfere in favour of either fide. I believe the reftitution 
would not have been complete, had not Yaline, who knew 
tlic country well, fired one of the fliip-blunderbuffes into 
the.air behind their backs. At hearing fo unexpectedly 
this dreadful noife, both men and women fell flat on their 
faces ; the women were immediately dragged off the cloth, 
and l do not believe there was ftrengtli left in any hand to 
grafp or carry a way a Angle bead. My men immediately wrap¬ 
ped the whole in the cloth, fo for a time our market ended. 

For my part, at the firft appearance of the combat I had 
withdrawn myfclf, and fat a quiet fpcCtator under a tree. 

Some: 
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Some of the women were really fo difordered with the fright, 
that they made but very feeble efforts in the market after¬ 
wards. The reft befeeched me to transfer the market to the 
carpet I fat on under the tree. This I confented to; but, 
growing wife by misfortune, my fervants now produced 
iinall quantities of every thing, and not without a very 
lharp conteft and difpute, fomewhat fuperior in noife to that 
of our fifh-women. We were, however, plentifully fup- 
plied with honey, butter, flour, and pumpkins of an ex¬ 
ceeding good tafte, fcarcely inferior to melons. 

Our caravan being fully victualled the firft and fecond 
day, our market was not opened but by private adventurers, 
and feemingly favoured more of gallantry than gain. There 
were three of them the moft diftinguiftied for beauty and 
for tongue, who, by their difeourfe, had entertained me 
greatly. I made each of them a prefent of a few beads, and 
afked them how many kiffes they would give for each ? 
They anfwered very readily, with one accord, “Poll! we 
don’t fell kiiles in this country: Who would buy them ? 
We will give you as many as you wifti for nothing.” And 
there was no appearance but, in that bargain, they meant 
to be very fair and liberal dealers. 

The men feemed to have no talent for marketing; nor 
do they in this country either buy or fell. But we were 
furprifed to fee the beaux among them come down to the 
tent, the fecond day after our arrival, with each of them a 
Angle firing of thin,'white bugles tied about their dirty, 
black legs, a little above their ancle ; and of this they feem- 
jed as proud as if the ornament had been gold or jewels. 
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I easily faw that fo much poverty, joined to fo much 
avarice and pride, made the poffeffbr a proper lubjcft to be 
employed. My young favourite, who had made fo frank 
an offer of her kindnefs, had brought me her brother, beg¬ 
ging that I would take him with me to Gondar to Ras Mi¬ 
chael, and allow him to carry one of my guns, no doubt with 
an intention to run off with it by the way. I told her that w’as 
a thing eafily done; but I mufl firft have a trial of his fide¬ 
lity, which was this, That he would, without fpeaking to 
anybody but me and her, go ftraight to Janni at Adowa, and 
carry the letter I fhould give him, and deliver it into his 
own hand, in which cafe I would give him a large parcel 
of each of thefe beads, more than ever fhe thought to pof- 
fefs in her lifetime. She frankly agreed, that my word was 
more to be relied upon than either her own or her brother’s; 
and, therefore, that the beads, once fliewn to them both, 
were to remain a depofit in my hand. However, not to lend 
him away wholly deftitutc of the power of charming, I 
prefented him the fingle firing of white bugles for his ancle. 
Janni’s Greek fervant gave him a letter, and he made fuch 
diligence that, on the fourth day, by eight o’clock in the 
morning, he came to my tent without ever having been 
miffed at home. 

At the fame time came an officer from Janni, with a vio¬ 
lent mandate, in the name of Ras Michael, declaring to the 
perfon that was the caufc of our detention, Thar, was it not 
for ancient fricndfhip, the prelent meffenger lhould have 
carried him to Ras Michael in irons; diicharging me from 
all awidcs ; ordering him, as Shum of the place, to furnifh 
me with provilions; and, in regard to the time lie had cau- 
fed us to lofc, fixing the awidcs of tile whole caravan a;: 
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eight piafters, not the twentieth part of what he would have 
exacted. One reafon of this feverity was, that, while I was 
in Maiuahjanni had entertained*this man at his own lioufe; 
and, knowing the ufual vexations the caravans met with at 
Kella, and the long time they were detained there at confi- 
derable expence, had obtained a promife from the Shum, 
in confideration of favours done him, that he fhould let us 
pafs freely, and, not only fo, but fhould fhew us fome little 
civility. This promife, now broken, was one of the articles 
Of delinquency for which he was punifhed. 

Cohol, large needles, goats fkins, coarfe fcifiars, razors, 
and Heels for ftriking fire, are the articles of barter at Kel¬ 
la. An ordinary goat’s fkin is worth a quart of wheat-flour. 
As we cxpedled an order of deliverance, all was ready up¬ 
on its arrival The Moors with their afles, grateful for the 
benefit received, began to blefs the moment they joined us; 
hoping, in my confideration, upon our arrival at the 
cuflomhoufe of Adowa, they might meet with further fa¬ 
vour. 

Yasine, in the four days we had ftaid at Kella, had told 
me his whole hiftory. It feems lie had been fettled in a 
province of Abyflinia, near to Scnnaar, called Ras cl Feel; 
had married Abd el Jilieel, the Shekh’s daughter; but, grow¬ 
ing more popular than his father-in-law,Jic had been per- 
fecuted by him, and obliged to leave the country. He began 
now to form hopes, that, if I was well received, as he law, 
in all appearance, 1 was to be, he might, by my intereft, be 
appointed to his father-in-law’s place; efpecially if there 
was war, as every thing feemed to indicate. Abd cl Jilieel 
was a coward, and incapable of making himfelf of perfonal 
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valued to any party. On the contrary, Yafine was a tried man, 
an excellent horfeman, ftrong, active, and of known courage, 
having been twice with the late king Yafous in his inva- 
fions of Sennaar, and both times much wounded there. It 
was impoffible to difpute his title to preferment; but I had 
not formed that idea of my own fuccefs that I fhould be 
able to be of any ufe or affiftance to him in it. Kella is in 
lat. 14 0 24' 34" North. 

It was in the afternoon of the 4th that we fet out from 
Kella; our road was between two hills covered with thick 
wood. On our right was a cliff, or high rock of granite, 
on the top of which were a few houfes that feemed to hang 
over the cliff rather than ftand upon it. A few minutes 
after three o’ clock we paffed a rivulet, and a quarter of an 
hour afterwards another, both which run into the Mareb* 
We ftill continued to defcend, furrounded cm all Tides with 
mountains covered with high grafs and brufhwood, and a- 
bounding with lions. At four, we arrived at the foot of 
the mountain, and paffed a fmall ftream which runs there. 

We had feen no villages after leaving Kella. At half pall 
four o’clock we came to a confiderable river called An- 
gueah, which we eroded, and pitched our tent on the far¬ 
ther fide of it. It was about fifty feet broad and three in 
,deprh. It was perfectly dear, and ran rapidly over a bed of 
white pebbles, and was the largeft river we had yet feen in 
Habefli. In fummer there is very little plain ground near 
it blit what is occupied by the ftream; it is full of fmall 
fiih, in great repute for their goodnefs. 
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This liver has its name from a beautiful tree, which co¬ 
vers both its banks. This tree, by the colour of its bark 
axudb richnefs of its flower, is a great ornament to the banks 
of the river. A variety of other flowers fill the whole level: 
plain between the mountain and the river, and even fome 
way up the mountains. In particular, great variety of jeffa- 
min, white, yellow, and party-coloured. The country feem- 
cd now to put on a more favourable afpefl; the air was 
much frelher, and more pleafant, every Hep we advanced af¬ 
ter leaving Dixan; and one caufe was very evident; the 
country where ,we now paffed was well-watered with clear, 
running ft reams ; whereas, nearer Dixan, there were few,,, 
and all ftagnant.. 

The 5 th, we defcended a fmall mountain for about twenty, 
minutes, and palled the following villages,Zabangella, about 
a mile N. W.; at a quarter of an hour after, Moloxito, half 
a. mile furthers. E.; and Manfuetemen, three quarters of a 
mile E. S. E. Thefe villages are all the property of the A- 
huna; who has alfo a duty upon all merchandife palling 
there; but Ras Michael had confifcated thefe laft villages 
on account of a quarrel he had with the laft Abuna, Af-Ta - 
goube. 

We now began firft to fee the high mountains of A-- 
dowa, nothing refembling in fhape to thofe of Europe, nor, 
indeed, any other country. Their fidcs were all perpendicu¬ 
lar rocks, high like fteeples, or obelilks, and broken into a 
thoufand different forms. 

At half paft eight o’clock we left the deep valley, wherein 
runs the Mareb W. N. W.; at the diftance of about nine miles 
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above it is the mountain, or high hill, on which Rands Zarai, 
now a colleftion of villages, formerly two convents built 
by Lalibala ; though the monks tell you a ftory of the queen 
of Saba refiding there, which the reader may be perfectly 
fatisfied flic never did in her life. 

The Mareb is the boundary between Tigre and the Ba- 
harnagafti, on this fide. It runs over a bed of foil; is large, 
deep, and fmooth; but, upon rain falling, it is more danger¬ 
ous to pafs than any river in Abyffinia, on account of 
the frequent hole. 4 in its bottom. We then entered the nar¬ 
row plain of Yeeha, wherein runs the fmall river, which 
either gives its name to, or takes it from it. The Yeeha 
rifes from mapy fources in the mountains to the wed; it 
is neither confiderable for fize nor its courfe, and is fwal- 
lowed up in the Mareb. 

The harveft was in great forwardnefs in this place. The 
wheat was tut, and a confiderable fliarc of the teff in ano¬ 
ther part; they were treading out this laft-mentioned grain 
with oxen. The Dora, and a fmall grain called telba, (of 
which they make oil) was not ripe. 

At eleven o’clock we relied by the fide of the mountain 
whence the river falls. All the villages that had been built 
here bore the marks of the juftice of the governor of Tigre. 
They had been long the mod incorrigible banditti in the 
province. He furrounded them in one night, burnt their 
lioufes, and extirpated the inhabitants; and would never 
fuffer any one fince to fettle there. At three o’clock in the 
afternoon we afeended what remained of the mountain of 
Yeeha; came to the plain upon its top; and, at a quarter be- 
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fore four, pailed the village of that name, leaving it to the 
S. E. and began.the moft rugged and dangerous dcfeent we 
had met with fincc Taranta. 

t 

At half pad five in the evening we pitched our tent at 
the foot of the hill, clofe by a fmall, but rapid and clear 
dream, which is called Ribieraini. This name was given 
it by the banditti of the villages before mentioned, becauie 
from this you fee two roads; one leading from Gondar, that 
is, from the weftward; the other from the Red Sea to the 
eastward. One pf the gang that ufed to be upon the out¬ 
look from this Ration, as foon as any caravan came in fight, 
cried out, Ribieraini, which in Tigrfc fignifies they are coming 
this way; upon which notice every one took # his lance and 
fhield, and Rationed himfelf properly to fall with advan¬ 
tage upon the unwary merchant; and it was a current report* 
which his prefent greatnefs could not fiifle, that, in his 
younger days, Ras Michael himfelf frequently was on thefe 
expeditions at this place. Qn our right was the high, fteep f 
and rugged , mountain of Samayat, which the fame Mi¬ 
chael, being in rebellion, chofe for his place of ftrength,. 
and was there befieged and taken prifoncr by the late king 
Yafous. 

The rivulet of Ribieraini is the fource of the fertility of 
the country, adjoining, as it is made to overflow every part 
©f this plains and furnifhes a perpetual ftore of grafs, which 
is the reafon of the caravans chufing to flop here. Two or 
threeharvefts are alfo obtained by means of this river; for, 
provided there is water, they fow in Abyffinia in all feafons. 
Wc perceived that we were now approaching fome confider- 
aWc town, by the great care with which every fmall piece of 
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ground, and even the fleep fide? of the mountains, were cul¬ 
tivated, though they had ever fo little foil. 

On Wednefday the 6th of December, at eight o’clock in 
the morning, vm fet out from Ribieraini; and in about three 
hours travelling on a very plealant road, over eatv hills and 
through hedge-rows of jciiamin, honey-iuckle, and many 
kinds of flowering 'limbs we arrived at Adowa, where once 
redded Michael Suhul, governor of Tigrc. It was this day 
we law, for the frit time, the final), long-tailed green pa¬ 
roquet, from the hill of Shillodcc, where, as 1 have already 
mentioned, we flrfl came in fight of the mountains of A- 
dowa. 
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CHAP. V. 

Arrive at Adowa—Reception there — Vi/it Fremona and Ruins of Axum— 

Arrive at Sire. 

A DOWA is fituated on the declivity of a hill, on the weft 
fide of a fmall plain furrounded everywhere by moun¬ 
tains. Its fituation accounts for its name, which fignifies 
flafs, orpajfage, being placed on the flat ground immediately 
below Ribieraini; the pafs through which every body mull 
go in their way from Gondar to the Red Sea. 

This plain is watered by three rivulets which are never 
dry in the midft of fummer; the Afla, which we crofs juft 
below the town when coming from the eaftward ; the Mai 
Gogua, which runs below the hill whereon {lands the vil¬ 
lage of the fame name formerly, though now it is called 
Fremona, from the monaftery of the Jefuits built there ; and 
the Ribieraini, which", joining with the other two, fails 
into the river Mareb, about 22 miles below Adowa. 'I here 
arc fifti in thefc three ftreams, but none of them remarkable 
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for their fizc, quantity, or goodnefs. The beft arc thofe. of 
Mai Gogua, a clear and pleafant rivulet, running very vio¬ 
lently and with great noife. This circumftancc, and igno¬ 
rance of the language, has milled the reverend father Je¬ 
rome, who fays, that the water of Mai Gogua is called fo 
from the noife that it makes, which, in common language,, 
is called guggling. This is a miftake, for Mai Gogua lig¬ 
nites the river of owls.. 

Theue are many agreeable fpots to the fouth-eall of the 
convent, on the banks of this river, which arc thick*fhadcd 
with wood and bulhes. Adowa confilts of about 3oolioufes r 
and occupies a much larger fpace than would be thought* 
neceflary for thefe to Hand on, by reafon that each houfe 
has an inclofure round it of hedges and trees; the lalt 
chiefly the wanzey. The number of thefe trees fo planted 
in all the towns, fereen them fo, that, at a diltancc, they 
appear fo many woods. Adowa was not formerly the capi¬ 
tal of Tigre, but has accidentally become fo upon the accef- 
fion of this governor, whofe property, or paternal eftate, 
lay in and about it. His manfion-houfe is not dillinguilh- 
ed from any of the others in the town unlefs by its fize; 
if is fituated upon the top of the hill. The perlon who is 
Michael’s deputy, in his abfencc, lives in it. It refcmbles a- 
prifon rather than a palace; for there are in and about it 
above three hundred perfons in irons, fome of whom have 
been there for twenty years, mollly with a view to extort 
money from them ; and, what is the moll unhappy, even 
when they have paid the fum of money which he alks, do 
not get their deliverance from his mcrcilefs hands; moll of 
them are kept in cages like wild bealts, and treated every 
way in the fame manner, 

Us? 
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But what defervedly interefted us raoft was, the appear¬ 
ance of our kind and hofpitable landlord, Janni. He had 
lent fervants to condud us from the paffage of the river, 
and met us himfelf at the outer-door of his houfe. I do 
not remember to have fcen a more refpedable figure. He 
had his own thort white hair, covered with a thin mulim 

turban, a thick well-fliaped beard, as white as fnow, down to 

liis vraift. He was clothed in the Abyffinian drefs, all of white 
cotton, only he had a red filk fafh, embroidered with gold, 
about his waift, and fandals on his feet; his upper garment 
reached down to his ancles. He had a number of fervants 
and flaves about him of both fexes; and, when I approach¬ 
ed him, feemcd difpofed to receive me with marks of hu¬ 
mility and inferiority, which mortified me much, confider- 
ing the obligations I was under to him, the trouble I had 
given, and was unavoidably ftill to give him. I embraced 
him with great acknowledgments of kindnefs and grati¬ 
tude, calling him father; a title I always ufed in fpeaking 
either to him or of him afterwards, when I was in higher 
fortune, which he conilantly remembered with great plea- 
fure. 

He conduced us through a court yard planted with jef- 
famin, to a very neat, and, at the fame, time, large room, fur- 
nifhed with a filk fofa; the floor was covered with Perfian car¬ 
pets and culhions. All round, flowers and green leaves 
were ftrewed upon the outer yard; and the windows and 
fldes of the room ftuck full of evergreens, in commemora¬ 
tion of the Chriflmas feftival that was at hand. I ftopt at 
the entrance of this room; my feet were both dirty and 
bloody; and it is not good-breeding to Ihow or fpeak of 
your feet in Abyffinia, efpecially if any thing ails them, 
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and, at all times, they are covered. He immediately per¬ 
ceived the wounds that were upon mine. Both our cloaths 
and flefih were torn to pieces at Taranta, and feveral other 
places ; but he thought we had come on mules furnilhed us 
by the Naybc. For the young man 1 had fent to him from 
Kella, following the genius of his countrymen, tho’ telling 
truth was juft as profitable to him as lying, had chofen the 
latter, and feeing the horfe 1 had got from the Baharna- 
gafh, had figured in his own imagination, a multitude of 
others, and told Janni that there were with me horfes, alTes, 
and mules in great plenty; fo that when Janni faw us 
palling the water, he took me for a fervant, and expe&ed, 
for feveral minutes, to fee the fplendid company arrive, well 
mounted upon horfes and mules caparifoned. 

He was fo Ihocked at my faying that I performed this ter¬ 
rible journey on foot, that he burft into tears, uttering a 
thoufand reproaches againft the Naybe for his hard heart- 
ednefs and ingratitude, as he had twice, as he faid, hinder¬ 
ed Michael from going in perfon and fweeping the Naybe 
from the face of the earth. Water was immediately pro¬ 
cured to walh our feet. And here began another conten¬ 
tion, Janni infilled upon doing this himfclf; which made 
me run out into the yard, and declare I would not fuffer 
it. After this, the like difputc took place among the fer- 
vants. It was always a ceremony in Abyffinia, to walh the 
feet of thofe that come from Cairo, and who are under- 
ftood to have been pilgrims at Jerufalem. 

This was no fooner finilhed, than a great dinner was 
brought, exceedingly well drefled. But no confideration or 
intreaty could prevail upon my kind landlord to fit down 
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mM pSrtakeWfch me. He would Hand, all the time, with 

* dean towel in his hand, though he had plenty of fer- 
vants ; and afterwards dined with fome vifitors, who had 
tome dut of curiofity, to fee a man arrived from fo far. A- 
mong thefe was a number of priefts; apart of the company 
which I liked leaft, but who did not Ihew any hoftile ap¬ 
pearance. It was long before I cured my kind land¬ 
lord of thefe refpe&ful observances, which troubled me 
very much \ nor could he wholly ever get rid of them, his 
own kindnefs and good heart, as well as die pointed and 
particular orders of the Greek patriarch, Mark, conftantLy 
fuggefting the fame attention. 

In rhe afternoon, I had a viiit from the governor, a very 

• graceful man, of about iixty years of age, tall and well fa¬ 
voured. He had juft, then returned from an expedition to the 
Tacazze, againll fomc villages of Ayto Tesfos *, which he 
had deftroyed, {lain 120 men, and driven off a number of 
cattle. He had with him about fixty mufquets, to which, I 
underftood, he had owed his advantage. Thefe villages were 
about Tubalaque, juft as you afeend the farther bank of 
the Tacazze. He faid he doubted much if we fliould be 
allowed to pafs through Woggora, unlefs fome favourable 
news came from Michael; for Tesfos of Sarnen, who kept 
his government after Joas’s death, and refufed to acknow¬ 
ledge Michael, or to fubmit to the king, in conjunction 
with the people of Woggora, a£ted now the part of robbers 7 
plundering all forts of people, that carried either proviiions, 

or 


1 A rebel governor of Sarocn, of which 1 fhail after have occalioo ta fptak. 
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or any thing elfe, to Gondar, in order to diftrefs the kirn? 
and Michael’s Tigre foldiers, who were then there. 6 
• 

The church of Mariam is on the hill S. S. W. of the town 
and eaft of Adowa; on the other fide of the river, is the other 
church, called Kedus Michael About nine miles north, a 
itt e inclined to the eait, is Bet Abba Garima, one of the 
moft celebrated monafteries in Abyffinia. It was once a re- 
fidence of one of their kings ; and it is fuppofed that, from 
this circumftance ill underftood, former travellers *, have 
faid the metropolis of Abyllinia was called Gcrme. 

Adowa is the feat of a very valuable manufadurc of 
< oarfc cotton cloth, which circulates all over Abyffmva m- 
S'cad of filver money ; each web is lixteen peek long of i-j 
width, their value a pataka; that is, ten for the ounce of 
gold. The houfes of Adowa arc all of rough hone, ce¬ 
mented with mud intlcad of morter. That of lime is not 
tiled but at Gondar, where it is very bad. The roofs are in 
the form of cones, and thatched with a reedy fort of grafs, 
fomething thicker than wheat ft raw. The Falalha, or Jews, 
enjoy this profeftion of thatching exclusively; they begin 
at the bottom, and finifh at the top. 


Excepting a l'ewfpots taken notice of as wc came alon 
from Ribicraini to Adowa, this was the only part of Tigre 
where there was foil fuflicient to yield corn ; the whole of 
the province bclides is one entire rock. There arc no tim¬ 
ber trees in this part of Tigre unlcfs a daroo or two in 
the valleys, and wanzeys in towns about the lioufcs. 

At 
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At Adowa, and all the neighbourhood, they have three 
harvefts annually. Their flH? fefed time is in July and Au- 
guft; it is the principal one for wheat, which they then 
fow in the middle of tile rims. In the fame feafon they 
fow tocufio, teff, and barley. From the 20th of November 
they reap firrt their barley, then their wheat, and laft of all 
their teff. In room of thefe they fow immediately upon the 
fame ground, without any manure, barley, which they reap 
in February; and then often fow teff, but more fre¬ 
quently a kind of veitch, or pea, called Shimbra; thefe are 
cut down before the firft rains, which are in April. With 
all thefe advantages of triple harvefts, which coft no fallow¬ 
ing, weeding, manure, or other expenfivc proceffes, the far¬ 
mer in Abyflinia is always pooT and miferable. 

In Tigrc it is a goodharveft that produces nine after one, 
it fcarcely ever is known to produce ten; or more than 
three after one, for peas. The land, as in Egypt, is fet to the 
higheft bidder yearly; and like Egypt it receives an addi¬ 
tional value, depending on the quantity of rain that falls 
and its fituation more or lefs favourable for leading water 
to it. The landlord furnifhes the feed under condition to re¬ 
ceive half the produce; but I am told he is a very indul¬ 
gent mafter that docs not take another quarter for the rilk 
he has run; fo that the quantity that comes to the fhare of 
the hufbandman is not more than fufiicient to afford fu* 
ftenance for his wretched family. 

The foil is white clay, mixed with fand, and has as good 
appearance as any I have feen. I apprehend a deficiency of 
the crop is not from the barrennefs of the foil, but from 
the immenfe quantity of field-rats and mice that over-run 

the 
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the whole country, and live in the li/lures of theeanh. To 
kill thefe, they let lire to their draw, the only ufc they 
make of it. 

The cattle roam at difcrction through the mountains. 
The herdfmen fet lire to the gr.ifs, bent, and brulhwood, 
before the rain', and an amazing vcrdin e immediately fol¬ 
lows. A : the mountains are very deep and broken, goats 
are cliicily the ducks tliat graze upon them. 

The province of Tigre is all mountainous; and it has- 
been (aid, with, ut any foundation in truth, that the Pyre¬ 
nees, Alps, and Apennines, are but mole-hills compared to 
them. 1 believe, however, that one of the Pyrenees above 
St John Pied do Port, is much higher than Lamalmon; and 
that the mountain of Sr Bernard, one of the Alps, is full as 
high as Taianta, or rather higher. It is not the extreme 
height of the mountain.-, in Abyllinia that occafions fur- 
prife, but the number of them, and the extraordinary forms 
they prefent to the eye. Some of them are flat, thin, and 
fquare, in lhape of a hearth-done, or dab, that fcarcc would 
feernto have bafe fuiiicicnt to redd the aCtion of the winds. 
Some are like pyramids, others like obeliiks or prifms, and 
fome, the mod extraordinary of all the red, pyramids pitch¬ 
ed upon their points, with their bafe uppermoft, which, if 
it was polUble, as it is nut, they could have been fo formed 
in the beginning, would be drong objections to our recei¬ 
ved ideas of gravity. 

They tan hides to great perfection in Tigre, but for one 
purpofe only. They take tiff the hair with the juice of two 
plants, a fpecies of foianuni, and the juice of the kol-quall; 

v. iii. q 
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both thefe are produced in abundance in the province. They 
are great novices, however, in dyeing; the plant called Suf 
produces the only colour they have, which is yellow. In 
order to obtain a blue, to weave as a border to their cotton 
clothes, they unravel the blue threads of the Marov.i, or 
blue cloth of Surat, and then weave them again with the 
thread which they have dyed with the fuf. 

It was on the ioth of January 1770 1 vifited the remains 
of the Jefuits convent of Fremona. It is built upon the even 
ridge of a very high hill, in the middle of a laigc plain, on 
the oppofite fide of which Hands Adowa. It riles from the 
eaft to the well, and ends in a precipice on the call; it is 
alfo very Ilccp to the north, and Hopes gently down to the 
plain on the fouth. The convent is about a mile in circum¬ 
ference, built ftibllantially with Hones, which arc cemented 
with liinc-raorter. It has towers in the flanks and angles; 
and, notwithflanding the ill-ufage it has fullered, the 
walls remain Hill entire to the height of twenty-five feet. 
It is divided into three, by crofs walls of equal height. The 
Aril divifion lccms to have been delimed for the convent, 
the middle for the 1 church, and the third divifion is fepara- 
ted from this by a wall, and Hands upon a precipice. It 
feems to me as it it was ddigned for a place of aims. All 
the walls have holes for mulkets, and, even now, it is by 
far the moll defenfibie place in Abyffinia. It refembles an 
ancient calUe much more than a convent. 

I can fcarcc conccivcjthe reafon why thefe reverend fathers 
mifreprefent and mlfplacc this intended capital of Catholic 
Abyflinia. Jerome Lobo calls this convent a collection of 
miferable villages. Others place it fifty miles, when it is 

but 
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but two, from Adowa to the north-call. Others fay it is on' 
ly five miles from the Red Sea, while it is an hundred. It 
is very extraordinary, that thefe errors fhould occur in 
the fituation of a place built by their own hands, and where 
their body long had its refidence; and, what makes it more 
extraordinary ftill, it was the domicil which they firft occu¬ 
pied, and quitted laft. 

The kindnefs, hofpitality, and fatherly care of Janni ne¬ 
ver ccafcd a moment. He had already reprefented me in 
the moft favourable light to the Iteghe, or queen-mother, 
(whofc fervant he had long been) to her daughter Ozoro 
Efthcr, and Ozorr* Altafii; and, above all, to Michael, with 
whom his influence was very great; and, indeed, to every 
body he had any weight with; his own countrymen, Greeks, 
Abyflinians, and Mahometans; and, as we found afterwards, 
he had raifed their curiofity to a great pitch. 

A kind of calm had fpread itfclf univcrfally over the 
country, without apparent reafon, as it has been in general 
obferved to do immediately before a ftorm. The minds of 
men had been wearied rather than amufed, by a con- 
ftant feries of new things, none of which had been forc- 
feen, and which generally ended in a manner little expected. 
Tired of gueffing,all parties feeroed to agree to give it over, 
till the fuccefs of the campaign fhouki afford them furer 
grounds to go upon. Nobody loved Michael, but nobody 
neglected their own fafety fo much as to do or lay any thia 
againft him, till he cither fhould lofc or efiahlith his r ,< 
fortune, by the gain or lofs of a battle with Fail!. 
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This calm I refolvcd to take advantage of, and to fet out 
immediately for Gondar. But the 17th of January was 
now at hand, on which the Abyffinians celebrate the feaft 
of the Epiphany with extraordinary rejoicings, and as ex¬ 
traordinary ceremonies, if we believe what their enemies 
have faid about their yearly repetition of baptifm. This 
1 was refolved to verify with my own eyes ; and as Alvarez, 
chaplain to the cmbalfy from Don Emanuel, king of Portu¬ 
gal, to king David III. fays he was likewife prefent at it, the 
public will judge between two eye-witnefles which is like- 
lieft to be true, when I come to give an account of the re¬ 
ligious rites of this people. Adowa is in lat. 14 6 7' 57" 
north. 

On the 17th, we fet out from Adowa, refuming our jour¬ 
ney to Gondar; and, after pafling two fmall villages Adega 
Net, and Adega Daid, the firft about half a mile on our 
left, the fecond about three miles diftant on our right, we 
decamped at fun fet near a place called Bet Hannes, in 
a narrow valley, at the foot of two hills, by the fide of 
a fmall ft ream. 

On the 8th, in the morning, we afeended one of thefe 
hills, through a very rough ftony road, and again came in¬ 
to the plain, wherein flood Axum, once the capital of Abyf- 
finia, at leaft as it is fuppofed. For my part, I believe it to 
have been the magnificent metropolis of the trading peo¬ 
ple, or Troglodyte Ethiopians called properly Cufhites, for 
the reafon I have already given, as the Abyffinians never 
built any city, nor do the ruins of any exift at this day in 
the whole country. But the black, or Troglodyte part of it, 
called in the language of feripture Cuffi, in many places 

3 have 
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Jtave buildings of great ftrength, magnitude, and expence,' 
cfpecially at Azab, worthy the magnificence and riches of 
a Hate, which was from the firft ages the emporium of the 
Indian and African trade, whofe fovereign, though a Pagan, 
was thought an example of reproof to the nations, and 
chofcn as an inftrument to contribute materially to the 
building of the firft temple which man eredted to the true 
Cod. 

The ruins of Axum are very extenflvc; but, like the ci¬ 
ties of ancient times, confift altogether of public buildings. 
In one fquare, which I apprehend to have been the center 
of the town, there are forty obelifks, none of which have 
any hieroglyphics upon them*. There is one larger than 
the reft Hill Handing, but there are two ftill larger than this 
fallen. They arc all of one piece of granite; and on the top 
of that which is Handing there is a patera exceedingly well 
carved in the Greek tafte. Below, there is the door-bolt and 
lock, which Poncet fpcaks of, carved on the obelifk, as if to 
reprefent an entrance through it to fome building be¬ 
hind. The lock and bolt are precisely the fame as tliofe 
ufed at this day in Egypt and Paleftinc, but were newer feen, 
as far as I know, in Ethiopia, or at any time in ufe there. 

I apprehend this obelifk, and the two larger that are 
fallen, to be t lie works of Ptolemy Evergetes. There is a 
great deal of carving upon the face of the obelilk in a Go* 

Vol. 111 . R thic 


* Poncet fays that tlicfe obclilks arc corned wish 1 : eroglyphics; but in this lie is wrong'; 
he has miflaken the carving, I (hall directly mention, for hieroglyphics. London edit. 12 me, 
1709, p. 106. 
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thic tafte, fomethiog like metopes, triglyphs, and guttx, 
difpofed rudely, and without order, but there arc no cha- 
rafters or figures. The face of this pyramid looks due 
fouth; has been placed with great exactnefs, and prd'erves 
its perpendicular pofition till this day. As this obeli/k has 
been othenvife deferibed as to its ornaments, 1 have given 

a geometrical elevation of it feirilely copied, without /ha¬ 
iling or perfpedive, that all kind of readers may under¬ 
hand it. 

After palling the convent of Abba Pantaleon, called in 
Abyflinia, Mantilles, and the fmall obcli/k lituated on a rock 
above, wc proceed fouth by a road cut in a mountain of 
red marble, having on the left a parapet-wall about five feet 
high, folid, and of the fame materials. At equal diftanccs 
there are hewn in this wall folid pedeftals, upon the tops of 
which we fee the marks where flood the ColofTal ftatucs of 
Syrius the Latrator Anubis, or Dog Star. One hundred and 
thirty-three of thefe pedeftals, with the marks of the flames 
I juft mentioned, are Hill in their places; but only two fi¬ 
gures of the dog remained when I was there, much muti¬ 
lated, but of a tafte eafily diftinguifhed to be Egyptian. 
Thefe are compofcd of granite, but fome of them appear to 
have been of metal. Axum, being the capital of Siris, or 
Sire, from this we eafily fee what connection this capital of 
the province had with the dog-ftar, and confequcntly the 
abfurdity of fuppofing that the river derived its name from 
a Hebrew word*, fignifying black . 

There 
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There are likewife pedeftals, whereon die figures of the 
Sphinx have been placed. Two magnificent flights of ftcps, 
Teveral hundred feet long, all of granite, exceedingly well- 
fafliioned, and ftill in tlieir places, are the only remains of 
a magnificent temple. In the angle of this platform where 
that temple flood, is the prefent fmall church of Axum, in 
the place of a former one deftroyed by Mahomet Gragnc, 
in the reign of king David HI. ;• and Which was probably 
remains of a temple built by Ptolemy Evergetes, if not the 
work of times more remote. 

The church is a mean, fmall building, very ill kept, and 
full of pigeons dung. In it are fuppofed to be preferved the 
ark of the covenant, and copy cf the law which Menilek fon 
of Solomon is faid, in their fabulous legends, to have ftolen 
from his father Solomon in his return to Ethiopia, and thefc 
were reckoned as it were the palladia of this country. 
Some ancient copy of the Old Teftamcnt, I do believe, was 
depofited here, probably that from which the firft verfion 
was made. But whatever this might be, it was deftroyed, 
with the church itfelf, by Mahomet Gragnc, though pre¬ 
tended falfcly to l'ubfift there ftill. This I had from the 
king himfclf. 

There was another relique of great importance that hap¬ 
pened to cfcape from being burnt, by having, in time, been 
transferred to a church in one of the ifiands in the lake* 
Tzana, called Seic Quarat Rafou. It is a picture of Ghrift’s 
head crowned with thorns, faid to be painted by St Luke, 
which, upon oceafions of the utmoft importance, is brought 
out and carried with the army, cfpecially in a war with 
Mahometans and Pagans. We have juft f'ccn, it was taken, 
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upon Yafous's defeat at Sennpar, and reitored afterwards up¬ 
on an embally fent thitheron purpofe, no doubt, fora va¬ 
luable coafideration.. 

Within the outer gate of the church, below the Heps, are 
three fmall fquare inclofares, all of granite, with fmall o&a- 
gon pillars in the angles, apparently Egyptian ; on the top 

of which formerly were fmall images of the dog-liar, proba¬ 
bly of metal. Upon a done, in the middle of one of thefc, 
the king fits, and is crowned, and always has been fince the 
days of Paganifm ; and below it, where he naturally places 
his feet, is a large oblong flab like a hearth, which is not- 
of granite, but of free ftone. The infeription, though much, 
defaced, may fafely be reftored. 

riTOAEMAfOT EVERTETOr. 

EAilAEHS 

Poncet has miftaken. this laft word for Bafilius; but he did-: 
not pretend to be a fcholar, and was ignorant of the liiftory 
of this country. 

Axum is watered by a fmall ftream, which flows all the 
year from a fountain in the narrow valley, where Hand 
the rows of obclifks. The fpring is received into a magni¬ 
ficent bafon of 150 feet fquare, and thence it is carried, at 
plcafurq, to water the neighbouring gardens, where there 
is little fruit, excepting pomegranates, neither arc thefe 
very excellent. 

The prefent town of Axum Hands at the foot of the hill; 
and may have about fix hundred houfes. There are fevemt 
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manufactures of coarfe cotton cloth ; and here too the bcfl 
parchment is made of goats lkins, which is the ordinary em¬ 
ployment of the monks. Every thing feemed later atAxum, 
and near it, than at Adowa ; the teff was. {landing yet green. 

On the 19th of January, by a meridian altitude of the fun, 
and a mean of fcveral altitudes of liars by night, I found the 
latitude of Axum to be 14 0 6' 36" north. 

The reader will have obferved, that I have taken great 
pains in correcting the geography of this country, and 
illuflrating the accounts given us by travellers, as well an¬ 
cient as modern, and reconciling them to each other. There 
are, however, in a very late publication, what I mud fup- 
pofc to be errors, at leall they are abfolutcly unintelligi¬ 
ble to me, whether they are to be placed to the account of 
Jerome Lobo, the original, or to Dr Johnfon the tranflator, 
or to the booklcller, is what I am not able to fay. but as the 
book itfelf is ulhered in by a very warm and particular re¬ 
commendation of fo celebrated an author as Dr Johnfon, 
and as I have in the courfe of this work fpoke very con-* 
temptibly of that Jcfuit, I mull, in my own vindication, 
make fome obfervations upon the geography of this bookj 
which, introduced into the world by fuch authority, might 
elfe bring the little we know of this part of Africa into con- 
fulion, from which its maps are as yet very far from being 
cleared. 

Gaxume * is faid to mean Axum, to be a city in Africa, 
capital of the kingdom of Tigr e Mahon in Abyiiinia. Nuw, 

long 
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long ago, Mr Ludolf had fhcwn, from the teftimony of Gre¬ 
gory the Abyflinian, that there was no fuch place in Abyf- 
finia as Tigre Mahon. That there was, indeed, a large pro¬ 
vince called Tigre, of which Axum was the capital; and 
Le Grande, the firft publiflier of Jerome Lobo, has repeatedly 
faid the fame. And Ludolf has given a very probable con¬ 
jecture, that the firft Portuguese, ignorant of the Abyfli¬ 
nian language, heard the officer commanding that province 
called Tigre Mocuonen, which is governor of Tigre, and 
had miftaken the name of his office for that of his province. 
Be that as it will, the reader may reft aflured there is no 
fuch kingdom, province, or town in all Abyffinia. 

There ftill remains, however, a difficulty much greater 
than this, and an error much more difficult to be corrected. 
Lobo is faid to have failed from the peninfula of India, and, 
being bound for Zeyla, to have embarked in a veflel going 
to Caxume, or Axum, capital of Tigre, and to have arrived 
therefafely,and been well accommodated. Now Zeyla,he fays, 
is a city in the kingdom of Adel, at the mouth of the Red 
Sea * ; and Axum, being two hundred miles inland, in the 
middle of the kingdom of Tigre, a Ihip going to Axum mull 
have pafled Zeyla 300 miles, or been 300 miles to the weft- 
ward of it. Zeyla is not a city, as is faid, but an ifland. It is 
not in the kingdom of Adel, but in the bay of Tajoura, oppo- 
litc to a kingdom of that name ; but the ifland itl'elf belongs 
to the Imam of Sana, fovereign of Arabia Felix ; fo that it is 
inexplicable, how a fhip going to Zeyla fhould choofe to 
land 300 miles beyond it; and ftill more fo, how, being once 

arrived 
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arrived at Axum, they fhould feek a (hip to carry them 
back again to Zeyla, 300 miles eaftward, when they were 
then going to Gondar, not much above a hundred miles 
weft of Axum. This feems '40 me abfolutely impollible to 
explain. 

Still, however, another difficulty remains; Tigre is faid, 
by the Jefuits, and by M. Le Grande their hiftorian, to be 
full of mountains, fo high that the Alps and Appcnines 
were very inconliderablc in comparifon. And fuppofe it 
was otherwife, there is no navigable river, indeed no river 
at all, that runs through Tigrd into the Red Sea, and there 
is the defert of Samhar to pafs, where there is no water at 
all. How is it poffible a (hip from the coaft of Malabar 
fhould get up 200 miles from any fca among the moun¬ 
tains of Tigre ? 1 hope the publifhcr will compare this with 
any map he pleafcs, and correct it in his erm/a, otherwife 
his narrative is unintelligible, unlcfs all this was intended 
to be placed to the account of miracles—Peter walked upon 
the water, and Lobo the Jefuit failed upon dry land. 

Dr Johnson, or liis publiftier, involves his reader in 
another ftrange perplexity. “ Dancala is a city of Africa in 
Upper Ethiopia, upon the Nile, in the tradl of Nubia, of 
which it is the capitaland the emperor wrote, “ that the 
miffionaries might eafily enter his dominions by the way of 
Dancala*.” It is very difficult to underftand how people, in 
a (hip from India, could enter Abyffinia by the way of Dan¬ 
cala, if that city is upon the Nile ; becaufc no where, that I 

v. iii. r know, 
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know, is that river in Abyffinia within 300 miles of any 
fea; and, ftill more fo, how it could be in Nubia, and yet in 
Upper Ethiopia. Dongola is, indeed, the capital of Nubia; 
it is upon the Nile in 20° nortlr latitude; but then it cannot 
be in Upper Ethiopia, but certainly in the Lower, and is not 
within a hundred miles of the Red Sea, and certainly not 
the way for a (hip from India to get to Abyffinia, which, 
failing down the Red Sea, it muft have pafled feveral hun¬ 
dred miles, and gone to the northward: Dongola, befides, 
is in the heart of the great defert of Beja, and cannot, with 
any degree of propriety, be faid to be eafily acceffible to any, 
no, not even upon camels, but impoffible to flapping, as it 
is not within 200 miles of any fea. On the other hand, Dan- 
cali, for which it may have been miftaken, is a fmall king¬ 
dom on the coaft of the Red Sea, reaching to the frontiers of 
Abyffinia; and through it the patriarch Mendes entered A- 
byffinia, as has been faid in my hiftory; but then Dancali is 
in lat. 12% it is not in Nubia, nor upon the Nile, nor within 
feveral hundred miles of it. 

Again, Lobo has faid, (p. 30. 31.) “that a Portuguefe gal¬ 
liot was ordered to fet him aftiore at Pate, whole inhabitants 
were man-eaters.” This is a very whimlical choice of a place 
to land llrangers in, among man-eaters. I cannot conceive 
what advantage could be propofed by landing men going 
to Abyffinia fo far to the fouthward, among a people fuch as 
this, who certainly, by their very manners, muft be at war, 
and unconnected with all their neighbours. And many ages 
have paftcd without this reproach having fallen upon the 
inhabitants of the call coaft of the peninfula of Africa from 
any authentic teftimony; and I am confident, after the few 
fpccimens juft given of the topographical knowledge of this 
4 author, 
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author, his prefent teftimony will not weigh much, from 
whatever hand this performance may have come. 

m 

M. de Montesquieu, among all his other talents a mod 
excellent <tnd accurate geographer, obferves, that man-eat¬ 
ers were firft mentioned when the fouthern parts of the eall 
coaft of the peninfula of Africa came to be unknown. Travel¬ 
lers of Jerome Lobo’s call, delighting in the marvellous, did 
place thefe unfociable people beyond the promontory of 
Prafium, becaufc nobody, at that time, did pafs the promon¬ 
tory of Prafium. 

Above 1200 years, thefe people were unknown, till 
Vafques de Gama difeovered their coaft, and called them the 
civil or kind nation. By fome lucky revolution in that long 
period, when they were left to tlicmfelves, they feem moil 
unaccountably to have changed both their diet and their 
manners. The Portuguefc conquered them, built towns a- 
mong them, and, if they met withconfpiracics and treachery, 
thefe all originated in a mixture of Moors fromSpain and Por¬ 
tugal, Europeans that had fettled among them, and not a- 
mong the natives tlicmfelves. No man-eaters appeared till af¬ 
ter the difeovery of the Cape of Good Hope, when that of the 
new world, which followed it, made the Portuguele abandon 
their fettlemcnts in the old ; and this coaft came as unknown 
to them as it had been to the Romans, when thev traded on- 
ly to Raptum and PralTum, and made Anthropophagi of all 
the reft. One would be almoft tempted to believe that Je¬ 
rome Lobo was a man-eater liimfelf, and had taught this 
cuftom to thefe favages. They had it not before his coming; 
they have never had it fince; and it muft have been with 
fome finifter intention like this, that a ftrangcr would vo- 

Vol. III. S luntarily 
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luntarily feek a nation of man-eaters. It is nonfenfe to 
fay, that a traveller could propofe, as Lobo did, going into 
a far diftant country, fuch as Abyflinia, under fo very que- 
llionabie a protedion as a man-eater. 

I will not take up my own, or the reader’s time, in go¬ 
ing through the multitude of errors in geography to be 
found in this book ofLobo’s; I have given the reader my opi¬ 
nion of the author from the original, before I faw the trans¬ 
lation. I faid it was a heap of fables, and full of ignorance 
and prefumption; and I confefs myfelf difappointed that it 
has come from fo celebrated a hand as the tranflator, fo 
very little amended, if indeed it can be faid to be amended 
at all. 

Dr Johnson, in the preface to the book, exprefles him- 
lclf in thefe words :—“ The Portuguefe traveller (Jerome Lo- 
1)0, his original) has amufed his reader with no romantic 
abfurdities, or incredible fi&ions. He feems to have deferi- 
bed things as he faw them ; to have copied nature from 
the life; and to have confulted his fenfes, not his imagina¬ 
tion. He meets with no bafililks that deftroy with their eyes; 
and his catarafts fall from the rock, without deafening 
the neighbouring inhabitants.” 

At firfh reading this palTagc, I confefs I thought it irony. 
As to what regards the cataract, one of the articles Dr John- 
fon has condefcendcd upon as truth, I had already fpoken, 
while compoflng thefe memoirs in Abyflinia, long before 
this new publication faw the light; and, upon a cool revifal 
of the whole that I have faid, T cannot think of receding 
from any part of it, and therefore recommend it to the 

reader’s 
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reader’s perufal. What we have now only to note, is the 
fidelity of Jerome Lobo, fo ftrongly vouched in the words I 
have juft cited, in the article of bafilifks, or ferpents, which 
Dr Johnfon has chofen as one of the inftances of his au¬ 
thor’s adhering to fa<5t, contrary to the cuftom of other wri¬ 
ters on fuch fubjefts. 

“ In crolling a defert, which was two days journey ovci% 
“ I was in great danger of my life; for, as I lay on the 
“ ground, I “perceived myfelf feized with a pain which for- 
“ ced me to rife, and faw, about four yards from me, one of 
“ thofe ferpents that dart their prifon from a di/laucc. Although 
“ I rofe before he came very near me, I yet fch the effects of 
“ his poifonous breath ; and, if I had lain a little longer, 
“ had certainly died. I had recourfc to bezoar, a fovereign 
** remedy againft thofe poifons, which I always curried 
“ about me. Thefc ferpents are not long, but have a body 
“ lliort and thick, their bellies fpeckled with brown, black, 
“ and yellow. They have a wide mouth, with which they 
“ draw in a great quantity of air, and, having retained it 
“ fome time, eject it with fuch force, that they kill at four 
u yards diftancc. I only efcaped by being fome what farther 
■“ from him.” (Chap. sii. p. 124) 

No-v, as this is warranted, by one of fuch authority as 
Dr Johnfon, to be neither imagination nor fallehood, we 
ran ft think it a new fyftcm of natural philolophy, and con- 
fider it as fucli; and, in the ftrft place, 1 would wiih to know 
from the author, who feeras perfectly informed, v.har fpe- 
cics of (crpent it is that he .has quoted as darting their poi- 
fon at a diftance. Again, what fpecies it is that, at the 
diftancc of 12 feet, kills a man bv breathing on his bad:; 
v. iii, S 2 alio. 
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alfo, what they call that fpecies of ferpent that, drawing iix 
the fame outward air which Jerome Lobo breathed, could 
fb'far pervert its quality as with it to kill at the diftance of 
four yards, burely fuch a ferpent, if he had no other cha- 
ra fieri Hi c in the world, would be dcfcribed by a naturalift 
as the ferpent with the foul ftomach.—I never faw a poi- 
fonous ferpent in Abyfiinia whofe belly is not white; lo 
this one being fpeckled, brown, black, and yellow, will be 
a direction when any fuch is found, and ferve as a warning 
not to come near him, at lcaft within the diftance of four, 
yards. 

Jerome Lobo continues, “ that this danger was not to be 
“ much regarded in comparifon of another his negligence 
“ brought him into. As he was picking up a Ikin that 
M lay upon the ground, he was fturig by a ferpent that left 
“ its fting in his finger ; he picked out an extraneous fub* 

“ fiance about the bignefs of an hair, which he imagined 
<{ was the fting. This flight wound he took little notice of,. 

“ till his arm grew inflamed all over; his blood was infeft- 
“ ed; he fell into convulfions, which were interpreted as 
“ the figns of inevitable death.” (Chap. xii. p. 125.) 

Now, with all fubmiflion to Jerome Lobo, the firft fer-. 
pent had brought him within a near view of death; the 
fecond did no more, for it did not kill him j how comes it 
that he fays the firft danger was nothing in comparifon to 
the fecond ? The firft would have certainly killed him, by 
blowing upon his back, if he had been,nearer than 12 feet. 
The other had nearly killed him by a fting. Death was 
the end of them both, I cannot fee the difference between 
the. two dangers. 

The: 
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The firft ferpent was of a new fpecies, that kills a man ar 
the diftance of 12 feet by breathing upon him. The lecond 
was alfo new, for he killed by a fling. Wc know of no fuch 
power that any of the ferpent kind have. If Dr Johnfon 
believes this, I will not fay that it is the moft improbable 
thing he ever gave credit to, but this I will fay, that it is 
altogether different from what at this day is taught us by 
natural philofophy. We eafily fee, by the ftrain in which 
thefe ftories are told, that all thefe fables of Lobo would 
have paffed for miracles, had the converfion of Abyffinia 
followed. They were preparatory fleps for receiving him 
as confeflor, had his merit not been fufficient to have enti¬ 
tled him to a higher place in the kalendar. Rainy, miry, 
and cold countries, are not the favourite habitation of fer- 
pents. Abyflinia is deluged with fix months rain every year 
while the fun is pafling over it. It only enjoys clear wea¬ 
ther when the fun is fartheft diflant from it in the fouthern 
hemilphere; the days and nights are always nearly equal. Vi¬ 
pers are not found in a climate like this. Accordingly, I can 
teftify, I never faw one of the kind in the high country of 
Abyflinia all the time I lived there; and Tigrc, where Jerome 
Lobo places the fcenc of his adventures, by being one of the 
higheft provinces in the country, is furcly not one of the 
molt proper. 

It was the 20th of January, at feven o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing,we left Axum; our road was at firft fufficiently even, thro’ 
fmall vallies and meadows ; we began to afeend gently, but 
through a road exceedingly difficult in itfelf, by rcafon of 
large ftoncs {landing on edge, or heaped one upon another; 
apparently the remains of an old large caufewav, part of the 
magnificent works about Axum, 


The 
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The laft part of the journey made ample amends for the 
difficulties and fatigue we had fuffered in the beginning. 
For our road, on every fide, was perfumed with variety of 
flowering flirubs, chiefly different fpecies of jeffamin; one in 
particular of thefe called Agam (a fmall four-leaved flower) 
impregnated the whole air with the moft delicious odour, 
and covered the fmall hills through which we palled, in fuch 
profufion, that we were, at times, almoft overcome with its 
fragrance. The country all round had now the moft beau¬ 
tiful appearance, and this was heightened by the fineft of 
weather, and a temperature of air neither too hot nor too cold. 

Not long after our lofing light of the ruins of this an¬ 
cient capital of Abyffmia, we overtook three travellers dri¬ 
ving a cow before them; they had black goat Ikins upon 
their lhoulders, and lances q,nd Ihields in their hands, in o- 
ther refpefts were but thinly cloathed ; they appeared to be 
foldiers. The cow did not feem to be fatted for killing, and 
it occurred to us all that it had been ftulcn. This, however, 
was not our bufinefs, nor was fuch an occurrence at all re¬ 
markable in a country fo long -engaged in war. We 
faw that our attendants attached thcmfelves in a par¬ 
ticular manner to the three foldiers that were driving the 
cow, and held a Ihort convcrfation with them. Soon afrer, 
we arrived at the liithermoft bank of the river, where I 
thought we were to pitch our tent. The drivers fuddenly 
tript up the cow, and gave the poor animal a very rude fall 
upon the ground, which was but the beginning of her fuf- 
ferings. One of them fat aerofs her neck, holding down her 
head by the horns, the other twilled the halter about her 
forefeet, while the third, who had a knife in his hand, to my 
yery great furprifc, in place of taking her by the throat got a- 

1 ftride 
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flride upon her belly before her hind-legs, and gave her a 
very deep wound in the upper part of her buttock. 

From the time I had fecn them throw the bcaft upon the 
ground, I had rejoiced, thinking, that when three people 
were killing a cow, they mull have agreed to fell part of 
her to us ; and I was much difappointed upon hearing the 
Abyflinians fay, that we were to pafs the river to the other 
fide, and not encamp where I intended. Upon my propofing 
they fhpuld bargain for part of the cow, my men anfwcrcd 
what they had already learned in converlation, that they 
were not then to kill her, that fhc was not wholly theirs, and 
they could not fell her. This awakened my curiofity; I let my 
people go forward, and Raid myfelf, till I faw, with the ut- 
moft aftonilhment, two pieces, thicker, and longer than our 
ordinary beef fteaks, eut out of the higher part of the buttock 
of the beaft. How it was done I cannot pofitively fay, bccaule 
judging the cow was to be killed from the moment 1 faw the 
knife drawn, I was not anxious to view that cata/lrophc, 
which was by no means an object of curioiiry; whatever 
way it was done, it furely was adroitly, and the two pieces 
were fpread upon the outfide of one of their fhiclds. 

One of them Rill continued holding the head, while the 
other two were bufied in curing the wound. This too wasdone 
not in an ordinary manner; the fkin which had covered the 
flelh that was taken away was left entire, and flapped over 
the wound, and was fattened to the correlponding part by 
two or more fmall fkewers, or pins. Whether they had put 
any thing under the lkin between that and the wounded defh 
1 know not, but at the river fide where they were, thev had 
prepared a cataplafm of clay, with which they covered the 

wound; 
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wound ; they then forced the animal to rife, and drove 
it on before them, to furnifli them with a fuller meal when 
they fliould meet their companions in the evening. 

I could not but admire a dinner fo truly foldier-like, 
nor did I ever fee fo commodious a manner of carrying 
provifions along on the road as this was. I naturally attribu¬ 
ted this to neceffity, and the love of expedition. It was a li¬ 
berty, to be fure, taken with Chriftianity; but what tranfgref- 
fion is not warranted to a foldier when diftrefled by his ene¬ 
my in the field ? I could not as yet conceive that this was 
the ordinary banquet of citizens, and even of priefts, 
throughout all this country. In the hofpitable, humane 
houfe of Janni, thefe living feafts had never appeared. It 
is true we had feen raw meat, but no part of an animal tom 
from it with the blood. The firft fliocked us as uncom¬ 
mon, but the other as impious. 

When firft I mentioned this in England, as one of the 
fingularities which prevailed in this barbarous country, I 
was told by my friends it was not believed. 1 afkcd the 
reafon of this difbelief, and was anfwcred, that people who 
had never been out of their own country, and others well ac¬ 
quainted with the manners of the world,for they had travelled 
as far as France, had agreed the thing was impoflible, and 
therefore it was fo. My friends counfelled me further, that 
as thefe men were infallible, and had each the leading of a 
circle, I fliould by all means obliterate this from my jour¬ 
nal, and not attempt to inculcate in the minds of my read¬ 
ers the belief of a thing that men who had travelled pro¬ 
nounced to be impoflible. They fuggefted to me, in the 
fnoft friendly manner, how rudely a very learned and wor- 

tliy 
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thy traveller had been treated for daring to maintain that 
he had eat part of a lion, a dory I have already taken no¬ 
tice of in my introduction. They faid, that, being convin¬ 
ced by thefe connoidfeurs his having eat any part of a lion 
was impojfibk) he had abandoned this a/Tcrtion altogether, and 
after only mentioned it in an appendix; and this was the 
fartheft I could poffibly venture. 

Far from being a convert to fuch prudential reafons, I 
muft for ever profefs openly, that I think them unworthy 
of me. To reprefent as truth a thing I know to be a false¬ 
hood, not to avow a truth which I know I ought to declare; 
the one is fraud, the other cowardice; I hope I am equally 
diftant from them both; and 1 pledge myfelf never to retraCt 
the faCl here advanced, that the Abyflinians do feed in com¬ 
mon upon live flefh, and that I myfelf have, for Several years, 
been partaker of that difagreeable and beadly diet. On the 
contrary, I have no doubt, when time (hall be given to read 
this hiftory to an end, there will be very few, if they have 
candour enough to own it, that will not be alhamed of ever 
having doubted. 

At i i o’clock of the 20 th, we pitched our tent in a Small 
plain, by the banks of a quick clear running llream; the fpot 
is called Mai-Shum. There arc no villages, at lead that wc 
faw, here. A pcafant had made a very neat little garden on 
both fules of the rivulet, in which he had (own abundance 
of onions and garlic, and lw had a Ibccies of pumpkin, 
which I thought was little inferior to a melon. This man 
guefled by our arms and horfes that we were hunters, and 
he brought us a prefent of the'.fruits of his garden, and 
begged our adidance againd a number of wild boars, which 
Vox.. III. T carried 
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carried havoc and defolation through all his labours, 
marks of which were, indeed, too vifible everywhere. Such 
inftances of induftry are very rare in this country, and de¬ 
manded encouragement. I paid him, therefore, for his 
greens; and fent two of my fervants with him into the 
wood, and got on horfeback myfelf. Mirza, my horfe, in¬ 
deed, as well as his matter, had recruited greatly during 
our ftay at Adowa, under the hofpitablc roof of our good 
friend Janni. 

Amoncst us we killed five boars, all large ones, in the 
fpace of about two hours ; one of which meafured fix feet 
nine inches; and, though he ran at an amazing fpeed near 
two miles, fo as to be with difficulty overtaken by the horfe, 
and was ftruck through and through with two heavy 
lances loaded at the end with iron, no perfon dared to come 
near him on foot, and he defended himfelf above half an 
hour, till, having no other arms left, I fhot him with a horfe- 
piftol. But the misfortune was, that, after our hunting had 
been crowned with fuch fuccefs, wc did not dare to partake 
of the excellent venifon we had acquired ; for the Abyffmi- 
ans hold pork of all kinds in the utmoft deteftation; and I 
was now become cautious, left I fliould give offence, being 
at no great diftance from the capital- 

On the 21ft we left Mai-Slium at feven o’clock in the 
morning, proceeding through an open country, part fown 
with teff, but moftly overgrown with wild oats and high 
grafs. We afterwards travelled among a number of low 
hills, attending and defeending many of them, which occa- 
fioned more pleafurc than fatigue. The jeffamin continued 
to increafe upon us, and it was the common bulh of the 

country. 
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country. Several new fpecies appeared, with five, nine, eleven 
petals, and plenty of the again with four, thefe being all 
white. We found alfo large bufties of yellow, and orange 
and yellow jelTamin, befides fine trees of kummel, and the 
boha, both of the largeft fize, beautifully covered with fruit 
and flowers, which we never before had feen. 

We now defeended into a plain called Selech lecha, the 
village of that name being two miles eafl of us. The country 
here has an air of gaiety and chearfulnefs fuperior to any 
thing we had ever yet feen. Poncet* was right when he 
compared it to the moft beauteous part of Provence. We 
crofled the plain through hedge-rows of flowering flirubs, 
among which the honeyfuckle now made a principal figure, 
which is of one fpecies only, the fame known in England > 
but the flower is larger and perfe&ly white, not coloured on 
the outlide as our honeyfuckle is. Fine trees of all fizes 
were everywhere interfperfed; and the vine, with fmall 
black grapes of very good flavour, hung in many places in 
feftoons, joining tree to tree, as if they had been artificially 
twined and intended for arbours. 

After having pafled this plain, we again entered a clofe 
country through defiles between mountains, thick covered 
with wood and buflies. We pitched our tent by the water- 
fide judicioufly enough as travellers, being quite furrounded 
with buflies, which prevented us from being feen in any 
direction. 


v. ui. 
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As the boha was the principal tree here, and in great 
beauty, being then in flower, I let the caravan pafs, and a- 
lighted to make a proper choice for a drawing, when I heard 
a cry from my fervants, “ Robbers ! Robbers!” I immediately 
got upon my mule to learn what alarm this might be, and 
faw, to my great furprife, part of my baggage ftrewed on 
the ground, the fervants running, fome leading, others on 
foot driving fuch of their mules as were unloaded before 
them ; in a word, every thing in the greateft confufion pof- 
fible. Having got to the edge of the wood, they faced a- 
bour, and began to prepare their fire-arms ; but as I faw the 
king’s two fervants, and the man that Janni fent with us, 
endeavouring all they could to pitch the tent, and my hdrfe 
Handing peaceably by them, I forbade our fugitives to fire, 
till they fhould receive orders from me. I now rode 
immediately up to the tent, and in my way was faluted from 
among the buflies with many ftones, one of which gave me 
a violent blow upon the foot. At the fame inftant I received 
another blow with a fmall unripe pumpkin, juft upon the 
belly, where 1 was ftrongly defended by the coarfe cotton 
cloth wrapped feveral times about me by way of fafh or 
girdle. As robbers fight with other arms than pumpkins, 
when I faw this fall at my feet I was no longer under ap- 
prehenfion. 

Notwithstanding this difagreeable reception, I advan¬ 
ced towards them, crying out, We were friends, and Ras Mi¬ 
chael’s triends; and defired only to fpeak to them, and would 
give them what they wanted. A few ftones were the only 
anfwer, but they did no hurt. I then gave Yafine my gun, 
thinking that might have given offence. The top of the 
tent being now up, two men came forward making great 
3 complainrs. 
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complaints, but of what I did not underhand, only that 
they feemed to accufe us of having wronged them. In fliort, 
we found the matter was this ; one of the Moors had taken 
a heap of Itraw which lie was carrying to his als, but the 
proprietor, at feeing this, had alarmed the village. Every 
body had taken lances and fhields, but, not daring to ap¬ 
proach ibr fear of the fire-arms, they had contented them- 
fclves with (Lowering Hones at us from their hiding-places, 
at a ditlance from among the bulhes. We immediately 
told them, however, that though, as the king’s gueH, I had 
a title to be furniflied with what was necellarv, yet, if they 
were averfe to it, I was very well content to pay for every 
thing they furnifhed, both for my men and heads ; but that 
they mud throw no Hones, otherwise wc would defend our- 
felves. 

Oup tent being now pitched, and everything in order, 
a treaty foon followed. They confemed to fell us what we 
wanted, but at extravagant prices, which, howi -rr, I was 
content to comply with. But a man of tire village, acquaint¬ 
ed with one of the king’s lervants, had communicated to 
him, that the pretence of the Moor’s taking the draw was 
not really the rcafon of the uproar, for they made no ufe or 
it except to burn ; but that a report had been (pread abroad, 
that an action had happened between l aid and Has Michael, 
in which the latter had been defeated, and the country no 
longer in fear of the Has, had indulged thcmlehcs in their 
ufual cxcefles, and, taking us for a caravan of Mahometans 
with merchandife, had ccfolved to rob us. 

Weli.kta M:co 'i, gr.m. ,f bn to Ras Michael, command¬ 
ed .this part ot the nmwu.o : u,i being but thirteen }ears 

oi 
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of age, was not with his grandfather in the army, nor was 
he then at home, but at Gondar. However, his mother, 
Ozoro Welleta Michael, was at home, and her houfc juft on 
the hill above. One of the king’s fervants had ftolen away 
privately, and told her what had happened. The fame 
evening, a party was fent down to the village, who took 
the ringleaders and carried them away, and left us, for the 
night. They brought us a prefent alfo of provifions, and 
excufes for what had happened, warning us to be upon 
our guard the reft of the way, but they gave us pofitive af- 
furance, at the fame time, that no adtion had happened be¬ 
tween Fafil and Ras Michael; on the contrary, it was con¬ 
fidently reported, that Fafil had left Bure, and retired t£ Met- 
chakel, where, probably, he would repafs the Nile into his 
own country, and flay there till the rains fhould oblige Mi¬ 
chael to return to Gondar. 

On the 22d, we left Selcch-lecha at feven o’clock in the 
morning, and, at eight, paffed a village two hundred yards 
<on our left, without feeing any one; but, advancing half a 
mile further, wc faw a number of armed men from lixty to 
eighty, and we were told they were refolved to oppofc our 
paffage, unlcfs their comrades, taken the night before, were 
relcafed. The people that attended us on the part of Welle¬ 
ta Michael, as our efcort, conlidercd this as an inlult, and 

advifed me bv all means to turn to the left to another vil- 
* 

lage immediately under the hill, on which rhe houfc of 
Welleta Michael, mother to Welleta Gabriel their governor, 
was fimated ; as there we fhould find fuflicient aflillance to 
force thefe opponent's torealbn. We accordingly turned to 
the left, and marching through thick bullies, came to the 
.top of the hill above the village, in fight of the governor's 

4 houfc, 
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honfe, juft as about twenty men of the enemy’s party reach¬ 
ed the bottom of it. 

The governor’s fervants told us, that now was the time 
if they advanced to fire upon them, in which cafe they 
would inftantly difperfe, or elfe they would cut us off from 
the village. But I could not enter into the force of this 
rcafoning, becaufc, if this village was ftrong enough to 
protect us, which was the caufe of our turning to the left 
to feek it, thefe twenty men, putting thcmfelves between us 
and the village, took the moft dangerous ftep for thcmfclves 
poflible, as they mud unavoidably be deftroyed; and, if the 
village was not ftrong enough to protect us, to begin with 
bloodfhed was the way to lofe our lives before a fuperior 
enemy. I therefore called to the twenty men to flop where 
they were, and fend only one of their company to me; and, 
upon their not paying any attention, I ordered Yafine to fire 
a large blundcrbufs over their heads, fo as not to touch 
them. Upon the report, they all fled, and a number of people 
flocked to us from other villages; for my part, I believe 
fome who had appeared againft us came afterwards and 
joined us. We foon feemed to have a little army, and, in 
about half an hour, a party came from the governor’s houle 
with twenty lances and fhiclds, and fix firelocks, and, pre- 
fently after, the whole multitude difperfed. It was about 
ten o’clock when, under their efcort, we arrived at the town 
of Sire, and pitched our tent in a ftrong flotation, in a very 
deep gullcy on the weft extremity of the town. 
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CHAP. VI. 

journey from Sire to Addergey, and franfa&ions there . 

T H E province of Sire, properly fo called, reaches from 
Axum to the Tacazze. The town of Sire is fituated on 
the brink of a very fleep, narrow valley, and through this 
the road lies which is almoft impaflable. In the midft of 
this valley runs a brook bordered with palm-trees, fome of 
which are grown to a confiderable fizc, but bear no fruit; 
they wefe the iirft we had feen in Abyflinia. 

The town of Sire is larger than that of Axum; it is in 
form of a half-moon fronting the plain, but its greateft 
breadth is at the weft end; all the houfes arc of clay, and 
thatched ; the roofs are in form of cones, as, indeed, are all 
in Abyflinia. Sire is famous for a manufacture of coarfe cot¬ 
ton cloths, which pafs for current money through all the 
province of Tigre, and arc valued at a drachm, the tenth- 
part of a wakea of gold, or near the value of an imperial 
■dollar each ; their breadth is a yard and quarter. Befldcs 
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thefe, beads, needles, cohol, and incenfe at times only, are 
confidered as money. The articles depend greatly on chance, 
which or whether any are current for the time or not; but 
the latter is often not demanded; and, for the firft, there are 
modes and fafhions among thefe barbarians, and all, except 
thofe of a certain colour and form, are ufelefs. We have 
alsaa^y fp<»kpn of the fafhions, fuch as we have found them, 
at Kella, and we heard they were the fame here at Sire. But 
thefe people were not of a humour to buy and fell with us. 
They were not perfe&ly fatisfied that Michael was alive, 
and waited only a confirmation of the news of his defeat, 
to make their own terms with all ftrangers unfortunate 
enough to fall ioto their hands. On the other hand, we 
were in pofTefiion of fuperior force, and, knowing their in¬ 
clinations, wc treated them pretty much in the manner 
they would have done us. 

On the 2 2d of January, at night, I obferved the paflage of 
many ftars over the meridian, and, after that, of the fun on 
the 23d at noon; taking a medium of all obfervations, I de¬ 
termined the latitude of Sire to be 14 0 4' 35" north. The 
fame evening, I obferved an immerfion of the firft fatellite 
of Jupiter, by which I concluded its longitude to be 38° o' 
15" eaft of the meridian of Greenwich. 

Although Sire is fituated in one of the fineft countries in 
the world, like other places it has its inconveniencies. Pu¬ 
trid fevers, of the very word kind, are almoft conftant here; 
and there did then actually reign a fpecies of thefe that 
fwept away a number of people daily. I did not think the 
behaviour of the inhabitants of this province to me was 
fuch as required my expofing myfelf to the infection for 
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the fake of relieving them; I, therefore, left the fever and 
them to fettle accounts together, without anywife inter¬ 
fering. 

At Sire we heard the good news that Ras Michael, on 
the ioth of this month, had come up with Fafil at Fagitta* 
and entirely difperfed his army, after killing iu,o?^ nziu 
This account, though not confirmed by any authority, flruck 
all the mutinous of this province with awe; and every man 
returned to his duty for fear of incurring the difpleafure of 
this fevere governor, which they well knew would in- 
flantly be followed by more than an adequate portion of 
vengeance, efpecially againft thofe that had not accompa¬ 
nied him to the field. 

On the 24th, at feven o’clock in the morning, \vc flruck 
our tent at Sire, and palled through a vail plain. All this day 
we could difeern no mountains, as far as eye could reach, but 
only fome few detached hills, Handing feparate on the plain, 
covered with high grafs, which they were then burning, to 
produce new with the firlt rains. The country to the 
north is altogether flat, and perfectly open ; and though wc 
could not difeover one village this day, yet it feemed to be 
well-inhabited, from the many people wc faw on different 
parts of the plain, fome at harveft, and fome herding their 
cattle. The villages were probably concealed from us on 
the other fide of the hills. 

At four o’clock, we alighted' at Maifbinni at the bottom 
of a high, fteep, bare cliff’ of red marble, bordering on pur¬ 
ple, and very hard. Behind this is the fmall village of 
Maifbinni; and, on the fouth, another Hill higher hill, 
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whofe top runs in an even ridge like a wall. At the bottom 
of this cliff, where our tent was pitched, the fmall rivulet 
Maifbinni rifes, which, gentle and quiet as it then was, runs 
very violently in winter, firfl north from its fource, and then 
winding to S. W. it falls in feveral cataracts, near a hundred 
feet high, into a narrow valley, through which it makes its 
Vhijdmd The Tacazze. Maifbinni, for wild and rude beau¬ 
ties, may compare with any place we had ever feen. 

This day was the firfl. cloudy one we had met with, or 
obferved this year. The fun was covered for feveral hours, 
which announced our being near the large riverTacazze. 

On the 25th, at feven in the morning, leaving Maifbinni, 
we continued on our road, fhaded with trees of many diffe¬ 
rent kinds. At half an hour after eight we paffed the river, 
which at this place runs weff; our road this day was thro’ 
the fame plain as yefterday, but broken and full of holes. 
At ten o’clock we refted in a large plain called Dagafhaha ; 
a hill in form of a cone flood Angle about two miles north 
from us ; a thin draggling wood was to the S. V ; and the 
water, riling in fpungy, boggy, and dirty ground, was very 
indifferent; it lay to f lie welt of us. 

Daoasiiaiia is a bleak and difagrecablc quarter ; but the 
mountain itfelf, being fecn far off’, was of great life to us in 
adjidling our bearing* ; the rather that, taking our depar¬ 
ture from Dagafhaha, wc came immediately in fight of the 
high mountain of Samcn, where Lamahnon, one of that 
ridge, is by much the moll confpicuous ; and over this lies 
the palfage, or high road, to Gondar. Wc likewife fee the 
rugged, hilly country of Salenr, adjoining to the foot of the 
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mountains of Samen. We obferved no villages this day 
from Maifbinni to Dagaihaha; nor did we difcem, in the 
face of the country, any figns of culture or marks of great 
population. We were, indeed, upon the frontiers of two 
provinces which had for many years been at war. 

On the 26th, at fix o’clock in the morning, we len' I/aga- 
fhaha. Our road was through a plain and level country, 
but, to appearance, dcfolatcd and uninhabited, being over¬ 
grown with high bent grafs and bufhes, as alfo dellitute 
of water. We pafifed the foiitary village Adega, three miles 
on our left, the only one we had feen. At eight o’clock 
we came to the brink of a prodigious valley, in the bottom 
of which runs the Tacazze, next to the Nile the largeft ri¬ 
ver in Upper Abyflinia. It rifes in Angot (at leafi: its princi¬ 
pal branch) in a plain champain country, about 200 miles 
S. E. of Gondar, near a fpot called Souami Midre. It has 
three fpring heads, or fources, like the Nile; near it is the 
fmall village Gourri *. 

Angot is now in pofleflion of the Galla, whofe chief, 
Guangoul, is the head of the weftern Galla, once the moil 
formidable invader of Abyflinia. The other branch of the 
Tacazze rifes in the frontiers of Begemder, near Dabuco; 
whence, running between Gouliou, Lafta, and Beleflen, it 
joins with the Angot branch, and becomes the boundary 
between Tigre and the other great divifion of the country 
called Amhara. This divifion arifes from language only, 
for the Tacazze pa'fles nowhere near the province of Am¬ 
hara ; only all to the eaft of the Tacazze is, in this general 
way of dividing the country, called Tigre, and all to the 
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weftward, from the Tacazze to the Nile, Gojam, and the 
Agows, is called Amhara, becaufe the language of that pro¬ 
vince is there fpoken, and not that of Tigre or Gecz. But 
I would have my reader on his guard againft the belief that 
no languages but thefe two are fpoken in thefe diviiions; 
many different diale<5ts are fpoken in little diftri&s in 
buii*;- :mu,' in fome of them, neither the language of Tigre 
nor that of Amhara is underflood. 

I have already fufficiently dwelt upon the ancient hifloiy, 
the names, manners, and people that inhabit the banks of 
this river. It was the Siris (or river of the dog-ftar) whilft 
that negro, uncivilized people, the Cufhites of the ifland of 
Meroe, rdided upon its banks. It was then called the Tan- 
nufh Abay, or the leffer of two rivers that fwelled with the 
tropical rains, which was the name thepeafants, or unlearn¬ 
ed, gave it, from comparifon with the Nile. It was the 
Tacazze in Derkin or the dwelling of the Taka, before 
it joined the Nile in Bcja, and it was the Aflaboras of thofc 
of the ancients that took the Nile for the Siris. Jt is now 
the Atbara, giving its name to that peninfula, which it 
inclofes on the call as the Nile does on the well, and 
which was formerly the ifland of Meroe; but it never 
was the Tekefcl, as authors have called it, deriving 
the name from the F.thiopic word Taka, which undoubt¬ 
edly fignifies, fear, terror, diflrefs, or fadnefs; I mean, 
this was never the derivation of its name. Far from this 
idea, our Tacazzc is one of the pleafantell rivers in the 
world, fhaded with fine loft)’ trees, its banks covered with 
bullies inferior in fragrance to no garden in the univerfe ; 
its flreani is the molt limpid, it s water excellent, and full of 
good fifh of great variety, as its coverts arc of all forts of game.. 
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It mull be confdled, that, during the inundation, thefe 
things wear a contrary face. It carries in its bed near one- 
third of all the water that falls in Abyflinia; and we faw 
the mark the bream had reached the preceding year, eigh¬ 
teen feet above the bottom of the river, which we do not 
know was the higheft point that it arrived at. But three 
fathoms it certainly had rolled in its bed ; and Tni>fnr&fu- 
gious body of water, palling furioufly from a high ground 
in a very deep defeent, tearing up rocks and large trees in 
its courfe, and forcing down their broken fragments feat¬ 
ured on its dream, with a noife like thunder echoed from 
a hundred hills, thefe very naturally fugged an idea, that, 
from thefe circumdanccs, it is very rightly called the terrible. 
But then it mud be confidcrcd, that all rivers in Abyllinia 
at the fame time equally overdow; that every dream makes 
thefe ravages upon its banks ; and that there is nothing in 
this that peculiarly alTefts the Tacaz/.c, or lliould give it this 
ipccial name : at lead, fuch is my opinion; though it is 
with great willingnefs 1 leave ever) reader in pofleflion of 
his own, cfpecially in etymology. 

At half an hour pad eight we began a gradual defeent, 
at fird ealily enough, till we eroded the fmall brook called 
Maitemquct, or, the water of bapi'jm. We then began to dc- 
feend very rapidly in a narrow path, winding along the fide 
of the mountain, all lhaded with lofty timber-trees of great 
beauty. About three miles further wc came to the edge of 
the flream at the principal ford of the Tacazzc, which is very 
firm and good ; the bottom confids of fmall pebbles, without 
either land or large bones. The river here at this time was 
fully 2oo yards broad, the water perfectly clear, and running 
’very fwiftly; it was about three feet deep. This was the dry 
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fcafon of the year, when moft rivers in Abyfliuia ran now 
no more. 

In the middle of the dream we met a defertcr from Ras 
Michael’s army, with his firelock upon liis fhoulder, driving 
before him two miferable girls-about ten years old,flark- 
almoft famifhed to death, the part of the booty 
which had fallen to his fliare in laying wafie the country 
of Maitflia, after the battle. We alkcd him of the truth of 
this news, but he would give us no latisfadlion ; fometimes 
he faid there had been a battle, fometimes none. He 
apparently had fome diftruft, that' one or other of the 
fa<fts, being allow ed to be true, might determine us as to 
fome defign wc might have upon him and his booty. He 
had not, in my eyes, the air of a conqueror, but rather of a 
coward that had fneaked away, and ftolen thefe two refer¬ 
able wretches lie had with him. 1 alked where Michael 
was? Jf at Bure? where, upon defeat of Fafil, he natu¬ 
rally would be. He laid, No; he was at Ibaba, the capital of 
Mairfha; and this gave us no light, it being the place he 
would go to before, while detachments of his army might 
be employed in burning and laying waftc the country of 
the enemy he had determined to ruin, rather than return to 
it fome time after a battle. At laft we were obliged to leave* 
him. I gave him fome flour and tobacco, both which he 
took very thankfully; but further intelligence he would 
not give. 

The banks of tlic. Tacazzd are all covered, at the watefs 
edge, with.tamaiilks ; behind which grow high and llraight 
trees, that feem to have gained additional flrength from 
having often refilled the violence of the river. Few of thefe 
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ever lofe their leaves, but are cither covered with fruit, 
flower, or foliage the whole year ; indeed, abundantly with 
all three during the flx months fair weather. The Boha- 
bab, indeed, called, in the Amharic language, Dooma, lofcs 
ts leaf; it is the largeft tree in Abyflinia; the trunk is ne¬ 
ver high ; it diminilhes very regularly from the top to the 
bottom, but not beautifully; it has the appcar&n^gr^fi *u 
large cannon, and puts out a multitude of ftrong branches, 
which do not fall low, or nearly horizontal, but follow a di- 
re< 5 lion, making all of them fmaller angles than that of 45 0 . 
The fruit is of the fhape of a melon, rather longer for its 
thicknefs ; within arc black feeds in each of the cells, in¬ 
to which it is divided, and round them a white fubflancc, 
very like fine fugar, which is fweet, with a fmall degree of 
very pleafant acid. I never faw it either in leaf or flower; the 
fruit hang dry upon the branches when they are deprived 
of both. The wood of this tree is foft and fpungy, and of 
no ufe. The wild bees perforate the trunk, and lodge their 
honey in the holes made in it; and this honey is preferred 
to any other in Abyflinia. 

Beautiful and pleafant, however, as this river is, like 
every thing created, it has its difadvantages. From the 
falling of the firft rains in March till November it is death 
to fleep in the country adjoining to it, both within and 
without its banks; the whole inhabitants retire and live in 
villages on the top of the neighbouring mountains; and 
thefe are all robbers and aflaflins, who defeend from their 
habitations on the heights to lie in wait for, and plunder 
the travellers that pafs. Notwithftanding great pains have 
been taken by Michael, his fon, and grandfon, governors of 
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Tigre and Sire, this padage had never been fo far cleared 
but, every month, people are cut ofF. 

Tiie plenty of fifli in this river occafions more than an or¬ 
dinary number of crocodiles to reforr hither. Thefc are fo 
daring and fcarlefs, that when the river fwells, fo as to be 
pa»E.! J c only by people upon rafts, or (kins blown up with 
wind, they are frequently carried olf by thefc voracious and 
vigilant animals. There are alfo many hippopotami, which, 
in this country, are called Gomari. 1 never faw any of thefc 
in the facazzc ; but at night we heard them fnorr, or groan, 
in many parts of the river near us. There arc alfo vaft 
multitudes of lions and hyaenas in all thefc thickets. Wc 
weic very much dilturbcd by them all night. The frnell 
of our mules and horfes had drawn them in numbers a- 
bout our tent, but they did us no further harm, except o- 
bliging us to watch. I f mik! the latitude of the ford, by 
many obfervations, the night of the 26th, taking a medium 
of them all, to be 13 0 42' 45" north. 

The river Tacazze is, as I have already faid, the boun¬ 
dary of the province of Sire. We now entered that of Sa- 
men, which was holtile to us, being commanded by Ayto 
Tesfos, who, lincc the murder of Joas, had never laid down 
his arms, nor acknowledged his neighbour, Michael, as Ras, 
nor Hannes the king, lail made, as fovcrcign. He had re¬ 
mained on the top of a high rock called the Jews Rock, about 
eight miles from the ford. For thefc rcafons, as well as that 
it was the molt agreeable lpot we had ever yet feen, wc left 
our Ration on the Tacazze with great regret. 
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On the 27th of January, a little pafl fix in the morning. 
\vc continued fome fliort way along the river’s fide, and, at- 
forty minutes pafl fix o’clock, came to Ingerohha, a finall ■ 
rivulet riling in the plain above, which, after a fhorr courfe 
through a deep valley, joins the Taca/zc. At half pad feverv- 
we left the river, and began to afeend the mountains, which 
forms the fouth fide of the valley, or banks ofTha: river. 
The path is narrow, winds as much, and is as deep as the 
other, but not fo woody. What makes it, however, dill more 
difagreeable is, that every way you turn you have a perpen¬ 
dicular precipice into a deep valley below you. At half pad 
eight we arrived at the top of the mountain; and, at half 
pad nine, halted at Tabuiaque, having all the way palled 
among ruined villages, the monuments of Michael's cruelty 
or judice ; for it is hard to fay whecher the cruelty, robber¬ 
ies, and violence of the former inhabitants did not deferve 
the fevered chadifement. 

We faw many people feeding cattle on the plain, and we 
again opened a market for flour and other provifions, which 
we procured in barter for cohol, inccnfc, and beads. None 
but the young women appeared. They were of a lighter 
colour, taller, and in general more beautiful than thofe at 
Kella. Their nofes feemed flatter than thofe of the Abyf- 
finians we had yet feen. Perhaps the climate here was be¬ 
ginning that feature fo confpicuous in the negroes in ge¬ 
neral, and particularly of thofe in this country called Shan- 
galla, from wliofe country thefe people are not didant above 
two days journey. They feemed inclined to be very hard 
in all bargains but thofe of one kind, in which they were 
mod reafonable and liberal. They all agreed, that thefe 
favours ought to be given and not fold, and that all coynefs 
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and courtlhip was but lofs of time, which always might be 
employed better to the fatisfa&ion of both. Thefe people 
are lefs gay than thofe at Kella, and their converfation more 
rough and peremptory. They undcrftood both the Tigre 
language and Amharic, although we fuppofed it was in 
compliance to us that they converfcd chiefly in the former. 

Our tent was pitched at the head of Ingerohha, on the 
north of the plain of Tabulaque. This river rifes among 
the rocks at the bottom of a little eminence, in a fmall 
flream, which, from its lburce, runs very ~T\vifcl y, and the 
water is warm. The peafants told us, that, in winter, in 
time of the rains, it became hot, and fmoked. It was in 
tafte, however, good; nor did we perceive any kind of mi¬ 
neral in it. Tabulaque, Anderafla, and Mentefegla belong 
to the Shum of Addergcy, and the viceroy of Samcn, Ayto 
Tesfos. The large town of Hauza is about eight miles 
fouth-and-by-eall of this. 

On the 28th, at forty minutes pall fix o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing, we continued our journey ; and, at half pall fcvcn, law 
the fmall village Motecha on the top of the mountain, half a 
mile fouth from us. At eight, we crofled the river Aira ; and, 
at half pall eight, the river Tabul, the boundary of the di¬ 
strict of Tabulaque thick covered with wood, and efpccially a 
fort of cane, or bamboo, folid within, called there Shcmalc, 
which is ufed in making lhafts for javelins, or light darts 
thrown from the hand, either on foot or on horfcback, at 
hunting or in war. 

We alighted on the fide cf Anderafla, rather a ftntTI 
flream, and which had now ceafed running, but which 
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gives the name to the diftriCt through which we were paf£ 
ing. Its water is muddy and ill-tafted, and falls into the 
Tacazzc, as do all the rivers we had yet palled. Daga-'ha- 
ha bears N. N. E. from this llation. A great dew fell this 
night; the firft we had yet obferved. 

The 29th, at fix o’clock in the morning, \vc continued 
our journey from Anderaflli, through thick woods of fmall 
trees, quite overgrown, and covered with wild oats, reeds, 
and long grafs, fo that it was very diilicuh to find a path 
through them. We were nor without conlklerable appre- 
lienlion, from ournearnefs to the Shangalla, who were but 
two days journey diftant from us to the W. N. W. and had 
frequently made excurfions to the wild country where we 
now were, Jauza was upon a mountain loutli from us; 
afur travelling along the edge of a hill, with the river on 
our left hand, we eroded it: ; t is called the bow ilia and is 
the largclt we had latch leen. 

At nine o’Jock wc encamped upon the fmall river Am 
gari, that gives its name to a diilrict which begins at the 
Bowiha where Anderafla ends. The river Angari is much 
fmaller than the Bowiha: it riles to the well ward in a plain 
near Montefegla ; after running half a mile, it falls down 
a deep precipice into a vallcv, then turns to the K. E. and, 
after a courfc of two miles and r half farther, joins the Bow¬ 
iha a little above the foru. 

The fmall village Angari lies about two miles S. S. W. 
on the top of a hill. Ilauza (which lcems a large town 
formed by a collection of many villages) is lix miles fouth, 
pleafantly lituatcd among a variety ot mountains, all of dif¬ 
ferent 
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fercn* and extraordinary fhapes; fomc arc ftraight like co¬ 
lumns, and ionic fhaip in the point, and broad in the bafe, 
like pyramids and obclilks, and Tome like cones. Ail thefe, 
for the moll part inaccedible, unlci's with pain and danger 
to thole that know the paths, arc places of refuge and fafe- 
ty in time of war, and are agreeably feparated from each 
other hy Am 11 plains producing grain. Some of tliefe, 
however, have at the top water and l'mall flats that can be 
fown, l’uilicient ro maintain a number of men, independent 
of what is douig below them, Hau/o ligmlicj //.-•/.; g/, or 
plcofurc , and, probable, inch 0 non of tile country has 
given the name to it, It is • 1 ■ mho 1 ted in Mahome¬ 
tan merchants, i- me -m • • : < - ...u . ml ( .ion- 

da r, and ; here arc here p -h>!c u a*r. hu lu.b'’ance, 

T‘-: 1 ;chi, a< ecu n. die g, v'c ieft .-mgari, keep¬ 

ing along ihv ale of the mar. We then afe nded a high 
lull coveted wit., g .As rmd .:<e c , through a very difficult 
and i Ue p road; w nieh end;..;;, v r ,.imc .o a l'mall and a- 
grecaMe j lain, with pleulant hill?- on < ocla line ; this is cal¬ 
led Mentckgla. At half puit feven \vi were m the middle of 
three \ ilhigcs of t!ie fame name, two to the right and one 
on he left, about half a mile diflancc. At half pad nine 
we paired a fmall river called Daracoy, which lerves as tlie 
boundary ’ .-tween Addcrgey and this fmall dtilrid Mcn- 
tefegla. / a quaKcr will ti\ wc incamped at Addcrgey, 
near a fmall rivulet called V t burnt, the 'aver of limes, 
or lemons, in a plain fcarcc a mite fquare, furrounded 
on each fide w..h very thick wood in form of an am¬ 
phitheatre. Above this wood, arc bare, rugged, and bar¬ 
ren mountains. Midway in the cliff is a miferable vil¬ 
lage, that feerns rather to hang than to Hand there, fcarcc 
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a yard of level ground being before it to hinder its inha¬ 
bitants from falling down the precipice. The wood is full 
of lemons and wild citrons, from * which it acquires its 
name. Before the tent, to the weftward, was a very deep 
valley, which terminated this little plain in a tremendous 
precipice. 

The river Mai-Lumi, riling above the village, falls into 
the wood, and there it divides itfelf in two; one branch fur- 
rounds the north of the plain, the other the fouth, and falls 
down a rock on each fide of the valley, where they unite, 
and, after having run about a quarter of a mile further, are 
precipitated into a catara< 5 l of 150 feet high, and run in a 
direction fouth-well into the Tacazze. The river Mai-Lumi 
was, at this time, but fmall, although it is violent in winter; 
beyond this valley arc five hills, and on the top of each is 
a village. The Shum refides in the one that is in the middle. 
He bade us a feeming hearty welcome, but had malice in 
his heart agairift us, and only waited to know for certain¬ 
ty if it was a proper time to gratify his avarice. A report 
was fpread about with great confidence, that Ras Michael 
had been defeated by Falil; that Gondar had rebelled, and 
Woggora was all in arms; fo that it was certain lots of life 
to attempt -the pa/Tage of Lamalmon. 

For our part, we conceived this fiory to be without foun¬ 
dation, and that, on the contrary, the news were true which 
we had heard at Sire and Adowa, viz. That Michael was vic¬ 
torious, and Fafil beaten ; and we were, therefore, refolved 
to abide by this, as well knowing, that, if the contrary had 
happened, every place betw een the Tacazze and Gondar was 
as fatal to us as any thing wc were to meet with on Lamal- 
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mon could be ; the change of place made no difference ; the 
difpofitions of the people towards Michael and his friends 
wc knew to be the fame throughout the kingdom, and that 
our only fafety remained on certain and good news coming 
from the army, or in the fmiihing our journey with expe¬ 
dition, before any thing bad happened, or was certainly 
known. 

T'.'e hv.xnas this night devoured one of the bed of our • 
mules. They arc here in great plenty, and fo arc lions; the 
roaring and grumblingof the latter, in rhe part of the wood 
neareil our tent, g.^atly difturbed our beads, and prevented 
them from eating their provender. 1 lengthened the 11 rings 
of my tent, and placed the beads between them. The white 
ropes, and tire tremulous motion made hv the imprcfmm 
of the wind, frightened the lions from coming near us. 1 had 
procured from Janni two fmall bra Is bells, fuel) as the mules 
carry. 1 had tied rhefe to the doim-drings of the tent, 
where their noife, no doubt, greatly eontrilmtcd to our 
beads fafety from thefe ravenous, yet cautious animals, fo 
that we never faw them; but the noilc they made, and, 
perhaps, their fmcll, fo terrified the mules, that, in the morn¬ 
ing, they were drenched in fwcat as if they had been a long 
journey. 

The brutifh hynena was not fo to be deterred. I {hot one 
of them dead on the night of the 3id of January, and, on 
the 2d of February, I fired at another fo near, that I was 
confident of killing him. Whether the balls had fallen out, 
or that I had really milled him with the fird barrel, I know 
not, but he gave a fnarl and a kind of bark upon the firit 
fluot, advancing dircflly upon me as if unhurt. The lecond 

lliot, 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


1 63 

ilior, however, took place, and laid him without motion on 
the ground. Yafine and his men killed another with a pike; 
and luch was their determined coolncls, that they flalkcd 
round about us with the familiarity of a dog, or any other 
domcfiic animal brought up with man. 

But we were Hill more incommoded by a Idler animal, 
a large, black ant, little lefs than an inch long, which, co¬ 
ming out from under the ground, dcmoliflied our carpets, 
which they cut all into flireds, and part of the lining of our 
tent likewife, and every bag or fack they could find. We 
had firil feen them in great numbers at Angari, but here 
they were intolerable. Their bite caufcs a conlidcrablc in¬ 
flammation, and the pain is greater than that which arifes 
from the bite of a fcorpion ; they are called gnmhn. 


On the i if of February the Shum fent his people to value, 
as lie laid, our mcrchandife, that we might pay cufiom. 
Many of the Moors, in our caravan, had left us to go a near 
way to Iiauza. We had at moft five or fix afles, including 
thole belonging to Yafine. 1 humoured them fo far as to 
open the cafes where were the tclcfcopcs and quadrant, or, 
indeed, rather fhewed them open, as they were not {hut. 
from rhe obiervation 1 had been making. They could only 
winder at i kings they had never before lcen. 


On the 2d of February the Shum came liimfclf, and a 
violent altercation enfued. lie infilled upon Michael’; defeat: 
I told him rhe contrary news were true, and begged him to 
beware lefi it jhoulJ be told to the Ras upon his return that 
he had propagated luch a falsehood I told him alio wc 
had advice that the Raids iervants were now waiting for us 
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at Lamalmon, and infilled upon his fuffering us to depart. 
On the other hand, he threatened to fend us to Ayto Tesfos. 
I anfwcred, “ Ayto Tesfos was a friend to Ayto Aylo, under 
whofe prote&ion I was, and a fervant to the Iteghe, and was 
likelier to punifh him for ufing me ill, than to approve of 
it, but that I would not fuller him to fend me either to Ayto 
Tesfos, or an inch out of the road in which I was going.” 
He faid, “ That I was madand held a confutation with 
his people for about half an hour, after which lie came in 
again, fcemingly quite another man, and faid, he would 
difpatch us on the morrow, which was the 3d, and would 
fend us that evening fome provilions. And, indeed, we now 
began to be in need, having only flour barely fuflicient to 
make bread for one meal next day. The miferablc village 
on the clift had nothing to barter with us ; ar. I none from 
the five villages about the Shum had come near us, proba¬ 
bly by his order. As he had foftened his tone, fo did I mine. 
I gave him a finall prefent, and he went away repeating his 
promifes. Bur all that evening palfed without provilion, 
and all next day without his coming, fo we got every thing 
ready for our departure. Our fupper did not prevent our 
fleeping, as all our provifion was gone, and we had tailed 
nothing all that day iince our brcakfall. 

The country of the Shangalla lies forty miles N. N. W. 
of this, or rather more wcllerly. All this diltrid. from the 
Tacazzc is called, in the language of Tigre, Salem, and Ta¬ 
lent in Amharic. This probably arifes from the name being 
originally fpelled with (Tz), which has occafioned the dif¬ 
ference, the onejanguage omitting the fir 11 letter, the other 
the fecond. 
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At Addcrgey, the 31ft day of January, at noon, I obferved 
the meridian altitude of the fun, and, at night, the paflage 
of feven different ftars over the meridian, by a medium of 
all which, I found that the latitude of Addergey is 13 0 24 56" 
North. And on the morning of the ill of February, at the 
fame place, 1 obferved an immerfion of the fecond fatellite 
of Jupiter; by which I concluded the longitude of Addcrgey 
to be 37 0 57' eaft of the meridian of Greenwich. 

On the 4th of February, at half paft nine in the morningv 
we left Addergey: hunger prefling us, we were prepared to 
do it earlier, and for this we had been up fince five in the 
morning; but our lofs of a mule obliged us, when wc 
packed up our tent, to arrange our baggage differently. 
While employed at making ready for our departure, which 
was juft in the dawn of day, a hyama, unfeen by any of us, 
fattened upon one of Yaline’s afles, and had almoft pulled 
his tail away. I was bulled at gathering the tent-pins into 
a fack, and had placed my mufket and bayonet ready 
againft a tree, as it is at that hour, and the clofe of the eve¬ 
ning, you are always to be on guard againft banditti. A 
boy, who was fervant to Yafinc, faw the hyaena fil'd, and 
Hew to my mufket. Yafine was disjoining the poles of the 
tent, and, having one half of the largefl in his hand, he ran 
to the alfiftance of his afs, and in that moment the mufket 
went off, luckily charged with only one ball, which gave 
Yafine a fldh wound between the thumb and forefinger of 
his left hand. The boy inftantly threw down the mufket, 
which had terrified the hyaena and made him let go the 
afs; but he ftood ready to fight Yafine, who, not amu- 
fing himfelf with the choice of weapons, gave him fi> 

rude 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


*7 l 

J'udc a blow with the tent-pole upon his head, that it fell¬ 
ed him to the ground; others, with pikes, put an end to his 
life. 

Wr were then obliged to turn our cares towards the wound¬ 
ed. Yaline’s wound was foon feen to be a trifle; befides, he was 
a man not cafily alarmed on fuch occafions. But the poor afs 
was not lb cafily comforted. The flump remained, the tail 
hanging by a piece of it, which we were obliged to cut off. 
The next operation was a&ual cautery; but, as we had 
made no bread for breakfafl, our fire had been early out. We, 
therefore, were obliged to tie the flump round with whip¬ 
cord, till we coul i get fire enough to heat an iron. 

What fufficiently marked the voracity of thefe bcafts, the 
hyenas, was, that the bodies of their dead companions, which 
we hauled a long way from us, and left there, were aimofi en¬ 
tirely eaten by the furvivors the next morning; and I then 
•obferved, for the iirft time, that the hyxna of this country 
was a different fpccies from thofe I had feen in Europe, 
which had been brought from Afiaor America. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Journey over Lamalmon to Condor. 

I T was on account of thefe delays that we did not leave Ad- 
dergey till near ten o’clock in the forenoon of the 4th of 
February. We continued our journey along the fide of a 
hill, through thick wood and high grafs; then defeended 
into a fteep, narrow valley, the Ikies of which had been 
lhaded with high trees, but in burning the grafs the trees 
were confumed likewife ; and the flioots from the roots 
were fome of them above eight feet high fincc the tree 
had thus fufFercd that fame year. The river Angueah 
runs through the middle of this valley; after receiving 
the fmall ftreams, before mentioned, it makes its way 
into the Tacazzc. It is a very clear, fwift-running river, 
fomething lefs than the Bowiha. 

When we ha'd juft reached the river-fide, we faw the 
Shum coming from the right hand acrofs us. There were 
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nine horfemen in all, and fourteen or fifteen beggarly foot¬ 
men. He had a wcll-drefied young man going before him 
carrying his gun, and had only a whip in his own hand ; 
the reft had lances in theirs ; but none of the horfemen 
had fhields. It was univerfally agreed, that this Ieemed to 
be a party fet for us, and that he probably had others before 
appointed to join him, for we were fure his nine horfe 
would not venture to do any thing. Upon the firft appear¬ 
ance, we had flopped on this fide of the river; but Wellcta 
Michael’s men, who were to accompany us to Lamalmon, 
and Janni’s fervant, told us to crofs the river, and make 
what fpeed we could, as the Shum’s government ended on. 
this fide. 

Our people were now all on foot, and the Moors drove 
the beafts before them. 1 got immediately upon horlcback, 
when they were then about five hundred yards below, or 
fcarcely fo much. As foon as they obferved us drive our 
beafts into the river, one of their horfemen came galloping 
up, while the others continued at a fmart walk. When the 
horfeman was within twenty yards diftance of me, 1 called 
upon him to flop, and, as he valued his life, not approach 
nearer. On this he made no difficulty to obey, but ieemed 
rather inclined to turn back. As I faw the baggage all laid 
on the ground at the foot of a fmall round hill, upon the 
gentle aicent of which my lervants all flood armed, 1 turn¬ 
ed about mv horfe, and with Yaiinc, who was by my fide, 
began to crofi the river. The horfeman upon this again 
advanced; again I cried to him to Hop, He then pointed 
behind him, and faid, “ The Shum !” I defined him peremp¬ 
torily to ftop, or I would fire; upon which he turned 
round, and the others joining him, they held a minute's 
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counfcl together, and came all forward to the river, where 
they paufed a moment as if counting our number, and 
then began to enter the ilream. Yafine now cried to them 
in Amharie, as I had done before in Tigre, defiring them, as 
they valued their lives, to come no nearer. They ftopt, a 
fign of no great refolution ; and, after fome altercation, it 
was agreed the Shum, and his fon with the gun, fhould 
pafs the river. 

The Shum complained violently that we had left Ad- 
dergey without his leave, and now were attacking him in his 
own government upon the high-road. “ A pretty fituation," 
faid I, “ was ours at Addergcv, where the Shum left the 
king’s ftranger no other alternative but dying with hunger, 
or being ate by the hyxna.” 

“ Tms is not your government," faysjanni’s fervant; “ you 
know my mailer, Ayto Aylo, commands here."—“ And who 
is attacking you on the road ?” fays the Sire fervant. “ Is it 
like peaceable people, or banditti, to come mounted on 
horfeback and armed as you arc ? Would not your mules and 
your foot-fervants have been as proper ? and would not you 
have been better employed, with the king and Ras Michael, 
fighting the Galla, as you gave your promife, than here 
molefting paffengers on the road ?"—“ You lie,” lays the 
Shum, “ I never promifed to go with your Ras and on 
this he lifted up his whip to ftrike Welleta Michael’s fer¬ 
vant ; but that fellow, though quiet enough, was not of 
the kind to be beaten. “ By G—d ! Shum,” fays he, “ offer 
to ftrike me again, and I Will lay you dead among your 
horfc’sfcct, and my maflcr will fay I did well. Never call 
for your men ; you fhould have taken the red flip off your 
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gun before you came from home to-day to follow vn. Vh 3 
if you was to (hoot, you would be left alone in our hands, 
as all your fellows on the other fide would run at the nolle 
even of your own gun. 

“ Friends, faid J, you underftand one another’s grie¬ 
vances better than I do. My only bufincl's here is to get to 
Lamalmon as loon as polfible. Now, pray, Shu in, tell me 
what is your bufincl's with me r and why have you follow¬ 
ed me beyond your government, which is bounded by that 
river?”—He faid, “ That 1 had Itolcn away privately, without 
paying cuftom.”—•“ I am no merchant, replied I; I am the 
king’s gueft, and pay no cuftom ; but as far as a piece of 
red Surat cotton cloth will content you, I will give it you, 
and we fhall part friends.”—He then anfwcred, “ That rwo 
ounces of gold were what my dues had been rated at, and 
would either have that, or he would follow me to Debra 
Toon.”—“ Bind him and carry him to Debra Toon, fays 
the Sire fervam, or I lliall go and bring the Shnm of De¬ 
bra Toon to do it. By the head of Michael, Shum, it lliall 
not be long before I take you out of your bed for this.” 

I now gave orders to my people to load the mules. At 
hearing this, the Shum made a fignal for his company to 
crofs ; hut Yaline, who was oppofitc to them, again ordered 
them to Hop. “ Shum, faid I, you intend to fallow us, 
apparently with a defign to do us fomc harm. Now we 
arc going to Debra Toon, and you are going thither. If 
you chufie to go with us, you may in all honour and fafe- 
ty; hut your lervants lliall not be allowed to join you, nor 
you join them ; and if tin y but attempt to do us harm, we 
will for certain revenge ourfelvcs on you. There is a piece 
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of ordnance,” continued I, fhewing him a large blunderbufs, 
“ a cannon, that will lweep fifty fucli fellows as you to eter¬ 
nity in a moment. This lhall take the care of them, and 
we (hall take the care of you; but join you fliall not till 
we are at Debra Toon.” 

The young man that carried the gun, the cafe of which 
had never been off, defired leave to fpeak with his father, 
as they now began to look upon thcmfelves as priloners. 
The convcrfation laded about live minutes; and our bag¬ 
gage was now on the way, when the Shum faid, he would 
make a propofal:—“ Since 1 had no mcrchandife, and was 
going to Ras Michael, he would accept of the red cloth, its 
value being about a crown, provided we fwore to make 
no complaint of him at Gondar, nor fpeak of what had hap¬ 
pened at Debra Toon ; while he likewife would fwear, af¬ 
ter having joined his fervants, that he would not again pafs 
that river.” Peace was concluded upon thefc terms. I gave 
him a piece of red Surat cotton cloth, and added fome co- 
hol, incenfe, and beads for his wives. 1 gave to the young 
man that carried the gun two firings of bugles to adorn 
his legs, for which he feemed molt wonderfully grateful. 
The Shum returned, not with a very placid countenance; 
his horfemcn joined him in the middle of the dream, and 
away they went foberly together, and in fdcnce. 

Hau/a was from this S. E. eight miles diftant. its moun¬ 
tains, of lb many uncommon forms, had a very romantic 
appearance. At one o’clock we r.lighted at the foot of one 
of the highelt, called Debra Toon, about half way between 
the mountain and village of that name, which was on the 
fide of the hill about a mile N.W. Still furthei to the N. W. 
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is adefert, hilly diffriCt, called Adebarea, the country of the 
Haves, as being the neighbourhood of the Shangalla, the 
w\iole country between being waftc and uninhabited. 

The mountains of Waldubba, refcmbling thofe of Ade¬ 
barea, lay north of us about four or five miles. Waldubba, 
which fignifies the Valley of the Hyana, is a territory entirely in¬ 
habited by the monks, who, for mortification’s fake, have 
retired to this unwholefome, hot, and dangerous country, 
voluntarily to fpend their lives in penitence, meditation, 
and prayer. This, too, is the only retreat of great men in 
difgrace or in difgufl. Thcfc firft fhave their hair, and put 
on a cowl like the monks, renouncing the world for foli- 
tude, and taking vows which they refolve to keep no longer 
than exigencies require; after which they return to the 
world again, leaving their cowl and fan&ity in Waldubba. 

These monks are held in great veneration ; are believed 
by many to have the gift of prophecy, and fomc of them to 
work miracles, and are very active inflruments to flir up 
the people in time of trouble. Thofe that I have feen out of 
Waldubba in Gondar, and about Kofcam, never fliewed any 
great marks of abflinencc; they ate and drank every thing 
without fcruplc, and in large quantities too. They fay the)' 1 
live otherwife in Waldubba, and perhaps it may be fo. There 
arc women, alfo, whom we lliould call Nuns, who, though' 
not refiding in Waldubba, go at times thither, and live in a 
familiarity with thefe faints, that has very little favour of 
fpirituality; and many of thefe, who think the living in 
community with *this holy fraternity has not in it per¬ 
fection enough to fatisfy their devotion, retire, one of each 
fex, a hermit and a nun, fequeilering themfclvcs for months, 
Vol. 111 . Z to 
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to eat herbs together in private upon the top of 'the moun¬ 
tains. Thcfc, on their return, arc {hewn as miracles of ho- 
linofsy—lean, enervated, and exhaufted. Whether this is 
wholly to be laid to the charge of the herbs, is more than 
J will take upon me to decide, never having been at thefe 
retirements of Waldubba. 

Violent fevers perpetually reign there. The inhabitants 
are all of the colour of a corpfe; and their neighbours, the 
Shangalla, by conflant inroads, deftroy many of them, though 
lately they have been'flopped, as they fay, by the prayers of 
the monks. I fuppofe their partners, the nuns, had their 
{hare in it, as both of them are faid to be equally fuperior 
in holinefs and purity of living to what their predeceflors 
formerly were. But, not to derogate from the efficaciouf- 
nefs of their prayers, the natural caufc why the Shangalla 
moleft them no more, is the fmall-pox, which has greatly- 
reduced their ftrength and number, and extinguifhed, to a 
man, whole tribes of them. 

The water is both fcarce and bad at Debra Toon, there 
being but one fpring, or fountain, and it was exceedingly 
ill-tailed.. We did not intend to make this a ftation ; but, 
having fent a fervant to Hauza to buy a mule in room of 
that which, the hyaena had eaten, we were afraid to leave 
our man, who was not yet come forward, left he fhould fall 
in with the Shum of Addergey, who might flop the mule 
for our arrears of cuftoms. 

The pointed mountain of Dagafhaha continued ftill vifible; 
1 fet it this day by the compafs, and it bore due N.E. We had 
not feen any cultivated ground iince we palled the Tacazze. 

The 
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The 5th, at feven o’clock in the morning, we left Debra 
Toon, and came to the edge of a deep valley bordered with 
wood, the dcfcent of which is very fteep. The Anzo, larger 
and more rapid than the Angueah, runs through the middle 
of this valley; its bed is full of large, fmooth ftones, and 
the fides compofed of hard rock, and difficult todefeend; the 
ftream is equally clear and rapid with the other. We af- 
cended the valley on the other fide, through the mod diffi¬ 
cult road we had met with fince that of the valley of Sire. 
At ten o’clock we found ourfdves in the middle of three 
villages, two to the right, and one on the left; they arc 
called Adamara, from Adama a mountain, on the eaft fide 
of which is Tchober. At eleven o’clock, we encamped at the 
foot of the mountain Adama, in a fmall piece of level ground, 
after paffing a plcafant wood of no confiderable extent. 
Adama, in Amharic, fignifies pleafant ; and nothing can be 
more wildly fo than the view from this flation. 

Tchober is clofe at the foot of the mountain, furround- 
ed on every fide, except the north, by a deep valley covered 
with wood. On the other fide of this valley arc the broken 
hills which conftitute the rugged banks of the Anzo. On 
the point of one of thefe, moil extravagantly fliaped, is the 
village Shahagaanah, projecting as it were over the river; 
and, behind thefe, the irregular and broken mountains of 
Salent appear, efpecially thofe around Hauza, in forms which 
European mountains never wear; and Hill higher, above 
thefe, is the long ridge of Samen, which run along in an 
even itrctch till they are interrupted by the high conical 
.top of Lamalmon, reaching above the clouds, and reckoned 
to be the higheft hill in Abvfiinia, over the fieepeft part of 
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which, by fomc fataliry, the reafon I do not know, the road 
pf all caravans to Gondar muft lie. 

As foon as wc pafled the Anzo, immediately on our right 
is that part of Waldubba, full of deep valleys and woods, 
in which the monks ufed to hide themfelves from the in- 
curfions of the Shangalla, before they found out the more 
convenient defence by the prayers and fuperior fandlity of 
the prefent faints. Above this is Adamara, where the Ma¬ 
hometans have considerable villages, and, by their populouf- 
nefs and ftrength, have greatly added to the fafety of the 
monks, perhaps not altogether completed yet by the purity 
of their lives. Still higher than thefe villages is Tchober, 
where wc now encamped.. 

On the left hand, after pafling the Anzo, all is Shahagaa- 
nah, till you come to the river Zarima. It extends in an call 
and weft direction,. almoft parallel to the mountains of Sa- 
mcn, and in this territory are feveral confiderable villages; 
the people are much addicted to robbery, and rebellion, m 
which they were engaged at this time. Above Salent is Ab- 
bcrgale,and above that Tamben, which is one of the princi¬ 
pal provinces in Tigre, commanded at prefent by Kefla Ya- 
ipus, an officer of the greateft merit and reputation in the 
Abyffinian army.. 

On the 6th, at fix o’clock in the morning, we left Tcho- 
ber, and paffied a wood on the fide of the mountain. At a 
quarter paft eight wc crofted the river Zarima, a clear 
flrcam running over a bottom of ftones. It is about as large 
as the Anzo. On. the banks of this river; and all this day, 
.WC pafled under trees larger and more beautiful than any 
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we had fccn fince leaving the Tacazze. After having crolk 
ed the Zarima, we entered a narrow defile between two 
mountains, where ran another rivulet: we continued ad¬ 
vancing along the fide of it, till the valley became fo nar¬ 
row as to leave no room but in the bed of the rivulet ittelf. 
It is called Mai-Agam, or the water or brook of jett'amin* 
and falls into the Zarima, at a lmall diftance from the place 
wherein we palled it. It was dry at the mouth, (the water 
being there abforbed and hid under the fantl) but above, 
where die ground was firmer, there ran a britk dream of 
excellent water, and it has the appearance of being both 
broad, deep, and rapid in winter. At ten o’clock we en¬ 
camped upon its banks, which are here bordered with-high 
trees of cummel, at this time both loaded with fruit and 
flowers. There are alfo here a variety of odicr curious 
trees and plants ; in no place, indeed, had we feen more, ex¬ 
cept on the banks of the Tacazze. Mai-Agam confills of 
three villages; one, two miles ditlant, eaft-and-by-north, one 
at fame diltancc, N. N. \V.; the third at one mile diflancc, S, 
E. by fouth- 

On the 7th, at fix o’clock in the morning, we began to 
afeend the mountain ; at a quaiter pall feven the village Lik 
lay call of us. Murafs, a country full of low but broken 
mountains, and deep narrow valleys, bears N. \V. and Wal- 
kayt in the fame direction, but farther off. At a quarter 
pall eight, Gingerohlia, dillant from us about a mile S. W. 
it is a village lituated upon a mountain that joins Lamalmon. 
Two miles to the N. E. is the village Taguzait on the moun¬ 
tain which we were afcending. It is called Guza by the 
Jefuits, who Itrangcly fay, that the Alps and Pyreneans arc 
inconlidcrable eminences to it. Yet, with all deference to 
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tliis obfervation, Taguzait, or Guza, though, really the bafc 
of Lamalmon, is not a quarter of a mile high. 

Ten minutes before nine o’clock we pitched our tent 
on a fmall plain called Dippebaha, on the top of the moun¬ 
tain, above a hundred yards from a fpring, which fcarcely 
was abundant enough to fupply us with water, in quality 
as indifferent as it was fcanty. The plain bore ftrong 
marks of the exceffive heat of the fun, being full of cracks 
and chafms, and the grafs burnt to powder. There are 
three fmall villages fo near each other that they may be 
faid to compofe one. Near them is the church of St George, 
on the* top of a fmall hill to the eaftward, furrounded with 
large, trees. 

Since palling the Tacazze we had been in a very \yild 
country, left fo, for what I know, by nature, at leaft now 
lately rendered more fo by being the theatre of civil war. 
The whole was one wildernefs without inhabitants, unlefs 
at Addergey. The plain of Dippebaha had nothing of this 
appearance; it was full of grafs, and interfperfed with 
flowering Ihrubs, jeffamin,and rofes, feveral kinds of which 
were beautiful, but only one fragrant. The air was very 
frefli and pleafant; and a great number of people, palling 
to and fro, animated the fcene. 

We met this day feveral monks and nuns of Waldubba, I 
Ihould fay pairs> for they were two and two together. 
They faid they had been at the market of Dobarke on the 
fide of Lamalmon, juft above Dippebaha. Both men and 
women, but efpecially the latter, had large burdens of 
T»roviiions on their flioulders, bought that day, as they 
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laid, at Dobarke, which fliewed me they did not wholly 
depend upon the herbs of Waldubba for their fupport. 
The women were ftout and young, and did not feem, by 
their complexion, to have been long in the mortifications 
of Waldubba. I rather thought that they had the appear¬ 
ance of healthy mountaineers, and were, in all probability, 
part of the provifions bought for the convent; and, by the 
iample, one would think the monks had the firfl choice of 
the market, which was but fit, and is a cuftom obferved 
likewife in Catholic countries. The men feemed very mi- 
ferable, and ill-clothed, but had a great air of ferocity and 
pride in their faces. They are diftinguilhed only from the 
laity by a yellow cowl, or cap, on their head. The cloth 
they wear round them is likewife yellow, but in winter 
they wear fkins dyed of the fame colour. 

On the 8th, at three quarters paft fix o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, we left Dippebaha, and, at feven, had two fmall villages 
on our left; one on the S. E. diftant two miles, the other on 
the fouth, one mile off. They are called Wora, and fo is 
the territory for fome fpace on each fide of them ; but, 
beyond the valley, all is Shahagaanah to the root of Lamal- 
mon. At a quarter pad feven, the village of Gingerohha 
was three miles on our right; and we were now afeending 
Lamalmon, through a very narrow road, or rather path, for 
it fcarcely was two feet wide any where. It was a fpiral 
winding up the fide of the mountain, always on the very 
brink of a precipice. Torrents of water, which in winter car¬ 
ry prodigious Hones down the fide of this mountain, had di¬ 
vided this path into feveral places, and opened to us a view 
of that dreadful abyfs below, which few heads can (mine 
at leafi could not) bear to look down upon. We were here 
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obliged to unload our baggage, and, by flow degrees, crawl 
up the hill, carrying them little by little upon our flioul- 
ders round thefe chafms where the road was interfered. 
The mountains grow fteeper, the paths narrower, and the 
breaches more frequent as we afeend. Scarce were our 
mules, though unloaded, able to fcramble up, but were per¬ 
petually falling; and, to increafe our difficulties, which, in 
fuch cafes, feldom come Angle, a large number of cattle 
was defeending, and feemed to threaten to pufh us all in¬ 
to the gulf below. After two hours of conftant toil, at 
nine o’clock we alighted in a fmall plain called Kedus, or 
St Michael, from a church and village of that name, nei¬ 
ther beaft nor man being able to go a ftep further. 

The plain of St Michael, where we now were, is at the 
foot of a fteep cliff which terminates the weft ftde of La- 
malmon. It is here perpendicular like a wall, and a Tew 
trees only upon the top of the cliff. Over this precipice 
flow two ftreams of water, which never are dry, but run in 
all feafons. They fall into a wood at the bottom of this 
cliff, and preferve it in continual verdure all the year, tho’ 
the plain itfelf below, as I have faid, is all rent into chafms, 
and cracked by the heat of the fun. Thefe two ftreams 
form a confiderable rivulet in the plain of St Michael, and 
arc a great relief both to men and cattle in this tedious and 
difficult paffage over the mountain. 

The air on Lamalmon is pleafant and temperate. We 
found here our appetite return, with a chcarfulnefs, light- 
nefs of fpirits, and agility of body, which indicated that 
our nerves had again refumed their wonted tone, which 
they had loft in the low, poifonous, and fultry air on the 
4 coaft 
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■coaft of the Red Sea. The fun here is indeed hot, but in. 
the morning a cool breeze never fails, which ineveafes 
as the fun rifes higli. In the ihade i. is always cool. 
The thermometer, in the (Lade, in the plain of St Michael, 
this day, was 76’, wind N. \V. 

Lamalmon, as I have faid, is the pafs through which the 
road of all caravans to Gondar lies. It is here they take an ac¬ 
count of all baggage and mcrchandife, which they tranfmit 
to the Negadc Ras, or chief officer of the cuftoms at Gon¬ 
dar, by a man whom they fend to accompany the caravan. 
There is alfo a prefent, or awide, due to the private proprie¬ 
tor of the ground; and this is levied with great rigour and 
violence, and, for the moft part, with injufficc; fo that this 
Ration, which, by the eftablifliment of the cuftomhoufc, and 
■ncarnefs to the capital, fhould be in a particular manner at- 
-Minllil tu lirjbvernment, is always the place where the firft 
robberies and murders are committed in unfettlcd times. 
Though wc had nothing with us which could be confider- 
cd as fubjetft to duty, we fubmitted every thing to the will 
of the robber of the place, and gave him his prefent. If he 
was not fatisfied, he feemed to be fo, which was all we 
wanted. 

We had obtained leave to depart early in the morning of 
the 9th, but it was with great regret we were obliged to 
abandon our Mahometan friends into hands that feemed 
difpofed to (hew them no favour. The king was in Mairiha, 
or Damot, that is to fay, far from Gondar, and various re¬ 
ports were fpread abroad about the fucccfs of the campaign; 
and thefe people only waited for an unfavourable event to 
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make a pretence for robbing our fellow-travellers of every 
thing they had. 

The perfons whofe right it was to levy thefe contribu¬ 
tions were two, a father and fon; the old man was drefled 
very decently, fpoke little, but fmoothly, and had a very 
good carriage. He profefled a violent hatred to all Mahome¬ 
tans, on account of their religion, a fentiment which feem- 
ed to promife nothing favourable to our friend Yafine and 
his companions : bur, in tile evening, the fon, who feemed 
to be the active man, came to our tent, and brought us a 
quantity of bread and bouza, which his father had ordered 
before. He feemed to be much taken with our fire-arms, 
and was very inquifitive about them. I gave him every fort 
of fatisfadlion, and, little by little, faw I might win his heart 
entirely ; which I very much wifhed to do, that I might free 
our companions from bondage. A '*■ 

The young man it feems was a good foldicr; and, ha¬ 
ving been in fevcral actions under Has Michael, as a fufdeer, 
he brought his gun, and infilled on fhooting at marks. I 
humoured him in this ; but as I ufed a rifle, which he did not 
underhand, he found himfelf overmatched, efpecially by the 
greatnefs of the range, for he fliot ftraiglit enough. I then 
ihewed him the manner we fhot flying, there being quails 
in abundance, and wild pigeons, of which 1 killed feveral 
on wing, which left him in the utmoft aflonifliment. Ha¬ 
ving got on horfeba'ck, I next went through the exercife of 
the Arabs, with a long fpear and a fhort javelin. This was 
more within his comprehenfion, as he had feen fomething 
like it; but he was wonderfully taken with the fierce and 
fiery appearance of my horfc, and, at the fame time, with 

his 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


tS 7 

Iiis docility, the form of his faddle, bridle, and accoutre¬ 
ments. He threw at laft the fandals off his feet, twilled 
his upper garment into his girdle, and fet off at fo furious 
a rate, that I could not help doubting whether lie was in 
his fober underftanding. 

It was not long till he came back, and with him a man-fer- 
vant carrying a flieep and a goat, and a woman carrying ajar 
of honey-wine. I had not yet quitted the horfe; and when I 
faw what his intention was, I put Mirza to a gallop, and, 
with one of the barrels of the gun, ihot a pigeon, and im¬ 
mediately fired the other into the ground. There was no¬ 
thing after this that could have furprized him, and it was 
repeated feveral times at his defire; after which he went in¬ 
to the tent, where he invited himfelf to my houfe at Gondar. 
There I was, to teach him every thing he had feen. We now 
fwore perpetual friendfhip; and a horn or two of hvdromcl 
being emptied, I introduced the cafe of our fellow-travel¬ 
lers, and obtained a promife that we ihould have leave to 
fet out together. He would, moreover, take no awide, and 
laid he would be favourable in his report to Gondar. 

‘Matters were fo far advanced, when a fervant of Mi¬ 
chael's arrived, lent by Petros, (Janni’s brother) who had ob¬ 
tained him from Ozoro Either. This put an end to all our 
difficulties. Our young fohlier alfo kept his word, and a 
mere trifle of awide was given, rather by the Moor’s own de¬ 
li rc than from demand, and the report of our baggage, and 
dues thereon, were as low as could be wilhed. Our friend 
likewife fent his own fervant to Gondar with the billet to 
accompany the caravan. But the news brought by bis fer¬ 
vant were ftill better than all this. Ras Michael had adtual- 
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ly beaten Fafil, and forced him to retire to the other fide of 
the Nile, and was then in Maitlha, where it was thought he 
would remain with the army all the rainy feafon. This 
was juft what I could have wiftied, as it brought me at 
once to the neighbourhood of the fources of the Nile, with¬ 
out the fmalleft fhadow of fear or danger. 

On the 9th of February, at feven o’clock, we took leave of 
the friends whom we had fo newly acquired at Lamalmon, 
all of us equally joyful and happy at the news. We began 
to afcend what ftill remained of the mountain,which, though 
fteep and full of bullies, was much lefs difficult than that 
which we had palTed. At a quarter paft feven we arrived 
at the top of Lamalmon, which has, from below, the appear¬ 
ance of being {harp-pointed. On the contrary, we were 
much furprifed to find there a large plain, parr igypaftii^e, 
but more bearing grain. It is full of fprings, and feems to 
be the great refervoir from whence arife moft of the rivers 
that water this part of Abyflinia. A multitude of ftrcams 
ifiue from the very fummit in all directions; the fprings boil 
out from the earth in large quantities, capable of turning a 
mill. They plow, fow, and reap here at all feafons; and 
the hufbandman mull blame his own indolence, and not 
the foil, if he has not three harvefts. We faw, in one place; 
people bufy cutting down wheat; immediately next to it, 
others at the plough; and the adjoining field had green corn 
in the car; a little further, it was not an inch above the: 
ground. 

Lamalmon is on the N. W. part of the mountains of Sa- 
men. That of Gingerohha, with two pointed tops, joins it 
on the north* and ends thefe mountains here, and is fcpara<- 
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ihg the mountain. The province of Woggora begins at 
Macava; it is all plain, and reckoned the granary of Gondar 
011 this fide, although the name would denote no fucb 
thing, for Woggora fignifics the Jlony, or rocky province. 


The mountains of Lafta and Beieflen bound our view to 
the fouth ; the hills of Gondar on the S. W.; and all Wog¬ 
gora lies open before us to the fouth, covered, as 1 have faid 
before, with grain. But the wheat of Woggora is not good, 
owing probably to the height of that province. It makes 
an indifferent bread, rod is much lefs effeemed than that 
of Foggora and Dcmbeu, low, flat provinces, flickered with 
hills, that lie upon the fide of the lake Tzana. 


On the 12th we leftMacara at feven in the morning, ftill 
travelling through the plain of Woggora. At half paft 
feVch ihW r two villages called Erba Tenia, one of them a mile 
dillant, the other half a mile on the N. W. At eight o’clock 
wc came to Woken, live villages not two hundred yards di- 
flant from one another. At a quarter pall eight wc law 
five other villages to the S. W. called Warrar, from one to 
four miles dillant, all between the points of eall and foutn. 
The country now grows inconceivably populous ; vail flocks 
of cattle of all kinds feed on every lide, having large and, 
beautiful horns, exceedingly wide, and boffes upon their 
backs like camels; their colour is niollly black. 


At a quarter pall eight wc palled Arena, a village on our 
left. At nine wc palfed the river Girama, which runs N. 
N. W. and terminates the diffriA of Lamalmon, beginning, 
that of Girain. At ten the church of St George remained: 
on our right, one mile from us ; we croffed a river filled - 

Shimbrat 
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Shimbra Zuggan, and encamped about two hundred yards 
from it. The valley of that name is more broken and un¬ 
even than any part we had met witli fxnce we afeended La- 
malinon. The valley called alfo Sliimbra Zuggan, is two 
miles and a half N. by E. on the top of a hill furrounded 
with trees. Two l'mall brooks, the one from S. S. E. the 
other from S. E. join here, then fall into the rivulet. 

The 13th, at feven in the morning, we proceeded ftiil along 
the plain ; at half pall feven came to Arradara; and after¬ 
wards faw above twenty other villages on our right and left, 
ruined and deftroyedfrom the lowed: foundation by Ras Mi¬ 
chael in his late march to Gondar. At half pad eight the 
church of Mariam was about a hundred vards on our lefr. 

4 

At ten we encamped under Tamamo. The country here is 
full of people; the villages are modly ruined, which, in fomc 
places, they are rebuilding. It is wholly fdVTi^Witu’gi'am 
of different kinds, but more efpecially with wheat. For the 
produ<5tionof this, they have everywhere extirpated the wood, 
and now labour under a great fcarcity of fuel. Since we pair¬ 
ed Lamalmon, the only fubditutc for this was cows and 
mules dung, which they gather, make into cakes, and dry 
in the fun. From Addergey hither, fait is the current 
money, in large purchafes, fuch as fheep or other cattle; 
cohol, and pepper, forfmaller articles, fuch as flour, butter, 
fowls, &c. At Shimbra Zuggan they firft began to inquire 
after red Surat cotton cloth for which they offered us thir¬ 
teen bricks of fait; four peeks of this red cloth are efteem- 
ed the price of a goat. We began to find the price of pro- 
vifions augment in a great proportion as we approached the 
capital. 
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This clay we met feveral caravans going to Tigre, a cer¬ 
tain fign of Michael’s victory; alfo vail flocks of cattle driven 
from the rebellious provinces,-which were to pafturc on La- 
malmon, and had been purchafcd from the army. Not only 
the country was now more cultivated, but the people were 
cleanlier, better drefled, and apparently better fed, than 
thofe in the other parts we had left behind us. Indeed, from 
Shimbra Zuggan hither, there was not a foot, excepting the 
path on which we trode, tiiat was not fown with feme grain 
or other. 

On the 14th, at feven o’clock in the morning, we continu¬ 
ed our journey. At ten minutes pafl feven, we had five vil¬ 
lages of Tamamo three miles on our left; our road was 
through gentle riling hills, all paflurc ground. At half pall 
feven. t.hejj ;1 Hgcof Woggora was three miles on our right; 
and at eight, the church of St George a mile on our left, 
with a village of the fame name near it; and, ten minutes - 
after, Angaba Mariam, a church dedicated to the virgin, fo 
called from the fmall territory Angaba, which we are now 
entering. At fifty minutes pall eight, wc came to five vil¬ 
lages called Angaba, at fmall diflanccs from each other. 
At nine o'clock we came to Koflbguc, and entered a fmall 
diftridt of that name. The church is on a. hill furronnded 
with trees. On our left are five villages all called Koflb- 
gue, and as it were on a line, the farrheft at 3 miles diflance; 
near ten we came to the church of Argifl’ in the midft of 
many ruined villages. Three miles on our left hand are 
feveral others, called Appano. 

After having fufFcred, with infinite patience and perfe- 
vej-ance, the liardfhips and danger of this long and painful 
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journey, at forty minutes paft ten we were gratified, at laft, 
with the fight of Gondar, according to my computation about 
ten miles diftant. The king’s palace (at lead the tower c£ 
it) is diftin&ly feen, but none of the other houfes, which a e 
covered by the multitude of wanzey-trees growing in t he 
town, fo that it appears one thick, black wood. Behind it 
is Azazo, likewifecovered with trees. On a hill is the large 
church of Tccla Haimanout, and the river below it makes 
it diftinguifhable; ftill further on is the great lake Tzana,. 
which terminates our horizon. 

At forty-five minutes paft ten we began to afeend about 
two miles through a broken road, having on our right, in 
the valley below, the river Tchagafla; and here begins the 
territory of that name. At fifty-five minutes paft ten, de- 
feending ftill the hill, we palled a large fpring ofwater, call¬ 
ed Bambola, together with fevcral plantations of fugar-canes 
which grow here from the feed. At eleven o’clock the vil¬ 
lage Tchagafla was about half a mile diftant from us on 
our right, on the other fide of the river. It is inhabited by 
Mahometans, as is Waalia, another fmall one near it. At 
twelve o’clock we pafled the river Tchagafla over a bridge of 
three arches, the middle of which is Gothic, the two lefier 
Roman. This bridge, though fmall, is folid and well ce¬ 
mented, built with ftone by order of Facilidas, w r ho pro¬ 
bably employed thofe of his fubjefts who had retained the 
arts of the Portugucfc, but not their religion. 

The Tchagafla has very ftcep, rocky banks : It is fo deep, 
though narrow, that, without this bridge, it fcarce would 
be pailable. We encamped at a fmall dillancc from it, but 
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Hearer Gondar. Here again we met with trees, (fmall ones 
indeed) but the firft we had fcen fince leaving Lamalmon, 
excepting the ufual groves of cedars. It is the Virginia 
cedar, or oxy-cedros, in this country called Arz y with which 
their churches are conftantly furrounded. 

On the 15th, at ten minutes paft feven, we began to af- 
cend the mountain; and, at twenty minutes after feven, 
palled a village on our left. At feven and three quarters we 
palled Tiba and Mariam, two churches, the one on our right, 
the other on our left, about half a mile diftant; and near 
them feveral fmall villages, inhabited by Falafha, mafons 
and thateners of houfes, employed at Gondar. At half pall 
eight we came to the village Tocutrho, and, in a quarter 
of an hour, palled the river of that name, and in a few mi¬ 
nutes relied on the river Angrab, about half a mile from 
Gondar. 

Tchagassa is the lali of the many little diftritds which, 
together, compofe Woggora, generally undcrltood to be de¬ 
pendent on Samen, though often, from the turbulent Ipirit 
of its chiefs, draggling for independency, as at the prefent 
time, but fure to pay for it immediately after. In fadl, 
though large, it is too near Gondar to be fullered to conti¬ 
nue in rebellion; and, being rich and well cultivated, 
it derives its fupport from the capital, as being the mart of 
its produce. It is certainly one of the fruitfulcd provinces 
in Abyllinia, but the inhabitants arc miferably poor, not- 
withllanding their threefold harveds. Whereas, in Egypt, 
beholden to this country alone for its fertility, one moderate 
harved gives plenty everywhere, 
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Woggora is full of large ants, and prodigious fwarms 
of rats and mice, which confume immenfe quantities of 
grain; to thefe plagues may be added ftill one, the grcatcft of 
them all, bad government, which fpeedily deftroys all the 
advantages they reap from nature, climate, and fituation. 
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C H A F. VIII. 

Reception at Gondar—-Triumphal Entry cf the King—The Author s firjl 

Audience. 

W E were much furprifed at arriving on the Angrab, 
that no perfon had come to us from Petros, Janni’s 
brother. We found afterwards, indeed, that he had taken 
fright upon fome menacing words from the priefts, at hear¬ 
ing a Frank was on his way to Gondar, and that he had, 
foon after, fet out for Ibaba, where the Ras was, to receive 
his directions concerning us. This was the moft difagrecablc 
accident could have happened to me. I had not afmgle perfon 
to whom I could addrefs myfelf for any thing. My letters 
were for the king and Ras Michael, and could be of no ufe, 
as both were abi'ent; and though I had others for Petros and 
jhe Greeks, they, too, were out of town. 
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•I 9 S TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

Many Mahometans came to the Angrab to meet the ca¬ 
ravan. They all knew of my coming perfectly, and I fo n 
explained my fituation. I had Janni’s letters to Negade Ras 
Mahomet, the chief of the Moors at Gondar, and principal 
merchant in Abyilinia, who was abfent likewife with the 
army. But one of his brethren, a fagacious, open-hearted 
man, defired me not to be difcouraged; that, as I had not 
put off my Moorifh drefs, I fhould continue it; that a houfe 
was provided for Mahomet Gibberti, and thofe that were 
with him, and that he would put me immediately into pof- 
feilion of it, where I might flay, free from any intcrcourfe 
with the priefts, till Petros or the Ras fhould return to Gon¬ 
dar. This advice! embraced with great readinefs, as there 
was nothing I was fo much afraid of as an encounter with 
fanatical priefts before I had obtained fome protection from 
government, or the great people in the country. After ha¬ 
ving concerted thefe meafures, I refigned myfelf to the di¬ 
rection of my Moorifh friend Hagi Saleh. 

We moved along the Angrab, having Gondar on our 
right fituated upon a hill, and the river on our left, pro¬ 
ceeding down till its junction with a fmaller ftream, called 
the Kahha, that joins it at the Moorifh town. This fituation, 
near running water, is always chofen by the Mahometans 
on account of their frequent ablutions. The Moorifh town 
at Gondar may confift of about 3000 houfes, fome of them 
fpacious and good. I was put in poffeflion of a very neat 
one, deftined for Mahomet Gibberti. Flour, honey, and 
luch-like food, Mahometans and Chriftians eat promifeu- 
oufly, and fo far I was well fituated. As for flefh, although 
there was abundance of it, I could not touch a bit of it, be¬ 
ing killed by Mahometans, as that communion would have 
2 been 
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been looked upon as equal to a renunciation of Chrirti- 
anity. 

By Janni’s fervanr, who had accompanied us from 
Adowa, his kind and friendly matter had wrote to Ayto 
Aylo, of whom I have already fpoken. He was the con- 
ftant patron of the Greeks, and had been fo alfo of all 
the Catholics who had ventured into this country, and been 
forced after to leave it. Though no man profelled greater ve¬ 
neration for the priefthood, no one privately detefted more 
thofe of his own country than he did; and he always pre¬ 
tended that, if a proper way of going to Jerufalem could be 
found, he would leave his large eftates, and the rank he 
had in Abvflinia, and, with the little money he could mu* 
iler, live the remaining part of his days among the monks, 
of whom he had now accounted himfelf one, in the convent 
of the holy fepulchre. This perhaps was, great part of it, 
imagination; but, as h^ had talked himfelf into a belief 
that he was to end his days cither at Jerufalem, which was 
a pretence, or at Rome, which was his inclination, he will¬ 
ingly took the charge of white people of all communions 
who had hitherto been unhappy enough to dray into Abyf- 
iinia. 

It was about feven o’clock at night, of the 15th, when Hagi 
Saleh was much alarmed by a number of armed men at his 
door; and his furprifewas ftill greater upon feeing Ayto Aylo, 
who, as far as 1 know, was nc\ er in the Moorilh town be¬ 
fore, defeend from his mule, and uncover his head, and' 
Ihoulders, as if he had been approaching a peri’011 of ti e 
firtt diftindtion. I had been reading the prophet I ; .n. ch, 
which Janni had procured me at Adowa ; and V> enuncr’s 

and 
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and Ludolf’s dictionaries were lying upon it. Yafine was 
fitting by me, and was telling me what news he had picked 
up, and he was well acquainted with Ay to Avlo, from fevc- 
ral commiftlons he had received for his merchants in Ara¬ 
bia. A contention of civilities immediately followed. I of¬ 
fered to ftand till Avlo was covered, and he would not fit 
till 1 was feated. This being got over, the firft curiofity 
was, What my books were ? and he was very much aftonifh- 
ed at feeing one of them was Abyflinian, and the European 
helps that I had towards underftanding it. He underftood 
Tigre and Amharic perfc&ly, and had a little knowledge of 
Arabic, that is, he underflood it when fpoken, for he could 
neither read nor write it, and fpoke it very ill, being at a 
lofs for words. 

The beginning of our difeourfe was in Arabic, and cm- 
barrafTed enough, but we had plenty of interpreters in all 
languages. The firft bafhfulnefs being removed on both 
fides, our converfation began in Tigre, now, lately fince 
Michael had become Ras, the language moll ufed in Gon- 
dar. Aylo was exceedingly aflonifhed at hearing me fpeak 
the language as 1 did, and faid after, “ The Greeks are poor 
creatures ; Peter docs not fpeak Tigre fo well as this man.” 
Then, very frequently, to Saleh and the by-flanders, “Come, 
come, he'll do, if he can fpeak; there is no fear of him, he’ll 
Slake his way.” 

He told us that'Welled Hawaryat had come from the 
camp ill of a fever, and that they were afraid it was the 
fmall pox: that Janni had informed them I had faved many 
young people’s lives at Adowa, by a new manner of treat¬ 
ing them; and that the Iteglie ddired I would conic the 
4 next 
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next morning, and that he fhouid carry me to Kofcam and 
introduce me to her. I told him that I was ready to be di- 
rc&ed by his good advice; that the abfence of the Greeks, 
and Mahomet Gibberti at the fame time, had very much 
diftrefled me, and cfpecially the apprehenfions of Petros. 
He faid, finding. That neither Petros nor himfelf were bad 
men, but that unfortunately they were great cowards, and 
things were not always fo bad as they apprehended. What 
had frightened Petros, was a convcrfation of Abba Salama, 
whom they met at Kofcam, expreffing his difplcafure w;th 
fome warmth, that a Frank, meaning me, was permitted to 
come to Gondar. “ But,” fays Ayto Aylo, “ we (hall hear to¬ 
morrow, or next day. Ras Michael and Abba Salama, are 
not friends ; and if you could do any good to Welled Ha- 
waryat his fon, I fliall anfwer for h, one word of his will 
Hop the mouths of a hundred Abba Salamas. 1 will not 
trouble the reader with much indifferent convcrfation that 
palled. He drank capillaire and water, and fat till pail mid¬ 
night. 

Abba Salama, of whom we fliall often fpeak, at that time 
filled the pofl of Acab Saat, or guardian of the fire. It is 
die third dignity of the church, and he is the firll religious 
oflicer in the palace. He had a very large revenue, and ilill 
a greater influence. He was a man exceedingly rich, and 
of the very worft life pollible; though he had taken the 
vows of poverty and chaility, it was faid he had at that* 
time above feveticy miflrefles in Gondar. His way of fc- 
ducing women was as extraordinary as the number l'cdu- 
ced. It was not by gifts, attendance, or flattery, the ufual 
means employed oil iuch occafions ; when he had fixed his 
defires upon a woman, he forced her to comply, under pern 
Vol. HI. C c of 
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of excommunication. He was exceedingly eloquent and bold,, 
a great favourite of the Itcghe’s, till taken in to be a 
counfcllor with Lubo and Brullie. He had been very Jn- 
ftrumcntal in the murder of Kafmati Eflitk, of which he 
vaunted, even in the palace of the queen his lifter. He was 
a man of a pica ting countenance, Ihort, and of a very fair 
complexion; indifferent, or rather avcife to. wine, but a 
monftrous glutton, nice in what he had to eat, to a degree 
fcarccly before known in Abyflinia; a mortal enemy to all 
wfcite people, whom he claffcd under the name of Franks, 
for which the Greeks, uniting their intcrefts at favourable 
times, had often very nearly overfet him.. 

The next morning, about ten o’clock, taking Hagi Saleh; 
and tafine with me, and dreffed in my Moorilh drefs, I 
went to Ayto Aylo, and found him. with feveral great plates* 
of bread, melted butter, and honey, before him, of one of, 
which he and I ate; the reft were given to the Moors, and; 
other people prefent. There was with him a prieft of Kof- 
cam, and wc all fet out for that palace as foon as we had fi- 
niflied breakfaft. The reft of the company were on mules. I 
had mounted my own favourite horfe. Aylo, before his 
fright at Sennaar, was one of the firft horfemcn in Abyfti- 
nia; he was lhorr, of a good figure, and knew the advantage 
of fuch make for a horfeman; he had therefore a curioftty 
to fee a tall man ride ; but he was an abfolute ftranger to 
’ the great advantage of Moorilh furniture, bridle, fpurs, and 
ftirraps, in the management of a violent, ftrong, high-met¬ 
tled horfe; it was with the utmoft fatisfa&ion, when we 
arrived in the plain called Aylo Mcydan, that I fhewed him 
the different paces of the horfe. He cried out with fear 

when 
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when he faw him Hand upright upon his legs, and jump 
forward, or afide, with all four feet off the ground. 

"We paffed the brook of St Raphael, a fuburb of Gondar, 
where is the houfe of the Abuna; and upon coming in light 
of the palace of Kofcam, we all uncovered our heads, and rode 
(lowly. As Aylo was all-powerful with the Iteghe, indeed 
her firlt counfellor and friend, our admittance was cafy and 
immediate. We alighted, and were Ihewn into a low room in 
the palace. Ayto Aylo went immediately to the queen to 
inquire about Welied Hawaryat, and his audience laded 
two long hours. He returned to us with thefe news, that 
Welled Hawaryat was much better, by a medicine a faint 
from Waldubba had given him, which confided in fome 
characters written with common ink upon a tin plate, which 
characters were walked off by a medicinal liquor, and then 
given him to drink. It was agreed, however, that the com¬ 
plaint was the fmail-pox, and the good it had done him 
was, he had ate heartily of brind, or raw beef after it, tho’ 
he had not ate before lince his arrival, but calfed perpetually 
for drink. Aylo faid lie was to remain at Kofcam till towards 
evening, and delired me to meet him at his own houfe 
when it turned dark, and to bring Petros with me, if he was 
returned. 

Petros was returned when I arrived, and waited for me 
at Hagi Saleh’s houfe. Although he (hewed all the figns of 
my being welcome, yet it was cafy to read in his countenance 
he had not fuccecded according to his wifli in his interview 
with Michael, or that he had met fomething that had ruffled 
and frightened him anew. And, indeed, this laft was the 
cafe, for going to the Ras’s tent, he had feen the Huffed Ikin 
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of the ■unfortunate Woofheka, with whom he was well ac¬ 
quainted, Twinging upon a tree, and drying in the wind. 
He was fo terrified, and ftruckwith fuch horror, at the fight, 
that he was in a kind of hyfteric fit, cried, llarted, laugmd 
hideoufiy, and Teemed as if he had in part loll his fenfes. 

I was fatisfied by the ftate I faw him in, though he had 
left Ibaba three days, that, as the firlt fight of Woofhcka’s 
Ruffed {kin muft have been immediately before he went to 
the Ras, he could not have had any diflindt or particular 
converfation with him on my account; and it turned out 
after, that he had not fpoken one word upon the fubjcdl 
from fear, but had gone to the tent of Negade Ras Maho¬ 
met, who carried him to Kefla Yafous ; that they, too, fee¬ 
ing the fright he was in, and knowing the caufe, had gone 
without him to the Ras, and told him of my arrival, and of 
the behaviour of Abba Saiama, and my fear thereupon, 
and that I was then in the houfe of Hagi Saleh, in the 
Moorifh towi^ The Ras’s anfwer was, “Abba Saiama is an 
afs, and they that fear him arc worfe. Do I command in 
Gondar only when I flay there ? My dog is of more confc- 
quence in Gondar than Abba Saiama.” And then, after 
paufing a little, he faid, “ Let Yagoubc flay where he is in 
the Moors town: Saleh will let no pricfls trouble hint 
there.” Negade Ras Mahomet laughed, and faid, “ Wc 
•will anfwer for that;” and Petros fet out immediately upon 
his return, haunted night and day with the ghoft.of his 
friend Woofheka, but without having feen kas Michael. 

I thought, when we went at night to Ayto Aylo, and Pe¬ 
tros had told the ftory diftindly, that Aylo and he &cre equal- 
Jy afraid, for he had not, or pretended he had not, till then 

1 heard 
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heard that Wooflieka had been flayed alive. Aylo, too, was 
well acquainted with the unfortunate perfon, and only faid, 
“JThis is Efther, this is Ellher; nobody knew her but 1.” 
jmn they went on to inquire particulars, and after, they 
would flop one another, and defire each other to fpeak no 
more; then they cried again, and fell into the fame convcr- 
fation. It was impoflible not to laugh at the ridiculous 
dialogue. “ Sirs,” faid I, “ you have told me all I want; I 
lhall not ftir from the Moors town till Ras Michael arrives; 
if there was any need of advice, you are neither of you ca¬ 
pable of giving it; now I would wifli you would Ihcw me 
you are capable of taking mine. You are both extremely agi¬ 
tated, and Petei; is very tired ; and will befides fee the ghofl 
of Wooflieka fliaking to and fro all night with the wind : 
neither of you ate fupper, as 1 in tend to do; and I 
think Peter fliould flay here all night, but you fliould not 
lie both of you in the fame room, where Woolheka’s black 
flein, fo ftrongly imprefled on your mind, will not fail to 
keep you talking all night in place of fleeping. Jioil about 
a quart of gruel, 1 will put a few drops into it; go then to 
bed, and this unufual operation of Michael will not have 
power to keep you awake.” 

The gruel was made, and a good large doze of lauda¬ 
num put into it. I took my leave, and returned with Saleh;, 
but before 1 went to the door Aylo told me he had forgot 
Welled Hawaryar was very had, and the lteglie, Ozoro Aiv 
tafli, his wife, and O/oro Ed he tleiired 1 would come and 
fee him to-morrow. One of his daughters, by Ozoie Aitafli, 
had been ill feme time before his arrival, and flic too was 
thought in great danger. “ Look,” laid I, “ Ay to Avlo, the 
fmalLpox is a difeale that will have its courfe ; and, during 

die 
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the long time the patient is under it, if people feed them 
and treat them according to their own ignorant prejudices, 
my feeing him, or adviling him, is in vain. This mornmg 
you faid a man had cured him by writing upon a tin pi™ ; 
and to try if he was well, they crammed him with raw beef, 
I do not think the letters that he fwallowed will do l im 
any harm, neither will they do him any good; but 1 lhall 
not be lurprifed if the raw beef kills him, and his daughter 
Welleta Selafle, too, before 1 fee him to-morrow.” 

On the morrow Petros was really taken ill, and feverilh, 
from a cold and fatigue, and fright. Aylo and 1 went to 
Kolcam, and, for a frelh amufement to hiry, I fhewed him 
the manner in which the Arabs ufe their firelocks on horfe- 
back; but with this advantage of a double-barrelled gun, 
which he had never before feen. I Ihot alfo l'evcral birds 
from the horfc; all which things he would have pronoun¬ 
ced impollible if they had been only told him. He arrived 
at Kofcam full of wonder, and ready to believe I was capa¬ 
ble of doing every thing I undertook. 

We were juft entering into the palace-door, when we faw 
a large proceflion of monks, with the priefts of Kofcam at 
their head, a large crofs and a picture carried with them, 
the laft in a very dirty, gilt frame. Aylo turned afide when 
he faw thefe; and,going into the chamberlain’s apartment, 
called Ayto Heikel, afterwards a great friend and compa¬ 
nion of mine. He informed us, that three great faints from 
Waldubba , one of whom had neither ate nor drank for 
twenty years of his life, had promifed to come and cure 
Welled Hawaryat, by laying a picture of the Virgin Mary 
and the crofs upon him, and therefore they would not wifh 
2 me 
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me to be feen, or meddle in the affair. “ I affurc you, Ayto 
Aylo,” faid I, “ l fhall ItriCtly obey you. There is no fort of 
r<aibn for my meddling in this affair with l'uch affociatcs. 
If they can cure him by a miracle, I am fure it is the eafieft 
kind of cure of any, and will not do his conftitution the leuft 
harm afterwards, which is more than 1 will promife for me¬ 
dicines in general; but,remember what I fay to you, it will, 
indeed, be a miracle, if both the father and the daughter are 
not dead before to-morrow night.” Wc feemed all of us 
fatisfied in one point, that it was better he fhould die, than* 
I come to trouble by interfering. 

After the proceffionwas gone, Aylo went*to thelteghe, 
and; 1 fuppofe, told her all that happened fmee he had feen 
her laff I was called in, and, as mind, proilrated myfelf 
upon the ground. She received that token of lel'pect with¬ 
out offering to excufe or to dcclineit. Aylo then faid, “ i his 
is our gracious miftrefs, who always gives us her affltance 
and protection. You may fafclv fay before her whatever is 
in your heart.” 

Our firft difeourfe was about Jerufalem. the Holy Sepul¬ 
chre, Calvary, the City of David, and the Mountain of Olives, 
with the fituations of which fhe was perfectly well acquaint¬ 
ed. She then alked me to tell her truly if I was not a Frank ? 
“Madam,” faid I, “If I was a Catholic, which you-mean by 
Frank, there could be no greater folly tHkn my concealing 
this from you in the beginning, after the affurance Ayto 
Aylo has juft now given; and, in confirmation of the truth 
t; am now telling, (fhe had a large bibh lying on the table 
before her, upon which 1 laid my hand), I declare to you, by 

all thofe truths contained in this book, that my religion is 

more 
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more different from the Catholic religion than your’s is: 
that there has been more blood £hed between the Catholics 
and ns, on account of the difference of religion, than eycr 
was between you and the Catholics in this country; even at 
this day, when men are become wifer and cooler in many 
parts of the world, it would be full as fafe for a Jefuit to 
preach in the market-place of Gondar, as for any prieft of 
my religion to prefent himfclf as a teacher in the molt civi¬ 
lized of Frank or Catholic countries. 4 ’—“ How is it then,” 
fays fhe, 44 that you don’t believe in miracles ?” 

44 1 fee, Madam,” faid I, 44 Ay to Aylo has informed you of 
a few words that fome time ago dropt from me. I do cer¬ 
tainly believe the miracles of Chrift and his apoftles, other- 
wife I am no Chriftian; but I do not believe thefe miracles 
of latter times, wrought upon trifling occafions, like fports, 
and jugglers tricks.”— 44 And yet,” fays fhe, 44 our books are 
full of them.”— 44 1 know they are,” faid 1, 44 and fo arc thofc 
of the Catholics: but I never can believe that a faint con¬ 
verted the devil, who lived, forty years after, a holy life as 
a monk ; nor the ftory of another faint, who, being fick and 
hungry, caufed a brace of partridges, ready-roallcd, to fly 
upon his plate that he might eat them.”— 44 He has been 
reading the Synaxar,” fays Ayto Aylo. 44 I believe fo,” fays 
fhe, fmiling; 44 but is there any harm in believing too much, 
and is not there great danger in believing too little?— 44 Cer¬ 
tainly,” continued; 44 but what I meant to fay to Ayto Aylo 
was, that 1 did not believe laying a pi&ure upon Welled 
Hawaryat would recover him when delirious in a fever.” 
She anfwered, 44 There was nothing impoflible with God.” 
I made a bow of ailent, wifhing heartily the converfation 
might end there. 


I RETURNED 
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I returned to tlic Moors town, leaving Aylo with the 
queen. In the afternoon I heard Wclleta Selafle was dead; 
and at night died her father. Welled IIawaryat. The con¬ 
tagion from Mafuah and Adowa had fpread itfclf all over 
Gondar. Ozoro Ayabdar, daughter of Ozoro Altafh, was 
now lick, and a violent fever had fallen upon Kol'cam. The 
next morning Aylo came tr. me and told me, the faith in 
the faint who did not eat or drink for twenty years was 
perfectly abandoned fince Welled Hawarvat’s deaili: That 
it was the defire of the queen, and Ozoro Either, that I fhould 
tranfport myfelf to Kol'cam to the Ireghe’s palace, where 
all their children and grandchildren, by the different men 
the queen’s daughters had married, were under her care. 
I told him, “ I had fome difficulty to obey them, from the 
pofitive orders I had received from Petros to ftav in the 
Moors town with Hagi Saleh till the kas fhould arrive; that 
Kofcam was full of priefls, and Abba Salama there every¬ 
day; notwithflanding which, if Petros and hefoadvifed me, 
I would certainly go to do any poffiblc fervicc to the Itcghe, 
or Ozoro Either.” 

He defired half an hour’s abfence before he gave me an 
anfwer, but did not return till about three hours after¬ 
wards, and, without alighting, cried out at fome didance, 
“ Aya,come, you mud go immediately.” “I told him, that new 
and clean clothes in the Gondar fafhion had been procured 
for me by Petros, and that I wiffied they might be fent to 
his houfe, where I would put them on, and then go to Kof¬ 
cam, with a certainty that I carried no infection with me, 
for I had attended a number of Moorilh children, while at 
Hagi Saleh’s houle, moll of whom happily went on doing 
well, but that there was no doubt there would be infection 
Vol. III. d i*~ 
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in my clothes.” He praifed me up to the flues for this pre¬ 
caution, and the whole was executed in the manner propo¬ 
sed. My hair was cut round, curled, and perfumed, in the 
Amliarie fafhion, and I was thenceforward, in all outward 
appearance, a perfect Abyllinian. 

My firft advice, when arrived at Kofcam, was, that Ozoro 
Eflhcr, and her fon by Mariam Barea, and a fon by Ras Mi¬ 
chael, fliould remove from the palace, and take up their 
lodging in a houfe formerly belonging to her uncle Bafha 
Eufebius, and give the part of the family that were yet well 
a chance of cfcaping the difeafe. Her young fon by Ma¬ 
riam Barea, however, complaining, the Iteghc would nor 
fuffer him to remove, and the refolution was taken to abide * 
the iffue all in the palace together. 

Before I entered upon my charge, I defired Petros (now 
recovered) Aylo, Abba Chriflophorus, a Greek priclt who ac¬ 
ted as phylician before I came to Gondar, and Armaxikos 
priefl of Kofcam, and favourite of the Iteghe, to be all prc- 
fent. 1 flared to them the difagrccablc tafk now impofed 
upon me. a flrangcr without acquaintance or protection, ha¬ 
ving the language but imperfectly, and without power or 
cortroul among them. I profeJdcd my intention of doing 
my utmoft, although the difeafe was much more ferious and 
fatal in this country than in mine, but 1 infilled one condi¬ 
tion fliould be granted me, which was, that no directions as 
to regimen or management, even of the molt trifling kind, 
as they might think, fliould be fuffered, without my permif- 
fxon and fuperintcndence,othcrwifeI wafhedmyhandsof the 
confcqucncc, which I told before them would be fatal. They 
all aflented to this, and Armaxikos declared thofe excommu¬ 
nicated 
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nicatcd that broke this promifc; and I faw that, the more 
fcrupulous and particular I was, the more the confidence of 
the ladies increafed. Armaxikos promifed me the afliftancc 
of his prayers, and thofe of the whole monks, morning and 
evening ; and Aylo faid lowly to me, “ You’ll have no ob¬ 
jection to this faint, 1 allure you he eats and drinks heartily, 
as I lhall Ihcw you when once thefc troubles are over.” 

I set the fervants all to work. There were apartments 
enough. I opened all the doors and windows, fumigating 
them with inccnfe and myrrh, in abundance, waflied them 
with warm water and vinegar, and adhered Itridtly to the 
rules which my worthy and Jkilful friend Do&or RuiTel had 
given me at Aleppo. 

The common and fatal regimen in this country, and in 
moll parts in the eaft, has been to keep their patient from 
feeling the fmalleft breath of air; hot drink, a fire, and a 
quantity, of covering arc added in Abyflinia, and the doors 
lhut fo clofe as even to keep the room in darknefs, whilft 
this heat is further augmented by the conltant burning of 
candles. 

Ayabdar, Ozoro Altalh’s remaining daughter, and the 
fon of Mariam Barca, were both taken ill at the fame time, 
and happily recovered. A daughter of Raimati Boro, by a 
daughter of Kafmati Kfhtes, died, and her mother, though 
lhe furvived, was a long time ill afterwards. Ayabdar was 
very much marked, fo was Mariam Barca’s fon. 

At this time, Ayro Confu, fon of Kafmati Nctcho by 
Ozoro Either, had arrived from Tclicrkin, a lad of very 

D d 2 great 
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great hopes, though not then fourteen. He came to fee his. 
mother without my knowledge or her’s, and was infeCted 
likewife. Laft of all the infant child of Michael, the child 
of his old age, took the difeafe, and though the weakeflj of 
all the children, recovered bell. I tell thefc actions for bre¬ 
vity’s fake altogether, not dire&ly in the order they hap¬ 
pened, to fatisfy the reader about the reafon of the remark¬ 
able attention and favour ftiewed to me afterwards upon, 
fo fhort an acquaintance.. 

The fear and anxiety of Ozoro Eflhcr, upon fmallcrocca- 
ftons, was exceflive, and fully in proportion in the great¬ 
er that now exifted ; many promifes of Michael’s fa¬ 
vour, of riches, greatnefs, and protection, followed every in- 
ftance of my care and attention towards my patients. She 
did not cat or Ueep herfelf; and the ends of her fingers 
were all broke out into puftules, from touching the fcveral 
ftek perfons. Confu, the favourite of all the queen’s rela¬ 
tions, and the hopes of their family, had fymptoms which 
all feared would be fatal, as he had violent convulfions, 
which were looked upon as forerunners of immediate death; 
they ceafed, however, immediately on the eruption. The 
attention I fhewed to this young man, which was more 
than overpaid by the return he himfelf made on many oc- 
cafions afterwards, was greatly owing to a prepofieffion in 
his favour, which I took upon his firfl appearance. Policy, 
as may be imagined, as well as charity, alike influenced 
me in the care of my other patients; but an attachment, 
which providence feemed to have infpired me with for my 
own prefervation, had the greatefl: fliarc in my care for Ay- 
to Confu. 


Though- 
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Though it is not the place, 1 mud not forget to tell the 
reader, tiiat, the third day after 1 had come to Kofeam, a 
horfenian and a letter had arrived from Michael to Hagi 
Saleh, ordering him to carry me to Kofeam, and likewife a 
fbort letter written to me by Negade Ras Mahomet, in Arabic, 
as from Ras Michael, very civil, but containing pofitive or¬ 
ders and command , as if to a fervant, that I fliould repair to 
the lteghe’s palace, and not ftir from thence till future or¬ 
ders, upon any pretence whatever- 

I cannot fay but this pofitive, peremptory dealing, did* 
very much fhock and difpleafe me. I fliewed the letter to 
Petros, who approved of it much; faid he was glad to fee 
it in that ilile, as it was a fign the Ras was in earnell. I 
lliewed it to Ay to Aylo, who faid not much to it ei ‘her the one 
way or the other, only he was glad that 1 had gone to Kof¬ 
eam before it came ; but he taxed Oxoro Eflher with being 
thccaufe of a proceeding which might ha rr e been proper to 
a Greek or flave, but was not fo to a free man like me, who 
came recommended to their protection, and had, as yet, re¬ 
ceived no favour, or even civility. Oxoro Either laughed 
heartily at all this, for the firfl time flic had lhewn any in¬ 
clination to mirth ; flic confcfied flic had font a meflenger 
every day, fometimes two, and fometimes three, ever fince 
Welled Hawaryat had died, and by every one of them fhe 
had prefled the Ras to enjoin me not to leave Kofeam, the 
confcquencc of which was the order above mentioned; 
and, in the evening, there was a letter to Petros from An- 
thule, Janni’s fon-in-law, a Greek, and treafurer to the 
king, pretty much to the fame purpofc as the firfi, and in 
no foftcr terms, with direction, however, to furnifli me 
with every thing 1 fliould w r ant, on the king’s account. 


Oki 
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One morning Aylo, in prefence of the queen, fpeaking 
to Ozoro Either of the Hile of the Ras’s letter to me, Hie 
confcfTcd her own anxiety was the caufe, but added, “ You 
have often upbraided me with being, what you call, an un- 
chrillian enemy, in the advices you fuppofe I frequently 
give Michael; but now, if I am not as good a friend to Ya- 
goube, who has faved my children, as I am a Heady enemy 
to the Galla, who murdered my hulband, fay then Either is 
not a ChriHian, and I forgive you.” Many converfations of 
this kind palled between her and me, during the illnefs of 
Ay to Confu. I removed my bed to the outer door of Confu’s 
chamber, to be ready whenever he fliould call, but his mo¬ 
ther’s anxiety kept her awake in his room all night, and 
propriety did not permit 111c to go to bed. From this fre¬ 
quent communication began a fricndfhip between Ozoro 
Either and me, which ever after 1 'nbliHcd without any inter¬ 
ruption. 

Our patients, being all likely to do well, were removed 
to a large houfe of Kafmati Elhte, which ltood Hill within 
the boundaries of Kofcam, while the rooms underwent an¬ 
other luflration and fumigation, after which they all re¬ 
turned ; and I got, as my fee, a prefent of the neat and con¬ 
venient houfe formerly belonging to Balha Eufcbius, which 
had a feparate entry, without going through the palace. 
Still I thought it better to obey Ras Michael’s orders to the 
letter, and not flir out of Kofcam, not even to Hagi Saleh’s 
or Ayto Aylo’s, though both of them frequently endeavour¬ 
ed to perfuadc me that the order had no fuch Hri< 5 ! mean¬ 
ing. But my folitude was in no way difagrccable to me. I 
had a great deal to do. I mounted my inHruments, my 
thermometer and barometer, tdefeopes and quadrant. 

a Again 
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Again all was wonder. It occalioned me many idl» hours 
before the curiofity of the palace was fatisfied. I taw the 
queen once every day at her levee, fometimes in the t\cu¬ 
ing, where many priefts were always prefent. I was, for 
the moll part, twice a-dav, morning and evening, with O/.o- 
ro Either, where I feldom met with any. 

One day, when I went early to the queen, that I m'ght 
get away in time, having Ionic other engagements about 
noon, juft as I was taking my leave, in came Abba .Salama. 
At firft lie did not know me from the ehange of dreis ; but, 
foon after recollecting me, he laid, as it were, palling, “ Are 
you here ? I thought you was with Ras Michael.” 1 made 
him no anfwer, but bowed, and took my leave, vhen he 
called out, with an air of authority, Come back, and beckon¬ 
ed me with his hand. 

Several people entered the room at that inftanr, and I 
Hood ftill in the fame place where I was, ready to receive 
the I teghe’s orders: Ihe faid, “Conic back, and ipeak to 
Abba Salama.” I then advanced a few paces forward, and 
faid, looking to the lreghe, “ What has Abba Salama to 
fay to me?” He began directing h is difeourfe to the queen, 
“Isheaprieft? Is he a priell?” The Itcghe anfwered very 
gravely, “Ever)' good man is a priell tohimfelf; in that lcnfc, 
and no other, Yagoube is a priell.”—“Will you anfwer a que- 
ftion that I will aik you r” fays he to me, with a very pert 
tone of voice. “ 1 do not know but 1 may, if it is a difcrcet 
one,” faid 1 , in Tigre. “ Why don't you fpcak Amharie ?” 
fays he me in great hafte, or feemingimpatience. “ Be¬ 
au fc I .i.'inot fpetk it well,” laid i. “ Why don’t you, on 
ether hand, ipeak Tigre to me? it is the l.u*£ age 

the 
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the holy feriptures arc written in, and you, a pried, fliould 
underhand it."—■“ That is Geez,” fays he ; “ I underhand it, 
though I don’t fpcak it.”—■“ Then,” replied I, “ Ayto Hcikel,” 
the queen’s chamberlain, who hood behind me, “ fliall in¬ 
terpret for us ; he underhands all languages.” 

“ Ask him, Heikel,” fays he, “ how many Natures there 
arc in Chriil.” Which being repeated to me, I faid, “ I 
thought the quehion to be put was fomething relating to 
my country, travels, or profeflion, in which I poflibly could 
inltriicT him ; and not belonging to his, in which he fhould 
inhrudt me. I am a phyfician in the town, a horfeman and 
foldier in the held. Phvhc is my hudy in the one, and ma¬ 
naging my horfe and arms in the other. This I was bred 
to; as for dilputes and matters of religion, they are the 
province of prichs and fchoolmcn. I profefs myfelf much 
more ignorant in thefe than 1 ought to be. Therefore, when 
I have doubts 1 propofe them to fomc holy man like you, 
Abba Salama, (he bowed for the hrh time) whofc profclfion 
thefe things are. He gives me a rule and I implicitly fol¬ 
low it.” “ Truth! truth!” fays he; “ by St Michael, prince 
of angels, that is right; it is anfwcred well; by St George f 
he is a clever fellow. They told me he was a Jcfuit. Will 
you come to fee me ? Will you come to fee me ? You need 
not be afraid when you come to me" “ I truh,” faid I, bow¬ 
ing, “ I fhall do no ill, in that cafe fliall have no rcafon to 
fear.” Upon this 1 withdrew from among the crowd, and 
went away, as an exprefs- then arrived from Ras Michael. 

It was on the 8th or 9th of March I met him at Azazo. 
He was drefled in a coarfc dirty cloth, wrapt about him like 
£ .blanket, and another like a table-cloth folded about his 

4 head: 
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head: He was lean, old, and apparently much fatigued; fat 
{looping upon an excellent mule, that carried him fpeedily 
without {haking him; he had alfo fore eyes. As we faw 
the place where he was to light by four crofs lances, and a 
cloth thrown over them like a temporary tent, upon an 
eminence, we did not fpeak to him till he alighted. Petros 
and the Greek prieft, befides fervants, were the <yily people 
with me, Francis * had joined us upon our meeting the 
Ras. 

We alighted at the fame time he did, and afterwards, 
with anxiety enough we deputed the Greek prieft, who was 
a friend of Michael, to tell him who 1 was, and that I was 
come to meet him. The foldiers made way, and 1 came up, 
took him by the hand, and killed it. T le looked me broad 
in the face for a fecond, repeated the ordinary falntation in 
Tigrc. “ How do you do ? I hope you are well f’ and pointed 
to a place where I was to fit down. A thoufa id complaints, 
and a rhoufand orders came immediately before him, from 
a thoufand mouths, and we were nearly fmothered; but he 
took no notice of me, nor did lie alk for one of his family. 
In fome minutes after ramc the king,'who palled at lbme 
diftancc to the left of him ; and Michael was then led out 
of the flicker of his tent to the door, where he was fupport- 
ed on foot till the king palled by, having ftrll pulled oil'the 
towel that was upon his head, afrer which lie returned to 
his feat in the tent again. 

Vol. III. E e The 


* A man much attached to Michael, and had been preferred by him to m..nv commands* 
and confequcntly was. the only Creek that could be called •< j;jod A ldi.r. 
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The king had been pall about a quarter of a mile, when 
Kefla Yafous came from him with orders to the Ras, or ra¬ 
ther, as I believe, to receive orders from him. He brought 
with him a young nobleman, Ayto Engedan, who, by his 
drefs, having his upper garment twilled in a particular 
manner about his wailt, lhcwed that lie was carrier of a 
lpecial menage from the king. The crowd by this time 
had fhut us quite out, and made a circle round the Ras, in 
which we were not included. We were upon the point of 
going away, when Kefla Yafous, who had fecn Francis, laid 
to him, “ 1 think Engedan has the king’s command for you, 
you mult not depart without leave.” And, foon after, we 
underftood that the king’s orders were to obtain leave from 
the Ras, to bring me, with Engedan, near, and in fight of 
him, without letting me know, or introducing me to him. 
In anfwer to this, the Ras had faid, “ I dont know him; 
will people like him think this right ? Aik Petros ; or why 
fliould not the king call upon him and fpeak to him ; he 
has letters to him as well as to me, and he will be obliged to 
fee him to-morrow.” 

Engedan went away on a gallop to join the king, and we 
proceeded after him, nor did we receive any other mefiTage 
either from the king or the Ras. We returned to Kofeam, 
very little pleafed with the reception we had met with. All 
the town was in a hurry and confulion; 30,000 men were 
encamped upon the Kahha; and the firll horrid fcenc Mi¬ 
chael exhibited there, was caufing the eyes of twelve of the 
chiefs of the Galla, whom he had taken prifoners, to be 
pulled out, and the unfortunate full’ercrs turned out to the 
fields, to be devoured at night by the hyaena. Two of tliefe 
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I took under my care, who both recovered, and from them 
1 learned many particulars of their country and manners. 

The next day, which was the 10th, the army marched in¬ 
to the town in triumph, and the Ras at the head of the 
troops of Tigre. He was bareheaded; over his fhoulders, 
and down to his back, hung a pallium, or cloak, of black 
velvet, with a filver fringe. A boy, by his right Rirrup, held 
a filver wand of about five feet and a half long, much like 
the (laves of our great officers at court. Behind him all the 
foldiers, who had flain an enemy and taken the fpoils from 
them, had their lances and firelocks ornamented with fmall 
fhreds of fcarlct cloth, one piece for every man he had 
flain. 

Remarkable among all this multitude was Hagos, door¬ 
keeper of the Ras, whom we have mentioned in the war of 
Begemder. This man, always well-armed and well-mount¬ 
ed, had followed the wars of the Ras from his infancy, and 
had been fo fortunate in this kind of Angle combat, that his 
whole lance and javelin, liorfe and perfon, were covered over 
with the flireds of fcarlct cloth. At this laft battle of Fagitta, 
Hagos is faid to have flain eleven men with his own hand. 
Indeed there is nothing more fallacious than judging of a 
man’s courage by thefe marks of conquefts. A good horfe- 
man, armed with a coat of mail, upon a ftrong, well-fed, 
well-winded liorfe, may, after a defeat, kill as many of thefe 
wretched, weary, naked fugitives, as he pleafes, confining 
himfelf to thole that are weakly, mounted upon tired liorlcs, 
and covered only with goat’s-fkins, or that are flying on 
foot. 
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Behind came Gulho of Amhara, and Powuflen, lately 
mad: governor of Begemder for his behaviour at the battle 
of Fagitta, where, as I have faid, he purfued Fafil and his 
army for two days. The Ras had given him alfo a farther 
reward, his grand-daughter Ayabdar, lately recovered from 
the fmall-pox, and the only one of my patients that, neither 
by herfelf, her mother, nor her hufband, ever made me the 
Icaft return. Powuflen was one of the twelve officers who, 
after being delivered to Lubo by the Galla, together with 
Mariam Barca, had fled to Michael’s tent, and were protec- 
:ed by him. 

One thing remarkable in this cavalcade, which Iobferved, 
ras the head-drefs of the governors of provinces. A large 
>road fillet was bound upon their forehead, and tied bo¬ 
und their head. In the middle of this was a horn, or a 
xmical piece offilver, gilt, about four inches long, much in 
.he fhape or our common candle cxtinguillicrs. 1 his is 
called hm, or horn, and is only worn in reviews or parades 
after victory. This 1 apprehend, like all other of their ulager-, 
is taken from the Hebrews, and the fevcral alluflons made 
in feripture to it arile from this practice:—■“ I laid unto 
fools, Deal not foolilhly ; and to the wicked, Lift not up the 
horn—“ Lift not up your horn on high ; lpcak not with a 
iVifT neck 5 ”—“ For promotion cometh,” &c.—“ But my horn 
flialt thou exalt like the horn of an unicorn”—“ And the 

horn. 


* The crooked manner in which they hold their neck when this ornament is on theit fore¬ 
head, for fear it (hould full forward, perfectly fhews the meaning of {peaking with adiffccck 
when you hnt.l the horn on hi b h, or emit like the horn of the unicorn. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


* 

221 

horn of the righteous fhallbe exalted with honour.’' And 
fo in many other places throughout the Pfalms. 

Next to thefe came the king, with a fillet of white muflia 
about three inches broad, binding his forehead, tied with 
a large double knot behind, and hanging down about two 
feet on his back. About him were the great officers of 
Hate, fuch of the young nobility as were without command ; 
and after thefe, the houfehold troops. 

Then followed the Kanitz Kitzera, or executioner of the 
camp, and his attendants ; and, laft of all, amidfi the King's 
and the Ras’s baggage, came a man bearing the fluffed 
fkin of the unfortunate Woofheka upon a pole, which he 
hung upon a branch of the tree before the king’e palace 
appropriated for public executions. 

Upon their arrival at Gondar, all the great men had 
waited both upon the Ras and the King. Aylo had been 
with them, and Ozoro Efthcr was removed to Gondar; but, 
by my advice, had left the child at Kofcam. * Her foil Con- 
fu, though recovered of the fmall-pox, had evident figns of 
a dyfentery, and took no care of himfelf in point of regimen,, 
or avoiding cold. 

It was now the 13th of March,and I had heard no word from 
Ozoro Either, or the Ras, though removed to a houfe in Gon¬ 
dar near to Petros. Iliad gone every day once to fee the 
children of Rolenm ; at all wnich times I had been received 
with the greateft cordiality and mark', of kindness bv the 
Jtcghc, and orders given for ni} free admittance u; -n ail 
occalions like an officer of her houfehe hi. Aj to tkeri.fi, 

I neve; 
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I never was in appearance more negleCtcd, than in this prc- 
fent moment, by all but the Moors. Thefc were very grate¬ 
ful for the fuccefsful attention 1 had fhewed their children, 
and very defirous to have me again among them. Hagi 
Saleh, in particular, could not fatiate himfelf with curling 
the ingratitude of thefe cafcrs, and infidels, the Chriftians. 
He knew what had palled at Kofcam, he faw what he 
thought likely to happen now, and his anger was that of 
an honelt man, and which perhaps many former inftances 
which he had been witnefs of might have jultified, but in 
the prefent one he was miltaken. 

In the evening, Negade Ras Malioment came to my 
houfe; he faid Mahomet Gibberti was arrived, had been 
twice on private bufinefs with the Ras, but had not vet de¬ 
livered him his prefents ; and he had not informed me of 
this, as he thought I was ftill at Kofcam, and that Saleh 
his brother knew nothing of it, as he had not feen him 
lince he came home. He alfo informed me that Ayto Aylo 
was with the Ras twice the day after he entered Gondar, 
and once with Mahomet Gibberti: all this was about me ; 
and that, at Ayto Aylo’s propofal, it was agreed that I fhould 
be appointed Palambaras, which is mailer of the king’s 
horfe. It is a very great ollice, both for rank, and revenue, 
but has no bufinefs attending it; the young Armenian had 
before enjoyed it. I told Mahomet, that, far from being 
any kindnefs to me, this would make me the moll unhappy 
of all creatures; that my extreme deft re was to fee the coun¬ 
try, and its different natural productions; toconvcrfe with the 
people as a llranger, but to be nobody’s mailer nor fervant; 
to fee their books ; and, above all, to vilir the fourccs of the 
Nile; to live as privately in my own houfe, and have as 

much 
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much time to myfelf as poflible ; and what I was moll an¬ 
xious about at prefent, was to know when it would be con¬ 
venient lor them to admit me to fee the Ras, and deliver 
my letters as a (hanger. 

Mahomet went away, and returned, bringing Mahomet 
Gibberti, who told me, that, betides the letter I carried to 
lias Michael from Metical Aga his mailer, he had been 
charged with a particular one, out of the ordinary form, 
dictated by the Englith at Jidda, who, all of them, and par¬ 
ticularly my friends Captain Thornhill, and Capt. i homas 
Price of the Lyon, had agreed to make a point with Metical 
Aga, devoted to them for his own profit, that his utraoft 
exertion of friendfltip and intereft, fhould be fo employed 
in my recommendation, as to engage the attention of Ras 
Michael to provide in earned, for my fafety and fatisfac- 
tion in every point. 

This letter I had myfelf read at Jidda ; it informed Mi¬ 
chael of the power and riches of our nation, and that they 
were abfolute mailers of the trade on the Red Sea, and 
(lri< 5 lly connected with the Sherriffe, and in a very particular 
manner with him, Metical Aga ; that any accident happen¬ 
ing to me would be an infamy and dilgrace to him, and 
worfc than death irjelf, becaufc, that knowing Michael’s 
power, and relying on his friendlhip, he had become fecurity 
for my fafety, after I arrived in his hands ; that I was a man 
of conlideration in my own country, fervant to the king of 
it, who, though himfclf a Chriftian, governed his fubjeels 
Mtifiulmen and Pagans, with the fame impartiality and juf- 
tice as he did Chrittians. That all my defire was to examine 
fprings and rivers, trees and flowers, and the flars in the 

heavens;. 
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heavens, from which I drew knowledge very ufeful to pre- 
ferve man’s health and life ; that I was no merchant, and 
had no dealings whatever in any fort of mercantile matters; 
and that 1 had no need of any man's money, as he had told 
Mahomet G ibberti to provide for any call I might have in that 
country, and for which he would anfwer, let the fum be 
what it would, as l\e had the word of my countrymen to 
repay it, which he considered better than the written fecurity 
of any other people in the world. He then repeated very nearly 
the fame words ufed in the beginning of the letter; and, 
upon this particular requeft, Metical Aga had fent him a 
diftindt prefent, not to confound it with other political 
and commercial affairs, in which they were concerned to¬ 
gether. 

Upon reading this letter, Michael exclaimed, “ Metical 
Aga does not know the lituation of this country. Safety! 
where is that to be found ? I am obliged to fight for my 
own life every day. Will Metical call this fafety ? Who 
knows, at this moment, if the king is in fafety, or how long 
1 lhall be fo ? All I can do is to keep him with me. If I 
lofemy own life, and the king’s, Metical Aga can never think 
it was in my power to preferve that of his ftranger.”—“ No, 
no,” fays Ay to Aylo, who was then prefent, “ you don’t know 
the man ; he is a devil on horfeback; he rides better, and 
fhoots better, than any man that ever came into Abyffinia; 
lofe no time, put him about the king, and there is no fear 
of him. He is very fober and religious ; he will do the king 
good. “ Shoot!” fays Michael, “ he won’t lhoot at me as the 
Armenian did ; will he ? will he ?” “ Oh,” continued Aylo, 
44 you know thefe days are over. What is the Armenian ? a 
boy, a have to the l urk. When you fee this man, you’ll not 
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think of the Armenian.” It was finally agreed, that the let¬ 
ters the Greeks had received fhould be read to the king; 
that the letters I had from Metical Aga to the Has fhould 
be given to Mahomet Gibberti, and that I fhould be intro¬ 
duced to the King and the Ras immediately after they were 
ready. 

The reader may remember that, when I was at Cairo, 1 
obtained letters from Mark, the Greek patriarch, to the Greeks 
at Gondar; and particularly one, in form of a bull, or refeript, 
to all the Greeks in Abyllinia. In this, after a great deal of paf- 
toral admonition, the patriarch laid, that, knowing their pro- 
penlity to lying and vanity, and not being at hand to impofe 
proper penances upon them for thefe fins, he exacted from 
them, as a proof of their obedience, that they would, with 
a good grace, undergo this mortification, than which there 
could be no gentler impofed, as it was only to fpcak the truth. 
He ordered them in a body to go to the king, in the man¬ 
ner and time they knew belt, and to inform him that I was 
not to be confounded with the reft of white men, f'uch as 
Greeks, who were all fubjett to the Turks, and Haves; but 
that 1 was a free man, of a free nation ; and the belt of them 
would be happy in being my fervant, as one of their bre¬ 
thren, Michael, then actually was. I will not fay but this 
was a bitter pill; for they were high in office, all except 
Petros, who had declined all employment after the murder 
of Joas his master, whofe chamberlain he was. The order 
of the patriarch, however, was fairly and punctually per¬ 
formed ; Petros was their fpokcfman; he was originally 
a fhocmaker at Rhodes, clever, and hand fume in his perfon, 
but a great coward, though, on fuch an occalion as the pre- 
fent, forward and capable enough. 

Vol. 111. f f 
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I think it was about the 14th that tlicfc letters were ro¬ 
be all read. I expeeled at the ordinary hour, about five in¬ 
die afternoon, to be fent for, and had rode cut to Kofeam 
with Ayto Heikel, the queen’s chamberlain, to fee the child,, 
who was pretty well recovered of all its complaints, but very 
weak. In the interim 1 was fent lbr to the Ras, with orders 
to difpatch a man with the king’s prefent, .to wait for me at 
the palace, whither I was to go after leaving.Michael. It was 
anfwered, That I was at Kofeam, and the errand I had gone 
on mentioned; which difappointmenr, and the caufe, did 
no way prejudice me with the Ras.. Five in the evening 
was fixed as the hour, and notice fent to Kofeam. I came 
a little before the time, and met Ayto Aylo at the door. He 
l’queezed me by the hand, and faid, M Refufe nothing, it can 
be all altered afterwards ; but it is very neceffary, on account 
of the priefts and the populace, you have a place of fomc au¬ 
thority, otherwife you will be robbed and murdered the firft 
time >ou go half a mile from home : fifty people have told 
me you have cherts filled wirli gold, and that you can make 
gold, or bring what quantity you pleafe from the Indies ;. 
and the reafon of all this is, becaufc you refufed the queen 
and Ozoro Ellher’s offer of gold at Kofeam, and which you 
mud never do again.” 

We went in and faw the old man fitting upon a fofa ; 
his white hair was dreffed in many fhort curls. He ap¬ 
peared to be thoughtful, but not difpleafed; his face was 
lean, his eyes quick and vivjd, but feemed to be a little fore 
from expplurc to the weather. He feemed to be about lix 
feet high, though his lamenefs made it difficult to guefs 
with accuracy. His air was perfectly free from conflraint, 
what the French call degagee, In face and perfon he was 

liker 
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liker my learned and worthy friend, the Count de Buffon, 
than any two men I ever faw in the world. They mud have 
been bad phyfiognoinifts that did not difeern his capacity 
and underdanding by his very countenance. Every look 
conveyed a fentiment with it: he feemed to have no occa- 
fion for other language, and indeed he fpoke little. I of. 
fered, as ufual, to kifs the ground before him; and of this 
he feemed to take little notice, ftretching out his hand and 
fhaking mine upon my rifmg. 

I sat down with Aylo, three or four of the judges, Petros, 
Hcikel the queen’s chamberlain, and an Azage from the 
king’s houfe, who whifpered fomething in his ea , and 
went out; which interruption prevented me froir fneak- 
ing as 1 was prepared to do, or give him my prefe.it, which 
a man held behind me. He began gravely, “ Yagoubc, 1 
think that is your name, hear what I lay to you, and mark 
what I recommend to you. You are a man, I am told, who 
make it your bufinefs to wander in the fields in fcareh after 
trees and grafs in folitary places, and to fit up all night a- 
lone looking at the ftars of the heavens: Other countries 
are not like this, though this was never fo had as it is now. 
Thefe wretches here are enemies to (hungers; if they faw 
you alone in your own parlour, their fil'd thought would be 
how to murder you; though they knew they were to get 
nothing bv it, they would murder you for mere mifehief.” 
“ The devil is drong in them,” fays a voice from a corner 
of the room, which appeared to be that of a pried. “ There¬ 
fore,” fays the Ras, “ after a long convcrfation with your 
friend Aylo, whofc advice I hear you happily take, as in- 
deed we all do, I have thought that (ituation bed which 
leaves you at liberty to follow your own dciigns, at the 

Ff 2 dune 



228 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

fame time that it puts your perfon in fafcty ; that you will 
not be troubled with monks about their religious matters, 
or in danger from thefe rafcals that may feck to murder 
you for money.” 

“ What are the monks ?” fays the fame voice from the 
corner ; “ the monks will never meddle with fuch a man as 
this.”—Therefore the king,” continued the Ras, with* 
out taking any notice of the interruption,. “ has ap¬ 
pointed you Baalomaal, and to command the Koccob horfe, 
which I thought to have given to Francis, an old foldier of 
mine ; but he is poor, and we will provide for him better, for 
thefe appointments have honour, but little profit.” “Sir,” fays 
Francis, who was in prefence, but behind, “ it is in much more 
honourable hands than either mine or the Armenian’s, or 
any other white man’s, fince the days of Hatze Menas, and 
fo I told the king to-day.” “ Very well, Francis,” fays the 
Ras ; “ it becomes a foldier to fpeak the truth, whether it 
makes for or againft himfclf. Go then to the king, and kifs 
the ground upon your appointment. I fee you have already 
learned this ceremony of our’s ; Aylo and Heikel are very 
proper perfons to go with you. The king exprefled his iur- 
pr ife to me lafl night lie had not feen you; and there too is 
Tccla Mariam, the king’s fecrctary, who came with your 
appointment from the palace to-day.” The man in the cor¬ 
ner, that I took for aprieft, was this Tccla Mariam, a feribe. 
Out of the king’s prefence nien of this order cover their 
heads, as do the priefls, which was the reafon of my mif- 
take. 

I then gave him a prefent, which he fcarce looked at, as; 
a number of people were preffing in at the door from cu- 
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riofity or bufmefs. Among thcfc I difccrned Abba Salama. 
Every body then went out but myfelf, and thcTe people were 
rufhing in behind me, and had divided me from my com¬ 
pany. The Ras, however, feeing me Handing alone, cried, 
“ Shut the doorand alked me, in a low tone of voice, “ Have 
you any thing private to fay ?” “ I fee you arc bufy, Sir,” faid 
I; “ but I will fpeak to Ozoro Either.” His anxious coun¬ 
tenance brightened up in a moment. “ That is true,” fays 
he, “Yagoube, it will require a long day to fettle that ac¬ 
count with you : Will the boy live ?” “ The life of man is in 
the hand of God,” faid I, “ but I lliould hope the worft is 
over upon which he called to one of his fervants, “ Carry 
Yagoube to Ozoro Either.” 

It is ncedlcfs for me to take up the reader’s time with 
any thing but what iliuftratcs my travels; he may there¬ 
fore guefs the convcrfation that flowed from a grateful 
heart on that occafion. I ordered her child to be brought 
to her every forenoon, upon condition flic returned him 
foon after mid-day. I then took a fpeedy leave of Ozoro 
Either, the rcafon of which I told her when ihe was fol¬ 
lowing me to the door. She faid, “ When lhall I lay my hands 
upon that idiot Aylo ? The Ras would have done any thing; 
lie had appointed you Palambaras. but, upon converting 
with Aylo, he had changed his mind. He fays it will 
create envy, and take up your time. What iignilies their 
envy ? Do not they envy Ras Michael ? and where can you 
pafs your rime better than at court, with a command un¬ 
der the king.” I faid, “All is for the bell, Aylo did well; 
all is for the bell.” I then left her unconvinced, and fay¬ 
ing, “ I will not fo» give this to Ay to Aylo thcfc liven 
years.” 
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A YLO' 



23® 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


Aylo and Heikel had gone on to the palace, wondering, 
as did the whole company, what could be my private con¬ 
ference with Michael, which, after playing abundantly 
with their curiolity, I explained to them next day. 

I went afterwards to the king’s palace, and met Aylo 
and Heikel at the door of the prefence-chamber. Tccla 
Mariam walked before us to the foot of the throne; after 
which I advanced and proftrated myfelf upon the ground. 

I have brought you a fervant,” fays he to the king, “ front 
fo diftant a country, that if you ever let him efcapc, we Ihall 
never be able to follow him, or know where to feck him.” 
This was faid facet ioufty by an old familiar fervant; but 
the king made no reply, as far as wc could guefs, for his 
mouth was covered, nor did he fhew any alteration of 
countenance. Five people were Handing on each fide of the 
throne, all young men, three on his left, and two on his 
right. One of thefe, the fon of I'ecla Mariam, (afterwards 
my great friend) who flood uppermoft on the left hand, 
came up, and taking hold of me by the hand, placed me 
immediately above him ; when feeing 1 had no knife in 
my girdle, he pulled out his own and gave it to me. Upon 
being placed, l again killed the ground. 

The king was in an alcove ; the reft went out of fight from 
where the throne was, and fat down. The ul'ual queftions 
now began about Jerufalem and the holy places—where my 
country was ? which it was impofliblc to deferibe, as they 
knew the fituation of no country but their own—why 1 came 
Jo far?—whether the moon and the liars, but efpccially the 
moon, was the fame in rnv country as in theirs?—and a great 
many fuch idle and rirefume queftions. I had fevcral times 
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offered to take my prefent from the man who held it, that 
I might offer it to his Majclly and go away; but the king 
always made a fign to put it off, till, being tired to death 
with Handing, 1 leaned againtl the wall. Aylo was fall aileep, 
and Ayto Heikel and the Greeks curling their mailer in 
their heart for fpoiling the good flipper that Anthule his 
treafurcr hud prepared lor ns. This, as we afterwards 
found out, the king very well knew, and rcfolved to try 
our patience to the ittmoff At lull, Ayto Aylo Hole away to 
bed, and every body elfe after him, except thofc who had 
accompanied me, who were ready to die with third, and 
drop down with wearinefs. It was agreed by thole that 
were out of light, to lend Tecla Mariam to whifper in the 
king’s car, that 1 had not been well, which he did, but no 
notice was tak:n of it. It was now pall ten oV’ock, and he 
Ihewed no inclination to go to bed. 

Hitherto, waile there were Hrangcrs in the room, he 
had fpoken to us bv an officer called Kal Iiaue, the voice or 
■word vf. the king; lut now, when there were nine or ten of 
us, his menial fenants, only prefent, he uncovered his face 
and mouth, and fpke himfclf. Sometimes it was about Je- 
rufalem, fometime about horfes, at other times about lhout¬ 
ing; again about tie Indies; how far 1 could look into the 
heavens with my tccfcopcs : and all tbefe were deliberately 
and circumflantialb repeated, if they were not pointedly an- 
fwered. 1 was abfdutely in defpair, and fcarcely able to 
fpcak a word, inwadly mourning the hardnefs of my lot 
in this my firit prefrment, and linccrcly praying it might 
be my laH promotion in this court. At laH all the Greeks 
began to be impatiot, and got out of the corner of the 
room behind the aicoc, and Hood immediately before the 

throne,. 
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throne. The king feemed to be aftonifhed at feeing them, 
and to\d them he thought they had all been at home long 
ago. They faid, however, they would not go without me; 

which the king Ml could not be, for one of the duties of 
my employment was to be charged with the door of his 
bed-chamber that night. 

I think I could almoft have killed him in that inftant. 
At laft Ayto Heikel, taking courage, came forward to him, 
pretending a meffage from the queen, and vhifpered him 
fomething in the car, probably that the Ras would take it 
ill. He then laughed, faid he thought wc had fupped, 
and difmiffed us. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Tranfaflions at Gondar. 


W E went all to Authule’s houfe to fupper in violent rage. 

fnch anger as is ufual with liungrv men. We brought 
with us from the palace three of my brother Baalomaals, 
and one who had flood to make up the number, though he 
was not in office ; his name was Gucbra Mafcal, he was a 
lifter’s fon of the Ras,and commanded one third of the troops 
of Tigre, which carried Are-arms, that is about 2000 men. 
He was reputed the beft officer of that kind that the Ras 
had, and was a man about 30 years of age, fhort, fquarc, and 
well made, with a very unpromiflng countenance; flat nofe, 
wide mouth, of a very yellow complexion, and much pit¬ 
ted with the fmall-pox; he had a mod uncommon pre- 
fumption upon the merit of paft fervices, and had the great- 
eft opinion of his own knowledge in the ufe of Are-arms, 
to which he did not fcruplc to fay Ras Michael owed all 
his victories. Indeed it was to the good opinion that the Ras 
Vol. III. C! g had 
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had of him as a foldier that he owed his being fuffered to 
continue at Gondar; for he was fufpc< 5 tcd to have been 
familiar with one of his uncle’s wives in Tigre, by whom it 
was thought he had a child, at lead the Ras put away his 
wife, and never owned the child to be his. 

This man fupped with us that night, and thence began 
one of the mod; ferious affairs I ever had in Abyflinia. 
Guebra Mafcal, as ufual, vaunted inceffantly his Ikill in 
fire-arms, the wonderful gun that he had, and feats he had 
done witli it. Petros faid, laughing, to him, “ You have a 
genius for fliooting, but you have had no opportunity to 
learn. Now, Yagoube is come, he will teach you fome- 
thing worth talking off.” They had all drank abundantly, 
and Guebra Mafcal had uttered words that I thought were 
in contempt of me. 1 believe, replied I peevifhly enough, 
Guebra Mafcal, I fliould fufpeft, from your difeourfe, you 
neither knew men nor guns; every gun of mine in the 
hands of my fervants (hall kill twice as far as yours, for 
my own, it is not worth my while to put a ball in it: When 
1 compare with you, the end of a tallow-candle in my gun 
ihall do more execution than an iron ball in the bed of 
yours, with all the fkill and experience you pretend to. 

He faid I was a Frank, and a liar, and, upon my im¬ 
mediately rifing up, he gave me a kick with his foot. I was 
quite blind with paflion, feized him by the throat, and 
threw him on the ground dout as he was. The Abyflinians 
know nothing of either wrcllling or boxing. He drew his 
knife as he was falling, attempted to cut me in the face, 
but his arm not being at freedom, all he could do was to 
give me a very trifling dab, or.wound, near the crown of the 
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head, fo that the blood trickled down over my face. I had 
tript him up, but till then had never ftruck him. I now 
wrefted the knife from him with a full intention to kill him; 
but Providence directed better. Inftead of the point, 1 ftruck 
fo violently with the handle upon his face as to leave fears, 
which would be diftinguifhed even among the deep marks 
of the fmall-pox. An adventure fo new, and fo unexpected, 
prefently overcame the effects of wine. It was too late to dis¬ 
turb anybody either in the palace or at the houfe of the Ras. 
A hundred opinions were immediately ftarted; fome were 
for fending us up to the king, as we were actually in the pre¬ 
cincts of the palace, where lifting a hand is death. Ayto 
Heikel advifed that I fhould go, late as it was, to Kofcam; 
and Petros, that I fhould repair immediately to the houfe of 
Ayto Aylo, while the two Baalomaals were for taking me to 
fleep in the palace. Anthulc, in whofe houfe 1 was, and who 
was therefore molt fhocked at the outrage, wifhed me to 
ftay in his houfe, where I was, from a fuppofition that I was 
ferioufty wounded, which all of them, feeing the blood fall 
over my eyes, feemed to think was the cafe, and he, in the 
morning, at the king’s riling, was to ftate the matter as it 
happened. All thefe advices appeared good when they were 
propofed ; for my parr, I thought they only tended to make 
bad worfc, and bore the appearance of guilt, of which I was 
not confcious. 

I now determined to go home, and to bed in my own 
houfe. With that intention, I walhcd my face and wound 
with vinegar, and found the blood to be already ftaunchcd. 

I then wrapt myfelf up in my cloak, and returned home 
without accident, and went to bed. But this would neither 
fatisfy Ayto Heikel nor Petros, who went to the houfe of 
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Ayto Aylo, then pad midnight, fo that early in the mornv 
ing, when fcarce light, I faw him come into my chamber. 
Guebra Mafeal had fled to the houfe of Kefla Yafous his ref¬ 
lation ; and the firft news we heard in the morning, after 
Ayto Aylo arrived, were, that Guebra Mafeal was in irons 
at the Ras’s houfe. 

Every perfon that came afterwards brought upfome new 
account; the whole people prefent had been examined, 
and had given, without variation, the true particulars of my 
forbearance, and his infolent behaviour. Every body trem¬ 
bled for Some violent refolution the Ras was to take on my 
firft complaint. The town was full of Tigre foldiers, and 
nobody faw clearer than I did, however favourable a turn 
this had taken for me in the beginning, it might be my 
deftru&ion in the end. 

I asked Ayto Aylo his opinion. lie feemed at a lofs to 
give it me; but faid, in an uncertain tone of voice, he 
could wiili that 1 would not complain of Guebra Mafeal 
while I was angry, or while the Ras was fo inveterate a- 
gainft him, till. Some of his friends had fpoken, and appea¬ 
led, at lealt, his firft refentment. I anfwered, “ That I was 
of a contrary opinion, and that no time was to be loft : re¬ 
member the letter of Mahomet Gibberti; remember his 
confidence yefterday of my being fafe where he was; re¬ 
member the influence of Ozoro Either, and do not let us 
lofe a moment.” “ What, fays Aylo to me in great furprife; 
are you mad ? Would you have him cut to pieces in the 
midft of 20,000 of his countrymen ? Would you be d:m- 
menia, that is, guilty of the blood of all the province of 
Tigre, through which you mult go in your way home r” 

“ Juft 
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* Juft the contrary, faid I, nobody has fo great a right over 
the Ras’s anger as I have, being the perfon injured ; and, as 
you and I can get accefs to Ozoro Either when wc pleafe,. 
let us go immediately thither, and flop the progrefs of this 
affair while it is not yet generally known. People that 
talk of my being wounded expert to fee me, 1 fuppofe, with* 
out a leg or an arm. When they fee me fo early riding 
in the ftreet, all will pafs for a ftory as it fliould dov 
Would you wifh to pardon him entirely ?”—■“ That goes a- 
gainft my heart, too, fays Aylo, he is a bad man.”—“ My 
good friend, faid I, be in this guided by me, I know we 
both think the fame thing. If lie is a bad man, he was a bad 
man before I knew him. You know what you told me your- 
fclf of the Ras's jealoufy of him. What if he was to revenge 
his own wrongs, under pretence of giving me fat is faction: 
for mine ? Come, lofe no time, get upon your mule, go with 
me to Ozoro Efthcr, I will anfwer for the conlequcnccs.” 

We arrived there; the Ras was not fitting in judgment, 
he had drank haul the night before, on occafion of Powui- 
fcn’s marriage, and was not in bed when the ftory of the fray 
reached him. We found Ozoro Efthcr in a violent anger 
and agitation, which was much alleviated by my laughing. 
On her afking me about my wound, which had been repre- 
fented to her as dangerous, “ 1 am aft aid, laid 1 , poor Gue- 
bra Mafcal is worfc wounded than l.” “Is he wounded too ? 
fays flie ; I hope it is in his heart.” “ Indeed, repiled 1 , Ma¬ 
dam, there arc no wounds on either tide. He was very 
drunk, and I gave him fcveral Mows upon the face as he 
deferved, and he has already got all tne chaftifement he. 
ought to have ; it was all a piece of lolly.” “ Prodigious! 
fays fhc ; is this fo ?” “ It is l'o, fays Aylo, and you fhali 
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hear it all by-and-by, only let us flop the propagation of this 
fooliih ftory.” 

The Ras in the inftant fcnt for us. He was naked, Kitting 
on a ftool, and a Have fwathing up his lame leg with a broad 
belt or bandage. I afked him calmly and pleafantly if I 
could be of any fervice to him ? He looked at me with a 
grin, the moft ghaltly I ever faw, as half difpleafed. “ What! 
fays he, are you all mad? Aylo, what is the matter between 
him and that mifereant Guebra Mafcal ?”■—“ Why, faid I, I 
am come to tell you that myfelf; why do you aKk Ayto Ay¬ 
lo ? Guebra Mafcal got drunk, was infolent, and ftruck me. 
I was fober, and beat him, as you will fee by his face; and I 
have now come to you to fay I am forry that I lifted my 
hand againft your nephew; but he was in the wrong, and 
drunk ; and I thought it was better to chaftife him on the 
fpot, than trull him to you, who perhaps might take the 
affair to heart, for we all know your juftice, and that being 
your relation is no excufe when you judge between man 
and man. “ I order you, Aylo, fays Michael, as you efteem 
my friendfhip, to tell me the truth, really as it was, and 
without dilguife or concealment.” 

Aylo began accordingly to relate the whole hiflory, 
when a fervant called me out to Ozoro Efthcr. I found with 
her another nephew of the Ras, a much better man, called 
Welleta SelaKTe, who came from Kcfla Yafous, and Guebra 
Mafcal himfelf, deflring I would forgive and intercede for 
him, for it was a drunken quarrel without malice. Ozoro 
Efther had told him parr. “ Come in with me, faid I, and 
you Khali feel never will leave the Ras till he forgive him.” 
“ Let him punifh him, fays Welleta SelaKTe, he is a bad man, 

but 
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but don’t let the Ras cither kill or maim him.” “ Come, 
Caid I, let us go to the Ras, and he fliall neither kill, maim, 
nor punifli him, if I can help it. It is my firft requeft ; if 
he refufes me I will return to Jidda; come and hear.” 

Aylo had urged the thing home to the Ras in the proper 
light—that of my fafety. “ You are a wife man, fays Mi¬ 
chael, now perfectly cool, as foon as he faw me and Welleta 
SelaiTc. It is a man like you that goes far in fafety, which 
is the end we all aim at. I feel the a:front offered you more 
than you do, but will nor have the punifhmcnr attributed 
to you ; this affair fliall turn to your honour and fccurity, 
and in that light only I can pafs over his infolence.” “ Wel- 
lcta Selaffe, fays he, falling into a violent pallion in an in- 
flant, Yv’hat fort of behaviour is this my men have adop¬ 
ted with ft rangers? and ivy Jln/vgcr, too, and in the king’s 
palace, and the king’s fervanr? What! am I dead? or be* 
come incapable of governing longer?” Welleta Sclaflc bow¬ 
ed, but was afraid to /peak, and indeed the Ras looked like 
a fiend. 

“ Come, fays the Rag let me fee your head.” 1 flic wed 
iiim where the blood was already hardened, and faid it was 
a very flight cut. “A cur, continued Michael, o\cr that 
parr, with one of our knives, is mortal.” “ You fee, Sir, 
faid I, I have not even dipt the hair about the wound ; it 
is nothing. Now give me your promife you will fet Gucbra 
Mafcal at liberty; and not only that, but you are not to re¬ 
proach him with the affair further than that he was drunk, 
not a crime in this country.” “ No, truly, fays he, it is 
not; but that is, becaufe it is very rare that people fight with 
knives when they are drunk. I fcarcc ever heard cf it, even 
v. iii. g g in 
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in the camp.” “ I fancy, faicl I, endeavouring to give alight 
turn to the converfation, they have not often wherewithal 
to get drunk in your camp.” “ Not this lafl year, fays he, 
laughing, there were no houfes in the country.” “ But let 
me only merit, faid I, Welleta Selafle’s friendlhip, by ma¬ 
king him the meffenger of good news to Gucbra Mafcal, 
that he is at liberty, and you have forgiven him.” “ At li¬ 
berty 1 . fays he, Where is he?” V In your houfe, faid I, fome- 
where, in irons.” “ That is Efther’s intelligence, continued 
the Ras; thefe women tell you all their l’ecrcts, but when I 
remember your behaviour to them I do not wonder at it, 
and that confideration likewife obliges me to grant what 
you alk. Go, Welleta Selafle, and free that dog from his col¬ 
lar, and dired him to go to Welleta Michael, who will 
give him his orders to levy the meery in Woggora; let him 
not fee my face till he returns. 

Ozoro Esther gave us breakfafl, to which feveralof the 
Greeks came. After which I went to Kofcam, where I heard 
a tlioufand curfcs upon Guebra Mafcal. The whole affair 
was now made up, and the king w as acquainted with the 
ilfue of it. I flood in my place, where he flicwed me very 
great marks of favour ; he was grave, however, and forrow- 
ful, as if mortified with what had happened. The king order¬ 
ed me to flay and dine at the palace, and he would fend me 
my dinner. I there faw the fons of Kafmati Eflite, Aylo, 
andEngcdan, and two Welleta Selafles; one the fon of Tc- 
€la Mariam, the other the fon of a great nobleman in Go- 
iam, all young men, with whom I lived ever after in perfccT 
familiarity and fricndfhip. The two lafl were my brethren 
Eaalomaal, or gentlemen of the king’s bed-chamber. 


They 
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They all fcemed to have taken my caufc to heart more 
than I wifhed them to do, for fear it fliould be productive of 
fomc new quarrel. For my own part, I never was fo deject¬ 
ed in my life. T he troublcfomc profpcct before me pre- 
fented itfelf day and night. I more tlian twenty times rc- 
folvcd to return by Tigrc, to vhich J was more inclined by 
the lofs of a young man who accompanied me through Bar¬ 
bary, and aflifled me in the drawings of architecture which 
1 made for the king there, part of which he was dill advan¬ 
cing here, when a dyfenterv, which had attacked him in 
A.abia Felix, put an end to his life* at Gondar. A confider- 
able difturbance was apprehended upon burying him in a 
church-yard. Abba Salama ufed his utmoll endeavours to 
raife the populace and take him out of his grave; but fomc 
exertions of the Ras quieted both Abba Salama and the tu¬ 
mults. 

I began, however, to look upon every thing now as full 
of difficulty and danger; and, from this conllant fretting 
and dcfpondcncy, 1 found my health much impaired, and 
that I was upon the point of becoming ferioufly ill. There 
was one tiling that contributed in fomc incafurc to didipate 
thefe melancholy thoughts, which was, that all Gondar was 
in one fccnc of fedivity. O/.oro Awibdar, daughter of the 
late Welled I-Iawaryat, by Ozoro Altalh, Ozoro EftlicTs filler, 
and the Itcghe’s youuged daughter, confequcntly grand¬ 
daughter to Michael, was married to Powuflen, now gover¬ 
nor of Begcmder. The king gave her large dillrkTs of land 
in that province, and Ras Michael a large portion of gold, 
Vol. 111 . Hli mufkets, 
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mulkets, cattle, and horfes. All the tov/n, that wilhed to be 
well-looked upon by either party, brought fimiething con- 
fiderablc as a prefent. 1 lie Ras, Ozoro Efiher, and Ozoro 
Altalh, entertained all Gondar. A vaft number of cattle was 
llaughtered every day, and the whole town looked like one 
great market; the common people, in every ftrect, appear¬ 
ing loaded with pieces of raw beef, while drink circulated 
in the fame proportion. The Ras infilled upon my dining 
with him every day, when he was lure to give me a hcad- 
ach with the quantity of mead, or hydromcl, lie forced me 
to fwallow, a liquor that never agreed with me from the 
firll day to the laft. 

After dinner we dipt away to parties of ladies, where 
anarchy prevailed as complete as at the houfe of the Ras.. 
Ail the married women ate, drank, and fmoaked like the 
men ; and it is impolfible to convey to the reader any idea 
of this bacchanalian fccnc in terms of common decency. 
I found it nccefiary to quit this riot for a lliort time, and 
get leave to breathe the frefli air of the country, at fuch a 
diilance as that, once a day, or once in two days, I might be 
at the palace, and avoid the conftant fucceflion of thofe vio¬ 
lent feenes of debauchery of which no European can form 
any idea, and which it was impolfible to cfcapc, even at 
Kofcain. 

Although the king’s favour, the protection of the Ras, 
and my obliging, attentive, and lowly behaviour to every 
body, had made me as popular as I could wilh at Gondar, 
and among the Tigrans fully as much as thofe of Amhara, 
yet it w r as eafy to perceive, that the caufe of my quarrel 
with Guebra Mafcal was not yet forgot. . 

On! 
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One day, when I was Handing by the king in the palace, 
he alltcd, in dil'courfe, “ Whether I, too, was not drunk in 
the quarrel with Guebra Mafcal, before we came to blows?” 
and, upon my faying that I was perfe&ly fober, both before 
and after, becaufe Anthulc’s red wine was finidied, and I 
never willingly drank hydromel, or mead, he afked with a 
degree of keennefs, “ Did you then foberly fay to Guebra 
Mafcal, that an end of a tallow candle, in a gun in your 
hand, would do more execution than an iron bullet in his ?” 
—“Certainly, Sir, I did fo.”—“And why did you fay this ?” 
fays the king dryly enough, and in a manner I had not be¬ 
fore obferved. “ Bccaufc, replied I, it was truth, and a pro¬ 
per reproof to a vain man, who, whatever eminence lie 
might have obtained in a country like this, has not know¬ 
ledge enough to entitle him to the trull of cleaning a gun 
in mine.”—“O! ho! continued the king; as for his know¬ 
ledge I am not fpeaking of that, but about his gun. You 
will not perfuade me that, with a tallow candle, you can 
kill a man or a horfe.”—“Pardon me. Sir, faid 1 , bowing 
very rcfpcctfully, I will attempt to perfuade you of norhing 
but what you pleale to be convinced of: Guebra Mafcal is 
my equal no more, you are my mailer, and, while 1 am at 
your court, under your protection, you arc in place of my 
fo\creign, it would be great prefumption in me to argue 
with you, or lead to a converfation againtt an opinion that 
vou prolefs you are already fixed in."—•“ No, no, lays he, 
with an air of great kindnefs, by no means, I was only a- 
fra id you would expoie yourfclf before bad people ; what 
vou lay to me is nothing”—“And what 1 fay to you, Sir, 
has always been as fcrupuleuily true as if l had been fpcak- 
in.S to the king my native fovercign and mailer. \\ hether 
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I can kill a man with a candle, or not, is an experiment that 
Ihould not be made. Tell me, however, what I fhall do be¬ 
fore you that you may deem an equivalent ? Will piercing 
the table, upon which your dinner is ferved, (it was of fyea- 
morc, about three quarters of an inch thick), at the length of 
this room, be deemed a fuflicient proof of what I advanced?” 

“ Aii, Yagoube, Yagoube, fays the king, take care what 
you fay. That is indeed more than Guebra Mafcal will 
do at that diftancc ; but take great care; you don’t know 
thefe people; they will lie themfelves all day; nay, their 
whole life is one lie; but of you they expc< 5 t better, or 
would be glad to find worfe; take care.” Ayto Engcdan, 
who was then prefent, faid, “ 1 am fure if Yagoube fays lie 
can do it, he will do it; but how, I don’t know. Can you 
£hoot through my Ihicld with a tallow candle ?”—“ To you, 
Ayto Engcdan, faid 1,1 can fpeak freely; I could flioot thro* 
your Ihicld if it was the ftrongeft in the army, and kill the 
llrongefl man in the army that held it before him. When 
will you fee this tried r”—“ Why now, fays the king ; there 
is nobody here” — “ The fooner the better, faid I; I would not 
wifli to remain for a moment longer under fo difagrecable 
an imputation as that of lying, an infamous one in my 
country, whatever it may be in this. Let me fend for my 
gun; the king will look out at the window.” —“ Nobody, fays 
he, knows any thing of it ; nobody -will come.” 

The king appeared to be vuy anxious, and, 1 faw plain¬ 
ly, incredulous. The gun was brought; Engcdan\s Ihicld was 
produced, which was of allrong bull'alo’s hide. 1 faid to him, 
* This is a weak one, give me one ilrongcr.” He lliook his 

head,. 
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head, and faid, “ Ah, Yagoubc, you’ll find it ftrong enough; 
Engedan’s lhield is known to be no toy.” Teda Mariam 
brought fuch a lhield, and the Bil'etana Gucta Teda an¬ 
other, both of which were moil excellent in their kind. I 
loaded the gun before them, firil with powder, then up¬ 
on it Hid down one half of what we call a farthing can¬ 
dle ; and, having beat off the handles of three lhields, 1 put 
them clofe in contad with each other, and fet them all 
three againft a poll. 

Now, Engedan, find I, when you pleafe lay—Fire ! but 
mind you have taken leave of your good lhield for ever.” 
The word was given, and the gun fired. It ftruck the three 
lhields, neither in the moll difficult nor the ca>'ell place 
for perforation, fomething lcfs than half way between the 
rim and the bofs. The candle went through the three lhields 
with fuch violence that it dallied itfelf to a thouland pieces 
again!! a ilone-wall behind it. I turned to Engedan, faying 
very lowly, gravely, and without exultation or triumph, on 
the contrary with ablblute indifference, “ Did not J tell vou 
yotu lhield was naughtA gieat Ihout of applaufe fol¬ 
lowed from about a thouland people that were gathered 
together. The three lhields were carried to the king, who 
exclaimed in great tranl'porr, 1 did not believe it before I 
law it, and 1 can learcc believe it now i luuc fern it. Where 
is Gucbra Mafcal’s confidence now ? Hut what do cither 
he or we know ? We know nothing.” I thought he looked 
abalhed. 

“ Ayto Fngedan, faid I, we mufl have a touch at that 
table. It was faid, the piercing that was more than Gucbra 
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Mafcal could do. Wc have one half of the candle left ftill; 
it is the thinned, wcakeH half, and I lliallput the wickfore- 
moft.becaufe the cotton is i'ofteft.” The table being now 
properly placed, to Engedan’s utmoft aftonifhment the can¬ 
dle, with the wick foreinoft, went through the table, as the 
other had gone through the three lliiclds. “ By St Michael! 
fays Engcdan, Yagoube, hereafter fay to me you can raife 
my father Efhtc from the grave, and I will believe you.’* 
Some prieds who were there, though furprifed at fird, feem- 
ed afterward to treat it rather lightly, becaufe they thought 
it below tiicir dignity to be furprifed at any thing. They 
laid it was done (mucktoub) by writing, by which they 
meant magic. Every body embraced that opinion as ail 
evident and lational one, and fo the wonder with them 
ceafed. But it was not fo with the king : It made the mod 
favourable and lading imprdlion upon his mind ; nor did 
I ever after fee, in his countenance, any marks cither of 
doubt or diffidence, but always, on the contrary, the mod 
decifive proofs of friend (hip, confidence, and attention, and 
the mod implicit belief of every thing 1 advanced upon any 
fubjed from my own knowledge. 

The experiment was twice tried afterwards in prefence 
of Has Michael. But he would not rilk his good fliields, 
and always produced the table, faying, “ Engedan and 
thofe foolifh. boys were rightly lerved ; they thought Ya¬ 
goube was a liar like themfclvcs, and they lod their fliields; 
but 1 believed him, and gave him my table for curiofity only, 
and fo 1 laved mine.” 

As I may now fay I was fettled in this country, and had 
an opportunity of being informed of the manners, govern- 
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jnent, and prcfcnt (late of it, I (hall here inform the reader 
of what I think mod worthy his attention, whether ancient 
or modern, while we are yet in peace, before we are called 
out to a campaign or war, attended with every disadvantage, 
danger, and Source of confufion. 



CHAP. 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


24* 




CHAP. X. 

Geographical Divifion of Ahyjfmia into Provinces . 

A T Mafuah, that is, on the coaft of the Red Sea, begins 
an imaginary divifion of Abyflinia into two, which is 
rather a divifion of language than ftrictly to be underftood 
as territorial. The firfl divifion is called Tigre, between the 
Red Sea and the river Tacazze. Between that river and the 
Nile, weflward, where it bounds the Galla, it is called Am- 

barci. 

Wiiatevfr convcnicncc'therc maybe from this divifion, 
there is nenhcr geographical nor hiftorieal prccifion in it, 
for there are many little provinces included in the firfl that 
do not belong to l .gre ; anti, in the fecond divifion, which 
is Amhara, that which gives the name is but a very fmall 
pai t of it. 


Again, 
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Again, in point of language, there is a variety of tongues 
{poken in the fceond divifion befides that of Amhara. InTigrfc, 
however, the reparation as to languages holds true, as there 
is no tongue known there but Geez, or that of the Shepherds. 

MAsuAH,in ancient times, was one of the principal places 
of refidence of the Bahamagafh, who, when he was not there 
himfelf, conftantly left his deputy, or lieutenant. I11 fum- 
mer he refided for feveral months in the filar d of Dahalac, 
then accounted part of his territory. He was, after the King 
and Betwudet, the perfon of the greatert < aniideration in 
the kingdom, and was inverted with fendick and nag arc t, 
the kettle-drum, and colours, marks of fupremc command. 

Masuah was taken, and a ba£ha eftablifhed there foon 
after, as we have feen in the hiftorv, in the reign of Menas, 
when the Baharnagafh, named llaac, confederated with the 
Turkifli baflia, and ceded to him a great territory, part of 
his own government, and with it Dobarwa, the capital of 
his province, divided only by the river March from Tigrc. 
From this time this office fell into difreputc in the king¬ 
dom. The fendick and nagareet, the marks of fupreme 
power, were taken from him, and he never was allowed a 
place in council, unlcfs ipeci ally cal led on by the king. He 
preferves his privilege of being crowned with gold; but, 
when appointed, has a cloak thrown over him, the one fide 
white, the other a dark blue, and the officer who crowns 
him admoniflies him of what will befal him if he preferves 
his allegiance, which is fignified by the white fide of the 
cloak; and the difgracc and punifliment that is to attend 
his treafon, and which has fallen upon his prcdcceflb* s, winch 
lie figures to him by turning up the colour of mourning. 

Vol. III. 1 i Besides 
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, <U *T y ittendin e «1>» office, it was alfo one 

Of F " nltincenre > “V"h, and a fpccies 

W Cimwaon, called by the Italians Cannella, with feveral 

tad. of gum, and dye, all very precious, from Cape 
Oardcfan to Iitlur, were the valuable produce of this coun- 
try: but tht, territory, though conftderablc in length, is not 
of any great breadth; for, from fouth of Hadea to Mafuah, 
it confilh in a belt feldom above forty miles from the lea, 
which is bounded by a ridge of very high mountains, run¬ 
ning parallel to the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea, as far 
as MaVuaYv. 


.After Azab begin the mines of foflile fait, which, cut 
into kyuare, folk! bricks of about a foot long, ferve in 
place of the hlvcr currency in Abyflinia; and from this, 
as from a kind of mint, great benefit accrues alfo. 

From Mafuah the fame narrow belt continues to Suakem; 
nay, indeed, though the rains do not reach fo far, the 
mountains continue to the Ifthmus of Suez. This northern 
province of the Baharnagalh is called the ITabab, or the 
land of the Agaazi, or Shepherds; they fpcak one language, 
which they call Gccz, or the language of the Agaazi. From 
the carlieft times, they have had letters and writing among 
them; and no other has ever been introduced into Abyflinia, 
to this day, as we have already obferved. 

Since the cxpulfion of the Turks from Dobarwa and the 
continent of. Abyflinia, Mafuah lias been governed by a 
Nay be, himfelf one of the Shepherds, but Mahometan. A 
treaty formerly fublifled,that the king flioitld receive half of 
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the revenue of the cuftomheufe in Mafuah; in return 
for which he was differed to enjoy that fmail ftripe 
of barren, dry country calle i Samhar, inhabited by black 
fhcpherds called Shiho, reaching from Hamazen on the 
north to the foot of the mountain Taranta on the fouth ; but, 
by the favour of Michael, that is, by bribery and corruption, 
he has poffeffcd himfelf of two large frontier towns, Dixan 
and Dobarwa, by leafe, f< r a trifling fum, which he pays the 
king yearly ; this mull neceffarily very much weaken this 
date, if it lhould ever again have war with the Turks, of 
which indeed there is no great probability. 

The next province in Abyflinia, as well for greatnefs as 
riches, power, and dignity, and neareft Mafuah, is Tigre. It 
is bounded by the territory of the Baharnagalh, that is, by 
the river March on the call, and the Tacazze upon the wed. 
It is about one hundred and twenty miles broad from E. to 
W. and two hundred from N. to S. This is its prefent fitu- 
ation. The hand of ufurping power has abolilhed all did- 
timflion on the wcft-lide of the Tacazze; befides, many 
Jargegovernments, fuch as Enderta and Antalow, and great 
part of the baharnagalh, were fwallowed up in this province 
to the call. 

What, in a fpecial manner, makes the riches of Tigre, is, 
that it lies neared the market, which is Arabia ; and all the 
mcrchandifc dellined to end's the Red Sea mud pal's through 
this province, lo that the governor has the choice of all 
commodities wherewith to make his marker. The drong- 
efl male, the mod beautiful female flaves, the purefl gold, 
the larged teeth of ivory, all mud pafs through his hand. 
Fire-arms, moreover, which for many years have decided 
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who is the mod powerful in Abyffinia, all thcfe.come-from 
Arabia, and not one can be purchafcd without his knowing 
to whom it goes,, and. after his haying had. the fall rcfufal 
of it. 

SiRr, a province about twenty-five miles broad, and not 
much more in length, is reckoned as part of Tigre nlfo, but 
this is not a new ufurpatien. It loll the rank of a province, 
and was united to Tigre for the milbehaviour of its gover¬ 
nor KaCmati Claudius, in an expedition againtl the bhangalla 
in the reign of Yafous the Great. In mv time, it began 
again to get into reputation, and was by Ras Michael’s own 
confent disjoined from his province, and given firft to his 
fon Welled Hawaryat, together with Samen, and, after his 
death, to Ay to Tesfos, a very amiable man, gallant foldier, 
and good oilker; who, fighting bravely in the king’s lervice 
at the, battle of Serbraxos, was there wounded and taken 
prifoner, and died of his wounds afterwards. 

After palling the Tacazze, the boundary between Sire 
and Samen, we come to that mountainous proviucec alltd 
by the lalt name. A large chain of rugged mountains, 
where is the Jews Rock, (which I lhall often mention ns 
the highcll), reaches from the fouth of Tigre down near to 
Waldubba, the low, hot country that bounds Abyilinia ,on 
the north. It is about 80 miles in length, in few places 
30 broad, and in fome much lefs. It is in great part 
pollelled by Jews, and there Gideon and Judith, king and 
queen of that nation, and, as they fay, of the houle of Judah, 
maintain Rill their ancient lovcrcignty and religion from, 
very early times. 

On 
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On the N. E. of Tigre lies the province of Begemder. 
It borders upon Angot, whole governor is called Angot kas; 
but the whole province now, excepting a few villages, is 
conquered by the Gal la. 

It has Amhara, which runs parallel to it, on the fou'h, 
and is feparated from it by the river Bafhilo,. Both theie 
provinces are bounded by the river Nile on the well. Begcin- 
der is about 180 miles in its greateil length, and Oo in 
breadth, comprehending Lalla, a mountainous province, 
fometinies depending on Begemder, bur often in rebellion. 
The inhabitants are elleemed the bed l'oldiers ill AbvlHnia, 
men of great flrength and daturc, but cruel and uncivilized; 
fo that they are called, in common ouivcrfation and writing, 
the peafants, or barbarians of Lada; tliey pa.) t'. the king 
1000 ounces of gold. 

Several fmall provinces are now ditinc.nhercd from Be¬ 
gemder, fuch as Foggora, a fmall llripe reaching S. and N, 
about 35 miles between Imfras and Data, and about 12 
miles broad from E. to W. from the mountains of Begem¬ 
der to the lake Tzana. On tlie north end of this are two 
fmall governments, Drccda and Karoota, the only territory 
in Abyllinia that produces wine, the merchants trade to 
Caflk and Narca, in the country of the Galla. Wc fpeak of 
thefe territories as they arc in point of right; but when a 
nobleman of great power is governor of the province < i 
Begemder, he values not Idler rights, but unites them all 
to his province. 

Begemder is the ftrengtli-of Abyllinia in lioricmcn. ft V 
laid, that, with Lalla, it can bring out 45,00^ men ; But 
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this, as far as ever I could inform myfelf, is a great exagger¬ 
ation. They are exceeding good foldiers when they are 
pleafed with their general, and the caufe for which they 
fight; otherwife, they are cafily divided, great many private 
interefls being continually kept alive, as it is thought induf- 
trioufly, by government itfelf. It is well flocked with cattle 
of every kind, all very beautiful. The mountains are full 
of iron-mines; they arc not fo fteep and rocky nor fo fre¬ 
quent, as in other provinces, if we except only Laila, and 
abound in all fort of wild fowl and game. 

The fouth end of the province near Nefas Mufa is cut 
into prodigious gullies apparently by floods, of which we 
have no hiftory. It is the great barrier againft the en¬ 
croachments of the Galla; and, by many attempts, they 
have tried to make a fettlement in it, but all in vain. Whole 
tribes of them have been extinguiflied in this their endea¬ 
vour. 

In many provinces of Abyflinia, favour is the only nccef- 
fary to procure the government; others arc given topoorno- 
blemen, that, by fleecing the people, they may grow rich, 
and repair their fortune. But the confecjuence of Begem- 
der is fo well known to the flute, as reaching fo near the 
metropolis, and fupplying it fo conftantly with all forts of 
provifions, that none but noblemen of rank, family, and 
character, able to maintain a large number of troops always 
on foot, and in good order* are trufled with its govern¬ 
ment. 

Immediately next to this is Amhara, between the two 
rivers Bafliilo and Geflicn. The length of this cou ’My 
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from E. to W. is about 120 miles, and its breadth fomething 
more than 40. It is a very mountainous country, full 
of nobility ; the men are reckoned the handfomefl in Abyf- 
finia, as well as the braveft. With the ordinary arms, 
the lance and lhield, they are thought to be fuperior to 
double the number of any other foldiers in the kingdom. 
What, betides, added to the dignity of this province, was the 
high mountain of Gefhcn, or the gralfy mountain, where¬ 
on the king’s fons were formerly imprifoned, till furprifed 
and murdered there in tiie Adelan war. 

Between the two rivers Gefhen and Samba, is a low, un~ 
wholefome, though fertile province, called Walaka; and 
fouthward of that is Upper blioa. This province, or king¬ 
dom, was famous for the retreat it gave to the only remain¬ 
ing prince of the houfe of Solomon, who fled from the- 
maflacre of his brethren by Judith, about the year 900, up¬ 
on the rock of Damo. Here the royal family remained in 
fecurity, and increaied in number, for near 400 years, till 
they were rellored. From thenceforward, as long as the 
king refided in the fouth of his dominions, great tender- 
nefs and diilinclion was ihewn to the inhabitants of this pro¬ 
vince ; and when the king returned again to Tigrc, he a- 
bandoned them tacitly to their own government. 

Amha Yasous, prince at this day, and lineal defeendanr 
of the governor who tirh acknowledged the king, is now 
by connivance fovereign of that province. In order to keep 
himfelf as independent and feparate from the rell of Abyf- 
linia as pofliblc, he has lacrificcd the province of Walaka, 
which belonged to him, to the Galla, who, by liis own dc- 
£rc, have furrounded Shoa 011 every fide. But it is full of 
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the braveft, befthorfemen, and bcft accoutred beyond all com¬ 
panion of any in Abyffinia, and, when they pleafe, they can 
difpoflfefs the Galla. Safe and independent as the prince of 
Shoanowis,heis Hill the loyalift, and the friend to monarchy 
he ever was; and, upon any flgnal diilrefs happening to the 
king, he never failed to fuccour him powerfully with gold 
and troops, far beyond the quota formerly due from his 
province. This Shoa boafts, *likewife, the honour of being 
the native country of Tccla Haimanout, rcflorcr of the line 
of Solomon, the founder of the monallcry and Order of the 
monks of Debra Libanos, and of the power and wealth of 
the Abuna, and the clergy in general, of Abyflinia. 

Gojam, from nortli-caft to foutli-eaft, is about 80 miles 
in length, and 40 in breadth. It is a very flat country, and 
all in pallure; has few mountains, but thefe are very high 
ones, and are chiefly on the banks of the Nile, to the fouth, 
which river furrounds the province; l'o that, to a perfon who 
lhould walk round Gojam, the Nile would be always on his 
left hand, from where it went fouth, falling out of the lake 
Tzana, till it turns north through Fazuclo into the country 
of Senrxaar and Egypt. 

Gojam is full of great herds of cattle, the largeft in the 
high parts of Abyllinia. The men are in the loweft efteem 
as foldiers, but the country is very populous. The Jefuits 
were fettled in many convents throughout the province, 
and are no where half fo much detefled. The monks of 
Gojam arc thole of St Euftathius, which may be called the 
Low Church of Ahyilinia. They are much inclined to tur¬ 
bulence in religious matters, and arc, therefore, always made 
tools by dilcomcntcd people, who have no religion at all. 

2 Ohi 
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ON the fouth-eaft of the kingdom of Gojam is Damot. 
Itds bounded by the Tcmci on the eaft, by the Gult on the 
weft, by the Nile on the fouth, and by the high mountains 
of Amid Amid on the north. It is about 40 miles in length, 
from north to fouth, and fomething more than 20 in breadth 
from eaft to weft. But all this pcninfula, furrounded with 
the river, is called Gojam, in general terms, from a line 
down through the fouth end of the lake to Mine, the palf- 
age of the Nile in the way to Naiea. 

It is furpriilng the Jcfuits, notwhhftanding their long 
abode in Gojam, Have not known where tliis neighbouring 
country of Damot was fituated, but have placed it foutli of 
the Nile. They were often, however, in Damot, when Sc I a 
Chriftos was attempting the conquc.il and eonvenion oi .he 
Agows. 

On the other fide of Amid Amid is the province of the 
Agows, bounded In thoJe mountains on the c.ui ; in ihjte 
and Umhanna, and the country of the Congas, n the weft ; 
by Damot and Cafat upon the fouth, and DmgleUi on the 
north. 


A\a. thofe countries from Abbo, fueh as Gouito, Arooil, 
and Waintuirga, vere formerly inhabited by Agows; bur, 
partly by the war with the G.tlla bevoud the Nile, pa: ity 
bv their ov'n conflant rebellions, this territory, tailed V 1 - 
k ilia, which is etc flat coi-utrv on botli fdes of the Nile, 
is quite uninhabited, and at lad hath been given to colonies 
of peaceable Galia, chiefly Djav.i, who i: 11 the whole !.w 
country to the i’o.-t of the mountains Afeemaiha, in place 
or tiie Agows, the lit ft occupiers. 

Vor. iJI. Kk M.emiiA, 



2 S S TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

Maitsha, from the flatnefs of the country, not draining 
foon after the rains, is in all places wet, but in many, miry 
and marfhy; it produces little or no corn, but depends en¬ 
tirely upon a plant called Enfete*, which furnifhes the 
people both with wholefome and delicate food throughout 
the year. For the reft, this province abounds in large fine 
cattle, and breeds fome indifferent horfes. 

Upon the mountains, above Maitftia, is the country of 
the Agows, the richeft province ftill in Abyffinia, not- 
withftanding the multitude of devaftations it has fuffered. 
They lie round the country above deferibed, from Aforma- 
flia to Quaquera, where are the heads of two large rivers, 
the Kelti and Brand. Thefe are called the Agows of Damot, 
from their nearnefs to that province, in contradiftindlion to 
the Agows of Lafta, who are called Tcheratz-Agow, from 
Tclicra, a principal town, tribe, and diflridl near Lafta and 
Begemder. 

The Gafats, inhabiting a fmall diftridf adjoining to the 
Galla, have alfo diftindt languages, fo have the Gallathem- 
felves, of whom we have often fpok.cn ; they are a large na¬ 
tion. 

From Dingleber all along the lake, below the mountains 
bounding Guefgue and Kuara, is called Dcmbca. This low 
province on the fouth of Gondar, and Woggora the fmall 
high province on the eaft, arc all fown with wheat, and are 
the granaries of Abyffinia. Dembea feems once to have 

been 
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been occupied entirely by the lake, and we fee all over it 
marks that cannot be miftaken, fo that this large extent of 
water is vifibly upon the decreafe; and this agrees with 
what is obferved of ftagnant pools in general throughout the 
world. Dembea is called Atte-Kolla, the king's food , or main¬ 
tenance, its produce being afligned for the fupplying of 
the king’s houfehold. It is governed by an officer called 
Cantiba; it is a lucrative poll; but he is nor reckoned one 
of the great officers of the empire, and has no place in 
council. 

South from Dembea is Kuara, a very mountainous pro¬ 
vince confining upon the Pagan blacks, or Shangalla, called 
Gongas and Guba, the Macrobii of the ancients. It is a 
very unwholefome province, but abounding in g'Id, not of 
its own produce, but that of its neighbourhood, thefe Pa¬ 
gans—Cuba, Nuba, and Shangalla. Kuara fignifies the 
fun, and Beja (that is Atbara, and the low parts of Scnnaar, 
the country of the Shepherds, adjoining) fignifics the moon, 
in the language of thefe Shangalla. Thefe names are fome 
remains of their ancient fuperilitions. Kuara was the 
native country of the Iteghe, or queen-regent, of Kalinati 
Elhte, Welled dc l’Oul, Gucta, Eufebius, and Palambaras 
Mammo. 

In the low country of Kuara, near to Scnnaar, there is a 
fettlement of Pagan blacks called Gan jar. They are mollly 
cavalry, and live entirely by hunting and plundering the 
Arabs of Atbara and Fazuclo. Their origin is this : Upon 
the invafion of the Arabs after the coming of Mahomet, the 
black Haves defertedfrom their mailers, the Shepherds, and 
took up their habitation, where they have not considerably 

K k 2 multiplied. 
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multiplied, othc nvife than hy the acceffion of vagrants anti' 
fugitives vein an they get from both kingdoms. They are 
generally under the command of the governor of Kuara, and 
were Ih when I was in Abvllima, though thev refufed 
to foil _>w their governor C >que Aboil iiarea to fight a- 
gain ft Michael, but whether from fear or affection I k now- 
no t ; 1 believe the former. 

The governor of Kuara is one of the great officers of 
date, and, being the king’s lieutenant-general, has ahiohue 
power in his province, and carries fend."uk and mignrett. His 
kettle-drums are ftlver, and his privilege is to beat thefe 
drums even in marching through the capital, which no 
governor of a province is permitted to do, none but the 
king’s nagarcus or kettle-drums being fullered to be beat 
there, or any wherein a town wheie the king is ; but the 
governor of Kuara is intitlcd to continue heating his drums 
till he comes to the foot of the outer flair of the king’s 
palace. This privilege, from fome good behaviour of the 
jirll officer to whom the command was given, was confer¬ 
red upon the poll by David II. called Degami Daid, who 
conquered the province from the Sbcpinrds , its ohl inhabi¬ 
tants. 

Naha, and Ras cl Feel, Tchclga, and on to Tcherkin, is a 
frontier wholly inhabited by Mahometans. Its government 
is generally given to a flranger, often to a Mahometan, but 
one of that faith is always deputy-governor. The life of 
keeping troops here is to defend the friendly Arabs and 
Shepherds, who remain in their allegiance to Abyilinia, from 
the refentment of the Arabi of Sennaar, their neighbours ; 
and, by means of .hefc friendly Arabs and Shepherds, fecure 

a con- 
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2 eonftant fupply of hoiks for the king’s troop*. It is a 
baircn flripc of a very hot, unwholcfome country, full of 
thick woods, and lit only fur hunting. The inhalwam*, 
fugitives from all nations, are chiefly Mahometans, but veiy 
bold and expert horfemcn, ailing no other \vca;> >n bin the 
broad Avoid, with which they attack the elephant and 
rhinoceros. 


Tiif.re are many other fmall provinces, which occalion- 
ally are annexed, and fometimes are feparateJ. inch as Guei- 
guc, to the caAward of Kuara; Walduhha, between the 1 i\ ers 


Guangue and An grab; Tzegade and Walkayt on the well 
fide of Walduhha ; Abcrgale and Selawa in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Bcgenulcr; Tembcn, Dobas, Giannamora, Litr, aiid 
Engana, in tlic neighbourhood of Tigrc, and many others: 
Such at lcaft was the Aatc of the country in mv tinny \cry 
different in all icfpccts from what it has been rcprelental. 
As to the precedency of thefe provinces we Hi all further 
{peak, when we come to mention the ofliccrs ot irate and 
internal government in this country. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Various Cujioms in Abyjjinia fimilar to thofe in Perfia y ldc.—A bloody 

Banquet defcribed y &c. 

F OR the fake of regularity, I fhall here notice what 
might clearly be inferred from what is gone before. 
The crown of Abyflinia is hereditary, and has always been 
fo, in one particular family, fuppofcd to be that of Solomon 
by the queen of Saba, Negcfta Azab, or queen of the fouth. 
It is neverthelefs elective in this line ; and there is no law 
of the land, nor cuftom, which gives the cldelt fon an ex- 
clufive title to fucceed to his father. 

Tiie pra&ice has indeed been quire the contrary : when, 
at the death of a king, his fons are old enough to govern, 
and, by fome accident, not yet fent prifoners to the moun¬ 
tain, then the eldcft, or he that is next, and not confined, ge¬ 
nerally takes pofleffion of the throne by the ftrength of his 
father’s friends ; but if no heir is then in the low country, 
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die choice of the king is always according to the w ill of the 
miniflcr, which palles for that of the people; and, his incli¬ 
nation and interclt being to govern, he never fails to choofe 
an infant whom thereafter he direifts, ruling the kingdom 
absolutely during the minority, which generally exhaufts,. 
or is equal to the term of his life. 

From this flow all the misfortunes of this unhappy coun¬ 
try. This very defect arifes from a delire to inftitute a more 
than ordinary perfect form of government; for the Abyf- 
finians firfl pofition was, “Woe be to the kingdom whofe 
king is a childand this they know mult often happen 
when fucccfiion is left to the courfc of nature. But when 
there was a choice to be made out of two hundred perfons 
all of the fame family, all capable of reigning, it was their 
own fault, they thought, if they had not always a prince of 
proper age and qualification to rule the kingdom, according 
to the necefiities of the times, and to preferve the fuccellion 
of the family in the houfe of Solomon, agreeable to the 
laws of the land. And indeed it has been this manner of 
reafoning, good at firfl view, though found afterwards blit 
too fallacious, which has ruined their kingdom in parr, and 
often brought the whole into the utmoil hazard and jeo¬ 
pardy. 

The king is anointed with plain oil of olives, which, be¬ 
ing poured upon the crown of his head, he rubs into his 
long hair indecently enough with both his hands, pretty 
much as his lbldicrs do with theirs when they get accefs to 
plenty of butter. 


Tbs. 
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The crown is made in the fhapc of a prieft’s mitre, or 
head-piece; it is a kind of helmet,covering the king’s fore¬ 
head, cheeks, and neck. It is lined with blue tafi'ety; the 
outfide is half gold and half filver, of the moll beautiful fil- 
ligrane work. 


The crown, in Joas’s time, was burnt, with part of the pa¬ 
lace, on that day when Ras Michael’s dwarf was Ihot in his 
own houfc before him. The prefent was fince made by 
the Creeks from Smyrna, who have large appointments 
here, and work with very great taile and elegance, though 
tliev have not near lb much encouragement as formerly. 

Upon the top of the crown was a hah of red glafs, or 
clirytlal, with feveral bells of different colours within it. It 
leems to me to have formerly been no better than part of 
the Hopper of a glafs-decanter. «l)c that as it may, it was 
loft in Yafous’s time at the defeat of Sennaar, It was found, 
however, by a Mahometan, and brought by Guangoul, chief 
of the bertuma Galla, to the frontiers of 1 igre, where Mi¬ 
chael, governor of that province, went with an army in great 
ceremony to lcccive it, and, returning with it, gave it to 
king Yafous, making thereby a great advance towards the 
king’s favour. 

Some people*, among the other unwarranted things they 
have advanced, have laid, 1 hat, at the king’s coronation, a 
gold ear-ring is put into his cars, and a drawn Avoid into 
his hand, and that all the people fall down and worfhip 
2 him; 
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him; but there is no fucli ceremony in ufe, and exhibi¬ 
tions of this kind, made by the king in public, at no period 
feem to have fuited the genius of this people. Formerly his 
face was never fecn, nor any part of him, excepting fome- 
times his foot. lie fits in a kind of balcony, with lattice- 
windows and curtains before him. Even yet he covers his 
face on audiences or public occafions, and when in judg¬ 
ment. O 11 cafes of treal'on, tie fits within his balcony, and 
fpeaks through a hole in the fide of it, to an officer called 
Kal-Hatze, the “ voice or word of the king,” by whom lie 
fends his qudlions, or any thing clfe that occurs, to the 
judges who are fee ted at the council-table. 

The king goes to church regularly, his guards taking 
pofTeflion of every avenue and door through which he is to 
pafs, and nobody is allowed to enter with him, becaufe he 
is then on foot, excepting two officers of his bed-chamber 
who fupport him. He kilfes the thrcfhold and fide-pods 
of the church door, the Heps before the altar, anti then re¬ 
turns home: fometimes there is fervice in the church, 
fometimes there is not; but lie takes no notice of the dif¬ 
ference. He rides up flairs into the prcfence-chambcr on 
a mule, and lights immediately on the carpet before his 
throne; and I have fometimes fecn great indecencies com¬ 
mitted by the laid mule in the prcfence-chambcr, upon a 
Pcrfian carpet. 

An officer called Scrach M a fiery, with a long whip, be¬ 
gins cracking and making a noilc, worf'e than twenty 
French poiiiilions, at the door of the palace before the dawq 
of day. This chafes away the hyaena and other wild beads; 
this, too, is the fignai for the king’s riling, who fits in judg- 

Vol. III. I< 1 meat 
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ment every morning failing, and after that, about eight 
o’clock, he goes to breakfaft. 

There are fix noblemen of the king’s own ehoofing. 
Who are called Baalomaal*, or gentlemen of his bed-cham¬ 
ber ; four of thefe are always with him. There is a Se¬ 
venth, who is the chief of thefe, called Azelefla el Camiflia* 
groom of the robe, or Hole. He is keeper of the king’s 
wardrobe, and'the firft officer of the bed-chamber. Thefe 
officers, the black Haves, and fome others, ferve him as me¬ 
nial fervants, and are in a degree of familiarity with him 
unknown tft the reft of the fubje&s- 

When the king fits to confult upon civil matters of confe¬ 
rence, he is {hut up in a kind of box oppofite to the head of 
the council table. The perfons that deliberate fit at the table, 
6nd, according to their rank, give their voices, the youngeft; or 
Ipweft officer always fpeaking firft. The firft that give their 
*otcs are the Shalaka, or colonels of the houfehold-troops. 
The fecond are the great butlers, men that have the charge 
of the king’s drink. The third is the Badjerund, or keeper 
of that apartment in the palace called the lions houfe ; and 
after thefe the keeper of the banqueting-houfe. The next 
is called Lika Magwafs, an officer that always goes before 
the king to hinder the prefifure of the crowd. In war, when 
the king is marching, he rides conftanrly round him at a 
certain ffiftance, and carries his fliicld, and his lance; at 
ieaft he carries a. filvcr ftiield, and a lance pointed with the 
fame metal, before fuch kings as do not choofe to expofe 
tffieir perfon. That, however, was not the cafe in my time, 
os the king carried the ftiield himfelf, black and unadom- 

^ _ed, 
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ed, of good buffalo’s hide, and his fpear lharp-pointed with 
iron. His filver ornaments were only ufed when the cam¬ 
paign was over, when thefe were carried by this officer. 
Great was the refpetft ffiewed formerly to this king in war, 
and even when engaged in battle with rebels, his own fub- 
je<Sts. 

No prince ever loft his life in battle till the coming of 
the Europeans into Abyffinia, when both the excommuni¬ 
cating and murdering of their fovereigns feem to have 
been introduced at the fame time. The reader will fee, in 
the courfe of this hiftory, two inftances of this rcfpe< 5 t being 
ftill kept up: the one at the battle of Limjour, where Fafil, 
pretending that he was immediately to attack Ras Michael, 
defired that the king might be dreffed in his infignia, left, 
not being known, he might be flain by the ftranger Galla. 
The next was after the battle of Serbraxos, where the king 
was thrice in one day engaged with the Begemdcr troops 
for a confidcrable fpace of time. Thefe infignia, or marks 
of royalty, are a white horfe, with fmall filver bells at his 
head, a Ihield of filver, and a white fillet of fine filk or muf- 
lin, but generally the latter, fome inches broad, which is 
tied round the upper part of the head over his hair, with a 
large double or bow-knot behind, the ends hanging down 
to the fmall of his back, or elfe flying in the air. 

After the Lika Magwafs comes the Palambaras ; after him 
the Fit-Auraris; then the Gera Kafmati, and the Kanya Kafma* 
ti, their names being derived from their rank or order in en¬ 
camping, the one on the right, the other on the left of the 
king’s tent; Kanya and Gera fignifying the right and the 
left ; after them the Dakakin Billetana Gueta, or the under 

L 1 a chamberlain. 
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chamberlain; then the fccretary * for the king’s com¬ 
mands; after him the right and left Azages, or generals; 
after them Rak Maficry, after him the bafha, after him 
Kafmaii of Damot, then of Samen, then Amhara, and, laft 
of all, Tigrc, before whom hands a golden cup upon a cu- 
fliion, and he is called Nebrit , as being governor of Axum, 
or keeper of the book of the law fuppofed to be there. 

After the governor of Tigre comes the Acab Saat, or 
guardian of the fire, and the chief ecclefiaftical officer of 
the king’s houfehold. Some have faid that this officer was 
appointed to attend the king at the time of eating, and that 
it was his province to order both meat and drink to be with¬ 
drawn whenever he faw the king inclined to excefs. If this 
was really his office, he never ufed it in my time, nor, as 
far as I could learn, for feveral reigns before. Befides, no 
king cats in public, or before any perfon but Haves; and he 
never would chufe that time to commit excefs, in which he 
might be controulcd by a fubjeft, even if it was that fub- 
jc&’s right to be prefent when the king eats, as k is not. 

After the Acab Saat comes the firfi mailer of the houfe¬ 
hold ; then the Bctwudct, or Ras; lafi of all the king gives 
his fentence, which is final, and fends it to the table, from 
the balcony where he is then fitting, by the officer called, as 
aforementioned, Kal-Hatze. 

We meet in Abyffinia with various ufages, which many 
have hitherto thought to be peculiar to thofe ancient na¬ 
tions 
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tions in which they were firft obferved; others, not fo learn¬ 
ed, have thought they originated in Abyflinia. I {hall firft 
take notice of thofe that regard the king and court. 

The kings of Perfia*, like thefc we are fpeaking of, were 
eligible in one family only, that of the Arfacidte, and it was 
not till that race failed they chofe Darius. The title of the 
king of Abyflmia is, King of Kings; and fuch Daniel f tells us 
was that of Nebuchadnezzar. The right of primogeniture 
does not fo prevail in Abyflinia as to exclude clc&ion in the 
perfon of the younger brothers, and this was likewife the 
cafe in Perfia 

In Perfia § a preference was underftood to be due to the 
king’s lawful children; but there w r ere inftances of the na¬ 
tural child being preferred to the lawful one. Darius, tho* 
a baftard, was preferred to Ifogius, Xerxes’s lawful fon, and 
that merely by the election of the people. The fame has 
always obtained in Abyflinia. A very great part of their 
kings are adulterous baftards; others arc the iflue of coi*. 
cubines, as we {hall fee hereafter, but they have been pre¬ 
ferred to the crown by the influence of a party, always un¬ 
der name of the Voice of the People. 

Although the Perfian kings [| had various palaces to 
which they removed at different times in the year, Pafagar- 
da, the metropolis oi their ancient kings, w r us oblcrved as 

the 
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the only place for their coronation; and this, too, was the 
cafe of Abyflinia with their metropolis of Arum. 

The next remarkable ceremony in which thefe two na¬ 
tions agreed, is that of adoration, inviolably obferved in A- 
byflinia to this day, as often as you enter the fovereign’s 
prefence. This is not only kneeling*, but an abfolute pro¬ 
bation. You firft fall upon your knees, then upon the 
palms of your hands, then incline your head and body till 
your forehead touch the earth; and, in cafe you have an 
anfwer to expedt, you lie in that pofture till the king, or 
fomebody from him, delires you to rife. This, too, was the 
cuftom of Pcrlia; Arrian f fays this was firft inftituted by 
Cyrus, and this was precifcly the pofture in which they a- 
dored God, mentioned in the book of Exodus. 

Though the refufal of this ceremony would, in Abyflinia 
and Perfia, be looked upon as rebellion or infult, yet it feems 
in both nations to have met with a mitigation with regard 
to ftrangers, who have refufed it without giving any of¬ 
fence. I remember a Mahometan being twice fent by the 
prince of Mecca into Abyflinia during my ftay there, who, 
neither time, would go farther than to put his hands acrofs 
upon his breaft, with no very great inclination of his head; 
and this 1 faw was not thought fo extraordinary as to give 
offence, as it was all he did to his own fovereign and matter. 

We read, indeed, of a very remarkable inftance of the 
difpenfing with that ceremony being indiredtly, yet plain- 

4 iy. 
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ly, refufed in Perfia to ftrangers. Conon *, the Athe¬ 
nian, had occafion for an interview with Artaxcrx.es, 
k'ng of Perfia, upon matters of great concern to both 
Pates ; “ You {hall be introduced to the king by me, fays 
the Perfian minifter to Conon, without any delay ; do 
you only firft confider with yourfelf, whether it is real¬ 
ly of any confequence that you fhould fpeak with the 
king yourfelf, or whether it would not be as well for you 
to convey to him, by letter, any thing you have to fay; for 
it is abfolutely neceffary, if you are introduced into the 
king’s prefence, that you fall down upon your face and 
worfhip him. If this is difagreeable or ofFenfive to you, 
your bufinefs flhall neverthelefs be equally well and quick¬ 
ly done by me.” To which Conon very fenfibly replied, 
“ For my part, it never can be ofFenfive to me to Ihew every 
degree of refpeCt poflible to the perfon of a king. I only 
am afraid that this falutation may be mifmterpreted by my 
citizens, who, being themfelves a fovereign date, may look 
upon this fubmiflion of their ambaflador as a reproach to 
themfelves,and inconfiftent with their independency.” Conon, 
therefore, defired to wave his introduction, and that his bu¬ 
finefs might be done by letters, which was complied with 
accordingly. 

I have already mentioned tranfiently the circumfiance of 
the king not being feen when fitting in council. The man¬ 
ner of it is this : When he had bufinefs formerly, he fat 
conftantly in a room of his palace, which communicated 
with, the audience and council by two folding doors or 

large 
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large windows, the bottom of which were about three Reps 
from the ground. Thcfe doors, or windows, were latticed 
with crofs bars of wood like a cage, and a thin curtain, or 
veil of taffety filk was hung within it; fo that, upon darken¬ 
ing the inner chamber, the king faw every perfon in the 
chamber without, while he himfelf was not feen at all. 
Juftin * tells us, that the perfon of the king of Pcrfia was 
hid to give a greater idea of his majefly; and under Deioces, 
king of the Medes, a law was made that nobody might kv >k 
upon the king ; but the conftant wars in which Abyflk a 
has been engaged, fince the Mahometans took poflellion of 
Adel, have occafioncd this troublefome cuftom to be wholly 
laid afide, unlefs on particular public occafions, and at coun¬ 
cil, when they are ftill obferved with the ancient ftriftnefs. 
And we find, in the hiftory of Abyflinia, that the army and 
kingdom haveoften owed their fafety to the pcrlonal behavi¬ 
our and circumftancc of the king diftinguifhing and expo- 
fing himfelf in battle, which advantage they mull have loft 
had the ancient cuftom been obferved. However, to this 
day, when he is abroad riding, or fitting in any of his 
apartments at home where people are admitted, his head 
and forehead are perfectly covered, and one of his hands 
covers his mouth, fo that nothing but his eyes are feen; 
his feet, too, arc always covered. 

We learn from Apuleus, that this was a cuftom in Perfia ? 
and this gave an opportunity to the magi to place Oropaf- 
tus, the brother of Cambyfes, upon the throne, inftead of 
Merdis who fhoukl have fucceeded ; but the covering of the 
face made the difference pafs unpcrceived. 

1 It 
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It is the conftant practice in Abyflinia to befet the king’s 
doors and windows within his hearing, and there, from 
early morning to night, to cry for juftice as loud as poflible, 
in a diftreffed and complaining tone, and in all the different 
languages they are mailers of, in order to their being ad¬ 
mitted to have their fuppofcd grievances heard. In a coun¬ 
try fo ill governed as Abyffinia is, and fo perpetually invol¬ 
ved in war, it may be ealily fuppofcd there is no want of 
people, who have real injuries and violence to complain of; 
But if it were not fo, this is fo much the conftant ufage, 
that when it happens (as in the midft of the rainy feafon) 
that few people can approach the capital, or Hand without 
in fuch bad weather, a let of vagrants arc provided, main¬ 
tained, and paid, whofe foie bufmefs it is to cry and lament, 
as if they had been really very much injured and oppreffed ; 
and this they tell you is for the king’s honour, that he may 
not be lonely by the palace being too quiet. This, of all their 
abfurd cuftoms, was the moll grievous and troublcfome to 
me ; and, from a knowledge that it was fo, the king, when 
he was private, often permitted himfelf a piece of rather 
•odd divcriion to be a royal one. 

Tnr.RF. would fometimes, while I was bnfy in my room in 
the rainy lea ion, be four or live bundled people, who all at 
once would begin, fome roaring and (r\ ing, as if they were 
in pain, others demanding juftice, as if they were that mo¬ 
ment fullering, or if in the inllant to he put to death ; and 
fome groaning and fobbing as if juft expiring; and this 
horrid iymphonv was fo artfully performed that no ear 
could diilinguilh but that it proceeded from real dill refs. 

I was often lb furpriled as to lend the l'oldiers at the door to 
bring in one of them, thinking him come irom the country. 

Vol. III. 3M m to 
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to examine who had injured him; many a time he was a 
fcrvant of my own, or fome other equally known; or, if he 
was a ftrangcr, upon alking him what misfortune had be¬ 
fallen him, he would anfwer very compofedly, Nothing was 
the matter with him; that he had been fleeping all day 
with the horfes; that hearing from the foldiers at the door 
I was retired to my apartment, he and his companions had 
conic ro cry and make a noife under my window, to do me 
honour before the people, for fear I fhoulcl be melancholy, 
by being too quiet when alone; and therefore hoped that 
I would order them drink, that they might continue with 
a little more fpirit. The violent anger which this did often 
put me into did not fail to be punctually reported to the 
king, at which lie would laugh heartily; and he himfclf 
was often hid not far off, for the fake of being a fpe&ator 
of my heavy difpleafure. 

These complaints, whether real or feigned, have always 
for their burden, Rrte 0 Jon hoi , which, repeated quick, very 
much refemblcs Prete Janni, the name that was given to 
this prince, of which we never yet knew the derivation ; 
its lignification is, “ Do me judicc, O my king!’* 

Herodotus* tells us, that in Perfia, the people, in great 
crowds and of both fexes, come roaring and crying to the 
doors of the palace; and Intaphernes is alfo faid to come 
to the door of the king making great lamentations. 

i I HAVE 


v Herod- lib. ii\ 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


*7.7 

I have mentioned a council of Rate held in Abyflinia in 
time of danger or difficulty, where the king fitting invihblc, 
though prelent, gives his opinion by an officer called Kal- 
Hatze. Upon his delivering the fentence from the king 
the whole afleinbly rife, and hand upon their feet; and this 
they mull have done the whole time the council tailed had 
the king appeared there in perfon. According to the cir- 
cumflanccs of the rime, the king goes with the majority, or 
not; and it, upon a divifion, there is a majoriry againh iiim, 
he often puniflic> the majority on the other fide, bv lending 
them to prifon for voting againh his fentiments ; for tho* 
it is underhood, by calling of the meeting, that the majori¬ 
ty is to determine as to the eligibility of the meafurc, the 
king, by his prerogative, fuperiedes any majorin' on tire 
other fide, and fo far, I fnppofc, has been an encroachment 
upon the original conhitution. Tins 1 underhand was the 
fame in l’crlia. 

Xerxes :l \ being about to declare war againh the Greeks, 
aflembled all the principal chiefs of Aha in council. “ That 
I may not, fays he, be thought to ntf only by mv own judg¬ 
ment, I have called you together. At the lame time, I 
think proper to intimate to vou, thru it is your duty to 
obey mv will, rather than enter into any deliberation or re- 
monltranccs of your own.” 

We will now compare fome particulars, the drefs and 
ornaments of the two kings. The king of Abyflinia wears 
his hair long ; fo did the ancient kings of Pcrfia. We learn 
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this circumftance from Suetonius and Aurelius Victor*. A 
comet had appeared in the war with Perfia, and was looked 
uj.wii by the Romans as a bad omen. Vefpalian laughed at 
it, and faid, it it portended any ill it was to the king of Per- 
fia, becaufe, like him , it wore long hair. 

The diadem was, with the Pcrlians, a mark of royalty, as 
with the Abyllinians, being compoied of the fame mate¬ 
rials, and worn in the fame manner. The king of Abyflinia 
wears it, while marching, as a mark of f'ovcreignry, that 
does not impede or incommode him, as any other heavier 
ornament would do, efpecially in hot weather. This fillet 
furrounds his head above the hair, leaving the crown per¬ 
fectly uncovered. It is an offence of the fird magnitude for 
any perfon, at tltis time, to wear any thing upon his head, 
efpecially white, unlcfs for Mahometans, who wear caps* 
and over them a large white turban ; or for pricfls, who 
wear large turbans of muflin alfo,. 

This was the diadem of the Perfians, as appears from 
Lucian f, who calls it a white fillet about the forehead. In 
the dialogue between Diogenes and Alexander, the head is 
faid to be tied round with a white fillet f; and Pavorinus, 
fpeaking of Pompcy, whofe leg was wound round with a 
white bandage, fays, It is no matter on what part of the 
body he wears a diadem. We read in Judin ||, that Alexan¬ 
dra leaping from his horfe,by accident wounded Lyhnmchns 
in the forehead with the point of his fpear, and the blood 

gufhed 
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gtifhcd out fo violently that it could not be Ranched, till 
the king took the diadem from his head, and vuh it 
bound up the wound; which at that time was looked 
upon as an omen that Lyfmiachus was to be king, and io 
it foon after happened. 

The kings of AbyfTinia anciently fat upon a gold throne, 
which is a large, convenient,oblong, lcjuare teat, like a final 1 
bed-Read, covered with Pcrlian carpets, damalk, and cloth of 
gold, with Reps leading up to it. Jt is Rdl richly gi! led ; 
but the many revolutions and wars have much abridged 
their ancient magnificence. The portable throne was a gt Id 
Rod, like that curtile Rool or chair uled by the R mans, 
which we fee on medals. It was, in the Begcmdcr war, 
changed to a very beautiful one of the fame form inlaid 
with gold. Xerxes is faid to have been fpeetator of a natal 
light iitiing upon a gold Rod *. 

Ir is, in AbviTinia, high-treafim to fit upon any feat of 
the king’s ; and he that prefumed to do this would be in- 
Ranrlvhewn to pieces, if there was nor fome other collaicr- 
al proof of his being a madman; '1 he reader will find, in 
the courfe of mv hillory, a very ridiculous accident on tins 
lubject, in the king’s tent, with Cuangoul, king of the Ber- 
tunu Galla. 

It is probable that Alexander had heard of this law in 
Perfia, and difapproved of it; for one day, it being extreme¬ 
ly cold, the king, fitting in Ins chair before the fire, wann¬ 
ing 
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ing and chaffing his legs, law a foldicr, probably a Perfiaft, 
who had loft his feeling by extreme numbnefs. The king 
immediately leaped from his chair, and ordered the foldicr 
to be let down upon it. The fire foon brought him to his 
fenJes, but he had almoft loll them again with fear, by find¬ 
ing himfelf in the king’s feat. To whom Alexander laid, 
“ Remember, and dillinguiffi, how much more advantage- 
“ ous to man my government is titan that of the kings 
“ of Pcrfiaf By fitting down on my feat, you have laved 
“ your life ; by fitting an theirs, you would infallibly have 
“ loft it.” 

In Abvffinia it is confidered as a fundamental law of the 
land, that none of the royal family, who lias any deformity 
or bodily defect, lira'll be allowed to fuccced to the crown; 
and, for this purpofe, any of the princes, who may have 
efraped from the mountain of Weehne, and wlio are after¬ 
wards taken, are mutilated in fontc of their members, that 
thus they may be diiqualificd from ever lucceeding. In 
Perfia the fame was obferved. Procopius t tells us, that Za¬ 
nies, the fon of Cabadcs, was excluded from the throne bc- 
caufe he was blind of one eye, the law of Perlia prohibit¬ 
ing any peribn that had a bodily defect to be elected king. 

Tiie kings of Abvffinia were fcldom fecn by their ftib- 
jcCts. Juftin $ lavs, the Pci lians hid the peribn of their king 
to increale their reverence for his majelly. And it was a 
law of Dcioccs §, king of the Medcs, that nobody fhould be 

permitted 
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permitted to fee the king; which regulation was as ancient 
as the time of Semiramis, whole ion, Ninvas, is laid to have 
grown old in the palace, without ever having been known 
by being feen out of it. 

Tins abfurd ufage gave rife to manyabufes. In Perfia* 
it produced two officers, who were called the king’s eyes, 
and the king’s car, and who had the dangerous employ¬ 
ment, I mean dangerous for the fubjeft, of feeing and hear¬ 
ing for their fovercign. In Abyffinia, as 1 have juft laid, it 
created an officer called the king’s mouth, or voice, for, being 
feen by nobody, he fpoke of courfc in the third perfon, 
“ Hear what the king fays to you, which is the ufual form of all 
regal mandates in Abyffinia; and what follows has the force 
of law. In the fame flile, Jofephus thus begins an edict 
of Cyrus king of Perfia, “ Cyrus the king fays t,”—And fpeak- 
ing of Cambyi'cs’s refeript, “ Cambyfes the king fays thus ”— 
And Ffdras alfo, “Thus faith Cyrus king of Perfia J,”-— 
And Nebuchadnezzar fays to Iloloferncs, “ 1 bus faith the 
Great King, Lord of the whole earth—and this was pro¬ 
bably the origin of edicts, when writing was little ufed by 
fovereigns, anti little undcrflood by the lubject. 

Solemn hunting-matches were always in ufc both with 
the kings of Abyffinia and thole of Perfia !;. In both king¬ 
doms it was a crime for a fubjetf to llrike the game till 
fucli time as the king had thrown his lane eat it. Tins ab¬ 
furd cufloni was repealed by Artaxerxes Longimanus in one 

kingdom ; 
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kingdom*, and by Yafous the Great in the other, fo late as 
the beginning of the laft century. 

The kings of Abyffmia are above all laws. They are 
fupreme in all caufes ccclefiaftical and civil; the land and 
perfons of their fubjects are equally their property, and 
every inhabitant of their kingdom is born their Have; if 
he bears a higher rank it is by the king’s gift; for his near- 
eft relations are accounted nothing better. The fame ob¬ 
tained in Pcrfia. Ariftotle calls the Perflan generals and 
nobles, flaves of the great king j\ Xerxes, reproving Pythetis 
the Lydian when feeking to excufe one of his Ions from 
going to war, fays, “ You that are my flave, and bound to 
follow me with your wife and all your family X -"—And Go- 
brvas§ fays to Cyrus, “ I deliver myfelf to you, at once your 
companion and your flave.” 

There arc fevcral kinds of bread in Abyllinia, feme of 
different forts of teff, and fome of tocuffo, which alfo vary 
in quality. The king of Abyllinia cats of wheat bread, 
though not of every wheat, but of that only that grows in 
the province of Dembca, therefore called the king’s food. It 
was fo with the kings of Pcrfla, who ate wheat bread, He¬ 
rodotus fays, but only of a particular kind, as we learn from 
btrabo |j, 

I have Ihewn, in the courfe of the foregoing hiflory, that 
it always has been, and flill is the euilom of tlic kings of 

2 Abyllinia 
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Abyflinia, to marry what number of wives they choofc; 
that thefe were not, therefore, all queens ; but that among 
them there was one who was confidcrcd particularly as 
queen, and upon her head was placed the crown, and flic 
was called Itcghc. 

Thus, in Pcrfia, we read that Ahafuerus loved Either % 
who had found grace in his fight more than the other vir¬ 
gins, and he had placed a golden crown upon her head. 
And Jofephus f informs us, that, when Either^ was brought 
before the king, he was exceedingly delighted with her, 
and made her his lawful wife, and when flic came into the 
palace he put a crown upon her head : whether placing 
the crown upon the queen’s head had any civil effect 
as to regency in Pcrfia as it had in Abyflinia, is what biff .; y 
docs not inform us. 

I have already obferved, that there is an officer called 
Scrach Maflcrv, who watches before the kingh gate ail 
night, and at the dawn of day cracks a whip to chacc the 
w ild bcalls out of the town. This, too, is the fignal for 
the king Lo rife, and lit down in his judginem-fc.it. The 
fame cullom was obferved in Pcrfia. Early in the morning 
an officer entered the king’s chamber, and fa id to him “ A- 
rile, O king! and take charge of thole matters which Oro- 
mahles has appointed you to the care of." 

Vol. III. N n Tin; 

v E.'Uicr, ilmp. li. + j. r.-p’i ti'>. \>. cap. 6. 
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The king of Abyllinia never is feen to walk, nor to fet 
liis foot upon the ground, out of his palace ; and when he 
would dil'mount from the horfeor mule on which he rides, 
he has a fervant with a ilool, who places it properly for 
him for that purpofe. He rides into the anti-chamber to the 
foot of his throne, or to the ilooi placed in the alcove of his 
tent. We are told by Athenacus % inch was the practice in 
Tenia, whole king never let his foot upon the ground out of 
his palace. 

Tup. king of Abyllinia very often judges capital crimes 
himfelf. It is reckoned a favourable judicature, Inch as, 
Claudian fays, that of a king in peribn lliould be, “ Pigcr ad 
pa'tus , adptwuiL vclox.” No man is condemned by the king in 
peribn to die for the iirlt fault, unlefs the crime be of a 
horrid nature, fuell as parricide or lacrilegc. And, in general, 
:hc life and merits of the prifoner are weighed againfl his 
immediate guilt ; fo that if his full behaviour has had more 
merit towards the Hate than his preient delincpiencv is 
rhought to have injured it, the one is placed fairlv again ft 
die other, and tire accufed is generally abfolvcd when the 
sovereign judges alone. 

Herodotus t praifes this as a maxim of the kings of I'cr- 
ua in capital judgments almoft in the very words that I 
nave jufl now ut’cd ; and lie gives an inftancc of it:—Darius 
had condemned Sandoecs, one of the king’s judges, to be 
> rucilicd for corruption, that is, for having giv en falle judg¬ 
ment for a bribe. The man was alrcadv lnmg up on tlic 
crot's, when tlic king, (onlidcring with himfelf Iicw many 
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good ferviccs he had done, previous to this, the on!v offence 
which he had committed, ordered him robe pardoned. 


The Pcrfian king, in all expeditions, was attended by 
judges. We find in Herodotus % that, in the expedition of 
Cambyfes, ten of the principal Egyptians were condemned 
to die by thefe judges for every Pcrfian that had been flain by 
the people of Memphis. Six judges always attend the king 
of Abvflinia to the camp, and, before them, rebels taken on 
the field are tried and punifhed on the fpot. 

People that the king diflinguifbed by favour, or for any 
public action, were in both kingdoms prefented with gold 
chains, fwords, and bracelets 1. Thei'e in Abvflinia are un- 
dcrilood to be chiefly rewards of military fervice ; yet Voneet 
received a gold chain from Yafous the Great. The day 
before rhe battle of Scrbraxos, Ayto Engedan received a 
filvcr bridle and faddle, covered with fdver plates, from 
Ras Michael ; and the night after that battle I was myfelf 
honoured with a gold chain from the king upon my re¬ 
conciliation with Gucbra Mafcal, who, for his behaviour 
that day, had a large revenue moil dcfervedly afligned to 
liim, and a confidcrable territory, confiding of a number 
of rich villages, a prefent known to be more agreeable to 
him than a mere mark of honour. 

A stranger of fafliion, particularly recommended as I 
was, not needy in point of money, nor depending from day 
to day upon government for fubfiilence, is generally provi- 

N n 2 ded 


xtl'ue!, i. 


m. 


I n>. j. XuhMvi. n*. 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


284 

ded with one or more villages to furnifli him with what 
articles he may need, without being obliged to have rccourfe 
to the king or his minifters for every neccflary. Amha 
Yafous, prince of Shoa, had a large and a royal village, Em- 
fras, given him to fupply him with food for his table ; he 
had another village in Karoota for wine; a village in Dem- 
bca, the king’s own province, for his wheat; and another in 
Begemder for cotton cloths for his fervants ; and fo of the 
rdf. After 1 was in the king’s fervice 1 had the villages 
that belonged to the ports I occupied; and one called Gcefli, 
in which arifes the iburces of the Nile, a village of about 
18 houfes, given me by the king at my own rcqucR ; for I 
might have had a better to furnilh me with honey, and con- 
liruled to me by the rebel Waragna Fafil, who never 1'uiTcr- 
ed me to grow rich by my rents, having never allowed me 
to receive but two large jars, fo bitter with lupines that 
they were of no fort of ufe to me. I was a gentle mailer, nor 
ever likely to he opulent from the revenues of that coun¬ 
try; and more especially fo, as 1 had under me, as my lieu¬ 
tenant*, an officer commanding the liorle, whole thoughts 
were much more upon Jerufalcm and the holy fepulchre 
than any gains he could get in Abyrtinia by his employ¬ 
ments. 

TuurvDiDF.s f informs us, that Themirtocles had received 
gvat ghib lion; Arta\crxes king of Peril a, when fettled at 
M 1 gndia; the king had given him that city for bread, Lamp- 

facus 
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facus for wine, and Myuns to furnilli him with victuals. 
To thefe Athenaeus adds two more, Palxfccpfis and I’crcopc, 
to yield him clothing and furniture. This precilclv, to this 
day, is the Abyllinian idea, when they conceive they are en¬ 
tertaining men of rank; for Grangers, that come naked and 
vagabond among them, without name and character, or 
means of fublillence, fuch as the Creeks in Abvflinia, are 
always received as beggars, and neglected as fuch, till hun¬ 
ger fets their wits to work to provide for the prefent exi¬ 
gent’}', and low intrigues and practices arc employed after¬ 
wards to maintain them ill the little advancements which 
they have acquired, but no honour or confidence follows, 
or very rarely. 

j d 

In Abyflinia, when the priloner is condemned in capital 
cafes, he is not again remitted to prifon, which is thought 
cruel, hut he is immediately carried away, and the len¬ 
ience executed upon him. I have given leveral inilanccs of 
this in the annals of the country. Abba Salama, the Acab 
Saat, was condemned by the king the morning lie entered 
Gondar, on his return from Tigrc, and immediately hanged, 
in the garment of a pricll, on a tree at the door of the king’; 
palace. Chreniation, brother to the ulurper Sochi ios, was 
executed chat fame morning; Guehra Dcnghel, Ras Michael’s 
fon-in-law, was likevvife executed that lame day, immediate¬ 
ly after judgment; and fo were leveral others. The fame 
was the practice in Perlia, as we learn from Xenophon ■, 
and more plainly fi^ni Dicdoi r k 
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Tiie capital pimifliments in Abyflinia arc the crofs. So- 
cinios * firtl ordered Arzo, his competitor, who had fled 
for altiilance and refuge to Phincas king of the I’alaiha, to 
be crucified without the camp. We find the fame punifli- 
ment inflicted bvArtaxerxes upon Hainanf, who was ordered 
to be affixed to the crofs till he died. And Polycrates of 
Samos, Cicero tells us was crucified by order of Gratis, 
pro; tor of Darius. 

The next capital punifhmcnt is flaying alive. That this 
barbarous execution flill prevails in Abyflinia is already 
proved by the fate of the unfortunate Woofheka, taken 
priloner in the campaign of 1769 while l was in Abyflinia ; 
a lacrifice made to the vengeance of the beautiful Ozoro 
Either, who, kind and humane as flic was in other refpefts, 
could receive no atonement for the death of her huiband. 
Socrates § fa vs, that Manes the heretic was flayed alive by 
order of the king of Periia, and his lkin made into a bottle. 
And Procopius I; informs us, that Pacurius ordered Baiicius 
to be flayed alive, and his lkin made into a bottle and hung 
upon a high tree. And Agathias * mentions, that the fame 
punifhmcm was inflicted upon Nachorages mure mrjerum, ac¬ 
cording to ancient tullom. 

r 

Lapidation, or Honing to death, is the next capital pu- 
nifhmcm in Ahvlfinia. This is chit.fly inflicted upon 
llrangers called I'mnks, for religious caui'es. 'J he Catholic 
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pricfls in Abvllinia that have been detected there, in thefc 
latter days, have been (l hied to death, and ih-:ir h'>die* lie 
Hill in the ilreets of ( J-uk Hr, in the fquarcs or wade-places, 
covered with the heaps of liones which occuliined t.eir 
death by being thrown at them. 'I here are three of thefc 
heaps at the church or V)bo, all covering Fiunalcan friuis; 
and, bolides them, a fmall pyramid over a boy wiio was 
Honed to death with them, about the fine rear of the reign 
of David the IV. " 'I'ins b >v was one of four ions that 
one of the Eraneiican fiiar.s had had by an Abvdinian 
woman in the reign of (Julias. In Periia we find, th.r Pa- 
gorafus (according t Crehas I) was fbmed to death by the 
order of the king; and the lame author ftns, that Pharna- 
cyas, one of the murderers of Xerxes, was Honed to death 
like wife. 

Among capital puniihments may he reekoned hkcu lie 
the pluckmgout of riie eves, a cruelty which i have hut w 
oficn fecii committed ir. tlie fhort ilav licit ! made m Abvf 
iinia. i‘his is genera 11 v inflicted upon rebels. 1 Inne ah 
icadv mentioned, that, after the fiauglirer of th: battle ol 
Eagiita, twelve chief's of the Pagan Galla, taken prifoners b* 
Ras Michael, had their eyes torn out, and wercafteru ar<h e~ 
bamimed to ilarvc in tlie vallcs s below the tov.-n. .Sc\ eral pi 
i’oi.ers of another rank, noblemen or Tigrc, underwent the 
fame misfortune; and,what is wonderful, not one ot them 
died in the operation, nor its conlcquenco, though peno.m- 
ed in the coaried manner with an iron iigeteps, or pi peer.,. 
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Xenophon * tells us, that this was one of the punifhments 
ufed by Cyrus. And Ammianus Marccllinus f mentions, 
that Sapor king of Tcifia baniflied Arfaccs, whom he had 
taken prifoncr to a certain caftle, after having pulled out 
his eyes. 

The dead bodies of criminals flain for treafon, murder, 
and violence, on the high-wav at certain times, are leklom 
buried in Abyfllnia. The flreets of Gondararc ftrewed with 
pieces of their carcafcs, which bring the wild beads in mul¬ 
titudes into the city as foon as it becomes dark, l'o that it 
is fcarccly poflible for any to walk in tlic night. Too many 
indanccs of this kind will be found throughout my narra¬ 
tive. The dogs ui'ed to bring pieces of human bodies into 
the houfe, and court-yard, to eat them in greater fecuritv. 
This was mod dilgudful to me, but fo often repeated, that 
I was obliged to leave them in podedion of fuch fragments. 
\Yc learn from Quintus Curtius j., that Darius having order¬ 
ed Charidamus to be pur to death, and finding afterwards 
that lie was innocent, endeavoured to dop the executioner, 
though it was too late, as they had already cut his throat; 
but, in token of repentance, the king allowed him the liber¬ 
ty of burial. 

I have taken notice, up and down throughout my hiflory, 
that the Abvdinians never fight in the night. This too was 
a rule among thc^Pcrdans 
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Notwithstanding the Abyflinians were fo anciently 
•and nearly connected with Egypt, they never feem to have 
made ufe of paper, or papyrus, but imitated the practice of 
the Perfians, who wrote upon fkins, and they do fo this day. 
This arifes from their having early been Jews. In Parthia, 
likewife, Pliny * informs us, the ufe of papyrus was ab- 
folutely unknown; and though it was difcovered that papy¬ 
rus grew in the Euphrates, near Babylon, of which they 
could make paper, they obftinately rather chofe to adhere 
to their ancient cullom of weaving their letters on cloth of 
which they made the,' garments. The Perfians, moreover, 
made ufe of pr ', icnt for their records f, to which all their 
remarkable t;\< , ;n 5 t .s were trailed ; and to this it is pro¬ 
bably owing we have fo man/ of their cuftoms p»-elerved 
to this day. Diodorus Siculus :|:,fpcaking cf Ctefias,fays, he 
verified every thing from the royal parchments themlclves, 
which,-in obedience to a certain law arc all placed in or¬ 
der, and afterwards were communicated to the Greeks. 

From this great rcfemblance in cu(buns between the Per- 
lians and Aluliinians following the faihionable way of 
judging about the origin of nations, 1 lhould boldly con¬ 
clude that the Abvflinians were a ’olonv of Perfians, but 

this Is very well known to be without foundation. The 
.* 

cuftoms, mentioned as only peculiar to Pcrfia, were common 
to all the caft ; and they were loft when thole countries were 
over-run and conquered by thofc who introduced barbarous 
cuftoms of their own. The reafon why we have fo much 
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left of the Perfian cuftoms is, that they were written, and 
fo not liable to alteration; and, being on parchment, did al- 
fo contribute to their prefervation. The hiftory which 
treats of thofe ancient and polifbed nations has preferved 
few fragments of their manners entire from the ruins of 
time; while Abyffinia, at war with nobody, or at war with 
itfelf only, has preferved the ancient cuftoms which it enjoy¬ 
ed in common with all the eaft, and which were only loft 
in other kingdoms by the invalion of ftrangers, a misfor¬ 
tune Abyffinia has never fullered lince the introduction of 
letters. 

i 

Before I finifti what I have to fay upon the manners of 
this nation, having fliewn that they are the fame people 
with the ancient Egyptians, I would inquire, whether there 
is the fame conformity of rules in the dietetique regimen, 
between them and Egypt, that we Ihould expeCt to find from 
fuch relation ? This is a much furer way of judging than 
by refemblance of external cuftoms. 

The old Egyptians, as we are told by facrcd feriprure, did 
not eat with ftrangers ; but I believe the obfervation is ex¬ 
tended farther than ever leripture meant. 1'he inftance> 
given of Jofeph’s brethren not being allowed to cat with the 
Egyptians was, becaufc Jofeph had told Pharaoh that his 
brethren *, and Jacob his father, were fhepherds, that he 
might get from the Egyptians the land of Goflicn, a land, 
as the name imports, of pafturagc and grafs, which the Nile 
never overflowed, and it was therefore in pofleffion of the 

fhepherds. 
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fhepherds. Now the fhepherds, we are told, were the direct 
natural enemies of the Egyptians who lived in towns 
The fhepherds alfo facriiiced the god whom the Egyptians 
worfhipped. We cannot (lays Mofes *) f'acrifice in this land 
the abomination of the Egyptians, left they ftone us. If the 
Egyptians did not eat with them, fo neither would they with 
the Egyptians ; but it is a miftake that the Egyptians did not 
eat flefh as well as the fhepherds, it was only the flefli of cer¬ 
tain animals they differed on, and did not cat. 

The Egyptians v.">nhipped the Cow f, and the fhepherds 
lived upon her fleih, which made them a feparate people, 
that could not eat nor communicate together; and the very 
knowledge of this was, as wc are informed by feripture, 
the reafon why Jofepli told Pharaoh, when he alked him 
what profeflion his brethren were of, “ Your fervants, fays 
Jofeph, are fliepherds, and their employment the feeding of 
cattle and this was given out, that the land of Gofhen 
might be allotted to them, and fo they and their defeendents 
be kept feparate from the Egyptians, and not expofed to 
mingle in their abominations. Or, though they had abftain- 
ed from thefe abominations, they could not kill cattle for 
facrifice or for food. They would have raifed ill-will a- 
gainft themfelvcs, and, as Mofes fays, would have been 
floncd, and fo the end of bringing them to Gofhen would 
have been fruftrated, which was to nurfe them in a plen¬ 
tiful land, in peace and fecuritv, till they fhould attain to 
be a mighty people, capable of fubduing and filling the 
land to which, at the end of their captivity, God was to 
lead them. 
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The Abyffinians neither ear nor drink with ftrangers, 
though they have no reafon for. this; and it is now. a mere 
prejudice, becaufe the old occafion for this regulation is loft. 
They break, or purify, however, every veiled a {hanger of 
any kind {hall have ate or drank in. The cuitom then is 
copied from the Egyptians, and they have preferved it, tho’ 
the Egyptian reafon does.no longer hold.. 

Some hiftorians fay, the Egyptian women anciently cn- 
joyed a full liberty of intercourfe with the males, which 
was not the cafe in the generality of eaftern nations ; and 
we mu ft, therefore, think it was derived from Abyflinia; for 
there the women live, as it were, in common, and their civ 
joyments and gratification have no other bounds but their 
own will. They, however, pretend to have a principle, that, 
if they marry, they fhould be wives of one hulband; and yet 
this principle does not bind, but, like moft of the other du¬ 
ties, ferves to reafon upon, and to laugh at, in converfation. 
Herodotus tells it was the fame with the Egyptians*. 

The Egyptians made no account of the mother what her 
Rate was; if the father was free, the child followed the con¬ 
dition of the father. This is ftridtty fo in Abyllinia. The 
king’s child by a negro-flave, bought with money, or taken 
in war, is as near in fucceeding to the crown, as any one 
of twenty children that he has older than that one, and. 
horn of the nobleft women of the country. 
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Thu men in Egypt* did neither buy nor fell; the fame is 
tile cafe in Abyflinia at this day. It is infamy for a man to 
go to market to buy any thing. He cannot -cany water 
or bake bread; but he mult walli the cloaths belonging to 
both fexes, and, in this function, the women cannot help 
him. In Abyflinia the men carried their burdens on their 
heads, the women on their Ihoulders, and this difference, 
we arc told, obtained in igyptf. It is plain, that this bu\ ing, 
in the public market, by women, mull have ended whenever 
jealoul'y or fequeltration of that fex began ; for this reafon 
it ended early in Egypt, but, for the oppolite reafon, it fub- 
Ms in Abylhnia to tliis day. 

It was a fort of impiety in Egypt to eat a can'; and the 
reafon was plain,they worfhipped the cow. In Abyflinia, to 
this day, no man eats veal, although every one ven willing¬ 
ly eats a cow. The Egyptian X reafon no longer fubliits as 
in the former cafe, but the prejudice remains, though they 
have forgot the reafon. - 

The Abyflinians ear no wild or water-fowl, not even the 
goofc, which was a great delicacy in Egypt. The rcalbn of 
this is, that, upon their converlion to Judaifm, they were 
forced to relinquilh their ancient municipal culloms, as far 
as they were contrary to the Mofaical law; and the animals, 
in their country, not corrcfponding in form, kind, nor name, 
with thofe mentioned in the Sepiuagint, or original Hebrew, 

it 
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it has followed, that there arc many of each clafs that 
know not whether they are clean or not; and a wonderful 
confufion and uncertainty has followed through ignorance 
or miflake, being unwilling to violate the law in any one 
inftance through not underltanding it. 

The abhorrence of the old Egyptians for the-bean is well 
known, and many fdlv reafons have been affigned for it; 
but that which has mod met the approbation of the moil 
learned men is, in my humble opinion, the weakeft of them 
all. They fa}’, the averfion to the bean arofe from its re- 
lembling the phallus; but the crux anfata, or the crofs 
with the handle to it, which is put in the hand of every 
Egyptian hieroglyphic of Ifis, Ofiris, or whatever the prieils 
have called them, is likewife agreed by the learned to re- 
prefent the phallus; and the figure of thefe nudities, with¬ 
out vail or concealment, is plain in all their ftatues. Now, 
I would afk, What is the reafon why they abhor a bean be- 
caufe it reprefents thefe parts which, at the fame time, 
by their own option or choice, are expofed in the hand or 
perfon of every figure which they exhibit to public view ? 
The bean, however, is not cultivated in Abyflinia, neither is 
it in Egypt; lupines grow up in both, and lupines in both 
are eradicated like a weed, and lupines were what is called 
faba JEgyptiaca. 

Though I cannot pretend to know the true reafon of 
this, yet I will venture to'givc a gucls :—The origin of great 
part of religious obfervances of Egypt began with the wor- 
fhip of the Nile, and probably at the head of it. The coun¬ 
try of the Agows, as well where the Nile rifes as in parts 
more dillant, is all x honey country; not only their whole 
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fiiftenance, but their trade, their tribute to the king, and 
the maintenance of a great part of the capital, depends up¬ 
on honey and butter, the common food of the better fort 
of people when they do not cat flefh; it compofcs their 
drink alfo in mead or hvdromel. Now, this country, when 
uncultivated, naturally produces lupines, and the blofloms 
of thefe becoming food for the bees, gives the honey fuch 
a bitternefs that no perfon will eat it, or ufe it any way in 
food or for drink.—After the king had bellowed the village 
of Geefli upon me, though with the confcnt of Falil its go¬ 
vernor, that egregious fliuffler, to make the prefent of no 
ufe to me, fent me, indeed, the tribute of the honey in very 
large jars, but it all tailed fo much of the lupines that it 
was of no earthly ufe whatever. Their conllant attention 
is to weed out this bitter plant; and, when any of thofe coun¬ 
tries arc defolated by war, we may expert a large crop of 
lupines immediately to follow, and, for a time, plenty of 
bad honey in confcquencc. It is, then, this deilruelive bean 
that Pythagoras, who, it is faid, ate no flelh, regarded as an 
objedt of deteftation; it was equally fo among the Abyflini- 
ans and Egyptians for the fame reafon. Both nations, more¬ 
over, have an averfion to hogs flelh, and both avoid the touch 
of dogs.. 

It is here I propofe to take notice of an unnatural cuflom 
which prevails uaiverfally in Abyflinia, and which in early 
ages feems to have been common to the whole world. I did 
not think that any perfon of moderate knowledge in profane 
learning could have been ignorant of this remarkable cuf- 
tom among the nations of the call. But what Hill more 
furprifed 111 c, and is the leall pardonable part of the whole, 
was the ignorance of part of the law of God, the earlieft 
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that was given to man, the mofl frequently noted, infilled 
upon, and prohibited. I have faid, in the courfe of the nar¬ 
rative of my journey from Mafua\\, that, a Cmail diftance 
from Axum, I overtook on the way three travellers, who 
feemed to be foldiers, driving a cow before them. They halt¬ 
ed at a brook, threw down the beaft, and one of them cut a 
pretty large collop of flefli from its buttocks, after which they 
drove the cow gently on asbefore. A violent outcry was raifed 
in England at hearing this circumllance, which they did not 
helitate to pronounce impofliblc , when the manners and cuf- 
toms of Abyffinia were to them utterly unknown. The Je- 
fuits, eftabliftied in Abyffinia for above a hundred years, 
had told them of that people eating, what they call raw 
meat, in every page, and yet they were ignorant of this. 
Poncet, too, had done the fame, but Poncet they had not read; 
and if any writer upon Ethiopia had omitted to mention it, 
it was becaufe it was one of tliofe fads too notorious to be 
repeated to fwell a volume. 

It mull be from prejudice alone we condemn the eating 
of raw fleffi ; no precept, divine or human, that I know, for¬ 
bids it; and if it is true, as later travellers have difeovered, 
that there are nations ignorant of the ufe of fire, any law 
againft eating raw flefli could never have been intended by 
God as obligatory upon mankind in general. At any rate, 
it is certainly not clearly known, whether the eating raw 
flefli was not an earlier and more general practice than by 
preparing it with fire; I think it was. 

Many wife and learned men have doubted whether it 
was at firft permitted to man to cat animal food at all. I 
do not pretend to give any opinion upon the fubjed, but 
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many topics have been maintained fuccefsfully upon much 
more flender grounds. God, the author of life, and the bed 
judge of what was proper to maintain it, gave this regimen 
to our firft parents—“ Behold, I have given you every herb 
“ bearing feed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and e- 
“ very tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding feed: to 
M you it {hall be for meat And though, immediately after, 
he mentions both beads and fowls, and every thing that 
crecpeth upon the earth, he does not fay that he has defign- 
ed any of thefe as meat for man. On the contrary, he 
feems to have intended the vegetable creation as food for 
both man and bead—“ And to every bead of the earth 
“and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that 
“ crecpeth upon the earth, wherein ihcre is If ■, l have given 
M every green herl> for ‘meat: and it was fo f. M After the 
flood, when mankind began to repoflefs the earth, God gave 
Noah a much more extenfive pcrmiUion—“ Every moving 
M thing that liveth fliall be meat for you ; even as the green 
w herb have I given you all things $.’* 

As the criterion of judging of their aptitude for food 
was declared to be their moving and having If, a danger ap¬ 
peared of mifintcrprctation, and that thefe creatures fliould 
be ufed living ; a thing which C iod by no means intended, 
and therefore, immediately after, it is faid, “ But flefli with 
“ the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, fliall you not 
“ eat or, as it is rendered by the bed interpreters, * Flcfh, or 
members, torn from living animals haying the blood in 
them, thou lhalt not eat.’ We fee then, by this prohibition, that 

Vol. IIL P p this 


' Gen. chap. 1 . ver, 2p. -} Gen. chap. i. vtr. jo. Gen. chap. ix. ver. 3. $ Gen. chap. ix. V. ■}. 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


298 

this abufe of eating living meat, or part of animals while yet 
alive, was known in the days of Noah, and forbidden after 
being fo known, and it is precifely what is pratTifcd in Abylli- 
nia to this day. This law, then, was prior to that of Mofes, but 
it came from the fame legislator. It was given to Noah, 
and confequcntly obligatory upon the whole world. Mofes, 
however, infills upon it throughout his whole law; which 
not only lhews that this abufe was common, but that it was 
deeply rooted in, and interwoven with, the manners of the 
Hebrews. He poa lively prohibits it four times in one 
chapter in Deuteronomy *, and thrice in one of the chapters 
of Leviticus f—“ Thou flialt not eat the blood, for the blood 
“ is the life ; thou flialt pour it upon the earth like water.” 

Although the many inflances of God’s tendernefs to the 
brute creation, that conftantly occur in the Mofaical precepts, 
and are a very beautiful pai t of them, and tho’ the barbari¬ 
ty of the cullom itfelf might rcafonably lead us to think that 
humanity alone was a fuiJicient motive for the prohibition 
of eating animals alive, yet nothing can be more certain, 
than that greater confcquences were annexed to the indul¬ 
ging in this crime than what was apprehended from a 
mere depravity of manners. One :!: of the moll learned 
and lenlible men that ever wrote upon the facred ferip- 
tures obferves, that God, in forbidding this practice, ufes 
more fevere certification, and more threatening language, 
than againll any other fin, excepting idolatry, with which 
it is conllantly joined.* God declares, “ I will let my face 
“ againll him that catcth blood, in the fame manner as I 
“ will againll him that facrificeth his fon to Moloch ; 1 will 
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“ fet my face againft him that eateth flefh with blood, till I 
“ cut him ofF from the people.” 

We have an inflanee in the life of Saul* that (hews the 
propenfity of the Israelites to this crime. Saul’s army, after 
a battle, flew, that is, fell voracioufly upon the cattle they had 
taken, and threw them upon the ground to cut off their 
flefh, and eat them raw, fo that the army was defiled by eat¬ 
ing blood, or living animals. To prevent this, Saul caufed 
roll to him a great ftone, and ordered thor> that killed their 
oxen to cut their throats upon that ftone. This was the only 
lawful way of killing animals for food ; the tying of the ox 
and throwing it upon the ground was not permitted as e- 
quivalent. The Ifraelites did probably in that cafe as the 
Abyflinians do at this day ; they cut a part of its throat, fo 
that blood might be feen upon the ground, but nothing mor¬ 
tal to the animal followed from that wound. But, after lay¬ 
ing his head upon a large ftone, and cutting his throat, the 
blood fell from on high, or was poured on the ground like 
water, and fufficient evidence appeared the creature was 
dead before it was attempted to eat it. We have feen that 
the Abyflinians came from Paleftine a very few years after 
this; and we are not to doubt that they then carried with 
them this, with many other Jewifli cuftoms, which they 
have continued to this day. 

The author I laft quoted fays, that it is plain, from all the 
books of the eaftern nations, that their motive for eating 
flelh with the life, or limbs of living animals cut off with 

v. iii. P p 2 the 


♦ i Sam. cli.'ip. xiv. ver. y. 35- 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


3 oc 

ti e blood, was from motives of religion, and for the pur- 
pofes of idolatry, and fo it probably had been among the 
Jews ; for one of the reafons given in Leviticus for the pro¬ 
hibition of eating blood, or living flelh, is, that the people 
may no longer offer Sacrifices to devils, after whom they 
have gone a-whoring *. If the reader choofes to be further 
informed how very common this practice was, he need only 
read the Halacoth Gedaloth, or its tranflation, where the 
whole chapter is taken up with inftances of this kind. 

That this pradtice likewife prevailed in Europe, as well 
as in Alia and Africa, may be collected from various authors. 
The Greeks had their bloody feafts and Sacrifices where 
they ate living flefti; thefe were called Omophagia. Ar- 
nobius f fays* “ Let us pafs over the horrid Scenes prefented 
at the Baccahanlian feaft, wherein,with a counterfeited fury, 
though with a truly depraved heart, you twine a number 
of Serpents around you, and, pretending to be poffefied with 
Some god, or Spirit, you tear to pieces, with bloody mouths, 
the bowels of living goats, which cry all the time from the 
torture they Suffer.” From all this it appears, that the prac¬ 
tice of the Abyllinians eating live animals at this day, was 
very far from being new, or, what was nonfenfically Said, 
impojftble. And I fliall only further obferve, that thofe of my 
readers that wifli to indulge a Spirit of criticifm upon the 
great variety of cufloms, men and manners, related in this 
hiftory, or have thofe criticilms attended to, Should furnifh 
chemfelves with a more decent flock of reading than, in 
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this iriftance, they feem to have poffeffcd; or, when ano¬ 
ther example occurs of that kind, which they call impoffiblc, 
that they would take the truth of it upon my word, and be¬ 
lieve what they arc not fufficiently qualified to invert igate. 

Consistent with the plan of this work, which is to dc- 
feribe the manners of the fcveral nations through which I 
paJTed, good and bad, as I obferved them, I cannot avoid 
giving fome account of this Polyphemus banquet, as far as 
decency will permit me ; it is part of the hiftory of a bar- 
barouspeople ; whatever 1 might wifli, I cannot decline it. 

In the capital, where one is fafe from furprife at all times, 
or in the country or villages, when the rains have become fo 
conftant that the valleys will not bear a horfe to pafs them, 
or that men cannot venture far from home through fear 
of being furrounded and fwept away by temporary torrents, 
occafioned by fudden (Lowers on the mountains ; in a word, 
when a man can fay he is fafe at home, and the fpear and 
fliield is hung up in the hall, a number of people of the 
bert fafliion in the villages, of both fexes, courtiers in the pa¬ 
lace, or citizens in the town, meet together ^to dine between 
twelve and one o’clock. 

A long table is fet in the middle of a large mom, and 
benches bdidc it for a number of guefts who arc invited. 
Tables and benches the Portuguese introduced amongft 
them ; but null hides, fpread upon the ground, ferved them 
before, as they do in the camp and country now. A cow or 
bull, one or more, as the company is numerous, is brought 
clofe to the door, and his feet rtrongly tied. The ikin that 
hangs down under his chin and 1 hr oar, which 1 think wc 
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call the dew-lap in England, is cut only lb deep as to ar¬ 
rive at the fat, of which it totally conMs, and , by the iepa- 
ration of a few l'mall blood-vcilcls, fix or l'evcn drops of 
blood only fall upon the ground. They have no ltone, 
bench, nor altar upon which thefe cruel alTaliins lay the a- 
uimal’s head in this operation. I Ihould beg his pardon in¬ 
deed for calling him an aflallin, as he is not lb merciful as 
to aim at the life, but, on the contrary, to keep the beall alive 
till he be totally eat up. Having fatisfied the Mofaicai law, 
according to his conception, by pouring thele fix or l’evcn 
drops upon the ground, two or more of them fall to work ; 
on the back of the bead, and on each lldc of the fpinc 
they cut Ikin-dccp ; then putting their lingers between the 
flelh and the Ikin, they begin to llrip the hide of the animal 
half way down his ribs, and fo on to the buttock, cutting 
the lkin wherever it hinders them commcdioully to drip 
the poor animal bare. All the llelh on the buttocks is cut 
oil'then, and in folid, fquarc pieces, without bones, or much 
edidion of blood ; and the prodigious noife the animal 
makes is a fignal for the company to lit down to table. 

There arc then laid before every gued, indead of plates* 
round cakes, if 1 may fo call them, about t\\ ice as big as a 
a pan-cake, and fomcthing thicker and tougher. It is un¬ 
leavened bread of a fourilh tade, far Ircm being dilagreea- 
ble, and very cafily digeded, made of a grain called tell’. It 
is of different colours, from black 10 the colour of the whi¬ 
ted wheat-bread. T hree or four of thefe cakes are generally 
put uppermod, for tire food of the perfnn oppoiite to whole 
feat they are placed, beneath thcicaie lour or live of ordi¬ 
nary bread, and of a blackilh kind. Tlidc lerve the maker to 
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wipe his fingers upon ; and afterwards the fervant,for bread 
to his dinner. 

Two or three terrains then come, each with a fijuare 
piece of beef in their bare hands, laying it upon the cakes 
of tciT, placed like diflics down the table, without doth or 
any tiling elfe beneath them. By this time all the guells 
have knives in their hands, and their men have the large 
crooked ones, which they put to all forts of ufes during the 
time of war. The women have lfnall clafpcd knives, Inch 
as the word of the k : nd made at Birmingham, fold for a 
penny cadi. 

Thf. company arc i'o ranged that one man fits between 
two women ; the man with his long knife cuts a thin piece, 
which would be thought a good beef-lleak in England, 
while you ice the motion of the fibres yet perfectly diilinct, 
and alive in the fleih. No man in Abyilinia, of any fafhion 
whatever, feeds himfelf, or touches his own meat. Tiie 
w 'men take the llcak and cut it length-ways like firings, 
about the thieknefs of your little finger, then crolkways into 
fquaic pieces, fomething fmaller than dice. This they lav 
upon a piece of rlie tell bread, flrongly powdered wirli black 
pepper, or Cayenne pepper, and foilile-fait, they then wrap 
it up in the teif bread like a cartridge. 

In the mean time, the man having put up his knife, with 
each hand re 1 ling upon his neighbour's knee, his body 
(looping, his head low and forward, and mouth open ven 
like an idiot, turns to the one whoic cartridge is firfi ready, 
who fluffs the whole- ot it into his mouth, which is fo full 
that he is in cenilant danger cf being choked. This is a 

-1 mark 
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mark of grandeur. The greater the man would feem to 
be, the larger piece he takes in his mouth; and the more 
noife he makes in chewing it, the more polite he is thought 
to be. They have, indeed, a proverb that fays, “ Beggars 
“ and thieves only eat fmall pieces, or without making a 
“ noife.” Having difpatched this morfcl, which he does 
very expeditioufly, his next female neighbour holds forth 
another cartridge, which goes the fame way, and fo on till 
he is fatisfied. He never drinks till he has liniflied eating; 
and, before he begins, in gratitude to the fair ones that fed 
him, he makes up two fmall rolls of the fame kind and 
form; each of his neighbours open their mouths at the 
fame time, while with each hand he puts their portion into 
their mouths. He then falls to drinking out of a large 
handfome horn; the ladies eat till they are fatisfied, and 
then all drink together, “ Vive la Jove et la Jeuncfic !” 
A great deal of mirth and joke goes round, very feidom with 
any mixture of acrimony or ill-humour. 

All this time, the unfortunate viiflim at the door is 
bleeding indeed, but bleeding little. As long as they can 
cut off the flclh from his bones, they do not meddle with 
the thighs, or the parts where the great arteries are. At laft 
they fall upon the thighs likewife ; and foon after the ani¬ 
mal, bleeding to death, becomes fo tough that the canibals* 
who have the reft of it to cat, find very hard work to fepa- 
rate the flcfli from the bones with their teeth like dogs. 

Ik the mean time, thofc within arc very much elevated ; 
love lights all its fires, and every thing is permitted with 
abfolute freedom. There is no coyncfs, no delays, no need 
of appointments or retirement to gratify their wifhes ; 

1 there 
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rfiere arc no rooms but one, in which they facrifiec both to 
Bacchus and to Venus 4 . The two men neared the vacuum 
a pair have made on the bench by leaving their feats, hold 
their upper garment like a ikreen before the two that hate 
left the bench ; and, if we may judge by found, they feem 
to think it as great a fliame to make love in (Hence as to 
cat.—Replaced in their feats again, the company drink the 
happy couple’s health; and their example is followed at dif¬ 
ferent ends of the table, as each couple is difpofed. All this 
palles without remark or fcandal, not a licentious word is 
uttered, nor the mod diftant joke upon the trail faction. 

These ladies are, for the mod part, women of family and 
character, and they and their gallants arc reciprocally didin- 
guilhedby the name Woodage, which anfwers to what in Italy 
they call Cicilbcv; and, indeed, I bchevc that tlie name irfelf, 
as well as the practice, is Hebrew; JJ’.o: dais l Jim, (ignifes at¬ 
tendants or companions <f the hide, or bride. < man, as we call it in 
England. The only dilfcrence is, rliat in Europe the inti¬ 
macy and attendance continue* during the marriage, while, 
among the Jews, it was permitted only the few davs of the 
mairuigc ceremony. The averdon to Judaifin, in the ladies 
of Europe, has probably led them to the prolongation of the 
term. 

It was a cudom of the ancient Egyptians to purge tbcm- 
fclves monthly for three days; and the fan e is dill in pi ac¬ 
tive in Abyflinia. We (hall f; cakmore of the rcafon uf u s 

Vol. 111. Ckq praJ-re 
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practice in the botanical part of our work, where a draw¬ 
ing of a mod beautiful tree ufed for this purpofc, is 
given. 

Although we read from the Jefuits a great deal about 
marriage and polygamy, yet there is nothing which may be 
averred more truly than that there is no f'uch thing as mar¬ 
riage in Abyilinia, unlefs that which is contracted by mu¬ 
tual content, without other form, fubftiling only till diflol- 
ved by diftent of one or other, and to be renewed or repeat¬ 
ed as often as it is agreeable to both parties, who, when 
they plcale, cohabit together again as man and wife, after 
having been divorced, had children by others, or whether 
they have been married, or had children witli others or not. 
I remember to have once been at Kofeam in prefence of the 
Iteghe, when, in the circle, there was a woman of great qua¬ 
lity, and feven men who had all been her hulbantls, none 
of whom was the happy fpoufe at that time. 

Upon reparation they divide the children. The cldeftfon 
falls to the mother’s firft choice, and the cldeft daughter to 
the father. If there is hut one daughter, and all the rcfl 
fons, Ihe is aftigned to the father. If there is but one foil, 
and ail the reft daughters, he is the right of the mother. If 
the numb -i:, are unequal after the firit election, the reft are 
divided bv lot. There is no fucli diftinCtion as legitimate 
and illegitimate children from the king to the beggar ; for 
fttppofn.g an;, one of their marriages valid, all the ifliie of 
the reft mull be adulterous ballards. 

Onl 
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One day Ras Michael alked me, before Abba Salama, (the 
Acab Saat) Whether fuch things as thefe promifcuous mar¬ 
riages and divorces were permitted and praftifed in my 
country ? I cxcufcd mvfelf till I was no longer able; and, 
ii^on his infilling, I was obliged to anfwer, That even if 
feripture had not forbid to us as Chriftians, as Englilhmcn 
the law rdlraincd us from fuch practices, by declaring 
polygamy felony, or punilhable by death. 

Tiie king in his marriage ufes no other ceremony than 
this :—He fends an Azage to the houfe where the lady lives, 
where the officer announces to her, It is the king’s pleafure 
that Ihe ffiould remove inllantly to the palace. She then 
dre lies hcrfclf in the bell manner, and immediately obeys. 
Thenceforward he afligns her an apartment in the palace, 
and gives her a houfe elfcwhcrc in any part Ihe chufes. 
Then when lie makes her Ireghe, it feems to be the nearcll 
rcfemblance to marriage ; for, whether in the court or the 
camp, he orders one of the judges to pronounce in his pre- 
fence, That he, the king, has chofen his hand-maid, na¬ 
ming her for his queen ; upon which the crown is put up¬ 
on her head, but flic is not anointed. 


The crown being hereditary in one family, but cl- Xl i\c 
in the p rlbi , and polygamy being permitted, mull ! .'.vc 
211 .Itiplii d tlielc heirs very much, and produced cot '! u 
dr nue>, lb that it was found ncccflary to provide a .. y 
f, ; he anal 'hy and e<l di m ot i\nal Id od, whit!: rs 

otherwife inevitaMv to lullow. 1 he remeth was ah-. n no 
ard ; > • ■ n d c one, tl.ev v. etv con lined n: a ’ elimru up. n 
a b.pji mo'.inta'n, :> d maintained r!: ■. ' ■' ut- 
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thing elfe ; 750 cloths for wrapping round them, 3000 oun¬ 
ces of gold, which is 30,000 dollars, or crowns, are allowed 
l»\ the hate for their mamtenancc. Thel'e princes are hard¬ 
ly ufed, and, in troublefomc rimes, often put to death upon 
the fmalleft mifinformation. While I was in Abyffmia their 
revenue was fo grofsly misapplied, that fome of theip-Averc 
faid to have died with hunger and of cold by the avarice 
and hard-heartednefs of Michael neglecting to furnifh them 
ncceflarics. Nor had the king, as far as ever I could diffc r. v 
that fellow-feeling one would have expected from a p.". e 
refeued from that very fituation himfelf; perhaps th .• v» .s 
owing to his fear of Ras Michael. 

However that be, and however difirefling the fitur ■> -f 
thole princes, we cannot but be fatisfied with it when : 
look to the neighbouring kingdom of Scnnaar, or Nuu a. 
There no mountain is trufted with the confinement of their 
princes, but, as foon as the father dies, the throats of all 
the collaterals, and all their defeendents that can be laid hold 
of, are cut; and this is the cafe with all the black Aates in 
the defert weft of Sennaar, Dar l ; owr, Sele, and Bagirma. 

Great exaggerations have been ufed in fpcaking of the 
military force of this kingdom. The largcft army that ever 
was in the field (as far as I could be informed from the old- 
eft officers) was that in the rebellion before the battle of 
Scrbraxos. I believe, when they firft encamped upon the 
lake Tzana, the rebel army altogether might amount to a- 
bout 50,000 men. In about a forthnight afterwards, many 
had deferted; and I do not think (I only lpeak by hearfay) 
that, when the king marched out of Gondar, they were then 
above 30.000. I believe when Gojam joined, and it was 

2 known 
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inown that Michael and his army were to be made prifon- 
ers, that the rebel army increased to above 60,000 men; 
cowards and brave, old and young, veteran foldiers and 
blackguards, all came to be fpe&ators of that deiirable e- 
vent, which many of the wifeft had defpaired of living to 
fee. I believe the king’s army never amounted to 26,000 
men, and, by dcl'crtion and other caufes, when we retreated 
to Gondar, I do not fuppofc the army was 16,000, moftly 
from the province ofTigrc. Fafil, indeed, had not joined; and 
putting his army of 12,000 men, (I make no account of the 
wild Galla beyond the Nile) I do not imagine that any king 
of Abyffinia ever commanded 40,000 cifeftivc men at any 
time, or upon any caufe whatever, cxclufivc of his houfe- 
hold troops. 


Their flandards are large (laves, furmounted at the top 
with a hollow ball; below this is a tube in which the ibid’ 
is fixed; and immediately below the ball, a narrow ftripc 
of filk made forked, or iwallow-tailed, like a vane, and l'el- 
elom much broader. In the war of Begemdcr wc fird faw co¬ 
lours like a fiag hoiiled forking 'Iheodorus. They were red, 
about eight feet long and near three feet broad ; but they 
never appeared but two days ; and the fuccefs that attended 
their firil appearance was fuch that did not bid fair to bring 
them into faihion. 


Tiie flandards of the infantry have their flags painted 
two colours crofsways—yellow, white, red, or green. I he 
horfc have all k a lion upon their flag \ fomc a red, l'ome a 


>■ The f.iJl invinuoD u auiibmoi id the Pom^acfe. 



3 io 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


green, and fome a white lion. The black horfe have a yel¬ 
low lion, and over it a white ftar upon a red flag, alluding 
to two prophecies, the one, “ Judah is a young lion,” and 
the other, “ There fhall come a ftar out of Judah.” This 
had been difeontinued for want of cloth till the war of Be- * 
gemder, when a large piece was found in Joas’s wardroJy?y 
and was thought a certain omen of his victory, and of a 
long and vigorous reign. This piece of cloth was faid to 
have been brought from Cairo by Yafous II. for the cam¬ 
paign of Sennaar, and, with the other ftandards and colours, 
was furrendered to the rebels when the king was made 
prifoncr. 

The king’s household troops fliould confift of about 8000 
infantry, 2000 of which carry firelocks, and fuppl) the place 
of archers ; bows have been laid afide for near a hundred 
years, and are only now ufed by the Waito Sliangalla, and 
fome other barbarous inconfidcrable nations. 

These troops arc divided into four companies, each un¬ 
der an officer called Shalaka, which anfwers to our colo¬ 
nel. Every twenty men have an officer, every fifrv a fccond, 
and every hundred a third; that is, every twenty have one offi¬ 
cer who commands them, but is commanded likcwim ! y an 
officer who commands the fifty ; lb that there are three of¬ 
ficers who command fifty men, fix command a h n.dred, 
and thirty command five hundred, ' r r whom is the Sfia- 
laka ; and this body they call i .t. \\n h fi y;n ties a Lo/je, or 
apartment , bccaule each of thon gwc. m e 1 mn. of one of 
the king's apa*tme» ts.. For c\;> n pi-, til - . an apartment 
called Anbafa Her, or the /’• a .. .mi a ; g >m nr cai. \ it'g 
that name has the charge m it, and iliefi not) is m that ; ; .rt- 
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ment, or that part of the palace where it is; there is another 
called Jan Bet, or the lmuft\ that givm, d wi name to 

another regiment; another called Werk Sacila, or tin - '/ 
houft, which gives its name to anotlvr corjo; and IV on whh 
, the reft ; as for the liorfe, I have ipoken of them alioadv. 


Thfre are four regiments, that feldor.i, if ever, a- 
motinted to 1600 men, which depend alone upon the king, 
and are all foreigners, at lcaft the officers; thefc have the 
charge of his perlbu while in the field. In times when the 
k mg h out of lead 1 ;ig-ftrings, they amount to four or live 
thnifand, and then opprefs the country, for they have great 
privileges. At times when the king's hands are v ; ak, they 
are kept incomplete out of fear and lerdouiy, which was 
the calc in my time ;—thefc have been already tuilicicntly 
dcJ'cribcd, 


Three proclamations arc made before the king marches. 
The iirll is, “ Buy your mules, get ready your orovilion, 
and pav your lcrvants, for, after luch a day, they that leek 
me here ftiall not find me.” The fccond is about a week 
after, or according as the exigency is prclling; this is, “ Cut 
down the kantufta in the four quarters of the world, for 
Ido not know win re I am going.” This kantufta is a ter¬ 
rible thorn which very much umlcils the king and nobility 
in their march, by taking hold of their long hair, and the 
cotton cloth they art wrapped in. The third and laft pro¬ 
clamation is, “1 am encamped upon the Angrab, or Kaliha; 
“ he that does not join me there, I will chaftifc him for 
“ feven years.” I was long in doubt what this reim of fe- 
ven years meant, till 1 recollected die jubilee-year of the Jews, 

with 
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with whom feven years was a prescription of offences, debts, 
and all treffpaiTes. 

The rains generally ceafe the eighth of September’; a 
fickly fcafon follows till they begin again about the 20th of 
October; they then continue pretty con ft ant, but mode r afc- 
in quantity, till Hedar St Michael, the eighth of November. 
All epidemic difeafes ceafe with the endofthefe rains, and 
t is then the armies beg in. to march. 
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CHAR XII. 

Shite r f Religion — Circumnfi',u^ E' c/fan, xs t . 

T HF.RK is no country in the world where there arc io 
many churches as in Abvffinia. Though the country 
is very mountainous, and confcquently the view much oh- 
flructcd,it is very fcldom you lee lefs than five or fix churches, 
and, if you are on a commanding ground, five times that 
number. Kvcry great man that dies thinks he has atoned 
for all his wickednefs if he leaves a fund to build a church, 
or has built one in his lifetime. The king builds many. 
Wherever a victory is gained, there a church is erected in 
the very field (linking with the putrid bodies of the (lain. 
Fonnerlv this was only the cafe when the enemy was Pa¬ 
gan or Infidel ; now the fame is obferved when the victories 
ate over Chrilliims. 

The fituation of a church is always cliofcn near running 
water, for the convenience of their purifications and ablu¬ 
tions, in which they obl'crve flrielly the Lcvitieal law. They 
are always placed upon the top of fornc beautiful, round 
Voi. HI, R r hill. 
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hill, which is furroundcd entirely with rows of the oxy- 
cedrus, or Virginia cedar, which grows here in great beau¬ 
ty and perfection, and is called Arz 4 . There is nothing 
adds fo much to the beauty of the country as thefe churches 
and the plantations about them. 

In the middle of this plantation of cedars is interfperfed, 
at proper diflanccs, a number of thofc beautiful trees called 
Cuflo, which grow very high, and arc all extremely pictu¬ 
re fque. 

All the churches are round, with thatched roofs ; their 
fummits are perfect cones ; the out fide is furroundcd by a 
number of wooden pillars, which are nothing clfe than the 
trunks of the cedar-tree, and are placed to fupport the edi¬ 
fice, about eight feet of the roof projecting beyond the wall 
of the church, which forms an agreeable walk, or colonade, 
around it in hot weather, or in rain. The infide of the church 
is in fcveral divifions, according as is preferibed by the law 
of Mofes. The firft is a circle fomewhat wider than the 
inner one; here the congregation fit and pray. Within this 
is a fquare, and that fquare is divided by a veil or curtain, 
in which is another very fmall divifion anfwcring to the 
holy of holies. This is fo narrow that none but the priefts 
can go into it. You are bare-footed whenever you enter the 
church, and, if bare-footed, you may go through every part 

of 


* Ludolf, in his dictionary, i. ys, this word, in Hebrew, figniiies any tall tree. In this, how¬ 
ever, he is miitaken. The translators did not, indeed, know what tree it was, and fo have faid 
this to cover their ignorance; hut Atz is as txclofnely the oxy-cedrus, as is an oak ot an elii) 
when fo named. Arz is ndeed a tall rice, but every tall tree is not Atz, which is the Vi-- 
g'nia berry-bearing cedar. 
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of it, if you have any fucli curiofiry, provided you are 
pure, /. e. have not been concerned with women for 
twenty-four hours before, or touched carrion or dead bodies, 
(a curious afiemblage of ideas) for in that cafe you are not 
to go within the precinris, or outer circumference of the 
church, but iiand and fay your prayers at an awful diftancc 
among the cedars. 

All perfons of both fexes, under Jcwifh disqualifications, 
are obliged to obferve this diftance; and this is always a 
place belonging to the church, where, unlcfs in Lent, you 
fee tile great eft part of the congregation ; but this is left to 
your own confcicnce, and, if there was either great incon¬ 
venience in the one fituation, or great fatisfaction in the 
other, the cafe would be other wife. 


W hen you go to the church you put off your liioes before 
your firlt entering the outer precinri ; but you mud leave a 
fervant there with them, or elfe they will be Rolen, if good 
for anv thing, by the pricfls and monks before you come out 
of the church. At entry you kifs the thrcfhold, and two door- 
polls, go in and fay what prayer i ou pi cafe, that finifht d, you 
come out again, and your dutv is over. The churches are full 
of pictures, painted on parchment, and nailed upon the walls, 
in a manner little Id's llovcnly than you fee paltry prints in 


beggarly country ale houfes. 1 her: 
painting known among the feribt 


: has been always a fort of 
s, a daubing much infe¬ 


rior to the word of our lign-paintcrs. Sometimes, for a par¬ 


ticular church, they get a number of pictures of laints. 


on fkins of parchment, ready dnilhed from Cairo, in a dile 
very little fuperior to thefc performances ol their own. 1 hey 
arc placed hire a frizc, and hung in the upper part of the 

Rra wall 
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wall. St George is generally there with his dragon, and St 
Demetrius fighting a lion. There is no choice in their 
faints, they arc both of the Old and New 1 eftament, and 
thofe that might be difpenfed with from both. There is 
St Pontius Pilate and his wife; there is St Balaam and his 
afs; Samfon and his jaw-bone; and fo of the reft. But the 
thing that furprifed me moil was a kind of fquarc-minia- 
ture upon the front of the head-piece, or mitre, of the prieft, 
adminiilring the facrament at Adowa, representing Pharaoh 
on a white horfc plunging in the Red Sea, with many guns, 
and piftols Swimming upon the Surface of it around him. 

Nothing embofled, nor in relief, ever appears in any or 
their churches ; all this would be reckoned idolatry, So much 
So that they do not wear a crofs, as has been represented, on 
the top of the ball of the fendick, or ilandard, becaufe it calls 
a lhade ; but there is no doubt that pictures have been 
ufed in their churches from the very earlicll age of Chri- 
(lianity. 

The Abuna is looked upon as the patriarch of the Abyf- 
finian church, for they have little knowledge of the Coptic 
patriarch of Alexandria. We are perfectly ignorant of the 
hiftory of tliefe prelates for many years after their appoint¬ 
ment. The firll of rhefe mentioned is Abuna Tecla Haima- 
nour, who diftinguiflied himfelf by the relloration of the 
royal family, and the. regulations he made both in church 
and Hate, as we have Seen in the hifiory of thole times : a 
very remarkable, but wife regulation was then made, that 
the Abyfiinians fliould not have it in their power to choofc 
one of their own countrymen as Abuna. 


Wist 
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Wise men faw the fallen (late of literature among them; 
anti unlefs opportunity was given, from time to time, for 
their priefts to go abroad to Jcrufalem for their inftrudion, 
and for the purpole of bringing the Abuna, Tecla Haima- 
nout knew that very foon no fet of people would be more 
lhamcfully ignorant than thofe priefts, even in the moll 
common dogmas of their profeftion. He hoped therefore, by a 
confidcrable llipend, to tempt fome men of learning to ac¬ 
cept of this place, to give his countenance to learning and 
religion among them. 

The Arabic canon g which is preferved by the Abyflinian 
church, and laid to be of the council of Nice, fhould certain¬ 
ly be attributed to this Abuna, and is a forgerv in. or very 
foon after, his time ; for it is plain this canon took place 
about the year 1300, that it was lawful to eled an Abuna, 
who was a native of Abyflinia before this prohibition, other- 
wife it would not have applied. Abuna Tecla Haimanout 
was an Abyftinian by birth, and he w r as Abuna; the prohi¬ 
bition therefore had not then taken place : but, as no A- 
byftinian was afterwards chofcn, it mull certainly be a work 
of his time, for it is impoftible a canon lhould be made by 
the council of Nice, fettling the rank of a bifhop in a na¬ 
tion which, for above 200 years after that general council, 
were not Chriftians. 

As the Abuna very fcldom underftands the language, he 
has no fliare of the government, but goci to the palace on 
days of ceremony, or when he has any favour to alk or com¬ 
plaint 


* Sec X.edol* : lib. iii. cap. 2. N’\ l 7 
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plaint to make. He is much fallen in efleem from what 
he was formerly, chiefly from his own little intrigues, his 
ignorance, avarice, and want of firmnefs. His grearefl em¬ 
ployment is in ordinations. A number of men and chil¬ 
dren prefent themfelves at a diftance, and there Hand, from 
humility, not daring to approach him. He then afks who 
thei'e are ? and they tell him that they want to be deacons. 
On this, with a fmall iron crofs in his hand, after making 
two or three iigns, he blows with his mouth twice or thrice 
upon them, faying, “ Let them be deacons.” I law once all the 
army of begemder made deacons, j uft returned from lhcdding 
the blood of 10,000 men, thus drawn up in Avlo Meidan, and 
the Abuna Handing at the church of St Raphael, about a 
quarter of a mile diHant from them. With thei'e were min¬ 
gled about 1000 women, who consequently, having part of 
the fame blaH and brandiihment of the crofs, were as good 
deacons as the red. 

The fame with regard to monks. A crowd of people, 
when he is riding, will affemble within 500 yards of him, 
and there begin a melancholy long. He aiks who thei’e 
men with beards are? they tell him they want to be ordain¬ 
ed monks. After the fame iigns of the crofs, and three 
blaHs with his mouth, he orders them to be monks, hut 
in ordaining priefls, they mull be able to read a chapter of 
St Mark, which they do in a language he docs not inalcr- 
Hand a word of. They then give the Abuna a bric k of fait, 
to the value of pet haps iixpence, for their ordination; 
which, from this prelent given, the Jcfuits maintained to be 
Simoniacal. 


T. t: r 
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Thf. Irchcguc Is the chief of the monk , in general, c f P c- 
u.illv tliofc of Debra Libanos. The Jic.ul of the other 
monks, called tliofc of St Euftarhius, is the fuperior of the 
convent of Mahehar Selaflc, on the N. \V. corner of Ahvf- 
(ima, near Ku.ua. and tire StiangaUa, towards Sennaar 
and the rtvcv Render. M\ th'ts tribe is groMy ignorant, 

and through time, \ believe, will lofe the vife of letters en¬ 
tirely. 


Tur. Itchegue is ordained by two chief priefts holding a 
white cloth, or veil, over him, while another fays a prayer; 
and they then lay all their hands on his head, and 
join in pfalirs together. He is a man, in troublcfome times, 
of much greater confequcncc than the Abuna. There are, 
after theie, chief priefts and feribes, ar. in the Jev.dh 
church : the laft of thcle, the ignotant, carelcl's copier* of 
the holy leripturcs. 

Tur. monks here do not live in convents, as in Europe, 
bur in feparate houfes round their church, and each c tlti- 
vatc.t a part of the property they have in land. The priefts 
have their maintenance afligned to them in kind, and do 
not labour. A fteward, being a layman, is placed among 
them by the king, who receives all the rents belonging to 
rhe churches, and gives to the priefts the portion that is 
their clue; but neither the Abuna, nor any other church¬ 
man, has any buiinefs with the revenues of churches, nor 
can touch them. 

The articles of the faith of the Abyflinians have been in¬ 
quired into and difeuiled with lo much kcennefs in the 
beginning of this century, that 1 fear I fliould difobligc 

x fomc 
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fome of my readers were I to pafs this fubjeft without 
notice. , 

Their firfl bifhop, Frumentius, being ordained about the 
year 333, and inftrufted in the religion of the Greeks of the 
church of Alexandria by St Athanafius, then fitting in the 
chair of St Mark, it follows that the true religion of the 
Abyflinians, which they received on their converfion to 
Chriftianity, is that of the Greek church ; and every rite or 
ceremony in the AbylTinian church inay be found and tra¬ 
ced up to its origin in the Greek church while both of them 
were orthodox. 

Frumentius preferved Abyftinia untainted with hcrefy 
till the day of his death. We find, from a letter preferved 
in the works of St Arhanalius .that ConiUmtius, the heretical 
Greek emperor, wifhed Sr .\tfunaiius to deliver him up, 
which that patriarch refufed to do: indeed at that time it 
was not in his power. 

Soon after this, Arianifm, and a number of other lierc- 
fies, each in their turn, were brought by the monks trom 
Egypt, and infected the church of Abyflinia. A*great part 
of thefe hcrefics, in the beginning, were certainly owing to 
the difference of the languages in thofe times, and clpccial- 
]y the two words Nature and Perfon, than which no two 
words were ever more equivocal in every language in which 
thev have been tranflated. Either of thefe words, m our 
own language, is a fuflicient example of what I have fa»d ; 
and in fact we have adopted them from the Latin. If vve 
had adopted the fignification of thefe words in religi- >n f om 
the Creek, and applied tlic Latin words of Perfon and N.i- 
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ture to common and material cafes, perhaps we had done 
better. Neither of them hath ever yet been trandated into 
the Abyflinian, fo as to be underftood to mean the fame 
thing in different places. This for a time was, in a certain 
degree, remedied, or underflood, by the free accefs they had, 
for feveral ages, both to Cairo and Jerufalem, where their 
books were revifed and corrected, and many of the princi¬ 
pal orthodox opinions inculcated. But, fince the conquefl 
of Arabia and Egypt by Sultan Selim, in 1516, the commu¬ 
nication between Abyflinia afid thefe two countries hath 
been very precarious and dangerous, if not entirely cut of!'; 
and now as to dodhine, I am .perfectly convinced they are 
in every -refpetT to the full as great heretics as ever the Je- 
fuits reprefented them. And I am confident, if any Catholic 
millionaries attempt to in {truth them again, they will foot: 
We the ufc of letters,and the little knowledge they yet have 
of religion, from prejudice only, and fear of incurring a 
danger they arc not fuUicicntiv acquainted with to follow 
the means of avoiding it. 

Tur. two natures in Chrifl, the two perfons, their unity, 
their equality, the inferiority of the manhood, doctrines, and 
definitions of the time of St Athanafius, are all wrapt up in 
tenfold darknefs, and inextricable from amidil the thick 
clouds of herefy and ignorance of language Nature is of¬ 
ten miftaken for perfon, and perfon for nature ; the fame of 
the human fubrtamv. It is monflrous to hear their jeafbn- 
ing upon if. One v mid tltink. that every different monk, 
every time lie talk', purpofclv bioaehcd fome new herefy. 
Scarce one of them that ever 1 converfcd with, and tliofe of 
the very bell of them, would fufl’cr it to be faid, that Clnift’s 
body was perfectly like ours. Nay, it was cafily feen that, 
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m tlieir hearts, they went ilili further, and were very loth- 
to believe, if they did believe it ar all, that the body of the 
lrgin Mary and St Anne were perfectly human. 


Not to trouble the reader further with thefe uninterdling 
particulars and diftinitions, 1 fliall only add, that the Jefuits, 
in the account they give of the heretics, ignorance, and ob- 
llinatv of the Abyilinian clergy, liavc not mifreprefented 
them, in the imputations made again!! them, either in point 
of faith or of morals. Whether, this being the cafe, the 
minion thev undertook of themfelvcs into that countrv, 
gave them authority to deftroy the many with a view to 
convert the few, is a qudfion to be refolved hereafter ; I 
believe it did not; and that the tares and the wheat fhould 
have been fullered to grow together till a hand of more 
authority, guided by unerring judgment, pulled them, with 
that portion of fafety he had pre-ordained for both. 


The Proteftant writers again unfairly triumph over their 
advcrfarics the Catholics, by afking, Why all that noife a- 
bout the two natures in Chrill ? It is plain, fay they, from 
palfages in the Haimanout Abou, and their other tracts up¬ 
on orthodox belief, that they acknowledge that Chrift was 
perfect God and perfect man, of a rational foul and human 
liei'li fubfijling, and that all the confcllions of unity, co¬ 
equality, and inferiority, are there cxprcflcd in the cleared 
manner as received in the Greek church. What nccellity 
was there for more ; and wliat need or difpming upon tliefe 
points already lb fully fettled? 


Tins, I beg leave to fay, is unfair ; for though it is true 
that, at the time of colle&ing the Kaimanout Abou, and at 

tlit. 
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the time St Athanafuis, Sr Cyril, and St Chryfoftom wrote, the 
explanation of thefe points was uniform in favour of ortho¬ 
doxy, and that while accels could eafily be had to Jerufalem 
or Alexandria, then Greek and Chriftian cities, difficulties, if 
any arofc, were eafily refolvcd ; yet, at the time the Jeiuits 
came, thole books were very rare in the country, and the 
contents of them fo far from being underilood, that they 
were applied to the fupport of the grofiell herefics, from 
the misinterpretation of the ignorant monks of thefe lat¬ 
ter rimes. That the Abx ilinians Lid been orthodox availed 
nothing: they tvere lien become as ignorant of the doc¬ 
trines of St Athanalius and St Cyril, as if thefe fathers had 
never wrote ; and it is their religion at this period which the 
1 efuits condemn, not that of the church of Alexandria, when 
in its purity under the firft patriarchs ; and, to complete 
all their misfortune, no accefs to Jerufalem is any long¬ 
er open to them, and very rarely communication with Cairo. 

On the other hand, the ;efuits,who found thru the Abyfi- 
finians were often wrong in f'omc things, were refolvcd to 
deny that they could be right in any thing ; and, from at¬ 
tacking their tenets, they fell upon their ceremonies re¬ 
ceived in the Greek church at the fame time with Chrifti- 
anitv; and in this difputc they fhevu’d great ignorance and 
malevolence, which they fupported by the help of falfc- 
hood and invention. I ffiall take notice of only one in¬ 
stance in many, becaufc it has been infilled upon by both 
parties with unufual vehemence, and very little candour. 

It was fettled by the firft general council, that or.c bap- 
tifm only was ncccflary for the regeneration of man, for 
freeing him from the fin of our firft parents, and lilting 

S f 2 him 
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him under the banner of Chrifl,—“ I confefs one baptifm 
for the rcmiflion of fins,” fays the Symbol.. Now it was 
maintained by the Jefuits, that in Abyllinia,once every year* 
they baptifed all grown people, or adults. I (hall, as briefly 
as poffible, fet down what I myfelf faw while on the fpot. 

The fmal-l river, running between the town of Adowa 
and the church, had been dammed lip for feveral days; 
the ftream was fcanty, fo that it fearccly overflowed. 
It was in places three feet deep, in fome, perhaps, four, 
or little more. Three large tents were pitched the morn¬ 
ing before the feaft of the Epiphany ; one on the north for 
the priefts to repofe in during intervals of the fervice, and 
befide this one to communicate in : on the fouth there was 
a third tent for the monks and priefts of another church 
to reft thcmfelvcs in their turn. About twelve o’clock ajt 
night the monks and priefls met together, and began the : r 
prayers and pfalms at the water-fidc, one party relieving 
each other. At dawn of day the governor, Wclleta Michael, 
came thither with fome foldiers to rail'e men for has Mi¬ 
chael, then on his march againtt Waragna Falil, and fax 
down on a fmall hill by the water-fide, the troops all ikir- 
mifliing on foot and on horfeback around them. 

As foon as the fun began to appear, three large crofTcs of 
wxiod were carried by three priefls dreiled in their iacerdo- 
tal veftments, and who, coming to the fide of the river, dipt 
the crofs into the water, and all this time the firing, fkir- 
mifhing, and praying went on together. The priefls 
with the crofTcs returned, one of their number before 
them carrying fomething lefs than an Englifh quart of 
water in a diver cup or chalice ; when they were about 

fifty 
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fifty yards from Welleta Michael, that general flood up, as, 1 
the prieft took as much-water as he could hold in his ha ;us 
and fprinkled it upon his head, holding the cup at the lame 
time to Welleta Michael’s mouth to tafte ; after which the 
prieft received it back again, faying, at the fame time, u Gzier 
y’barak,” which is Amply, “ May God blefs you.” Kadi of 
the three erodes were then brought forward to Welleta Mi¬ 
chael, and he killed diem. The ceremony of fprinkLng 
the water was then repeated to all the great men in the tent, 
all cleanly drelied as in gala. Some of them, net contented 
with afperfion, received the water in the palms of their 
hands joined, and drank it there; more water was brought for 
thofe that had not partaken of the firft ; and, after the whole 
of the governor’s company w r as fprinkled, the erodes return¬ 
ed to the river, their bearers finging hallelujahs , and the 
lkirmifhing and firing continuing. 

Jannt, my Greek friend, had recommended me to the 
prieft of Adowa ; and, as the governor had plated me by 
him, I had an opportunity, for both thefe realbns, of being 
ferved among the iirft. My friend the pried fprinkled wa¬ 
ter upon nn head, and gave me his bit fling in the fame 
words he had ufed to the others; but, as I law it was not 
neceftary to drink, 1 declined putting the cup to my lips, 
for two realbns ; one, bccaufe I knew the Abyiiinians ha\e 
a fcruple to cat or drink after ft rangers; the other, bccaufe 
1 .apprehended the water was not perfectly clean; for ro 
fooncr had the erodes iirft touched the pool, and the cup 
filled from the clean part for the governor, than two or 
three hundred boys, calling thcmfelvcs deacons, plunged in 
with only a white cloth, or rag, tied round their middle; in a’l 
Other rclpccts they were perfectly naked. Ail their ft icn«i.> and 
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relations (indeed everybody) went clofe down to the edge 
of tbc pool, where water was thrown upon them, and full 
decently enough by boys of the town, and thofe brought 
on purpoie as deacons ; but, after the better fort of people 
had received the afperfton, the whole was turned into a riot, 
the boys, muddying the water, threw it round them upon 
every one they law well-drefled or clean. The governor re¬ 
treated lirll, then the monks, and then the erodes, and left 
the brook in poflcllion of the boys and blackguards, who 
rioted there till two o’clock in the afternoon. 

I must, however, obferve, that, a very little time after the 
governor had been fprinklcd, two horfes and two mules, be¬ 
longing to Ras Michael and Ozoro Ellhcr, came and were 
walked. Afterwards the loldiers went in and bathed their 
horfes and guns; thofe who had wounds bathed them alfo. 
I faw no women in the bath uncovered, even to the knee; 
nor did I fee any perfon of the rank of decent fen-ants go 
into the water at all except with the horfes. Heaps of plat¬ 
ters and pots, that had been ufed by Mahometans or Jews, 
were brought thither like wife to be purilied; and thus the 
whole ended. 

I saw this ceremony performed afterwards at Kaliha, 
near Gonclar, in pre fence of the king, who drank fome of 
the water, and was fprinklcd by the priefts; then took the 
cup in his hand, and threw the rcll that was left upon Am- 
ha Yakuts*, faying, “ I will be your deacon and this was 
thought a high compliment, the priclt giving him his blcf- 
fing at the lame time, but oifering him no more water. 

1 SHALL 
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I shall now Rate, in his own words, the account given 
of this by Alvarez, chaplain to the Portuguefe cmbaiTv, 
under Don Roderigo de Lima. 

The king had invited Don Roderigo de Lima, the Portu- 
guefe ambaflador, to be prefent at the celebration of the 
feftival of the Epiphany. They went about a mile and a 
half from their former Ration, and encamped upon the fide 
of a pond which had been prepared for the occafion. Al¬ 
varez lays, that, in their way, they were often afkcd by 
thole they met or overtook, “ Whether or not they were go¬ 
ing to be baptized?” to which the chaplain and his com¬ 
pany anfwered in the negative, as having been already 
once baptized in their childhood. 

“ In the night, fays he, a great number of priells aflem- 
bled about the pond, roaring and finging with a view of 
blelllng the water. After midnight the baptifm began. The 
Abuna Mark, the king and queen, were the fil'd that went 
into the lake ; they had each a piece of cotton cloth about 
their middle, which was jull fo much more than the reft 
of the people had. At the fun-rifing the baptifm was molt 
thronged; after which, when Alvarez ' cuwc, the lake was 
full of holy water, into which they had poured oil.” 

It fhould feem, from this outfet of his narrative, that he 
was not at the lake till the ceremony was half over, and did 
not fee the benediction of the water at all, nor the curious 
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exhibition of the King, Queen, and Abuna, and their cotton 
cloths. As for the circumilance of the oil being poured in¬ 
to the water, I will not pofitively contradid it, for, though I 
was early there, it might have cfcaped me if it was done in 
the dark. However, I never heard it mentioned as part of 
the ceremony; and it is probable I fhould, if any fuch thing 
was really pradifed; neither was I in time to have feen it 
at Kahha. 

“ Before the pond a fcaffold was built, covered round 
with planks, within which fat the king looking towards 
“ the pond, his face covered with blue tail'eta, while an old 
“ man, who was the king’s tutor, was Handing in the water 
“ up to the ihoulders, naked as he was born, and half dead 
“ with cold, for it had frozen violently in the night. All 
“ thofe that came near him lie took by the head and plun- 
" ged them in the water, whether men or women, faying, in 
tl his own language, I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 
il Son, and Holy Ghoit” 

Now Shoa, where the king was then, is in lat. 8° N. and 
the fun was in 22 0 fouth declination, advancing northward, 
Co the fun was, on the day of the Epiphany, within 30° of the 
zenith of the bathing-place. The thermometer of Fahren¬ 
heit rifes at Gondar about that time to 68”, fo in Shoa it can- 
siot rife tolcfs than 70°, for Gondar is in lat. 12° N. that is 4 0 
farther northward, fo it is not poiliblc water ihould freeze, 
nor did I ever fee ice in Abyilinia, not even on the higheft 
or coldeft mountains. January is one of the hotted months 
in the year, day and night the iky is perfectly ferene, nor is 
there there a long difproportioned winter night. At Shoa the 
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days arc equal to the nights, at leaf! as to fenfe, even in the 
month of January. 

The baptifm, Alvarez fays, began at midnight, and the 
old tutor dipt every perfon under water, taking him by the 
head, faying, ‘ I baptife thee in the name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghofl.’ It was moil thronged at fun- 
rife, and ended about nine o’clock ; a long time for an old 
man to Rand in frozen water. 

The number (as women were promifcuou/ly admitted) 
could not be lefs than 40,000; fothat even the nine hours 
this baptift-general officiated, he mtift have had exercife 
enough to keep him warm, if 40,000, (many of them naked 
beauties) palled through his hands. 

The women were dark naked before the men, not even 
a rag about them. Without fome l'uch proper medium as 
frozen water, I fear it would not have contributed much to 
the intcrefls of religion to have trailed a pried (even an old 
one) among fo many bold and naked beauties, clpecially 
as he had the lirfl fix hours of them in the dark. 

The Abuna, the king, and queen, were the three firft bap- 
tifed, all three being abfolutely naked, having only a cotton 
cloth round their middle. 1 am lure there never could be 
a greater deviation from the manners of any kingdom, than 
this is from thofe of Abyllinia. The king is always cover¬ 
ed ; you leldom fee any part of him but his eyes. The 
queen and every woman in Abyllinia, in public and private, 
(I mean where nothing is intended but convcrfndon) are 
covered to the chin. It is a dilgrace to them to have even 
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their feet feen by Grangers; and their arms and hands are 
concealed even to their nails. A curious circumflance there¬ 
fore it would have been for the king to be fo liberal of his 
queen’s charms, while he covers his own face with blue taf¬ 
feta ; but to imagine that the Abuna, a coptifh monk bred in 
the dck’rt of St Macarius, would expofe himfclf naked a- 
niong naked women, contrary to the ulual cuftom of the 
celebration he obferves in his own elutrch, is monilrous, and 
muil exceed all belief whatever. As the Abuna Mark too 
was of the reafonahle age of no years, he might, 1 think, 
have difpenfed at that time cf life with a bathing gown, 
el'pecially as it was fry?. 

$ 

The old man in the pond repeated the formula, “ I bap- 
tife you in the name of the l ather, of the bon, and ot the 
Holy Ghofl,” in his own language; and Alvarez, it is plain, 
undcrflood not one word of Abyllinian. Yet, on the other 
hand, he fpcaks Latin to the king, who wonderfully unck r- 
llands him, and anfwers as dccifively on the merits of 
the diipute as if he had been educated in the Surbonne. 
“ Con tit cor unum baptizma” i;> ys Alvarez*, was a conilitu- 
tion of the Nicenc council under hope Leo. Right, fays t!ir 
king, whole church, however, anathematized Leo and the 
council he prelided at, which Loth the king and Alvarez 
ihould have known was not the Nicenc council, thou eh 
the words of the fymboi quoted arc thought to be part of a 
k onfeihon framed by that ailembly. 


“ O h 
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“ Qui credidcrit ct baptizatus fuerit falvus erit, M fays Al¬ 
varez. “ You fay right, anfwers the king, as to baptifm ; 
thefe are the words of our Saviour; but this prefent ce¬ 
remony was lately invented by a grandfather of mine, in 
favour of fuch as have turned Moors, and are defirous a- 
gain of becoming Chriftians.” 

I should think, in the firfl place, this anfwcr of the king, 
fhould have let Alvarez fee no baptifm was intended there ; 
or, if it was a re-baptiim, it only took plate in favour of 
thofe who had turned Moors, and mud therefore have been 
but partial. If this >vas really the cafe, what had the king, 
queen, and Abuna to do in it ? Sure they had neither apof- 
tatized nor was the company of apoftates a very creditable 
focicty for them. 

Ai.v.'.ui.z, to perfuadc us this is real baptifm, lays rhat 
/>il was thrown into the pond before he came. He will iv if 
/■barge I;ini 1 elf with having feen this, and it is probably a 
falfehood. But he knew it was an cflcntial in baptifm in 
eii the cLurches in the call; ib indeed is fair, which he 
should have laid was here tiled likewile: then he would 
have had all the materials of Creek baptifm, and this fait 
might have contributed to cooling the water, that had 
frozen under the rays of a burning fun. 

Alvaklz until hive Icon, that notoi.ly men ana women 
go ro be walhcd in the pool, but boric-, cows, ntulcs, and 
a prodigious number of ailes. Arc time baptiicti: I would 
willi to know” the formula the reverend l> apt id-general ufed 
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There is but one church where I ever faw facred rites, or 
fomething like baptifm, conferred upon affcs; it is, I think, 
at Rome on St Andrew’s or St Patrick’s day. It Ihould be 
St Balaam’s, if he was in the Roman kalendar as high as lie is 
in the Abyilinian. In that church (it is I think on Monte 
Cavallo) all forts of affes, about and within Rome, are gather¬ 
ed together, and fhowers of holy water and blellings rained 
by a pridl upon them. What is the formula I do not know; 
although it is a joke put upon ftrangers, cfpccially of one 
nation, to affemble them there; or whether the two church¬ 
es of Rome and Abvflinia differ fo much in this as in other 
points of difciplinc, I am not informed ; but the rationality 
and decency of fuch a ceremony being the fame in all 
churches, the fervice performed at the time lliould be the 
fame likewife. 

1 will not then have any fcruplc to fay, that this whole ac¬ 
count of Alvarez is a grofs fiction ; that no baptifm, or any 
thing like baptifm, is meant by the ceremony ; that a man is 
no more baptifed by keeping the anniverfary of our Saviour’s 
baptifm, than he is crucified by keeping his crucifixion. The 
commemoration of our Saviour’s baptifm on the epiphany, 
and the bleffing the waters that day, is an old obfcrvancc of 
the eaflcrn church, formerly performed in public in Lgyptas 
now in Ethiopia. Since that of Alexandria fell into the hands 
of Mahometans, the fear of infult and profanation has obliged 
them to confine this ceremony, and all other proceflions, 
within the walls of their churches in each of which there 
is conftantly a place devoted to this ufe. T hofe that cannot 
attend the ceremony of afperfion in the church, especially 
fck or infirm people, have the water font to them, and a 
large contribution is made for the patriarch, or biff top ; yet 
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nobody ever took it into their heads to tax cither Greek or 
Armenian with a repetition of baptifm. 

Monsieur de Tournefort*, in his travels through the 
Levant, gives you a figure of the Greek pried, who biefl'es 
the water in a peculiar habit, with a pa floral ftafT in his 
hand. 

Bur, bcfidcs this, various falsehoods have likewife been 
propagated ah'-ut the manner of baprilfn pracTifcd in Abyf- 
finia, all in order to impugn the validity of it, and to ex- 
cufe the rath conduit of the Jcfuns for re-baptiling all the 
Abyfiinians, as if ihev had been a Jcwifh and Pagan people 
that never had been baptiled at all. The violation of this 
article of the creed, or confcllion of Nice, was a cattle or 
great olfencc to the Abyllinians, and of the misfortunes 
that happened afterwards. 'The whole of the AbylTinian 
fcrvicc of baptifm is in their liturgy. The Jciuirs had plenty 
of copies in their hands, and could have pointed out the 
part of the fcrvicc that was heretical, if they had plcafcd; 
thev did not pretend, however, to do this, and their dlence 
condemns them. 

As for the idle dories that are told of the words pronoun¬ 
ced, fitch as,—“ 1 baptize you in the name of the Holy Tri¬ 
nity,”—“ In the name of Peter and Paul,”—“1 baptize you 
in the water of Jordan,”—‘‘May God baprife you,”—“ May 
G d wadi vonand many others, they arc all invented bv 
thejefuits, to excufe the repetition of baptifm in Abydinia, 
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which there was no fort of occafion for, as they might have 
examined the words and form in the liturgies, which are in 
every church; and I mud here only obferve, that if, as the 
chaplain of Alvarez fays, the prielt in the pool, on the fefli- 
val of the Epiphany, was fo fond of the proper words as even, 
at that time, to fay, “ I baptife you in the name of the fa- 
“ tlicr, of the Son, and of the Holy Glioil,” the woids he 
quotes to fhew this immcrfion in water on the Ipiphany, 
is a real baptifm, 1 cannot comprehend why they Ihould 
vaiy them to other words, when nothing but baptifm is 
meant. Bur this I can bear evidence of, that, in no time 
when I was prelcnt, as 1 have above a hundred times been 
at the baptifm both of adults and infants, aye, and of apo- 
ilates too, I never heard other words pronounced than the 
orthodox baptifmai ones, “ I baptize thee in the name of 
“ the Father, of the Son, and of the Iloly Ghofl,” immer¬ 
sing the child in pure water, into which they frit pour a 
fmall quantity of oil of olives, in the form of a crols. 

The Abyflinians receive the holy facramcnt in both kinds 
in unleavened bread, and in the grape bruifed with the 
hulk together as it grows, fo that it is a kind of marmal¬ 
ade, and is given in a flat fpoon : whatever they may pre¬ 
tend, fomc mixture feems ncccflary to keep it from fermen¬ 
tation in the ftatc that it is in, uniefs the dried duller is frefli 
bruifed juft before it is ufed, for it is little more fluid than 
the common marmalade of confectioners ; but it is perfectly 
the grape as it grew, bruifed Hones and Ikin together. Some 
means, however, have been ufed, as I fuppofe, to prevent 
fermentation, and make it keep; and, though this is con- 
ftantly denied, 1 have often thought I tailed a flavour that 
was not natural to the grape itfelf. 


i 


It 
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It is a miftakc that there is no wine in Abyflinia, for a 
quantity of excellent flrong wine is made at Dreeda, fouth- 
wdl from Gonclar about thirty miles, which would more 
than fupply the quantity neeeflary for the celebration of 
the eucharifl. in all Abyflinia twenty times over. The people 
themfelves are not fond of wine, and plant the vine in one 
place only; and in this they have been imitated by the f - 
gvptians, their colony; but a fmall black grape, of an ex¬ 
cellent flavour, grows plentifully wild in every wood in 
1 igre. 

Large pieces of bread are given to the communicants 
in proportion to their quality; and 1 have fecn great men, 
who, though they open their mouths as wide as convenient- 
ly a man can do, yet from the rcfpect the pricil nore hint, 
fuch a portion of the loaf was put into his mouth that wa¬ 
ter ran from his eyes, from the incapacity of chewing it, 
which,however, he docs as indecently, and with full as much 
noife, as he cats at table. 

After receiving the facramcnr of the cucharifl in both 
kinds, a pitcher of water is brought, of which the commu¬ 
nicant drinks a large draught; and well lie needs it to wafli 
down the quantity of bread he has jufl 1'wallowcd. lie 
then retires from the fleps of the inner divilion upon which 
the adminiflering priell Hands, and, turning his face to the 
wall of the church, in private lays Ionic prayer with feem- 
itig decency and attention. 


Tilt* Romanifls doubt of the validity of the Abyflinian 
ronlecraiion of the elements, bccatife in their liturgy it is 
plainly laid, “ Lord, put thy hand upon this cup, anti Mel's 
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“ it, and fandtify it, and purify it, that in it may be made 
“ thy holy blood;” and of the bread they fay, “ Fiefs this 
“ fauccr, or plate, that in it may be made thy holy body.” 
And in their prayer they fay, “ Change this bread that it 
u may be made thy pure body which is joined with this 
“ cup of thy precious blood.” The Jcfuits doubt of the va¬ 
lidity of this confecration, bccaule it is laid, “ this bead is 
my body,” and over the wine, “ this cup is my blood where¬ 
as, to operate a true tranfubftantiation, they fhould fa) over 
the bread, “ this is mv body.” 

For my own part, I leave it to the reverend fathers, who 
are the bell judges, what is nccellitry to operate this miracle 
of tranfubftantiation. The reality of the thing itfelf is de¬ 
nied by all Proteilant churches, has been often doubted by 
others, has been ridiculed by lay-writers, and can never be 
a matter, I believe,of thorough convidfion, much lefs of proof 
to any. The dignity of the fubjedt, on which it touches 
nearly, as well as tendernefs for our brethren on the con¬ 
tinent, an article of whofc faith it is, fhould always fereen it 
from being treited with plealantry, whatever we believe, or 
whether we believe it or not. 

M. Ludolf thinks, that the words I have fet down are a 
proof the Aliy uinians do not believe in trail fubdanti at ion. 
F ir my part, from thole very words, I cannot think any thing 
i.s dearer than that they do; the bread is upon the plate; 
they pr-v drat that plate may be blclltd, “ That in it the 
breae may ne made God’s holy body *;” and of the wine they 

lav, 

* f 


* See the Ethiopic litut^ics. juiiim. Ludolf, lib. in. cap. 5 . 
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fay, “That it may be made thy holy blood:” and in their 
prayer they fay, “ Change this bread that it may be made 
thy bodyand again, “ May the Holy Ghod Ihinc upon 
this bread, that it may be made the body of Chrid our God, 
and that this cup may be changed and become the blood, 
not the fymb'jl, of the blood of Chrift our God.” With all 
rcl'pcct to Mr Ludolf’s opinion, I mud think that, though 
the benediction prayed upon the patine, fpoon, and chalice, is 
but an auk ward expreilion, vet, if I underhand the language, 
“ convcrtc” and “imnunetur” are literal tranflations of the 
Ethiopic, and leein to pray fora tranfubllantiation as direct¬ 
ly as words will admit, whether they believe in it or not; 
nor, as far as 1 know, can any ftronger <:u more cr-.pre dive be 
found to fubditutc in their place. 

1 shall fiiiiiii this fubjeet (which is not of my province, 
and vihith I have mentioned, becauie I kr.ow it is a matter 
width ionic ot my readcis deliic information upon) by an 
anecdote that happened a few months before my coming 
into Abvilinia, as it was accidentally told me by the pried 
of Adow.i ihe \cry day of the Epiphany, and which Janni 
vouthed to be true, and to have leen. 

Tnr .Sunday before Ras Michael’s departure forGondar 
from Adowa, lie went to church in great pomp, and there 
received the faerament. There happened to be Inch a crowd 
to lee him, that the wine, part of the confeerated elements, 
was thrown down and i'pilt upon the deps whereon the 
communicants Hood at receiving. Some draw or hay was 
indantly gathered and fprinkled upon it to cover it, and the 
communicants continued the fcrvice till the end, treading 
that grafs under foot. 

Vol. 111. U u 
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This giving great offence to Janni, and feme few priefls 
that lived with him, it was told Michael, who, without ex¬ 
plaining himfelf, laid only, “ As to the fact of throwing ti c 
hay, they are a parcel of hogs, and know no better.” Tin ; 
few words had Hack in the ilomach of the piietl of Adov , 
who, with, great lecrecv, and as a mark of friendihip, begged 1 
would give him my opinion what he fhould have d.>ne, or 
rather, what would have been done in my countrv ? 1 told 
him, “ That the anfwer to his queftion depended upon two 
things, which,being known, liis diilicukies would \crv call’ y 
be foived. If you do believe that the wine lpilt by the m,.b 
upon the lleps, and trod under foot afterwards, was really 
the blood of Jel'us Chrill, then you was guilty of a moll hor¬ 
rid crime, and you Humid erv uuon the mountains to co\cr 
you; and ages of atonement are not fuhicier.t to exphite it. 
You lhouhl, in the mean rime, have railed the place ion: d 
with iron, or built it round with Hone, that no foot, or any 
thing elfc but the dew of heaven, could have fallen upon 
it, or you fhould have brought in the river upon the plate 
that would have wafhed it a!* to the lea, an., covered it eve: 
after from facrilegious profanation, lhittr,' ,-*.i con train- 
you believe, (as many Clirillian t hare lies do iiuu the wine 
(notwithftanding confecrationj lemained in ib. .up nothing 
more than wine, but was only t he g mbol, or n pe, -or C.hri.'h . 
blood of the New Tcilament, then the ipdling it upon the 
Heps, and the treading upon it afterwards, having been 
merely accidental, anti out of youi po wer to prevent, being 
lb far from yourwilii that you are hvanil) ibrrv that it-hap- 
pened, 1 do not re.won that vou ate furrier liable in the 
crime of lacriJcge, than it ilie wu.e hail not oven r^n.'ecra • 
ted at all. You are tv i humble t ourlelf, and hnccu.Iv re ere; 

• J K.> 

that fo irreverent an accident happened in your i.mds, ami 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


*> ** A 

in your time, but as you did not intend it, and could not 
prevent it; the confer]’acme or an accident, where inatten¬ 
tion is exceedingly culpable, will be imputed to you, and 
nothing further.’’ 

The pried declared to me, with great earnednefs, that he 
never did believe that the elements in the cucharid were 
convened by confecration into the real body and blood of 
Chrid. lie laid, however, that he believed this to be the 
Roman Catholic faith, but it never was his; and that 
he conceived the bread was bread, and tire wine was wine, 
even after confecration. From this example, which occur¬ 
red merely accidentally, and was not the fruit of interroga¬ 
tion or curiofitv, it appears to me, whatever the jc'uits lay, 
fomc at lead among the Abyilinians do not believe the real 
prcfcncc in the cucharid ; but further I am not enough 
informed to give a politivc opinion. To foil'w this invef- 
ticration more curioullv would have been atteuded with a 

O * 

confidcrable degree of danger; and therefore 1 have dated 
my only means of knowledge, and leave my readers entire¬ 
ly to the freedom of their own opinion, and to after inqui¬ 
ry and information. 

The Abvffmians arc not all agreed about the dare of fouls 
before the reiurrection ol the bodv. 1 lie opinion wiiu.li 
generally prevails is, that there is no third lhue; Luo that, 
after the example of the tin. f, the iouls of good men enjoy 
the beatific vifton immediately upon the reparation from the 
bodv. But 1 mtid here obiei ve, tlmt their practice ami books 
do both contradict this ; r .r, as ojum as any pci ton dies, alms 
are given, and prayers are offered lor the foal* ot ihoie de¬ 
parted, which would be vain did they bJ..eve they moi; 

l ! u 2 aireadv 
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already in the prefence of God, and in poffeftion of the 
greatcft blefs poflible, wanting nothing to complete it. “ Re- 
mcmber,(fays their liturgy) O Lord! the fouls of thy fervants, 
our father Abba Matthias, and the reft of our faints, Abba 
Salama, and Abba Jacob.” In another place, “ Remember, 
O Lord ! the kings of Ethiopia, Abreha, and Atzbeha, Caleb, 
and Gucbra Mafcal.” And again, “ Rclcafe, O Lord ! our fa¬ 
ther Antonius, and Abba Macarius.’ If this is not dircclly ac¬ 
knowledging a feparate ftate, it can have no meaning at all. 

I have already faid, that the Agaazi, the prcdeceftors of 
thofe people that fettled in Tigre from the mountains of the 
Habab, were fticpherds adjoining to the Red Sea; that they 
fpcak the language Gerz, and are the only people in Abyfft- 
nia in poffeftion of letters ; that thefe are all circumcifed, 
both men and women. The former term, as applied to 
men, is commonl}- known to every one the lcaft acquaint¬ 
ed with the Jewilh hiftory. The latter is, as far as I know, 
a rite merely Gentile, although in Africa, at leaf! that part ad¬ 
joining to Egypt and the Red Sea, it is much more known and 
more univcrfally praetifed than the other. This I Ihall call 
cx./Jkn , that I may exprefs this uncommon operation by as 
decent a word as poiliblc. The Ealalha likewife i'ubmit to 
both. 

These nations, however they agree in their rite, differ in 
their accounts of die time they received this ceremony, as 
well as the manner of performing it. The A by/limans of 
Tigtc lay, that they received it from Ifhmacl’s family and 
his dcicendants, with whom they were early connected in 
their trading voyages. They fay alio, that the queen of Sa¬ 
ha, and all the women of tiiat coaft, had fullered exeifion at 
the ulual time of life, before puberty, and before her jour¬ 
ney 
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ney to Jcrufalcm. The Falafhi again declare, that their cir- 
cumcifion was that commonly praotifed at JcruJalem m rhe 
time of Solomon, and in life among them when tiiev left 
Palcflinc, and came into AbyfFmia. 

The circiimcifion of the Abvlfinians is performed with a 
fharp knife, or razor. There is no laceration with the nails, 
no formula or repetition of words, nor any religious ceremony 
at the time of the operation, nor is it done at an)- particular 
age, and generally it is a woman that is the furgeon. The 
Falallia fay, they perform it fomerimes with the edge of a 
iharp Hone; fometimes with a knife or razor, and at other 
times with the nails of their lingers; and for this ptirpole 
they have the nails of their little lingers of an immoderate 
length: at the time of the operation the pried chants ahvmn, 
or verfe, importing, “ Bleflcd art thou, O Lord, who hall or¬ 
dained circumcilion !” This is performed on the eighth dav, 
and is a religious rite, according to the firit inllitution by 
God to Abraham. 

The Abyflinians pretend theirs is not fo ; and, being pred¬ 
ed for the real'on, they tell you it is becaufe ChriH and tire 
apo ties were eireumcifed, though they do not hold it ne- 
ceilary to falvation. But it is the objection thev conllantly 
mi lie againll eating out of the fame plate, or drinking out 
of the fame cup with 11 rangers, that they arc uncin umci- 
fed, while, with the Fgyptians or the Cophrs, though equnl- 
Iv (Irangers, they make no Inch difficulty. In the time of 
the Jefuits, when the Homan Catholic religion was aboli.li¬ 
ed, and liberty given them to return to their old worlhip, 
their priells proclaimed a general circumcilion; and 'he 
populace, in the lirfl davs of their fun, or triumph, mur¬ 
dered many Catholics, by dabbing them with a lance in that 

3 P^t,. 
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part, as they met them, repeating in derilion thejewifh hymn, 
or ejaculation, “ bletled is rl:cL«.»rd that hath ordained cir- 
eumcition !” fo that, I believe, their indiTerence in this ar¬ 
ticle is rather owing to not being contradicted ; juft as they 
are carelefs about every other parts of religion, unlcfs i'uch 
as have been revived in their minds by difputcs with the 
fefuits, and kept up ftnee in part among their clergy. But 
none of them pretend that circumcilion arilcs from ncccf- 
lity of any kind, or from any obilruetion or impediment to 
procreation, or that it becomes neceftary for cleanlincfs, or 
from the heat of climate. 


Non?, of thefe reafons, conftantly alledged in Europe, 
are ever to be heard of here, nor do I believe they have the 
fmallctl foundation any where ; and this, I think, fhould 
weigh llrongly in favour of the account feripture gives of 
it. Examining the origin of this ceremony, independent of 
this revelation, I will never believe that man, or nations of 
men, ralhlv fubmitted to a difgraccful, fometimes danger¬ 
ous, and always painful operation, unlcfs there had been 
propofed, as a coni’equcnce, feme reward for fubniitting to, 
or fomc punifhrncnt for ref aft ng it, which balanced in their 
minds the pain and danger, as well as difgracc, of that ope¬ 
ration. 

Ai.l the inhabitants of the globe agree in conftdering it 
fhameful to expofe that part of their body, even to men; 
and in the caft, where, from climate, you are allowed, and 
from relpeet to your fupcriois, the generality of men are 
forced to go naked, all agree in covering their waift, which 
is called their j.akc.iihfi, though it is really the only part of 
their bodv that is covered. We fee even that there w r as a 

curfe 
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curfc * attended tlie mere feeing that part of the V,,l v of 
a parent, and not imtantly throwing a covering over it. 


I no not propofe difcufllng at large the argument'' for 
or againfl the rime of the beginning to circumcifo. The 
feripture lias given fucli an account of it, that, when weigh¬ 
ed with the promife fo cxaclly kept to the end, fee ms to me 
to be a very rational one. But, conlidering all revelation 
out of the qucllion, 1 think there is no room to infinite 
any free or fair inquiry. I give no pre-eminence to Moles 
nor his writings. I fuppofe him a profane author; bur, tiil 
thofe that argue againll his account, and maintain cireum- 
cifion was earlier than Abraham, lliall fhew me an.*thet 
profane writer as old as Mofes, as near the time they fay it 
began as M >fu; was to the time of Abraham, I will not 
argue with them in fupport of hub's againfl Herodotus, 
nor difeufs who Herodotus’s l’hcnicians, and who his Eg\p- 
tians were th.it cireumeiled. 1 Lorod nus knew not Abra¬ 
ham nor Males, and, compired to their days, lie b but as 
yelterday. Thofe l'hcniciae-, and Egyptians might, for any 
tiling he knew at his rime, liave received cireumciiion from 
Abraham or llhmael, or fame of their poflcri:\, as the A- 
byllinians or T;hiopians, ]:o:n he refers to, actually fay 


they did, which Herod *tus did not hue 
he mention l. thee were elrcunuikd. 
Abytliuians metis l>n v cv-niideia;ion 
of it themielves, ’b u tH v were, in the 


w, it i' plain, thougil¬ 
lies tmed; ion of the 
from what then- H v 
eai’icd time, eireum- 


cifed before thev 
Tigre. ITom t: b 


left ihcir native country, and feuded ui 
they derive no lionour, nor do they y.c- 
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tend to any. It would have been otherwife, if the rrra fixed 
upon had been the reign of Mcnilck, fon of Solomon, when 
they full embraced Judaifm under a monarch. Tliis 
would have made a much more brilliant epoch in their lii- 
Itory, whilll it was probable that they adopted circumcilion 
under the countenance of A/arias, the fon of Zadok, the 
high pricll, and the reprefentatives of the twelve tribes 
who came with him at that time from Jerufaiem. 

It feems to me very ex raordinarv, that, if circumci ion 
was originally a Jewilh ii vention, all thole nations to the 
l'outh fhould be abfoiutcly ignorant of it, while others to 
the northward were fo early acquainted with it; for r. vie 
of thofe nations up the Nile (excepting the Shepherds) either 
know or praclife it to this day; though, ever lime the 
1400th year before Chriil, they have been in the doled con¬ 
nection with the Jews. This would rather make me belic\c, 
that the rite of circumcilion went northwanl from the plain 
of Mature, for it certainly made no prog refs fouthward from 
Egypt. We fee it obtained in Arabia, In Zipporald, Moles’s 
wife, circumciling her fon upon their return to Lgypt. Her 
great anxiety to have that operation immediately perform¬ 
ed, fhews that hcr’s was a [udaical circumcilion ; there was 
no fm that attended the omiilion of this operation in Egypt, 
but God had laid to Abraham r, “ The foul that is not cir- 
cumciled fhall be cut off from lfrael.” 

The Tcheratz Agows, who live between Lada and Be¬ 
gem der, in ail exceedingly fertile country, are not circum¬ 
ci fed ; 


* Exod. chap. iv. ver, 2 ". -j Gen, chap. 
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cifed ; and, therefore, if this nation left Paleflinc upon ]o- 
fhua palling Jordan, circumcifion was not known there, for 
the Agows to this day are uncircumcifed. The fame may be 
faid of the Agows of Damot, who arc fettled at the head of 
the Nile. It will be fecn by the two fpecimens of their dif¬ 
ferent languages that they are different nations, as I have 
alledged. Next to thefe arc the Gafat, in a plain open coun¬ 
try, who do not life circumcifion; none of them were ever 
converted to Judaifm, and but few of them to Ch'iftianirv, 
The next are the people of Amhara who did not ufc circum¬ 
cifion, at lead few of them, till after the maffacrc of the 
princes by Judith in the year 900, when the remaining prin¬ 
ces of the line of Solomon fled to Shoa, and the court was 
eflablifhcd there. The laft of thefe nations that l fliall 
mention are the Galla, who arc not circumcifcd ; of this na¬ 
tion we have faid enough. 

On the north, a black, woolly-headed nation, called the 
Shangalla, already often mentioned, bounds Abyflinia, and 
ferves like a firing to the bow made by thefe nations of Gal¬ 
la. Who tlicv are we know perfectly, being the Cufliitc. 
Troglodytes of Sofala, Saba, Axum and Meroe ; lhut up, as 1 
have already mentioned, in thofe caves, the firfl habitations 
of their more polifhed anceflors. Neitlier do thefe ciicum- 
cife, though they immediately bordered upon igypt, wlhle 
the Cufhite, adjoining to the peninfula of Africa certainly 
did. As then fo many nations contiguous to Egypt never 
received cireumcilion from it, it feems an invincible argu¬ 
ment, that this was no cmlemial rite or cullom among the 
Egyptians, and I have before otlcrved, that it was ot no uie 
to this nation, as the rcafons mentioned by l'hilo, a id t.be 
refl, of cleanlinefs and climate, ;ue abfolute dreams, and 

Vo l. III. X x now 
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now, exploded ; and that they arc fo is plain, bccaufe, otfier- 
wife, the nations more to the louthward would have adopt¬ 
ed it, as they have univerfally done another cullom, which 
1 ih.ui prelently l'peak of. 

Crtcu v.cision, then, having no natural caufe or ad¬ 
vantage, being in itfelf repugnant to man’s nature, and ex¬ 
tremely painful, if not dangerous, it could never originate 
in man’s mind wantonly and out of free-will. It might 
have dcnc ib indeed from imitation, but with Abraham it 
had a cattle, as God was to make his private family in a few 
years numerous, like the lands of the fea. This mark, which 
ft panted them from all the world, was an eafy way tollrcw 
whether the promiie was fulfilled or not. They were go¬ 
ing to take poiiellion of a land where circumciiion was not 
known, and this Ihewcd them their enemy diilimSt from 
their ox. n people. And it would be the groflefl abfurdity to 
fern! Samfon to bring, as tokens of the llain, 1b many fore- 
ikins or prepuces of the Philiilincs, if, as Herodotus fays, 
the Philiftines had cut oil tlieir prepuces a thouiand years 
before. 

I must here take notice tliat this ctt'lom, filthy and bar¬ 
barous as it is, has been adopted by the Abyilinians of Tigre, 
who have always been circumcifcd, from a knowledge that 
tin- nations about them were not circumcifcd at all. It is 
ti uc thev do n >; content h< m (elves with the foreikin, and 
] doubt very much u this was not the cafe with the Jews 
likewife. On the contrary, in place of the foreikin they 
cut the whole away* ferotum and all, and bring this to 
their fuperiors, as a token they have killed an enemy. 


Although 
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Although it then appears that the nations which had 
Egypt between Abraham and them, that is, were to the 
fouthward, did not follow the Egyptians in the rite of cir- 
cumcifion, yet in another, of excifion, they all concurred. 
Strabo* fays, the Egyptians circumcifed both men and wo¬ 
men, like the Jews. I will not pretend to fay that an}' fuch 
operation ever did obtain among the Jewifh women, is 
feripture is filent upon it; and indeed it is nowhere ever 
pretended to have been a religious rite, but to he introdu¬ 
ced from neceflity, to avoid a deformity which nature has 
fubjedted particular people to, in particular climates and 
countries. 

We perceive among the brutes, that nature, creating (her 
animal with the fame limbs or members all the world o- 
ver, does yet indulge itfelf in a variety, in the proportion of 
fuch limbs or members. Some are remarkable for the fize 
of their heads, fome for the breadth and bignefs of the tail, 
f *me for the length of their legs, and fome for the fize of 
their horns. There is a diftridt in Abydinia, within the per¬ 
petual rains, where cows, of no greater fize than ours, have 
horns, each of which would contain as much water as the 
ordinary water-pail ufed in England does; and I remem¬ 
ber on the frontiers of bennaar, near the river Dender, to 
have feen a herd of many hundred cows, ever} 7 one of which 
had the apparent conftrudlion of their parts almoft fimilar 
with that of the bull; fo that, for a confiderable time, I 
tvas perfuaded that thefe were oxen, their udders being 
very final 1, until 1 had feen them milked. 

v. iii. X x 2 This 
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This particular appearance, or unneceflary appendage,*at 
firft made me believe that I had found the real caui'e <-f cir- 
cumcifion from analogy, but, upon information, this did not 
hold. It is however otherwife in the excifion of woim'n. 
from climate, or fome other caufe, a certain difproportion 
is found generally to prevail among them. And, as the po¬ 
pulation of a country has in every age been confidcrcd as an 
objed worthy of attention, men have endeavoured to re¬ 
medy this deformity by the amputation of that redundancy. 
All the Egyptians, therefore, the Arabians, and nations to 
the fouth of Africa, the Abyfiinians, Gallas, Agows, Ga- 
fats, and Gongas, make their children undergo this opera¬ 
tion, at no fixed time indeed, but always before they are 
marriageable. 

When the Roman Catholic priefls firft fettled in Egypt, 
they did not negled fupporting their million by temporal 
advantages, and fmall prefents given to needy people their 
profelytes ; but miftaking this excifion of the Coptilh wo¬ 
men for a ceremony performed upon Judaical principles, 
they forbade, upon pain of excommunication, that excifion 
ihould be performed upon the children of parents who 
had become Catholics. The converts obeyed, the children 
grew up, and arrived at puberty; but the confequences of 
having obeyed the interdict were, that the man found, 
by chufing a wife among Catholic Cophts, he fubje&ed 
hit rile If to a very difagreeable inconveniency, to which he 
had conceived an unconquerable averfion, and therefore 
he married a heretical wife, free from this objection, and 
with her he reiapfed into her efy. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


34<E 

The miffionaries therefore finding it impoffiblc that ever 
their congregation could increafe, and that this accident did 
fruftrate all their labours, laid their cafe before the College 
of Cardinals dc propagandafide, at Rome. Thefe took it up as 
a matter of moment, which it really was, and fent over 
vifitors {killed in furgery, fairly to report upon the cafe as 
it flood; and they, on their return, declared, that the heat 
of the climate, or fomc other natural caufe, did, in that par¬ 
ticular nation, invariably alter the formation fo as to make 
a difference from what was ordinary in the fex in other 
countries, and that this difference did occafion a difguft, 
which muft impede the confequences for which matrimony 
was inilituted. The college, upon this report, ordered that 
a declaration, being firft made by the patient and her pa¬ 
rents that it was not done from Judaical intention, but bc- 
caufe it difappointed the ends of marriage, “ Si modo 
“ matrimonii frudtus impediret id omnino tollendum ef- 
“ fetthat the imperfedlion was, by all manner of means, 
to be removed ; fo that the Catholics, as well as the Cophts, 
in Egypt, undergo cxcifion ever fince. 1 his is done with a 
knife, or razor, by women generally when the child is about 
eight years old *. 

« 

There is another ceremony with which I fhall clofe, and 
this regards the women alio, and I fliall call it inct/ion. This 

is 


* The reader will obferte, by tie obfeurity of this paflage, that it is with rek<Parrc t 
bare been drttiniired to mention it at all; but as it is an hifloncal fsf', whub bat- lad 
material confequences, 1 have thought it not allowable to omit it altogether. Any naturaJiih- 
milling for more particular information, may confult the French copy. 
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is an ufage frequent, and ftill retained among the Jews, 
though pofitively prohibited by the law: M Thou (halt not 
cut thy face for the fake of, or on account of the dead 
As foon as a near relation dies in Abyflinia, a brother or pa¬ 
rent, coufin-german or lover, every woman in that relation, 
with the nail of her little finger, which (he leaves long on 
putpofe, cuts the (kin of both her temples, about the fize of 
a fixpence; and therefore you fee either a wound or a fear 
in every fair face in Abyflinia ; and in the dry feafon, when 
the camp is our, from the lofs of friends they feldom 
have liberty to heal till peace and the army return with 
the rains. 

The Abyflinians, like the ancient Egyptians, their firft co¬ 
lony, in computing their time, have continued the ufc of the 
folar year. Diodorus Siculus fays, “ They do not reckon 
their time by the moon, but according to the fun ; that thir¬ 
ty days conftitute their month, to which they add five days 
and the fourth part of a day, and this completes their 
year. 

These five days were, by the Egyptians, called Nici, and, 
by the Greeks, Epagomeni, which fignifies, days added, or 
fuperinduced, to complete a fum. The Abyflinians add five 
days, which they call Quagomi, a corruption from the Greek 
Epagomeni, to the month of Auguft, which is their Naha- 
afle. Every fourth year they add a fixth day. They begin 
the year, like all the eallern nations, with the 19th or 30th 
day of Auguft, that is the'kalends of September, the 29th of 
Auguft being the firft of their month Mafcaram. 

It 


* Scut. chap. xir. ver. i. 
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It is uncertain whence they derived the names of their 
months ; they have no fignilication in any of the languages 
of Abyflinia. The name of the iirft month among the old 
Egyptians has continued to this day. It is Tot, probably fo 
called from the firfl divifion of time among the Egyptians, 
from obfervation of the hclaical riling of the dog-liar. The 
names of the months retained in Abyllinia are poflibly in 
antiquity prior to this ; they are probably thole given them 
by the Culhite, before the Kalcndars at Thebes and Me roe, 
their colony, were formed. 

. The common epoch which the Abyllinians make ufe of 
is from the creation of the world ; but in the quantity of 
this period they do not agree with the Greeks, nor with 
other eallern nations, who reckon 5508 years from the crea¬ 
tion to the birth of Chrilt. The Abyllinians adopt the even 
number of 5 500 years, calling away the odd eight years ; 
but whether this was lirlt done for eafe of calculation, or 
fome better rcafon, there is neither book nor tradition that 
now can teach 11s. They have, belides this, many other e- 
pochs, fuch as from the council of Nice and Ephefus. There 
is likewix'e to he met with in their books a portion of time, 
which is certainly a cycle; the Ethiopia word is kamar, 
which, literally interpreted, is an arch, or circle. It is not 
now in ufe in civil life among the Abyllinians, and there¬ 
fore was mentioned as containing various quantities from 
100 years to 19 ; and there arc places in their hiftorv where 
neither of thcl'e will apply, nor any even number what¬ 
ever. 


They make ufe of the golden number and cpacl con- 
flantly in all their eccldiaftic computations: the lirfl tkey- 

call 
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cull Marque, the other Abadle. Sealiger, who has taken 
great pains upon this confufed fubjedt, the computation of 
time in the church of Abyflinia, without having fuccecd- 
ed in making it much clearer, tells us, that the firft ufc or 
invention of epadts was not earlier than the time of Dioclc- 
fian; but this is contrary to the pofitivc evidence of Abyf- 
finian hiftory, which fays exprefsly, that the epadt was in¬ 
vented by Demetrius*, patriarch of Alexandria. “ Unleis, 
fays the poet in their liturgy, Demetrius had made this 
revelation by the immediate influence of the Holy Ghoft, 
how, I pray you, was it poflible that the computation of 
time, called Epadts, could ever have been known ?” And, 
again, “ When you meet, fays he, you fhall learn the com¬ 
putation by epadts, which was taught by the Holy Ghoft to 
father Demetrius, and by him revealed to you.” Now De¬ 
metrius was the twelfth patriarch of Alexandria, who was 
eledted about the 190th year of Chrift, or in the reign of 
the emperor Severus, confcquently long before the time of 
Dioclefian. 

It feems the reputation the Egyptians had from very old 
time for their fkill in computation and the divifion of time, 
remained with diem late in the days of Chriftianitv. Pope 
Leo the Great, writing to the emperor Marcian, confefTes 
that the fixing the time of the moveable feafts was always 
an exclufive privilege of the church of Alexandria ; and 
therefore, fays lie, in his letter about reforming the kalen- 
dar, the holy fathers endeavoured to take away the occa- 
fion of this error, by delegating the whole care of this to 

the 


'* JEntom. 12th October, Od. 3. tom. 1. Ann. Aiexan. p. m. 363. 
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tWe biftiop of Alexandria, becaufe the Egyptians, from old 
times, feem to have had this gift of computation given them; 
and when thefe had fignified to the apoftoiic See the days 
upon which the moveable feafts were to happen, the church 
of Rome then notified this by writing to churches at a great¬ 
er diflance. 

We are not to doubt that this privilege, which the church 
>f Alexandria had been fo long in pofleflion of, contributed 
much to inflame the minds of the Abyflinians againft the 
Roman Catholic priefts* for altering the time of keeping 
Ealler, by appointing days of their own; for we fee violent 
commotions to have arifien every year upon die celebration. 
of this fcflival. 

The Abyflinians have another way of deferibing time 
peculiar to themfelvcs ; they read the whole of the tour 
evangelifts every year in their churches. They begin with 
Matthew, then proceed to Mark, Luke, and John, in order; 
and, when they fpeakof an event, they write and fay it hap¬ 
pened in the days of Matthew', that is, m the firfl quarter of 
the year, while the golpel of St Matthew was yet reading 
in the churches.. 

They compute the time of the day in a very arbitrary, ir¬ 
regular manner. The tw’ilight, as 1 have before obferved, 
is very fhort, almoft imperceptible, and was ftill more to 
when the court was removed farther to the l'outhward in 
Shoa. As foon as the fun falls below the horizon, night 
comes on, and all the flats appear. This term, then, the 
twilight, they choofe for the beginning of their day, and 
call it Nagge, which is the very time the twilight of the 
Vox.. 11 L Y y morning 
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morning lads. The fame is obferved at night, and Mefec 
is meant to lignify the inftant of beginning the twilight, 
be ween the fun’s falling below the horizon and the liars 
appearing. Mid-day is by them called Katcr, a very old word, 
w-iich figniiies culmination , or a thing’s being arrived or pla¬ 
ced at the middle or higheft part of an arch. All the reft 
of times, in. converfation, they deferibe by pointing at the 
place in the heavens where the fun then was, when what 
they are deferibing happened. 

I shall conclude what further I have to fay oh this 
fubje< 5 l, by obferving, that nothing can be more inaccurate 
than all Abyllinian calculations. Befides their abfolutc ig¬ 
norance in arithmetic, their excelTtve idlencfs and averfion 
to ftudy, and a number of fanciful, whimlical combina¬ 
tions, by which every particular feribe or monk dillinguillics 
himfelf, there are obvious reafons why there Ihould be a 
variation between their chronology and ours. I have al¬ 
ready obferved, that the beginning of our years are differ¬ 
ent; ours begin on the id of January, and theirs on 
the ift day of September, fo that there are 8 months dif¬ 
ference between us. The laft day of Auguft may be the 
year 1780 with us, and 1779 only with the Abyflinians. And 
in the reign of their kings they very fcldom mention cither 
month or day beyond an even number of years. Suppo- 
ling, then, it is known that the reign of ten kings extended 
from fuch to fuch a period, where all the months and days 
arc comprehended, when we come to afiign to each of 
thefe an equal number of years, without the correfpondent 
months aid days, it is plain that, when all thel’c leparate 
reigns come to be added together, the one fum-total will 
not ag ; cc with the .other, but will be more or Ids than the 

4 juft 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


355 


Juft time which that prince reigned. This, indeed, as errors 
eompenfate full as frequently as they accumulate, will fek 
dom amount to a difference above three years; a fpace of 
time too trivial to be of any confequence in the hiftory of 
barbarous nations. 

However, it will occur that even this agreement is no 
pofitivc evidence of the exavflnefs of the time, for it may fo 
happen that the fum-totals may agree, and yet every parti¬ 
cular Aim conflituting the whole may be falfe, that is, if the 
quantity of errors which are too much cxa< 511 y correfpond 
with the quantity of errors that are too little; to obviate 
this as much as poflible, I have confidered three eclipfes of 
the fun as recorded in the Abyffinian annals. The firft was 
in the reign of David III. the year before the king marched 
out to his firft campaign againft Mafiudi the Moor, in the 
unfortunate war with Adel. The year that the king march¬ 
ed into Dawaro was the 1526, after having difpatched the 
Portuguefe ambaffador Don Roderigo de Lima, who em¬ 
barked at Mafuah on the 26th of April on board the fleet 
commanded by Don Hecftor de Silveyra, who had come from 
India on purpofe to fetch him ; and the Abyflinian annals 
fay, that, the year before the king marched, a remarkable 
eclipfe of the fun had happened in the Ethiopic month 
Ter. Now, in confulting our European accounts, we find 
that, on the fecond of January, anfwering to the iStli day of 
Ter, there did happen an eclipfe of the fun, which, as it 
was in the time of the year when the Iky is cloudlefs both 
night and day, muft have been vifible all the time of its du¬ 
ration. So here our accounts do agree precifelv. 


Yya 


Thi 
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The fecond happened on the 13th year of the reign of 
Claudius, as the Abyffinian account dates it. Claudius fuc- 
cceded to the crown in the 1540, and the 13th year of his 
reign will fall to be on the 1553. Now we find this eclipfe 
did happen in the fame clear feafon of the year, that is, on 
the 24th of January 1553, fo in this fecond indance our 
chronology is perfectly correct. 

The third eclipfe of the fun happened in the 7th year of 
the reign of Yafous II. in Magabir, the feventh month of the 
Abyflinians. Now Yafous came to the crown in 1729, fo 
that the 7th year of his reign will be in 1736, and on the 
4th day of October, anfwering to the 8th day of the month 
Tekemt, N. S. in that year, we fee this eclipfe obferved in 
Europe. 

As a further confirmation of this, we have dared the par¬ 
ticulars of a comet which, the Abydinian annals fay, ap¬ 
peared at Gondar in the month of November, in the 9th 
year of the reign of Yafous I. and as this comet was ob¬ 
ferved in Europe to have come to its perihelion in Decem¬ 
ber 1689, and as that year, according to our account, was 
really the 9th of tliat king’s reign, no further proof of the 
exatftnefs of our chronology can pollibly be required. By 
means of tliefe obfervations, counting backward to the rime 
of Icon Amlac, and again forward to the death of Joas, 
which happened in 1768, and ailigning to each prince the 
number of years that Jiis own hiflorians £ay he reigned, I 
have, in the mod unexceptionable manner tliat I can tie vile, 
fettled the chronology of rliis country; and the exaft agree¬ 
ment it hath with all the remarkable events, regularly and 
iufficientlv vouched, plainly Ihews the accuracy of this 10c- 

1 tliod. 
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thod. If, therefore, in a few cafes, l differ two or three years 
from the Jefuits in their firft account of this country, I do 
not in any fhape believe the fault to be mine, becaufe there 
are, at all thefe periods, errors in point of fatt, both in Alva¬ 
rez and Tellez, much more material and unaccountable than 
the miftake of a few years; and thefe errors have been adop¬ 
ted with great confidence in the Hifpania Illuflrata. and fome 
of the belt books of Portugucfe hiftory which* have made 
mention of this country. 
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BOOK VI. 


FIRST ATTEMPT TO DISCOVER THE SOURCE OF THE NILE FRUS¬ 
TRATED—A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY THITHER, WITH A FULL 
ACCOUNT OF EVERY THING RELATING TO THAT CELEBRA¬ 
TED RIVER. 


CHAP. 1. 

The Author made Governor of Ras el Feel. 

I SOON received an inftance of kindnefs from Ayto Confu 
which gave me great plcafure on feverai accounts. On 
the fouth part of Abyilinia, on the frontiers of Sennaar, 
is a hot, umvholefome, low firipe of country, inhabited 
entirely by Mahometans, divided into feverai fmall di- 
ftnets, known by the general name of Mazaga. Of this I 

have 
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have often before fpoken, and flhall have further occafion int 

the fequel. 

The Arabs of Sennaar that are on bad terms with the 
governor of Athara, fly hither acrofs the defcrt to avoid the 
rapine and violence of that cruel tyrant. The arrival ol 
thefe produces in an inftanr the greareft plenty at Ras cl 
Feel; markets arc held everywhere; cattle of all kinds, milk, 
butter, elephants teeth, hides, and feverai other commodi¬ 
ties, are fold'to a great amount. 

Tice Arabs are of many different tribes ; the chief are the- 
Daveina, then the Nile. Thefe, befldes getting a good mar¬ 
ket, and food for their cattle and protection for thcmfclvcs, 
have this great additional advantage, they efcape the Fly, 
and consequently are not pillaged; as the reft of the Arabs 
in Atbara are, when changing abodes to avoid the havock 
made by that infedh In return for this, they conftantly 
bring horfes from Atbara, below Sennaar, for the king’s 
own ufe, and for fuch of his cavalry who are armed with: 
coats of mail, no Abyflinian horfe, or very few at leaft, be¬ 
ing capable of that burden. 

Ayto Cqnfu had many diftriCts of land from his father 
Kafmati Netcho, as well as fome belonging to his mother 
Ozoro Either, which lay upon that frontier; it was called 
Ras el Feel, and had a fendick and nagareet, but, as it was 
governed always by a deputy who was a Mahometan, it 
had no rank among the .great governments of the ftate. 
Befidcs thefe lands, the patrimony of Confu, Ras Michael 
had given him more, and with them this government, 
young as he was, from favour to his mother Ozoro Efther.. 

This 
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This Mahometan deputy was named Abdel Jellcel, a great 
coward, who had refufed to bring out his men, tho’ fum- 
moned, to join the king when marching againft Fafil. He 
had alfo quarrelled with the Daveina, and robbed them, fo 
that they traded no more with Ras el Feel, brought no more 
horfes, and the diftridt was confequentiy nearly ruined, 
whilft a great outcry was raifed againft Abdel Jelleel by the 
merchants who ufed to trade at that market, not having 
now money enough to pay the meery. 

Ammonios, his Billetana Gueta, was the perfon Ayto Confu 
had dellincd to go to Ras el Feel to reduce it to order, and 
displace Abdel Jcllccl; but Ras Michael had put him as a 
man of truft over the black horfc under me, fo he was em¬ 
ployed otherwise. Confu himfelf was now preparing to go 
thither to fettle another deputy in the place of Abdel Jelleel, 
and he had alked the afliftancc of troops from the king, by 
which this came to my knowledge. 

The firft time I fawOzoro Either, I told her, that, unlefs 
ihe had a mind to have her fon die fpeedilv, die diould, by 
every means in her power, di/Tiiade him from his journey 
to Ras el Feel, being a place where the bloody flux never 
ccafcd to rage; and this complaint had never perfectly left 
him fince he had had the fmall-pox, but had wore him to a 
fliadow. There could be no lurcr way therefore of deftroy- 
ing him than letting him go thither as he propofed. He 
had been for fomc time indeed taking bark, which had 
done him great fcrvicc. His mother Ozoro Either, the Iteghe, 
whole firil favourite he was, and all his friends, now took 
the alarm, upon which the Ras forbade him poiitively to 
go. 

Vol. III. Z z Negade 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

Nko&de Ras Mahomet, of whom we have already fpokerr,. 
brother to Hagi Saleh, who had procured me my firft lodg¬ 
ing at Gondar, was head of all the Mahometans in that ca¬ 
pital, nay, I may fay, in Abyffinia. He, too, was a favourite 
of the Ras, and Ihewed the fame attachment to me, on ac¬ 
count of Metical Aga, as had his brother Saleh This man 
came to me one morning, and told me, that Yafine, whom 
I had brought with me to Abyffinia, and was recommended 
to me by Metical Aga, had married Abdel Jelleel’s daughter, 
and that a fon of Saleh had married a daughter of Yaline’s. 
He faid there was not a man in Abyffinia that was a braver 
foldier and better horfeman than Yafine; that lie had no 
love for money, but was a man of probity and honour, as 
indeed I had always found him ; that the people of Ras el 
Feel, to a man, wifhed to have him for their governor in the 
room of Abdel Jelled; and that all the Arabs, as well as 
Shekh Fidcle, governor of Atbara, for Sennaar, wifhed the 
fame. 

Mahomet did not dare to fpeal: for fear of Ozoro Efther, 
who was thought to favour Abdel Jelled, but he promifed* 
that, if Avto Confu would appoint him inftead of Abdel Jel¬ 
led, he would give him 50 ounces of gold, befides what Ya¬ 
fine fhould allow upon his fettlcment, and would manage 
the affair with Michael when he had leave fo to do. He 
added, that his brother Saleh fliould furniih Yafine with 
200 men from the Mahometans at Gondar, completely arm¬ 
ed with their firelocks, and commanded by young Saleh in 
perfon. 

I was not at this time any judge of the expediency of 
the meafurc; but one refolution I had made, and deter¬ 
mined 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 3 tfj 

mined to keep, that I never would accept a poft or employ¬ 
ment for myfclf, or fclicit any fuch for others. My reader will 
fee, that, for my own fafety, moft unwillingly I had been 
obliged to break the fird of thefe refolutions almoft as foon 
as it was formed, and I was now deliberating whether it 
was not better that I fliould break the other for the fame 
rcafon. Two things weighed with me extremely, the ex¬ 
perience of Yafine’s prudence and attachment to me during 
the whole journey, and my determination to return by 
Sennaar, and never truft myfclf more in the hands of that 
bloody affalfin theNaybe of Mafuah, who I underftood had, 
at fevcral times, manifef :d his bad intentions towards me 

•when I fhould return bv that ifland. 

* 

I ti,attered myfclf, that great advantage would accrue 
to me by Valine’s fricndlhip with the Arabs and the Mickh 
of Atbara; and, having confulted Ayto Aylo firft, I made him 
propofe it to Ozoro Elilicr. I found, upon fpcaking to that 
princcfs, that there was fomething embroiled in the affair. 
She did not anfwer diredly, as ufual, and I apprehended 
that the objection was to Yafine. I was no longer in doubt 
of this, when Ozoro Ellher told me Abba Salama had 
flrongly cfpoufed the caufeof Abdel Jelleel, who had bri¬ 
bed him. Notwithftanding this, I refolved to mention it 
myfelf to Confu, that I might have it in my power to 
know where the objection lay, and give a direct anfwer to 
Yalinc. 

I saw Confu foon after at Kofcam. His bark being ex- 
haufted, I brought him more, and he feemed to be much 
better, and in great fpirits. The time was favourable in all 
its circumitanccs, and I entered into the matter direCtly. I 

Z 2 2 was 
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was very much furprifed to hear him fay gravely, and with¬ 
out hefitation, “ I have as good an opinion of Yafine as 
you can have ; and I have as bad a one of Abdel Jelled as 
any man in Gondar, for which, too, 1 have liiilicient rca- 
fon, as it is but lately the king told me peevilhly enough, 1 
did not look to my affairs, (which is true) as he underftood 
that the diftrieft was ruined by having been negleded. But 
I am no longer governor of Ras el Feel, I have religned it. 1 
hope they will appoint a wifer and better man; let him 
choofe for his deputy Yafine, or who elfc he pleafes, for I 
have fworn by the head of the Iteghe, I will not meddle or 
make with the government of Ras el Feel more. 

Tecla Mariam, the king’s fecrctary, came in at that in- 
ftant with a number of other people. I wanted to take 
Confu afide to afk him further if he knew who this gover¬ 
nor was, but he Ihuffled among the crowd, faying, “ My 
mother will tell y >u all; the man who is appointed is your 
friend, and I think Yafine may be the deputy.” I now loft 
no time in going to Ozoro ILfther to intercede for the go¬ 
vernment of Ras el Feel for Yafine. 

Among the crowd I met firft Tecla Mariam, the king's 
fecretary, who taking me by the hand, faid, with a laughing 
countenance, “ O ho, 1 wifli you jov; this is like a man; you 
are now no ftranger, but one of us ; why was not you at 
court ?” I faid I had no particular bufinefs there, but that 
I came hither to fee Ayto Confu, that he might fpcak in fa¬ 
vour of Yafine to get'him appointed deputy of Ras el Feel. 
“ Why don’t you appoint him yourfclf? fays lie; what has 
Confu to do with the affair now ? You don’t intend always 
to be in leading fixings ? You may thank the king for your- 

le If, 
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fclf, but I would never advife you to fpeak one word of Ya- 
fine to turn; it is not the cuftom ; you may, if you plcafc, to 
C >uhi, iie knows him already. His eilatc lies all around 
you, and he will enforce your orders if there fhould be any 
need.” 

“ Pardon me, Tccla Mariam, faid I, if I do not underhand 
you. I came here to folicit for Yafinc, that Confu or his 
fuoccilor would appoint him their deputy, and you anfwer 
that you advife me to appoint him myfelf.”—“ And fo 1 do, 
replies Tccla Mariam: Who is to appoint him but you ? 
You are governor of Ras el Feel; are you not ?” I hood mo- 
tionlefs with aftonuliment. “ It is no great affair, fays he, 
and I hope you will never fee it. It is a hot, unwholefomc 
country, full of Mahometans.; but its gold is as good as any 
Chrillian gold whatever. 1 wilh it had been Begemder 
with all my heart, but there is a good time coming.” 

After having recovered myfelf a little from my furprife, 
I went to Avto Confu to kifs his hand as my fuperior, but 
this he would by no means fuffer me to do. A great din¬ 
ner was provided us by the Iteghe; and Yafinc being fent 
for, wa- appointed, cloathed,that is invefted,and ordered im¬ 
mediately to Ras el Feel to his government, to make peace 
with the Daveina, and bring all the horfes he could get with 
him from thence, or from Atbara. I fent there all'o that poor 
man who had given us the l'mall blue beads on the road, as I 
have already mentioned. The having thus provided for 
thole two men, and iecured, as 1 thought, a retreat to Sen¬ 
na ir for myfelf, gave me the fnft real pleafurc that I had re¬ 
ceived lince landing at Mal'uah ; and that day, in company 
with Hcikel, Tccla Mariam, Engedan, Aylo, and Guebra 

Dcnghel, 
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Denghel, all my great friends and the hopes of this coun¬ 
try, I for the firft time, lince my arrival in Abyllinia, aban¬ 
doned myfelf to joy. 

Mr conftitution was, however, too much weakened to 
Lear any excefles. The day after, when I went home to 
Emfras, I found myfelf attacked with a flow fever, and, 
thinking that it was the prelude of an ague, with which I 
was often tormented, I fell to taking bark, without any remif- 
flon, or, where the remiflion was very obfeure, I fliut my¬ 
felf up in the houfe,upon my conftant regimen of boiled rice, 
with abundant draughts of cold water. 

I was at this time told that there was a great commotion 
atGondar; that a monk of Debra Libanos, a favourite of the 
Iteghe and of the king too, had excommunicated Abba Sa- 
lama ih a difpute about religion at the Itchegue’s houfe; and, 
the day after, Hagi Mahomet, one of Ras Michael’s tent-ma¬ 
kers, who lived in the town below, through which the high 
road from Gojam paffes, came to tell me, that many monks 
from Gojam had palled through the low town, and exprelfi- 
ed themfelves very much diflatisfied by hearing that a 
frank (meaning me) was in the town above. He faid that 
when they came in fixes and fevens at a time, there was no 
fear; but when they returned altogether (as Michael fome- 
times made them do) they were like fo many madmen; 
therefore, if 1 refolved to flay at Emfras, he wiihed I would 
order him fend me fome Mahometan foldiers, who would 
ftritSUy a<ft as I commanded them. 

At the fame time I received news that my great friend, 
Tccla Mariam, and his daughter of the fame name, the 
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ffloft beautiful: woman in Abyffinia after Ozoro F filter 
were both ill at Gondar. There needed no more for me to 
repair inftamly thitlier. I muffled my head up as great of¬ 
ficers generally do when riding near the capital. I puffed at 
different times above twenty of thefe fanatics on the road, fix 
and feven together; but either they did not know me, or 
at leaft, if they did, they did not fay any thing; 1 came to Ay- 
to Aylo’s, who was fitting, complaining of fore eyes, with 
the queen’s chamberlain, Ayto Heikel. 

After the ufual falu ration, T afkcd Avlo what was the mat¬ 
ter in town ? and if it was true that Sebaat Gzier had excom¬ 
municated Abba Salama ? and told him that 1 had conceived 
thefe difputes about faith had been long ago fettled. He an- 
fwered with an affected gravity, “ That it was not fo; that 
this was of fuch importance that he doubted it would 
throw the country into great convulfions ; and lie would' 
not advife me to be feen in the ftreer.”—“ Tell me, 1 befeech 
you, faid I, what it is about. I hope not the old ftory of the 
Franks ?”—“ No, no, fays he, a great deal worfe than that, it 
is about Nebuchadnezzar—and he broke out in a great fit 
of laughter. “ The monk of Debra Libanos fays, that Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar is a faint; and Abba Salama fays that he was 
a Pagan, Idolater, and a Turk, and that he is burning in 
hell fire with Dathan and Abiram.”—“ Very well, faid I, I 
cannot think he was a Mahometan if he was a Pagan and 
Idolater; but I am furc 1 fhall make no enemies upon this 
difpute.”—“ You are deceived, fays he ; unlefs you tell your 
opinion in this country you are reckoned an enemy to both 
parties. Stay, therefore, all night, and do.not appear on the 
flrcets and, upon my telling them 1 was going to Tccla 
Mariam’s, who was ill, they role with me to go thither, 

for 
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for the ftrideft friendlhip fubfifted between them. We met 
there with Ozoro F.fther, who was viliting the beautiful 1 c- 
cla Mariam in her indifpolition. Seeing Aylo, Heikel, and 
me together at that time of night, fhe iniitled that the 
young lady and I fliould be married, and fhe dedaicd 

roundly fhe would fee it done before fhe left the houfe. As 

* 

neither of my patients were very ill, a great deal of mirth 
followed. Ozoro Either fat late; there was no occation for 
the compliment of feeing her home, fhe had above three 
hundred men with her. 

After fhe was gone the whole difeourfe turned upon 
religion, what we believed or did not believe in our coun¬ 
try, and this continued till day-light, when we all agreed 
to take a little deep, then breakfalt, and go to court. We 
did fo, but Aylo went to Kofcam, and Tecla Mariam to the 
Ras, fo I met none of them with the king. When 1 went 
in he was hearing a pleading upon a caulc of fome conic - 
quence, and paying great attention. One of the parties had 
fvmftied, the other was replying with a great deal of grace¬ 
ful adion, and much energy and eloquence.— They were 
bare down to their very girdle, and would feem rather pre¬ 
pared for boxing than for fpeaking. 

This being over, the room was cleared, and I made my 
proftration. “ 1 do demand of you, lays the king abruptly, 
Whether Nebuchadnezzar is a faint or no ?” I bowed, lay¬ 
ing, “ Your majefly knows I am no judge of rhefe matters, 
and it makes me enemies to fpcak about them.”—“ 1 know, 
fays he gravely, that you will anfwer my queftion when I 
alk it; let me take care of the reft.”—“ 1 never thought, laid 
I, Sir, that Nebuchadnezzar had any pretcnlions to be a 
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*faint. He was a feourge in God’s hand, as is famine or the 
plague, but that docs not make cither of them a wholcfomc 
vifitation.”—•“ What! fays he, Docs not God call him his fer- 
vant ? Does he not fay that he did his bidding about Tyre, 
and that he gave him Egypt to plunder for his recompcnce? 
Was not it by God’s command he led his people into capti¬ 
vity ? and did not he believe in God, when Shadrach, Me- 
ihech, and Abednego efcaped from the fiery furnace ? Sure¬ 
ly he muft be a faint.”—“ I am perfectly fatisfied,faid I, and 
give my confent to his canonization, rather than either 
your majefty, or Abba Salama, fhould excommunicate me 
upon the queftion.” He now laughed out, and feemed great¬ 
ly diverted, and was going to fpeak, when Tecla Mariam, 
and a number of others, came in. I withdrew to the fide 
with refpeft, as the fecretary had a fmall piece of paper in 
his hand. He (laid about two minutes with the king, 
when the room filled, and the levee began. I wifhed Tecla 
Mariam might not be the worfe for lall night’s fitting up. 
u The better, the better, lavs he, much the better. You fee 
we are becoming all good, day and night we are bufv about 
religion.”—“ Arc you upon Nebuchadnezzar to-day, friend? 
laid 1; the king fays to me he is a faint.”—•“ J ull fuch a faint, 
1 fuppofe, fays he, as our Ras Michael, who, 1 believe, is jea¬ 
lous of him, for he is going hinifclf to decide this difpute 
immediately. Go to the Allioa * and you will hear it.” 

There was a number of people in the outer court of the 
king’s lioufe, crying very tumultuoullv for a convocation of 
the church. At twelve o’clock there was no word of Mi- 
Vol. 111 . 3 A • chael 
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chael at the palace ; but I faw the members of the council 
there, and expedted he was coming. Inftead of this, the 
large kettle-drum, or nagareet, called the lion, was carried to 
the king’s gate, which occafioned great fpeculation. But 
prefently proclamation was made in thefe words, given me 
by Tecla Mariam himfelf;—“Hear! hear! hear! they that 
pretend they do not hear this, will not be the Lad puniflied 
for diiobeying:—Whereas many diforderly and idle perfons 
Have flocked to this capital for fome days paft; and brought 
no provifions for themfelves or others, and have frightened 
the country people from coming to market, whereby all 
degrees of men, in this capital, are threatened with famine, 
and fcarcity is already begun; this is, therefore, to give no¬ 
tice, That if any fuch people, after twelve o’clock to-morrow, 
be found in this city, or in the roads adjoining thereto, they 
fhall be puniflied like rebels and robbers, and their fault 
not preferibed for feven years.”' 

And, in about ten minutes aftewards, another proclama¬ 
tion was made :—“ The king orders four hundred Galla of 
his troops to patrole the ftreets all the night, and difperfe 
fummarily all forts of people that they fhall find gathered to¬ 
gether; commands thirty horfe to patrole between DebraTzai 
and Kolia, thirty on the road to Woggora, and thirty on that to 
Emfras, to protect our fubjedts coming to marker, and going 
about their other lawful bufinefs : They that are wife will 
keep themfelves well when they are fo.” There was no need 
of a fecond proclamation. The monks were all wife, and 
returned in an inflam every man to his home. The Galla 
were mentioned to terrify only, for they did not exift, 
©zoro Eft her having cleared the palace of that narion ; but 
the monks knew there would be found people in their place 
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fcvery bit as bad as Galla, and did not choofe to rifk the trial 
of the difference. 

At this time a piece of bad news was circulated at Gon- 
dar, that Kafmati Boro, whom the Ras had left governor at 
Damot, had been beaten by Fafil, and obliged to retire to 
his own country in Gojam, to Stadis Amba, near the paffage 
of the Nile, at Mine ; and that Fafil, with a larger army of 
ft ranger Galla than that he had brought to Fagitta, had ta¬ 
ken poffeliion of Bure, the ufual place of his refidence. This 
being privately talked of as true, I afked Kefla Yafous in 
confidence what he knew of it. Upon its being confirmed, 
I could not difguife my forrow, as 1 conceived that unex- 
pedled turn of affairs to be an invincible obftacle to my 
reaching the fource of the Nile. “ You are miftaken, 
fays Kefla Yafous to me, it is the beft thing can hap¬ 
pen to you. Why you defire to fee thofe places I do not 
know, but this I am fure of, you never will arrive there with 
any degree of fafety while Fafil commands. He is as per¬ 
fect a Galla as ever forded the Nile; he has neither word, nor 
oath, nor faith that can bind him ; he does mifcliief for 
mifehief’s fake, and then laughs at it.” 

** Michael, after the battle of Fagitta, propofed to his 
army to pafs the rainy feafon at Bure, and quarter the 
troops in the towns and villages about. He would have 
flaid a year with them, to {hew that Fafil could not help 
them, but he was over-ruled. At Hydar Michael (that is, in 
November next) all Abyllinia will march againft him, and 
he will not flay for us, and this time we fhall not leave his 
country rill we have eaten it bare; and then, at your eafe, 
you will fee every thing, defend yourlclf by your own 
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force, and be beholden to nobody; and remember what l 
fay, peace with Fafil there never will be, for he does not de¬ 
fire it; nor, till you fee his head upon a pole, or Michael’s 
army encamped at Bure, will you (if you are wife) ever at¬ 
tempt to pafs Maitflia.” Memorable words! often after¬ 
wards refle&cd upon, though they were not ftri&ly verified 
in the extent they were meant when fpoken. 
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CHAP. IL. 

Battle of Banja—Conjfiracy againjl Michael—The Author retires ter 
Emfras—Dejcription of Gondar % Emfras , and Lake Tzatia. 

A FTER FafiTs defeat at Fagitta, and the affront lie recei¬ 
ved at Aflba in the heart of his own country, he had 
continued his route to Bure, a diftricl of the Agows, where 
was his eonftant refidence. After this lie had eroded the 
Nile into the country of Bizamo, and Boro de Gago had ta¬ 
ken up his refidence at Bure, when Michael returned to 
Gondar ; but no lboner had he heard of his arrival in thofc 
parts than he marched with a number of horfe, and forced- 
his rival to retire to Gojam. 

The Agows w*cre all lovalifts in their hearts, had been < 
forced to join Fafil, but, immediately after his defeat, had de¬ 
clared for Michael. The iirft thing, therefore, Fafil did, when 
returned to Bure, was to attack die Agows on every iide, a 
double advantage was furc to follow this victory, the fa- 
mifliing his enemies at Gondar, and converting lb rich a 
territory to his. own ule, by extirpating the Agows, and lay¬ 
ing 
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ing it open to be pofleffed by his countrymen, the Galla, 
from Bizamo. 

A very obftinate battle was fought at Banja, "one of their 
principal fettlcments, in which the Agows were entirely 
defeated, feven of their chiefs killed, all men of great conse¬ 
quence, among whom was Ayamico, a very near relation 
of the king. The news were firll brought by a fon of 
Nanna Georgis, chief of the Agows, who efcaped from the 
battle. Michael was at dinner, and I was prel'ent. It was 
one of his caroufals for the marriage of Powufifen, when 
young Georgis came into the room, in a torn and dirty 
habit, unattended, and almoft unperceived, and prefen ted 
himfelf at the foot of the table. Michael had then in his 
hand a cup of gold, it being the exclufive privilege of the 
governor of the province of Tigre to drink out of fuch a 
cup ; it was full of wine; before a word was fpoke, and, upon 
the firft appearance of the man, he threw the cup and wine 
upon the ground, and cried out, I am guilty of the death of 
thefe people. Every one arofe, the table was removed, and 
Georgis told his misfortune, that Nanna Georgis his father, 
Zeegam Georgis, the next in rank among them, Ayamico the 
king’s relation, and four other chiefs, were flain at Banja, and 
their race nearly extirpated by a victory gained with much 
bloodfhcd, and after cruelly purfued in retaliation for that 
of Fagitta. 

A council was immediately called, where it was refol- 
ved, that, though the rainy fcafon was at hand, the utmoft 
expedition fhould be made to take the field ; that Gufho and 
Powufifen fhould return to their provinces, and incrcafe 
their army to the utmoft of their power; that the king 
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IhouLl take the low road by Foggora and Dara, there to join 
the troops of Begcmder and Amhara, crofs the Nile at the 
mouth of the lake, above the fecond cataract,as \t\s caWed, 
and march thence ftraight to Bure, which, by fpeedy march¬ 
es, might be done in five or fix days. No refolution was ever 
embraced with more alacrity; the caufe of the Agows 
was the caufe of Gondar, or famine would elfe immediate¬ 
ly follow. The king’s troops and thofe of Michael were all 
ready, and had juft refrefhed themfelves by a week’s feftivity. 

Gusho and Powuflen, after having fworn to Michael that 
they never would return without Fafii’s head, decamped next 
morning with very different intentions in their hearts ; for 
no fooner had they reached Bcgemder than they entered 
into a confpiracy in form again!! Michael, which they had 
long meditated ; they had relblved to make peace with Fafil, 
and fwear with him a folemn league, that they were but to 
have one caufe, one council, and one intereft, till they had 
deprived Michael of his life and dignity. The plan was, 
that, in hopes to join with them, the army fbould pafs by 
Dara and the mouth of the lake, as aforefaid, between that 
lake, called the lake of Dembea, on the north fide, and an¬ 
other fmall lake, which feems formerly to have been part 
of the great one, and is called Court-ohha; on the fouth is 
the village of Dcrdcra, and the church of St Michael. Here 
was to be the fcenc of a£lion; as foon as Michael advanced 
to Derdcra, Guflio and Powuften were to dole him behind 
on the north ; Fafil, from Maitfha, was to appear on his 
front from the fouth, whilll, between Court-ohha and the 
lake, in the midft of tliefe three armies, Michael was to lofe 
his liber'y or his life. The fecrct was profoundly kept, 
though known by many ; but every one was employed in 
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preparations for the campaign on the king’s part, and no 
Tufpicion entertained, for nothing cofts an Abyflinian lefs 
.than to diflemble. 

It had been agreed by Gufho and Powuflen before part¬ 
ing, in order to deceive Michael, that, fhould Fafd retire 
from Bure at their approach, and pafs the Nile into his own 
-country, the King, Ras Michael, and part of the army fhould 
remain at Bure all the rainy feafon; that, upon the return 
of the fair weather, they were all again to alTemble at Bu¬ 
re, crofs the Nile into Bizamo, and lay wafte the country of 
the Gaila, that the veftige of habitation fhould not be fecn 
upon it. 

All this time I found myfclf declining in health, to 
which the irregularities of the lad week had greatly con¬ 
tributed. The King and Ras had fufficiently provided tents 
and convenicncies for me, yet 1 wanted to conflrudl for my- 
felf a tent, with a large flit in the roof, that I might have 
an opportunity of taking obfervations with my quadrant, 
without being inquieted by troublefome or curious vifitors. 
1 therefore obtained leave from the king to go to Emfras, 
a town about twenty miles fouth from Gondar, where a 
number of Mahometan tent-makers lived. Gufho had a 
houfe there, and a plcafant garden, which he very willing¬ 
ly gave me the ufe of, with this advice, however, which at 
the time I did not underhand, rather to go on to Amhara 
with him, for I fhould there fooner recover my health, and 
be more in quiet than with the King or Michael. As the 
king was to pafs immediately under this town, and as moft 
.of thofe that loaded and unloaded his tents and baggage 
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were Mahometans, and lived at Emfras, I could not be bet¬ 
ter fituated, or more at my liberty and eafe, than there. 

After having taken my leave of the king and the Ras, 
I paid the fame compliment to the Iteghe at Kofcam: I had 
not for feveral days been able to wait upon her, on account 
of the riots during the marriage, where the Ras required my 
attendance, and would admit of no excufe. That excellent 
princefs endeavoured much to difTuade me from leaving 
Gondar. She treated the intention of going to the fource 
of the Nile as a fantaftical folly, unworthy of any man of 
fenfe or underftanding, and very carneftly advifed me to 
flay under her protection at K.ofcam, till I faw whether Ras 
Michael and the king would return, and then take the firft 
good opportunity of returning to my own country through 
Tigre, the way that I came, before any evil fliould overtake 
me. 

1 excused myfelf the bell I could. It was not cafy to do 
it with any degree of conviction, to people utterly unlearn¬ 
ed, and who knew nothing of the prejudice of ages in fa¬ 
vour of the attempt 1 was engaged in. I therefore turned 
the difeourfe to profeflions of gratitude for benefits that I 
had every day received from her, and for the very great ho¬ 
nour that fhe then did rue, when Ihccondeleended to teftify 
her anxiety concerning the fate of a poor unknown travel¬ 
ler like me, who could not pofliblv have any merit but 
what arofe from her own grac ious and generous fentiments, 
and univerfal charity, that extended to every objcCt in pro¬ 
portion as they were helplefs. “ Sec, fee, fays flic, how 
every day of our life punilhes us with proofs of the per- 
verfenefs and contradiction of human nature; >on arc 
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come from Jerufalcm, through vile Turkilh governments, 
and hot, unwholefomc climates, to fee a river and a bog, 
no part of which you can carry away were it ever fo valua¬ 
ble, and of which vou have in vour own country a thou- 
fand larger, better, and cleaner, and you take it ill when I 
difeourage you from the purfuit of this fancy, in which you 
are likely to perilh, without your friends at home ever hear¬ 
ing when or where the accident happened. While 1, on 
the other hand, the mother of kings who have fat upon 
the throne of this country more than thirty years, have for 
my only wifli, night and day, that, after giving up every 
thing in the world, I could be conveyed to the church of 
the Holy Sepulchre in Jcrufalem, and beg alms for my i‘ub- 
fiftence all my life after, if 1 could only be buried in the 
flrect within fight of tlic gate of that temple where our 
bleffed Saviour once lay.” This was faid in the moll me¬ 
lancholy tone poflible, an unufual gloom hanging upon her 
countenance. Her defiring me, however, to flay at Kofcam, 
till I knew whether the king and Michael would return or 
nor, conlidcring the large army they were to lead to the 
field, and the feeblcncfs of the fo-often defeated Fafil, made 
me from that inilant apprehend that there was fomctliing 
behind with which I was yet unacquainted. 

Gold, and orders for cattle and provifions while at Em- 
fras, followed this converfation with the queen ; this, in¬ 
deed, had never failed at other rimes, which, by Avto Avlo'.s 
advice, 1 never more refuted. Here 1 cannot help obierving 
the different manner in which three.people did the fame 
tiling. When l received gold from Michael, it was openly 
from his hand to mine, without compliment, as he paid the 
rdt of the king’s servants. When 1 received it from the 
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king, it was likewifc from his own hand; it was always 
when alone, with a fear expreffed that I fuffered myfeif to 
be ftraitened rather than afk, and that I did not levy, with 
fuflicient feverity, the money the feveral places allotted to 
me were bound to pay, which, indeed, was always the cafe. 
The queen, on the other hand, from whom I received con- 
flant donations, never either produced gold herfclf, not 
fpoke of it before or after, but lent it by a fervant of hers 
to a fervant of mine, to employ it for the ncceffaries of my 
family. 


1 confi.ss 1 left the queen very much affected with the 
difpofition I had found her in, and, if I had been of a tem¬ 
per to give credit to prognoftics, and a fafe way had been 
opened through Tigre, I lhould at that time, perhaps, have 
taken the queen’s advice, and returned without feeing the 
fountains of the Nile, in the fame manner that all the tra¬ 
vellers of antiquity, who had ever as yet endeavoured to 
explore them, had been forced to do; but the prodigious 
butllc and preparation which I found was daily making in 
Gondar, and the a durances everybody gave me that, fafe 
in the middle of a victorious army, 1 lhould fee, at my lei- 
furc, that famous fpot, made me relume my former rein!li¬ 
tmus, awakened my ambition, and made me look upon it 
•*s a kind of treafon done to my country, in which luch 


cllons were then making for iliianerim, to renounce, now 
.it was in mv ruv-vr, the putting them i.i polleiiion of that 
one which huu hauled the courage and pcrfevcrance of the 
bravell men in nii ages. The pleasure, too, of herborifng 
in an unknown ccunir,, ouch as Enifras was, of continuing 
to do lb in lately, ami the approaching everyday to the end 
of my willies, dialed away all thofc gloomy apprehensions 
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which I imbibed from the appearance and difeourfe of the 
queen, and of which I now began to be aihamed. 

Gondab, the metropolis of Abyflinia, is fituated upon a 
hill of confiderable height, the top of it nearly plain, on 
which the town is placed. It confifts of about ten thoufand 
families in rimes of peace; the houfes are chiefly of clay, 
the roofs thatched in the form of cones, which is always 
the conilrudUon within the tropical rains. On the well end 
of the town is the king's lioufe, formerly a ftrudlure of con¬ 
fiderable confequcnce; it was a fquare building, flanked 
with fquare towers ; it was formerly four lforeys high, and, 
from the top of it, had a magnificent view of all the coun¬ 
try fouthward to the lake Tzana. Great part of this lioufe 
is now in ruins, having been burnt at different times ; but 
there is ftill ample lodging in the two lowell floors of it, 
the audience*chamber being above one hundred and twenty 
feet long. 

A succession of kings have built apartments by the fide 
of it of clay only, in rhe manner and fafhion of their own 
country; for the palace itfelf was built by mafons from In¬ 
dia, in the time of Fatilidas, and by fuch Abyflinians as 
had been inflructed in architecture by the Jefuits without 
embracing their religion, and after remained in the conn** 
try, unconnected with the cxpulfion of the Portuguese, du¬ 
ring this prince's reign.. 

Tit e pal ace, and all its contiguousbuildings, are furround- 
ed by a fubflantial flone wall thirty feet hPgli, with battle¬ 
ments upon the outer wall, and a parapet roof between the 
outer and inner, by which you can go along the whole and 

look 
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look into the ftreet. There appears to have never been any 
embrafures for cannon, and the four fides of this wall are 
above an Englifli mile and a half in length. 

The mountain, or hill, on which the town is fituated, is 
furrounded on every fide by a deep valley, which has three 
outlets; the one to the fouth to Dembea, Mair/ha, and the 
Agows; the fecond to the north-wed: towards Sennaar, over 
the high mountain Debra Tzai, or the Mountain of the Sun, 
at the root of which Kofcam, the palace of the Iteghe, is 
fituated, and the low countries of Walkayt and Waldubbu ; 
the third is to the nortli to Woggora, over the high moun¬ 
tain Lamalmon, and fo on throughTigre to the Red Sea. The 
river Kahha, coming from the Mountain of the Sun, or De¬ 
bra Tzai, runs through the valley, and covers all the fouth 
of the town ; the An grab, falling from Woggora, furrounds 
it on the N. N. E. Thefe rivers join at the bottom of the 
hill, about a (puartcr of a mile fouth of the town. 

Immediately upon the bank oppofite to Gondar, on the 
other fide of the river, is a large town of Mahometans of a- 
bout a thoufand houfes. Thcfc arc all active and laborious 
people; great part of them are employed in taking care of 
the king’s and nobility’s baggage and lie Id-equipage, both 
when they take the field and when they return from it. 
They pitch and ltrike their tents with furpriling facility 
and expedition; they load and conduct the mules and the 
baggage, and arc formed into a body under proper olli- 
eers, but never fullered, nor do they chul'e, to fight on 
either fide. 


Gonimrj 
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Gonoar, by a number of obfervations of the fun anti 
Ears made by day and night, in the courfe of three years, 
with an ailronomical quadrant of three feet radius, and two 
excellent tclcfcopcs, and by a mean of all their fmall difTcr- 
enccs, is in lat. i z" 34' 30"; and by many obfervations of 
the fatellites of Jupiter, especially the fil'd, both in their im- 
liierlions and cmerfions during that period, I concluded 
its longitude to be 37° 33' o' eafl from the meridian of 
Greenwich. 

It was the 4th of April 1770, at eight o’clock in the 
morning, when 1 let out from Gondar. We palled the Kah- 
h«i, and the Mahometan town, and, about ten in the morn¬ 
ing, we came to a confidcrable river called the Mogetch, 
which runs in a deep, rugged bed of llakey blue iloncs. We 
eroded it upon a very lolid, good bridge of four arches, a 
convenience feldom to be met with in palling Abyflinian ri¬ 
vers, but very neceifary on this, as, contrary to moil of their 
dreams, which become dry, or Hand in pools, on the ap¬ 
proach of the fun, the Mogetch runs condantly, by rca- 
fon that its fources are in the high ell hills of Woggora, 
where clouds break plentifully at all leafons of the year. 
In the rainy months it rolls a prodigious quantity of water 
into the lake Tzana, and would be ablblutely unpallable 
to people bringing prcniiioii to the market, were it not for 
this bridge built by l acilidas ; yet it is not judicioufly pla- 
ed, being clofe .to the mountain’s foot, in the f ace of a tor¬ 
rent, where it runs llronged, and carries along with it Hones 
of a prodigious lize, which luckily, as yet, have injured no 
part of the bridge. The water of the river Mogetch is not 
wholcfome, probably from the minerals, or don}' panicles 
it carries along with it, and the flatey llrata over which it 

runs. 
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runs. We have many rivers of tills quality in the Alps, e- 
fpecially between mount Ceiiis and Grenoble. 

Delivered now from the ftrait and rugged country on the 
banks of the Mngctch, wc entered into a very exienlive plain, 
bounded on the call fide by the mountains, and on the well by 
the large lake of Dembca, othcrwifc called the lake Tzana, 
or Bahar Tzana, the Sea of Tzana, which geographers have 
corrupted into the word Barcena. Rejoiced at lad that I 
had elbow-room, I began the mod laborious fearch for 
flirubs and lierbs all over the plain, my fervants on one 
fide and 1 on the other, fcarching the country on each lidc 
of the road. It appeared to our warm imaginations, that 
the neighbourhood of fuch a lake, in fo remote a part of 
the world, ought infallibly to produce fomething perfectly 
beautiful, or altogether new. In this, however, we were* 
difappoinred, as indeed we always were in meadows, and 
where grals grew lb exuberantly as it did ill over this 
plain. 

At eleven o'clock we eroded the river Tcdda; here the 
road divides: that branch to the call leads to Wee hue, in 
the wild, uncultivated territory of Bclcilen, famous for no 
production but that of honey. 

We continued along the other branch of the road, which 
led i'outli to Etnfras. One mile diilant on our left is the 
church of St George. About one o’clock wc halted at the 
church Zingctch Mariam ; and a few minutes after, wc 
palled the river Gomara, a considerable ft ream rifmg in Bc- 
lcilen, which Hands in pools during the dry weather, but 

had 
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liad now begun to rua; its courfc N. E. and S. W. acrofs the 
plain, after which it falls into the lake Tzana. 

At two we halted at Correva, a fmall village, beautifully 
fuuatcd on a gentle-riling ground, through which the road 
pafles in view of the lake, and then again div^es; one 
branch continuing fouth to Eiufras, and fo on to Foggora 
and Dara; the other to Mitraha, two fmall iflands in the 
lake, lying S. W. from this at the dillance of about foifr 
hours journey. The road from Correva to Emfras, for the 
firft hour, is all in the plain ; for the fecond, along the gentle 
Hope of a mountain of no confiderable height; and the re¬ 
mainder is upon a perfect flat, or along the lake Tzana. 

The 5th of April, at five in the morning, we left our pre~ 
fent ftation at Correva, where, though wc had employed fe~ 
vcral hours in the lcarch, we found very little remarkable 
.of cither plants or trees, being moflly of the kind we had 
already feen. We continued our road chiefly to the fouth, 
through the fame fort of country, till wc came to the foot 
of a mountain, or rather a hill, covered with bufhes and 
thorny trees, chiefly the common acacia, but of nofize, and 
feeming not to thrive. I pitched my tent here to lcarch 
what that cover would produce. There were a great quan¬ 
tity of hates, which 1 could make no ufe of, the Aby flinians 
holding them in abhorrence, as thinking them unclean ; 
bu\ to nuke amends, I found great (tore of Guinea fowls, 
of the common grey. kind we have in Europe, of which I 
Dor, in a little time, above a fcore ; and thefe, being perfectly 
Jav oil food, [ n v< d a very agreeable variety from the raw 
beet, butter, ana hone), which we had lived upon hitherto, 
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and which was to be our diet (it is not an unpleafant one, at 
leaf); a part of it) till wc reached Emfras. 

At eight in the morning I palled through Tangouri, a 
confiderable village. About a hundred yards on the right 
from this we have a finer profpect of the lake than even 
from Correva itfelf. This village is chiefly inhabited by 
Mahometans, whofe occupation it is to go in caravans far to 
the ioutli, on the other lide of the Nile, through the feveral 
dillncTs of Galla, to whom they carry beads and large 
needles, cohol, or stibium, myrrh, coarfe cloths made in 
Begcmdcr, and pieces of blue cotton cloths from Surat, call¬ 
ed Marowti. They are generally nearly a year abfent, and 
bring in return Hayes, civet, wax, hides, and cardomum in 
large beautiful pods ; they bring likewife a great quantity 
of ginger, but that is from farther fouth, nearer Narca. It 
appears to me to be a poor trade, as far as I could compute 
it, confidering the lofs of time employed in it, the many ac¬ 
cidents, extortions, and robberies thef e merchants meet with. 
Whether it would be ever worth while to follow it on an¬ 
other footing, and under another government, is what 1 am 
not qualified enough to lay. 

On the left of Tangouri, divided from it by a plain of 
about a mile in breadth, Hands a high rock called Amba 
Mariam, with a church upon the very fuminit of it. There 
is no poflibilitv of climbing this rock but at one place, and 
there it is very difficult and rugged; here the inhabitants 
of the neighbouring villages retreat upon any fudden alarm 
or inroad of an enemy. 
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At nine o’clock, after palling a plain, with the lake Tzana 
all the way on our right, in length about three miles, wc 
came to the banks of the river Gorno, a fmall but clear 
flream ; it rifes near Wechne, and has a bridge of one arch 
over it about half a mile above the ford. Its courfe is north 
and fouth nearly, and lofes itfelf in the lake between 
Mitraha and Lamgue. A mile farther we arrived at Em«- 
fras, after a very pleafant, though not interefting excur¬ 
sion. 

The town is lituated on a deep hill, and the way up to it 
is almoft perpendicular like the afeent of a ladder. The 
houfes are all placed about the middle of the hill, fronting 
the weft, in number about 300. Above thefe houfes are 
gardens, or rather fields, full of trees and bufhes, without 
any fort of order, up to the very top. Emfras commands a 
view of the whole lake, and part of the country on the 
other fide. It was once a royal refidence. On a fmall hill 
is a houfe of Hatze Hanncs, in form of a fquare tower, now 
going faft to ruin. 

Emfras is in lat. 12 1 12' 38" N. and long. 37 0 38'30" 
E. of the meridian of Greenwich. The diftances and direc¬ 
tions of this journey from Gondar were carefully obferved 
by a compafs, and computed by a watch of Ellicot’s, after 
which thefe fituations were checked by aftronomical ob- 
fervations of latitude and longitude in every way that they 
could be taken, and it was very feldom in a day’s journey 
that wc erred a mile-in our computation. 

The lake of Tzana is by much the largcft expanfe of wa¬ 
ter kaown in that country. Its extent, however, has been 
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greatly exaggerated. I;s greateft breadth is from Dinglebef 
to I.amgue, which, in a line nearly call and welt, is 35 
miles ; but it decrcafcs greatly at each extremity, where it 
is not fometimes above ten miles bread. Its greateil length 
is from Bab Balia to a little S. \V. and by V. of that part, 
where the Nile, after having crolled the end of it by a cur¬ 
rent always vilible, turns towards Para in the territorj .f 
Alata, which is 49 nrles from north to fouth, and which 
extent this lake has in length. In the dry months, from 
October to March, the lake fhrinks greatly in fize ; but 
after that all thofe livers are full which are on every fide of 
it, and fall into the lake, like radii drawn to a center, then 
it fwells, and extends itfelf into the plain country, and has 
of courfe a much larger furface. 

There are forty-five inhabited iflands in the lake, if you 
believe the Abyfllnians, who, in every thing, are very great 
liars. I conceive the number may about eleven: the 
principal is Dek, or Daka, or Daga *, nearly in the middle 
of the lake ; its true extent I cannot fpecify, never having 
been there. Befides Dek, the other iflands are Halimoon, 
nearer Gondar; Briguida, nearer Gorgora, and ftill farther 
in Galila. All thefe iflands were formerly ui'cd as prifons 
for the great people, or for a voluntary retreat, on account of 
fome difguft or great misfortune, or as places of fecurity to 
depofit their valuable effects during troublefome times. 
When I was in Abyfliiiia, a few weeks after what I have been 
relating, 1300 ounces of gold, confided by the queen to Wel- 

3 C 2 leta 


It fignifics the hill, or high ground. 



388 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

kta Chriftos, her governor of Dek, a man of extraordi¬ 
nary fan&ity, who had failed for forty years, was ftolen 
away by that prieil, who fled and hid himfelf; nor would 
the queen ever fuflFer him to be fearched after or appre¬ 
hended. 
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CHAP. IIL 

The King encamps at Lamgu'e—Tran fusions there — Tajfe: the Nile, and 
encamps at Derdera—The Author full/ws the King. 

O N the 12th of May we heard the king had marched tc 
Tedda. Meflengers from Begemder, and from Guftio of 
Amhara, had been conftantly palling to and from his maje- 
11 v, preili ng Ra» Michael to take the field as foon as pof- 
liblc, to prevent the utter clellru&ion of the Agows, which 
Falil every day was driving to accomplith. They put him,, 
moreover, in mind, that the rains were begun; that, in Fafd’s 
country, they were already fuflicient to fweli the many ri¬ 
vers they had to pats before they arrived at Bure; they de- 
fired him to reflect, that, with the armies they were bring¬ 
ing to his abidance, it was more ncceflary to fave time than 
flay for a number of troops; lafdy, that it was abfoiutely 
ufelefs to wait tor any reinforcement from Tigre, but that 
he fhould rather ma eh by hmfras, Foggora, and Dara, crofs 
die Nile where it conies out of the lake; while they, with 
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their united armies, pafled at the bridge near the fecond ca- 
tara< 5 t, fixteen miles below, burnt and laid wade Woodage, 
Afahel’s country, and joined him at Derdera, between Court- 
ohha and the lake. This was precifely what Ras Michael 
himfelf had planned; it embraced the whole country of his 
enemy, and made his fcheme of vengeance complete; hi¬ 
therto not a word had tranfpired that could raife the fmall- 
ed fufpicion of treachery. 

The 13th, by day-break, Netcho, Fit-Auraris to Ras Mi¬ 
chael, palled in great hade below the town towards Foggora. 
The king had made a forced march from Tedda, and was 
that night to encamp at a houfe of Gulho’s, near Lamgue. 
This was great expedition, and fufficicntly marked the 
eagernefs with which it was undertaken. The efTefts of 
the approach of the army were foon feen. Every one hid 
what was bed in his houfe, or ded to the mountains with it. 
Emfras in a few hours was left quite empty: Ras Michael, 
advancing at the head of an army, fpread as much ter¬ 
ror as would the approach of the day of judgment. It was 
then 


- - -- Deftru&ion in a monarch’s voice 

Cried havock, and let dip the dogs of war. 

For, dried and jud as he was in time of peace, or in prefer- 
ving the police, the lecurity of the ways, and the poor from 
the tyranny of the rich, he was mod licentious and cruel 
the moment he took the field, efpccially if that country 
whicli hi entered had ever fliewn the lead tincture of en¬ 
mity againd him. 


About 
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About ii o’clock in the morning the king’s Fit-Auraris 
palled. He was a near relation of Ayamico, one of the chiefs 
of the Agows who was a relation of the king, as I have be¬ 
fore mentioned, and flain by Fafil at the battle of Banja. With 
him I had contracted a great degree of friendship; he had 
about 50 horfe and 200 foot: as he palled at Several places he 
made proclamation in name of the king, That nobody fhould 
leave their houfes, 1 ut remain quiet in them without fear, 
and that every hou e found empty Ihould be burnt. He fent 
a Servant as he paf ed, tellingme the king was that night to 
lie at Lamgue, and defiring me to fend him what Spirits I 
could fpare, which I accordingly did, upon his providing a 
man who could protedl the houfes adjoining mine from 
the robbery and the violence of which the inhabitants were 
in hourly fear.. 

About the clofe of the evening wc heard the king's 
kettle-drums. Forty-five of thefe inftrumcnts conftantlv 
go before him, beating all the way while he is on his 
march. The Mahometan town near the water was plun¬ 
dered in a minute; but the inhabitants had long before re¬ 
moved every thing valuable. Twenty different parties of 
ftragglers came up the hill to do the fame by Emfras. Some 
of the inhabitants were known, others not lb, but their 
houfes had nothing in them ; at laft thefe plunderers all uni¬ 
ted in mine, demanding meat and drink, and all fort of ac¬ 
commodation. Our friend, left with us by the Fit-Auraris, re¬ 
filled as much as one man could do with flicks and whips, 
and it was a feuffle till mid-niglit; at laft, having cleared 
ourfelves of them, luckily without their Setting fire to the 
town, we remained quiet for the reft of the night. 


On 
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On the 14th, at day-break, I mounted my horfe, with all 
my men-lervants, leaving the womcn-fervants and an old 
man to take care of the houfe. It was very unl'afe to tra¬ 
vel in fuch company at fuch an hour. Wc eroded the river 
Arno, a little below Emfras, before wc got into the plain ; 
after which we went at a fmart gallop, and arrived at Lam- 
gue between eight and nine o’clock. 

Early as it was, the king was then in council, and 
Ras Michael, who had his advil'ers affembled alfo in his 
tent, had juit left it to go to the king’s. There was a- 
bout 500 yards between their tents, and a free avenue is 
conftanrly left, in which it is a crime to Hand, or even to 
crofs, unlefs for mellengcrs font from the one to the other. 
The old general difmounted at the door of the tent; and 
though I faw he perceived us, and was always at other times 
moll courteous, he palled us without taking the lead no¬ 
tice, and entered the tent of the king. 

Although my place in the houfchold gave me free ac- 
cefs to wherever the king was, 1 did not choofe, at that time, 
to enter the back tent, and place myfelf behind his chair, as 
1 might have done ; 1 rather thought it better to go to the 
tent of Ozoro Efther, where I was lure at lead of getting a 
good breakfaft : Nor was l dilappointed. As foon as 1 (hew¬ 
ed myfelf at the door of the tent of that princefs, who was 
lying upon a fofa, the moment Ihe call her eyes upon me, 
cned out, There is Yagoubc! there is the man I wanted! 
The tent was cleared of all but her women, and die then 
began to enumerate of feveral complaints which die thought, 
before the end of the campaign, would carry her to her 
grave. It was cafy to 1‘ec they were of the (lighted kind, 
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though it would not have been agreeable to have trId her 
fo, for the loved to be thought ill, to be attended, and flat¬ 
tered ; fhe was, however, tn rhefe circumllana s, ; b perfevt- 
ly good, fo converfablc, fo elegant in all her mn ners, that 
licr phyfxcian would have been tempted to willi never to fee 
her well. 

She was then with child by has Michael ; and the late 
feflival, upon her niece’s marriage with Powullen or Uegem- 
dtr, had been much to > hard for her conihtution, always 
weak and delicate lmcc her firft misfortunes, and the death 
of Mariam Barca. After giving her my advice, and direct¬ 
ing her women how to adminiftcr what I was to lend her, 
the doors of the tent were thrown open ; all our five- ds 
came Hocking round us, when we prefcntlv law that the 
interval employed in confutation had not been fptnt ' fc- 
left ly, for a moll abundant breakfall was prodnttd in wool- 
en platters upon the carpet. There were excel lent liewed 
fowls, but fo inflamed with Cayenne pepper as almok to 
bli.ler the mouth; fowls drefied with boih d wheat, j till 
O’.ee broken in the middle, in the manner they are prepa¬ 
red in India, with rice called p'd!:ni\ this, too, abundn uly 
charged with pepper; Guinea hens, roa led hard withuUi 
b. ucr, or any fort of lauce, very white, but as tough a> 1 ca¬ 
ll: » r; above all, the never-failing /rm/, for fo they call the 
cod p. of raw beef, without which nobody could have been 
fat lied ; but, what was more agteeable to me, a large quan- 
titv of wheat-bread, of Dembea flour, equal in all its quali¬ 
ties to the bell in London or Paris. 

The Abyliinians lav, you mu ft plant firft and then water: 
nob >'.i , therefore, drinks till they have knilhed eating; 
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after this the glafs went chcarfullv about; there was ex¬ 
cellent red wine, but ftrong, of the nature of cote-roti, 
brought from Karoota, which is the wine country, about lix 
miles fouth-eall from the place where we then were; good 
new brandy ; honey wine, or hydromel, and a fpecies of beer 
called Bouza, both of which were fermented with herbs, 
or leaves of trees, and made very heady ; they are difagree- 
ablc liquors to llrangers. Our kind landlady, who never had 
quitted her fofa, prefled about the glai's in the very brilkeft 
manner, reminding us that our time was fliort, and that the 
drum would prcfently give the lignal for linking the tents. 
For my part, this weighed exceedingly with me the contrary 
way to her intentions, for I began to fear 1 lliould not be 
able to go home, and I was not prepared to go on with the 
army; befides, it was indifpenfibly ncceflary to fee both 
the king and Ras Michael, and that I by no means chol'e 
to do when my prefence of mind had left me ; I therefore 
made my apology to Ozoro Ftllier, by a meflage delivcicd 
by one of her women, and ilipt out of the tent to wait upon 
the king. 

1 thought to put on my moil fedate appearance, that 
none of my companions in the king’s tent lliould fee that I 
was afle< 5 led with liquor; tho’ intoxication in Abyflinia is 
neither uncommon nor a reproach, when you arc not en¬ 
gaged in bulincfs or attendance. 1 therefore went on as 
competedly as polliblc, without recollecting that 1 had al¬ 
ready advanced near a hundred yards, walking on that for¬ 
bidden precinct or avenue between the king’s tent and Has 
Michael’s, where nobody interrupted me. The cafe with 
which 1 proceeded, among i'uch a crowd and bulllc, loon 
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brought my tranfgrellion to my mind, and I hurried out of 
the forbidden place in an inllant. 

I met fevcral of my acquaintance, who accompanied me 
to the king’s tent. It was now noon; a plentiful dinner or 
brcakfail was waiting, which 1 had absolutely redufed to 
partake of till 1 had feen the king. Thinking all was a ferret 
that had pafied at Ozoro Eflher’s, I lifted the curtain belnnd 
the king’s chair, and coming round till nearly oppoiite to 
him, I was about to perform the ufual proflration, when in 
the very inflant the young prince George, w ho was (landing 
oppofne to me on the king his brother’s right hand, f.ept for¬ 
ward and laid his hand acrol's my hreail as if to p; event 
me from kneeling; then turning to the king, who was 
fitting as ufual in his chair in the alcove, Sir, fays he, be¬ 
fore you allow Yagoube to kneel, }ou ihould fi 1 p; wide 
two men to lift him up again, for O/.oro l iihei has given 
Iiini fo much wine that he will never be able to do it him- 
felf. 


Though it was almoft impoHlble to avoid laughing, it 
was viiiblc the king conflrained himfelf, and was not plea- 
fed. The drink had really this good effeft, that it made me 
lei’s abadied than 1 other wife ihould have been at this un¬ 
expected i’ally of the young prince. I was, however, fome- 
wliat difconcertcd, and made my proilration perhaps lefs 
gracefully than at another time, and this railed the merri¬ 
ment of thofc in waiting, as attributing it to intoxication. 
Upon riling, the king moll graciouflv ilretchcd out his hand 
for me to kifs. While I was holding his hand, he faid to 
his brother, coldly, Surely if you thought him drunk, you 
mull have expelled a reply in that cafe, it would have 
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been more prudent in you, and more civil, not to have made 
your obfervation. 

Tiie prince was much abafhed. I haftened acrofs the 
carpet, and took both his hands and kilTed them ; the laugh¬ 
ers did not feem much at their eafe, especially when 1 turn¬ 
ed and Hood before the king. He was kind, fenlible, com¬ 
posed, and condescending; he complained that I had aban¬ 
doned him; alked if 1 had been well-ufed at F.mfras, and 
doubted that I had wanted every thing; but 1 Sent you no¬ 
thing on purpofe, fays he, becauSe you Said fading would 
do you good after too much feafting at Gondar, and 1 knew 
that hunger would bring you Soon back again to us. If 
your majefty, Said I, takes the prince's word, 1 have been 
caroufing to-day in your camp more than ever 1 ditl at 
Gondar; and, 1 do allure your majefty, prince George’s re¬ 
flections were not without foundation. 

Come, come. Says the king, Gcorgis is your firm and fall 
friend, and So he oughr, he owes it to you that he is lb able a 
horfeman and So good a markfman, without which he could 
never be more than a common Soldier. He has commanded a 
divifion of the army to-day ;—“ Of 500 horfe, cries out the 
prince in extacy; and, when the king my brother to-morrow 
leads the van, you Shall be my Ht-Auraris,if you pleafe, when 
we pafs the Nile, and with my party 1 Until Scour Manilla." I 
Should be very unhappy, prince, laid i, to have a charge of that 
importance, for which l know myfelf to be totally unquali¬ 
fied; there are many brave men who have a title to that of¬ 
fice, and who will fill it with honour to rhemfelvcs and 
fafety to your perfon. So vou will not trull yourfelf, fays 
the prince, with me and my party when we Shall crols the 

Nile? 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


397 

Nile ? Are you angry with me, Yagoube, or are you afraid of 
Woodage Afahel ? Were you in earned, prince, in what you 
now fay, replied I, you fuppofc two things, both greater re¬ 
proaches than that of being overtaken with wine. Allure 
yourfelf I am, and always fhall be, your mod afleiStionate and 
mod faithful l'ervant; and that I fhall think it an honour 
to follow you in Maitiha, or elfcwherc, even as a common 
horfeman, though, indead of one, there were in it ten thou- 
fand Woodage Aiahels. O ho ! fays the king, then you arc 
all friends; and 1 mud tell you one thing, Gcorgis is more 
drunk with the thoughts of his command to-day than any 
foldicr in my camp will be to-night with bouza. And this, 
indeed, feemed to be the cafe, for he was clfe a prince ra¬ 
ther refereed and fparing of words, cfpecially before his 
brother. 

Tell me, Yagoube, continues the king, and tell me truly— 
at that very indant came in a medenger from Ras Michael, 
who, going round the chair without diluting, fpokc to the 
king, upon which the room was cleared ; but I after learn¬ 
ed, that news were received from Begemder, that Powullen 
and his troops were ready to march, but that two of Gulho’s 
nephews had rebelled, whom it had taken l'ome time to 
fubduc; that another medenger was left behind, but had 
fallen fick at Aringo, who, however, would* come forward 
as foon as poflible with his mailer's meffage, and would 
be probably at the camp that night. He brought alfo as 
undoubted intelligence, that l aid, upon hearing Ras Mi¬ 
chael’s march, was preparing to repafs the Nile into the 
country of the Galla, This occaboned very great doubts, 
bccaufe difpatches had arrived from Nanna Georgis’s fon, 
the day before at Tcdda, which declared that I alii had de¬ 
camped 
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camped from Bure that very day the meflenger came away, 
advancing northward towards Oondar, but with what in¬ 
tention he could not fay ; and this was well known to he in¬ 
telligence that might be driedly and certainly relied upon. 

On the 15th, the king decamped early in the morning, 
and, as prince (Jeorge had laid the night before, led the van 
in perfon ; a flattering mark of confidence that Ras Michael 
had put in him now for the firlt time, of which the king was 
very fenfiblc. The Ras, however, had given him a dry nurfe*, 
as it is called, in Billetana Gueta Welleta Michael, an old 
and approved officer, trained to war from his infancy, and 
furrounded with the molt tried of the troops of Tigre. The 
king halted at the river Gomara, but advanced that fame 
night to the paffage where the Nile comes out of the lake 
Tzana, and refumes again the appearance of a river. 

The king remained the 15th and 16th encamped upon 
the Nile. Several things that fhould have given umbrage, 
and begot fufpicion, happened while they were in this firua- 
tion. Aylo, governor of Gojam,had been fummoned to af- 
fift Ras Michael when Powuflen and Guffio fhould march 
to join him with their forces of Begcmdcr and Amhara, and 
his mother Ozoro Welleta Ifrael, then at Gondar, had pro- 
miled he fliould not fail. This lady was younger filler to 
Ozoro Either; both were daughters of the Iteghe. She was 
as beautiful as Ozoro Either, but very much'her inferior in 
behaviour, character, and conduct: flic had refuted the old 
Ras, who alked her in marriage before he was called from 
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Tigre to Gondar, and a mortal hatred had followed her re- 
fufal. It was therefore reported, that he was heard to fay, 
he would order the eyes of Welieta Ifracl to be pulled out, 
if Aylo her fon did not join him. It mull have been a man 
fuch as Ras Michael that could form fuch a refolution, for 
Welieta IfracTs eyes were moll captivating. She was then 
in the camp with her filler. 

A sincle fmall tent had appeared the evening of the 15th 
on the other fide of the Nile, and, on the morning of the 
16th, Welieta Ifracl and the tent were milling: flie boldly 
made her cfcape in the night. The tent had probably con¬ 
cealed her fon Aylo, or fome of hh friends, to lhow her the 
paifage ; for the Nile there was both broad and deep, roll¬ 
ing along a prodigious mafs of water, with large, black, llip- 
pnry Hones at the bottom. It was therefore a very arduous, 
bold undertaking for foldiers and men accuflomcd to pafs 
rivers in the day-time; but for a woman, and in the night, 
too, with all the hurry that the fear of being intercepted 
mull have occailoncd, it was foextraordinary as to exceed all 
belief. But flie was conducted by an intrepid leader, for 
with her deferted Ay to Kngcdan fon of Kalina: i fin to, and 
confequently nephew to Ozoro Welieta Ifracl; but their 
own inclinations had given them Hill a nearer relation than 
the degree received from their parents, or decency lhould 
have permitted. All the camp had trembled for Welieta 
Ifracl; and every one now rejoiced that fo bold an attempt 
had been attended with the fucccfs it merited. It was ne- 
cellary, however, to diflemble before Michael, who, intent 
upon avenging the Agows again!! Faiil, carried his rejec¬ 
tions at that time no further ; for Aylo’s not coming was 
attributed to the influence of Faiil, whofc government of 
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Daaiot joins Gojam, and ir was even faid, that Wcllcta Tfrael, 
his mother, had been the occafion of this, from her h;« d 
to Michael and her attachment to Fall I; the iirll c;n,ie 
was futlicicntly apparent, the lalt had formerly been no 
lets lb. 

On the 17th, after fun-rife, the king palled the Nile, and 
encamped at a fmall village on the other fide, called Tibom- 
wa, where his Fit-Auraris had taken poll early in the morn¬ 
ing. I have often mentioned this officer without explana¬ 
tion, and perhaps it may now be right to Hate his duty. 
The Fit-Auraris is an officer depending immediately upon 
the commander in chief, and corrcfponding with him di- 
re&lv, without receiving orders from any other perfon. 
He is always one of the braved, mod robuft, and mod expe¬ 
rienced men in the l'ervicc ; he knows, with the urmoft ex- 
aCtncfs, the didance of places, the depth of rivers, the date 
of the fords, the thickncfs of the woods, and the extent of 
them ; in a word, the whole face of the country in detail. 
His party is always adapted to the country in which the 
war is; fometimes it is entirely compofcd of horfe, fomc- 
times of foot, but generally of a mixture of both. lie has 
the management of the intelligence and direction of the 
fpies. He is likewife limited to no number of troops; 
fometimes he has tooo men, fometimes ;oo. In time of 
real danger he has generally about -500, all picked from the 
whole army at his pleafurc ; he had not now about 50 horfe, 
as it was not vet thought to be the time of real bufinefs or 
danger. 


As the pod of Fit-Auraris is a place of great trud, fo it 
is endowed with proportionable emoluments. The king's 
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Fit-Auraris has territories afligned him in even- province 
that he ever pafles through, l'o has that of the Ras, if he 
commands in chief. Every governor of a province has alfo 
an officer of this name, who has a revenue allowed him 
within his own province. It is a place of great fatigue. 
Their poll is at diff erent diftances from the van of the army, 
according to the circumftanccs of the war; fometimes a 
day’s march, fometimes four or fix hours. As he pafles on 
lie fixes a lance, with a flag upon it, in the place where the 
king’s tent is to be pitched that night, or where he is to halt 
that day. He has couriers, or light runners, through which 
he conftantly corrcfponds with the army ; whenever he fees 
the enemy, he fi nds immediate advice, and falls back him- 
fclf, or advances farther, according as his orders are. 

From Tfoomwa the king marched on, a fliort day’s march, 
to Derdera, and encamped near the church of St Michael. 
Derdera, was a collection of fmall villages, between the lake 
Dembea anti Court-ohha, where, it will be remembered, the 
agreement was the confederates lliould inclole Michael, and 
give him battle; but he had now loll all patience, as there was 
no appearance of either Guflio or I'owullen ; and being, be- 
fides, in an etiemy’s country, he began to proceed in his u* 
filial manner, by giving orders to lay walie the whole adja¬ 
cent territory with lire and lword. The whole ime of march, 
two day’s journey in breadth from the lake, was let on lire; 
the people who could not clcape were ilain, and every wan¬ 
ton barbarity permitted. 

The king’s paflage of the Nile was the fignal given foi 
me to let out to join him. Jr was the 1 Sth of May, at noon, 1 
left Emfras, my courfe being fouthward whillt in the plain 
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of Mitraha. At three o’clock we entered among a few 
hills of no conlideration, and, foon after, began to coafl 
clofe along the lide of the lake Tzana; we faw this day a 
great number of hippopotami; fome fwimming in the lake 
at a fmall diftancc, fome rifing from feeding on the high 
grafs in the meadows, and walking, feemingly at great lei- 
fure, till they plunged themfelves out of fight. They arc 
exceeding cautious and Ihy while on land, and not to be ap¬ 
proached near enough to do execution with the bdlrifle-gun. 
At four in the afternoon we halted, and palled the night at 
Lamgue,a villagcfituated a few paces from thefideofthelake. 

On the 19th of May we left Lamgue about fix in the 
morning, our courfe fouth and by weft, and at eight we 
found ourfelvcs in the middle of twenty-five or thirty vil¬ 
lages called Nabca, llretching for the length of l'cvcn or 
eight miles; a few minutes afterwards we came to the ri¬ 
ver Rcb, which falls into the lake a little north-well of the 
place where we now were. Clofe by where the Reb joins 
the lake is a fmall village of Pagans, called Waito, -who live 
quite feparate from the Abyflinians, and arc held by them 
in utter abhorrence, fo that to touch them, or any thing 
that belongs to them, makes a man unclean all that day till 
the evening, feparates him from his family and friends, 
and excludes him from the church and all di\inc lcrvicc, 
till he is walked and purified on the following day. Part 
of this averfion is certainly owing to their manner of feed¬ 
ing; lor their only profcllion is killing the crocodile and 
hippopotamus, which they make their daily fuflenancc. They 
have a moll abominable flench, arc exceedingly wan, or ill- 
coloured, very lean, and die often, as is laid, of the loufy 
difeafe. There arc, indeed, no crocodiles in the lake Tzana, 
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owing, as it is Laid, to the cataracts, which they cannot get 
up. However, as they are amphibious animals, and walk 
very well on lhore, I think they might furmount this diffi- 
culry as calily as the hippopotamus ; 1 rather think the evade 
is the coldnel’s of the water and climate, whicli does not 
agree with the crocodile, but much with the rivei-hon'c. 

The Waito fpcak a language radically different from any 
of thofe in Abyihnia ; but though I have often endeavoured 
to get fome infight into this, their religion, and Cu-u-n;;., I 
could never fo far fuccecd as to be able to give the ,:.L'lic 
any certain information. A falfe account in inch cafe.-, is 
certainly worle than no account at all. I once defined the 
king to order that one of them might be brought to Gon- 
dar. Two men, an old and a young one, were accordingly 
brought from the lake, but they would neither anfwcr nor 
underhand any queltions ; partly, I believe, through fear, 
partly from obllinacv. The king at this became lo angry 
that he ordend them both to be hanged ; they feemed per¬ 
fectly unconcerned, and it was with fame difficulty 1 pro¬ 
cured their releafe; I never therefore made an experiment 
of that kind afterwards. The Ah} ffinians believe they are 
forccrcrs, can bewitch with their eyes, and occafion death 
bv their cliarms even at a confidcrable di'lance. It is like¬ 
ly, if that had been lb, thcle two would have tiicd their 
power upon me, or which I do net recollect to have ever 
been fenfible. 

We palled the Rcb at nine o'clock in the morning. It 
l'ifcs high in the mountains of begemder, and is one of 
tltofc rivers that continue running the whole year, and has 
a tolerable ford, although it was viliblv incrcaied by rain. 
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We continued our journey in fight of many villages till} 
three quarters after twelve, we came to the river Gomara* 
wliere we if aid in fearch of trees and herbs the reft of the 
day. At night we received a mefiiige from Ayto Adigoj 
Shum, or governor, of Karoota. He was an officer of con¬ 
fidence of the Itcghe’s ; had been a great friend of Mariam 
Barca’s, one of whofc vaffals he was, and in his heart an in¬ 
veterate enemy to Ras Michael and the new fucceilion. 
Ever fince the murder of Joas he had not ventured to Gom 
dar. When I firft came there the Ras had given his houfe, 
as that of an outlaw, to me. Afterwards, as foon as he 
returned, I offered immediately to furrender it to him; 
but he would not by any-means acccpr it, but afked leave 
to pitch his tent in one of the courts furrounded with walls, 
for it was a fpacious building. Perhaps it was the belt fi* 
tuation he could have chofen, for we did him great fervice 
by the means of Ozoro Efther, as he was but very ill-looked 
upon, and was rich enough to be confidcred as an objeCt 
of Ras Michael’s rapacity and avarice. Our neighbourhood 
occafioned us to pafs many evenings together, and we con¬ 
tracted a friendlhip, the rather bccaufe he was a fervant of 
the ltcghe, and we were known favourites of Ozoro Lilhcn 
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CHAP. IV. 


Pqfs the River Gomara—Remarkable Accident there—Arrive at Ba¬ 
ra—Vifit the great CaiaraEl of Alata—Leave Dara, and refumc our 
Journey. 

O N the 20th of May, between fix and (even in the morn¬ 
ing, as Adigo was not arrived, 1 fent the baggageand 
tents that wc had with us forward with Strates, a Greek, 
who was an avowed enemy to all learned inquiries or bo¬ 
tanical researches. My orders were to encamp at Dara, in 
fome convenient place near the houfeof Negadc Has Mahomet. 
In the mean time l flaid expecting Ay to Adigo’s arrival; h6 
came near eleven o’clock. As a temporary flicker from the 
fun, a cloak upon crofs flicks was fet up, inflead of a tent, to 
favc time. We fat down together to fuch fare as Adigo had 
brought along with him; it was a foldier’s dinner, coarfe and 
plentiful. Adigo told me Kafmati Ayabdar, an uncle of 
Guflio, had left his houfe the night before, accompanied 
by the men of Foggora, the country where we then were 
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of which he was governor, and had taken the high road to 
join the forces ofBegemder. 

Netciio, a near relation of the old queen, arrived from 
Kuara juft as we were fitting down to dinner. He had 
about 50 horfc and 200 foot, all bad troops, and ill armed ; 
he "was, however, a refpe« 5 lable, tried veteran, who having 
had many opportunities of becoming rich, gave the whole 
to his foldicrs, and thole of his dependents that lived with 
him; on which account he was extremely beloved, and it 
was hoped that, if the illiie of this campaign was favourable, 
Ras Michael would make him governor of Kuara, in room 
of- Coque Abou Barca, a man of a very different character, 
who had intruded himfelf into that province by the power 
of Falil, and after maintained himlelf in it by open rebellion. 

The mules that had hitherto carried my quadrant and tc- 
lefcopes being bad, 1 had luckily kept them behind, in 
hopes that either Adigo or Netcho would fupplv me'<vith 
beater; and I had now placed them upon the frefh mules I 
had obrained, and had not lent them on with the fervants, 
and we were then taking a friendly glafs. It was, I fuppofe, 
about noon, when we faw our fervants coming back, and 
Strates alfo among the reft, ftript of every thing that he bad, 
except a cotton night-cap, which lie wore on his head. 
The fervants fwam over the Gomara immediately, nor 
was Strates interrupted, but palled at the ford. They told 
us that Gmito and Powuflen were in rebellion againll the 
king, and confederated with l aid, that thc\ were advancing 
faft to cut off the Ras’s retreat to Gondai. and that Guchra 
Alehcdin, and Confu, I’owulien’s fit-Auraj is, had fallen in 
a. with 
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with our fervants; anti plundered them, as belonging to 
the king and the Ras. 

1 was, for fome minutes, in the iitmoft aftoniihment at 
this torrent of bad news. Whether the others knew more 
than I, it is impoiliblc to fay ; diflimulation, in all ranks of 
thefc people, is as natural as breathing. Guebra Mehedin 
and Confu were the Iteghe’s two nephews, fons of Baflia 
Eufcbius her brother, a worthlefs man, and his fons no bet¬ 
ter. They were young men, however, whom I faw conti¬ 
nually at the queen’s palace, and to whom I Ihould have 
gone immediately without fear, if I had known their houfes 
had been in my way, and they happened to be near Lebec 
at the hot wells; notwithftanding their rank, they were of 
fuch dillipated manners, that they were of no account, but 
treated as caflaways in the lioufe of the queen their aunt, 
and never, as far as I knew, had entered into the pre¬ 
fence of the king. 1 had often ate and drank with them, 
however, in the houfc of Ayto Engcdan, their coulin- 
german, who was gone of! with Wellcta Ifrael his aunt, at 
the pailage of the Nile as before mentioned. They had beat 
Srrates, who was their intimate aajuaintance, violently ; as 
alfo two others of mv fervants, to make them confefs in 
what package the gold was. They had taken from them 
all’o a large blunderbufs, given me by the Swedilh conful, 
Brandcr, at Algiers ; a pair of pillols, a double-barrelled 
gun, and a Turkifli fword mounted with lilver, which, as 
there was then no profpect of their being immediately 
needed, were lent forward will the baggage. 


Nr re 110 and Adigo, and all prefent, agreed that the 
whole was a lief ion, and tliat, fuppofing the account to be 
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true that Begemder and Amhara were in rebellion, young, 
wild, and worthlcfs people, like Guebra Mehedin and 
Confu, could never be thofc pitched upon for the refpeda- 
ble office of Fit-Auraris. The worft that could be, as they 
conceived, was, that fome mifunderftanding might fubfill 
between Ras Michael and the governors above named, but 
Fafil was undoubtedly the enemy of them all. They ima¬ 
gined therefore that this difguil, if any, would be foon got 
over, and concluded that it was highly ablurd, in any cafe, 
to attack me, as they certainly knew that the queen,Powuflen, 
and Gufho, would be full as ill-pleafed with it as the king 
or Ras Michael. It therefore appeared to them, as it all'o 
did to me, that thefe wild, young men, had taken the firft 
furmife of a rebellion, as a pretence for robbing all that 
came in their way, and that I, unfortunately, had been the 
firft. 

We were in the middle of this convcrfation when the 
parties appeared. They had, perhaps, an hundred horfe, and 
were fcattered about a large plain, lkirmilhing, playing, 
purluing one another, finicking and hooping like fo many 
frantic people. They llopt, however, upon coming nearer, 
feeing the refpedablc figure that we made, juft ready 
to pal’s the ford, which alone divided us. Our fervants had 
neither feen Netcho nor Adigo, when tl^.y went in the mor¬ 
ning, thorgh they knew Adigo was expeded, and thefe 
marauders hoped to have intercepted me, thinly accom¬ 
panied, as they had done my baggage. 

Guebra Mehedin and liis brother approached nearer the 
banks than the reft, and a fervant was lent from them, who 
crofted the i*>er to us, upbraiding Ay to Adigo with pro- 
3 tedinsr 
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te&ing a Frank profcribed by the laws of their country, 
and alfo with marching to the affiftance of Ras Michael, 
the murderer of his fovereign, offering at the fame time to 
divide the fpoil with him if he would furrender me and 
mine to him. Servants here, who carry meffages in time 
of war between the contending parties, are held facred like 
heralds. They arc fent even with infults and defiances; but 
it is conflantly underffood that their errand protects them 
from fuffering any harm, whether on the road, or when in 
words they perform thefe foolifli, ufelefs commiflions. 

Adigo and Netcho were above obferving this punctilio 
with robbers. Some were for cutting the fervant’s ears off, 
and fomc for carrying him bound to Ras Michael; I begged 
they would let him go: and Netcho fent word by him to 
Guebra Mchedin to get the goods and mules he had robbed 
us of together, for he was coming over to fhare them with 
him. The fervants having given the meffengcr a fevere 
drubbing with flicks, torn the cloth from about his middle, 
and twilled it about his neck like a cord, in that plight fent 
him back to Guebra Mchedin, and we all prepared to take the 
ford acrofs the river. Guebra Mchedin, who faw his fer- 
vant thus difgraccd returning towards him, and a confider- 
ablc motion among the troops, advanced a few fleps with 
two or three more of his company, firetching forth his 
hand and crying out, but Hill at a diilance that we could 
not hear. He was diflinguiflied by a red fafh of fdk twill¬ 
ed about his head. I, with my fervants and attendants, firfl 
palled the river at the ford, and I had no fooncr got up the 
, bank, and Hood upon firm ground, than I fired two fhots 
at him; the one, fromaTurkilh rifle, feemed to have given 
him great apprehenfions, or elfc to have wounded him, for, 
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after four or five of his people had flocked about him,, 
they galloped ail off acrofs the plain of Foggora towards. 
-Lebed. 

Nutcho had pafled the Gomara clofc after me, crying up. 
on me to let him go firft, but Adigo declared his refolution 
to go no farther. He hated Ras Michael; was a companion 
of Powuffen and Gulho, as well as a neighbour, and will¬ 
ed for a revolution with all his heart. He, therefore, re¬ 
turned to Emfras and Karoota, and with him I fent five of 
my fervants, defiring him to efcort my quadrant, clock, and 
telefcopes into the ifland of Mitraha, and deliver them to 
Tecla Georgis, the king’s fervant, governor of that iiland. 
Adigo, being left alone by the fervants, could not be per- 
fuaded but fome great treafure was hid in thofe boxes. He, 
therefore, carried them to his houfe, and ufed the fervants 
well, but opened and examined every one of the packages. 
Surprifed to find nothing but iron and rufty brafs, he clofed 
them again, and delivered them fafely to Tecla Georgis, 
there to be kept for that campaign. 

Delivered now from the embarraffment of my baggage 
by the induftry of Guebra Mehcdin, and of my cafes and 
boxes by my own inclination, wc fet out with Netcho to 
take up our quarters with Negade Ras Mahomet at Da- 
ra, where we arrived in the afternoon, having picked up 
one of our mules in the way, with a couple of carpets and 
fome kitchen furniture upon it, all the reft being carried 
off. - 


The object which now firft prefented itfelf, and called our 
attention, was titrates in anight-cap,inother refpefts perfect¬ 
ly 
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ly naked,with a long gun upon bis fhoulder, without powder 
or fhot, but prancing and capering about in a great paflion, 
and fwearing a number of Greek oaths, which nobody there 
•underftood a word of but myfelf. This fpeftacle was ra¬ 
ther diverting for fome minutes; at laft Netcho, though I 
believe he was not over-well provided, gave him an upper 
cloak to wrap round him. It was not then warm, indeed, 
but it was not very cold. After recovering the mule, he got 
on between the pannier's, and I advifed him to put the fmall- 
eft carpet about him, which he foon after did; he had not 
yet fpokc a word tc me from fullennefs. 

“ Strates, faid I, my good friend, lay afide that long 
gun, for you will fall and break it, befides, it hath not 
been charged fince it was fired at Guebra Mehedm. If you 
carry it to ftrike terror, it is altogether unnecetfiuy; for, if 
we had drelled you as you are now accoutred, when we 
fent you forward with the baggage to Dai a, there is not a 
thief in all Begemder would have ventured to come near 
you.” He looked at me with a countenance full of anger 
and contempt, though he faid nothing; bur, in Greek, pro¬ 
nounced anathemas againft the father of Guebra Mchcdin, 
according to the Greek form of curling. “ Curie himfelf 
and his brother, faid I, and not his father, for he has been 
dead rliefc twenty years.”—“ I will curfe whom I pleafe, 
fays he, in a great paflion, I curfe his father, himfelf, and 
his brother, the lias, and the king, and everybody that has 
brought me into fucli a ferape as 1 have been to-day. I 
have been dripped naked,'and within an inch of having my 
throat cut, befides being gelded; and well may you laugh 
now at the figure 1 make. If you had fecn thofe damned 
crooked knives, with their black hands, all begging, as if it 

3 1 ; 2 had 
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had been for charity, to be allowed to do my bufinefs, yon 
would have been glad for my making no worfe figure to¬ 
night than 1 do with this carpet upon my head.” 

“ My dear Strates, faid I, it is the fortune of war, and 
many princes and great men, who, at this moment I am 
{peaking to you, live in the enjoyment of every thing they 
can defirc, before a month expires, perhaps, will be ftrctch- 
ed on the cold ground, a prey to the birds and wild beads of 
the field, without fo much as a carpet to cover them fuch as 
you have. You as yet are only frightened ; though, it is 
true, a man may be as well killed as frightened to death.” 
“ Sir, fays he, in a violent rage, that I deny, it is not the 
fame ? a man that is killed feels no more, but he that is 
frightened to death, as I have been to-day , fullers ten thou- 
fand times more than if he had been killed outright.”— 
“ Well, faid I, Strates, I will not difpute with you; I believe 
they fuller much the fame after they are dead ; but you, 
I thank God, have only loll your cloaths, and you are now 
molt comfortably, though not ornamentally, wrapped up 
in my carpet; as foon as we get to Dara, you lhall be dreff- 
cd from head to foot, by Ncgadd Ras Mahomet, at the cx- 
pencc of the king, in better cloaths than you ever wore in 
your life, at lead fince I knew you ; only give me your gun 
till your palfion is allayed ; you know it is a valuable one 

which I never quit.” 

* 

He then gave me the gun fullenly enough ; and 1 con¬ 
tinued, “ I will this very night prefent you with one of the 
handfomelf Turkilh falhes that Mahomet has to fell. 1 law 
him in the king’s lioufc, with many new ones that he had 
procured, a little before I went to Emfras.” I cannot pre¬ 
tend. 
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rend to fay whether his vifage cleared up, for he was flill 
perfcftly hid with the carpet, as it began to grow is 
well a-, dark ; but the fight of the lights in the imufes or 1 a- 
ra, and the promife of the new cloaths and the falh, had 
very much foftened his voice and exprelfions. 

“ Sir, fays he, bringing his mule clofe up to mine, now, 
you are not in a pajfmn , one may fpeak to you. Do you not tlnnk 
that it is tempting Providence to come fo far from your 
own country to feck thefe d—n’d weeds and flowers, at the 
rilk of having your throat cut every hour of the day, and, 
what is wor/e, my throat cut too, and of being gelded into the 
bargain? Are there no weeds, and bog«, and rivers in your 
own country ? what have you to do with that d—n’d Nile, 
where he rifes, or whether he rifes at all, or not ? What 
will all thofe trees and branches do for you when thefe 
horrid blacks have done your bufinefs, as they were near do¬ 
ing mine ? He then made a iign towards his girdle with his 
fingers, which made me underftand what he meant—“ Nile, 
fay- he, curfe upon his father’s head the day that he was 
born.” 

“ Straths, replied I gravely, he has no father, and was 
never lorn. Fertur fine icjlc crentus , fays the poet.”—“ There’s 
your Latin again ; the poet is an afs and a blockhead, let 
him be who he will, continued Strates; and I do maintain, 
whether you be angry or not, that at Stanchio and Scio 
there arc liner trees than ever you law, or will fee in Ain 1- 
finia. There is a tree, fays he, that fifty men like you, 
fpicading all your hands round about, would not be able to 
gmlp i;. Nay, it is not a tree, it is but half a tree ; it is as 
old, 1 believe, as Mcthul'clah: Did you ever fee it ?”—‘‘ I tell 

vou 
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you, friend Strates, faid I, I never was at Scio in my life, 
.and, therefore, could not fee it.”—“ Nor at Stanchio ?”—Yes, 
I have been at Stanchio, and have feen the large plane- 
tree there. I believe it may be about eighteeen or twenty 
feet in circumference.”—■“ Galen and Hippocrates lived, 
adds he, there together, 2000 years before our Saviour: Did 
you ever hear that ?”—“ I have read, faid I, Strates, that, a- 
bout 500 years before Chrift, Hippocrates did live there; but 
< 3 alen was not born till 200 years after Chrift. I do not re¬ 
coiled: if he was ever at Stanchio; but, furely, never lived 
there with Hippocrates. 

Strates was in the middle of a declaration, that thofc 
were all falfehoods of Latins and Papifts ; and we were at¬ 
tending, compofedly enough, through a narrow, rocky road, 
thick-covered with high trees and bulhes, when, juft before 
our entrance into the village of Dara, a gun was fired, and 
the ball diftindly heard palling through the leaves among 
the branches. This occafioned a great alarm to our difpu- 
tant, who immediately fuppofed that Guebra Mchedin, and 
all his robbers, were there exprcfsly waiting for us ; nor 
was he the only perfon that felt uneafily. Netcho, myfelf, 
and the generality of his officers, thought this was more 
than probable; we all therefore difmounted, loaded our 
fire-arms, halted till all our ftragglers came up, and con- 
fulted what we were to do. 

Strates, though tired and naked, found it was better to 
go back under his .carper, and, if polliblc, overtake Ayto 
Adigo, than take pofleffion of his new cloaths from Negade 
.Ras Mahomet, with the rilk of meeting Guebra Mchc- 
din there. In vain I remonftrated to him, that he, of all 

1 others. 
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others, had nothing to lofc but Netcho’s old cloak and the 
carpet. His fears, however, made him think otherwife, nor 
could he banifh his apprehenfions of the crooked kn.v's, 
and, what he called, the operation. Netcho having ordered 
and converfed with his men in his own language, which I 
did not underftand, faid after, with great compofure and firm 
tone of voice, That he had come to lodge in the market-place 
of Dara that night, and would not be put out of his quarters 
by boys of the character of Mchedin and Confu; that, in his 
prefent circumftanccs, with the few troops he had, he did 
not feek to fight, but even with this force, fuch as it was,, 
if attacked, lie would not decline it.—Whatever country, or 
whatever diftance of time and place heroes live at, their 
hearts are always in unifon, and fpeak the fame language 
on fimilar and great occalions. There old Netcho, without 
having ever heard of Shakefpcarc, repeated the very words 
that, 300 years ago, our great king Henry V. did before the 
battle of Agincourt:— 

The fum of all my anfwcr is but this, 

We would not feck a battle as we are; 

Yet, as we are, we fay we will not fliun it. 

So tell your matter-- 

Shakespeare. 

We had not advanced but a few paces, before two of the 
town came to us; the noife of our approach had been 
heard, and all the dogs had been barldng for half an hour. 
Soon after, arrived a fon of Neg.ide Ras Mahomet, who al- 
fured us all was in peace; that they had been expecting us 
and Ayto Adigo with us; that he heard nothing of Gucbra 
Mehedin, only that he had retreated with great precipitation 

homewards- 
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homewards acrofs the plain, as they apprehended, from fear 
of the approach of our party. He had, indeed, for fome days, 
been guilty of great irregularities ; had flain two men, and 
wounded the fon of Mahomet, the Shum, or chief of Alata, 
in attempting to take from him the revenue due from that 
territory to the king; after which they had been beat back 
by Mahomet without their booty, and nothing more was 
known of them. 

This brought us to Negade Ras Mahomet’s houfe, who 
killed a cow for Netcho, or rather allowed him to kill one 
for himfelf; for it is equal to a renunciation of Chriftianity 
to eat meat when the bcaft is llaughtercd by a Mahometan. 
Strates, who from his infancy, in his own country, had fared 
on nothing clfe, was not fo fcrupulous, though he conceal¬ 
ed it; he therefore had a very hearty fupper privately with 
Negade Ras Mahomet and his family, who very willingly 
promifed to get his new cloaths ready by the next morn¬ 
ing. 

As I was myfelf, however, full of thoughts upon the dif¬ 
ficulties and dangers I was already engaged in, and of the 
profpe< 5 t of ft ill greater before me, I had no llomach for 
cither of their fuppers, but ordered fome 0 flee, and went 
to bed. After 1 la)' down I delired Negade lias Mahomet to 
come to me, and, when wc were alone, I interrogated him 
if he knew any thing of the rebellion in Begemder. At 
firft he declared he did not; he laughed at the no¬ 
tion of Guebra Mchedin and Confu being Fit-Auraris to 
Gulho and Powulfen, and faid, that cither of thefe generals 
would hang them the firft time they came into their hands. 
He told me, however, that Woodage Afahel had been aflem- 
3 bling 
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Wing troops, and had committed fome cruelties upon the 
king’s fervants in Maitlha; but this, he imagined, was at 
the inftigation of Fafil, for he never was known to have 
been connected either with Powuflen or Gulho. He told 
me after, under the fcal of fecrecy, that Ras Michael had 
halted two days at Derdera ; that, upon a meflage he had 
received from Begemder, he had broke out into violent paf- 
fions again!! Gulho and Powuflen, calling them liars and 
traitors, in the openell manner; that a council had been 
held at Derdera, in prefence of the king, where it was in 
deliberation whether the army fhould not turn fliort into 
Begemder, to force that province to join them ; but that it 
was carried, for the fake of the Agows, to fend Powuflen a 
fummons to join him for the laft time: that, in the mean 
while, they lhould march flraight with the gmateft dili¬ 
gence to meet Fafil, and give him battle, then return, 
and reduce to proper fubordination both Begemder and 
Amhara. 

This was the very worft news I could poflibly receive ac¬ 
cording to the refolutions that I had then taken, for 1 was 
within about fourteen miles of the great catarad, and it 
was probable I never again fhould be fo near, were it even 
always acccflible ; to pal's, therefore, without feeing it, was 
worfc, in my own thoughts, than any danger that could 
threaten me. 

Negade Ras Maiiomet was a fober plain man, of excel¬ 
lent underflanding, and uni'erfal good diameter for truth 
and integrity; and, as Inch, very much in the favour both 
of the King and Ras Michael. I therefore opened my in¬ 
tentions to him without referee, defiling his adiicc how ro 

Vol. III. 3 G manage 
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manage this excurfion to the cataratfh “ Unlefs you had 
told me you was refolved, fays he, with a grave air, though 
full of opennefs and candour, I would, in the firft place, have 
advifed you not to think of fuch an undertaking ; thefe are 
unfcttled times; all the country is bufhy, wild, and uninha¬ 
bited, quite to Alata; and though Mahomet, the Shum, is a 
good man, my friend and relation, and the king repofes 
trull: in him, as he does in me, yet Alata itfelf is at any 
time but a bad, ftraggling place, there are now many {han¬ 
gers, and wild people there, whom Mahomet has brought to 
his alliflance, fince Guuebra Mchedin made the attack upon 
him. If, then, any thing was to befal you, what fhould I 
anfwer to the king and the Iteglie ? it would be faid, the 
Turk has betrayed him; though, God knows, I was never 
capable of betraying your dog, and rather would be poor 
all my life, than the richefl man of the province by do¬ 
ing the like wrong, even if the bad adtion was never to be 
revealed, or known, unlefs to my own heart. 

“ Mahomet, faid I, you need not dwell on thefe profef- 
fions ; I have lived twelve years with people of your religion, 
my life always in their power, and I am now in your houfe, 
in preference to being in a tent out of doors with Nctcho 
and his Chriftians. I do notalk you whether I am to go or 
not, for that is refolved on ; and, tho’ you are a Mahome¬ 
tan, and I a Chrillian, no religion teaches a man to do evil. 
We both agree in this, that God, who has protected me tints 
far, is capable to protect me liken ife at the cataract, and 
farther, it he has not-determined otherwil'e, for my good ; 
1 only a Ik you as a man who knows the country, to give 
me your bed advice, how I may fatisfy my curielity in 
this point, with as little danger, and as much expedition as 

polliblc,. 
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poflible, leaving the reft to heaven.”—“ Well, fa>s he I 
lhall do To. I think, likewife, for your comfort, that, barring 
unforefeen accidents, you may do it at this time, with ut 
great danger. Guebra Mehedin will not come between this 
town and Alata,bccaufe we are all one people, and the killi ng 
two men, and wounding Mahomet’s fon, makes him a dim- 
mam *. At Alata he knows the Shum is ready to receive 
him as he deferves, and he is himfelf afraid of Kafmati 
Ayabdar, with whom he is as deep in guilt as with us, and 
here he well knows he dare not venture for many rcafons.” 
“ Ayabdar, faid I, palled the Karoota three days ago.” 
“ Well, well, replied Mahomet, fo much the better. Ayabdar 
has the leprofy, and goes every year once, fometimes twice, 
to the hot wells at Lebcc ; they niuft pafs near one another, 
and that is the reafon Guebra Mehedin has aflembied all 
thefc banditti of horfe about him. He is a beggar, and a 
fpendthrift; a fortnight ago he lent to me to bon rv twen¬ 
ty ounces of gold. You may be fure I did not lend it him; 
he is too much in my debt already ; and I hope Ras Michael 
will give you his head in your hand before winter, for the 
fhameful a&ion he has been guilty of to you and yours 
this day. 

“ Wood age Asaiiel, faid I, what fay you of him?”— 
“ Why, you know, replied Mahomet, nobody can inform 
you about his motions, as he is perpetually on horfeback, 
and never refts night nor day; however, he has no bufinefs 
on this fide of the water, the rather that he muft be fure 
Ras Michael, when he pafled here, took with him all the 

3 G 2 king’s 


* Guilty of our blood, and fubjeft to the laws of retaliation. 
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king’s money*that I had in my hands. When day-light is 
fairly come, for wc do not know the changes a night may 
produce in this country, take half a dozen of your fervants ; 
I will fend with you my Ion and four of my fervants ; yea 
will call at Alata, go down and fee the cataract, but no 
not (lay, return immediately, and, Ulbb Kciiw , God is merci¬ 
ful.” 

I thanked my kind landlord, and let him go; blit recollec¬ 
ting, called him again, and aileed, “ What lhall I do wiihNet- 
cho? how fhall I rejoin him? my company is too fmali to pal's 
Maitfliawithout him.”—“Sleep in peace, fays he, 1 will pro¬ 
vide for that. I tell you in confidence, the king’s money is 
in my hands, and was not ready when the Ras palled ; my 
fon is but juft arrived with the lall of it this evening, tired 
to death ; l fend the money by Netcho, and my fon too, 
with fortv ftout fellows well armed, who will die in vour 
fervicc, and not runaway like thefe vagabond Cl. ri Ilians, 
in whom you mull place no confidence if danger nn.ii ms 
itfelf, but immediately throw yourfelf among the Maho¬ 
metans. Befides, there are about fifty foldicrs, mod . -i them 
from Tigre, Michael’s men, that have been loaning licic 
thefe two days. It was one of thefe that hied the gun juil 
before you came, which alarmed Netcho; fo that, when 
you are come back in iafety from the cataract, they fhall 
be, by that time, all on their march to the j adage. My 
fon lhall mount with o^; I fear the Nile will be too deep, 
but when once you re at Tfoomwa, you may let your mind 
at reft, and bid uefu. cc to Wood age A.ahci, who knows 
his enemy always befojc: he engages him, and at this time 
will not venture to interrupt your march.” 


As 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


4 2T 


As I have mentioned the name of this perfon fo often, it 
will be neceflary to take notice, that he was \>\ origin a 
Galla, but born in Damot, of the clan Elmana, or Denfa, two 
tribes fettled there in the time of Yafous f. that he was the 
moil; intrepid and adive partizan in his rime, and had an 
invincible hatred to Ras Michael, nor was there any lovp 
loft betwixt them. It is impollible to conceive with what 
velocity he moved, fometimes with 200 horfe, fomeiimcs 
with half that number. lie was conftantly falling upon 
fomc part of Michael’s army, whether marching or en¬ 
camped ; the blow once ftruck, he difappeared in a minute. 
When he wanted to attempt fomerhing great, he had only 
to fummon his friends and acquaintance in the country, 
and lie had then a little army, which difperfed as foon as 
the bufinels was done. It was Ras Michael’s iirft queftion 
to the fpies ; Where was Woodage Al’ahel lift night? a 
queftion they very l'eldom could anfwcr with certainty. He 
was in his perfon too tall for a good horfeman, yet he was 
expert in this qualification by conftant pradice. His face 
was yellow, as if he had the jaundice, and much pitted with 
the fmall-pox ; his eyes ftaring, but liery; his note as it were 
broken, his mouth large, his chin long and turned up at the 
end; he fpokc ve;y faft, but not much, and had a \erv iky, 
but ill-deligning look, in his character, he w T as avaricious, 
treacherous, inexorable, and cruel to a proverb; in lhort, lie 
was allowed to be the 1110ft mcrcilefs robber and murderer 
that age had produced in all Abyiiinia. 


Wearied with thinking, and better reconciled to my 
peditimt, 1 fell into, a found fleep. 1 was awakened by Suat- 
in the morning, (the 2 ill of May) who, from the next n e.» 


had heard all the converfation between 


me and Ncgndc U 


y 


and 
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and began now to think there was no fafety but in the camp 
of the king. I will not repeat his wife expoftulations againfl 
going to the cataraft. We were rather late, and I paid little 
regard to them. After coffee, I mounted my horfe, with 
five fervants on horfeback, all refolute, active, young fellows, 
armed with lances in thefafhion of their country. I was 
joined that moment by a fon of Mahomet, on a good horfe, 
armed with a fhort gun, and piftols at his belt, with four 
of his fervants, Mahometans, (tout men, each having his 
gun, and piftols at his girdle, and a fword hung over his 
lhoulder, mounted upon four good mules, fwifter and ftrong- 
er than ordinary horfes. We galloped all the way, and were 
out of light in a fliort time. We then purfued our journey 
with diligence, but not in a hurry; we went firll to a hi’ly 
and rocky country, full of trees, mollly of unknown kinds, 
and all of the greateft beauty poftible, having flowers vt a 
hundred different colours and forms upon them, many 
of the trees were loaded with fruit, and many with b >th 
fruit and flowers. I was truly forry to be obliged to pafs 
them without more diftintft notice; but wc had no time, as 
the diftance to the cataradb was not abfolutely certain, and 
the cataracft then was our only objeeft. 

After paffmg the plain, wc came to a brifk ftream which 
rifes in Begemder, paffes Alata, and throws itfelf into the 
Nile below the cataract. They told me it was called Mariam 
Ohha; and, a little farther, on the lide of a green hill, ha¬ 
ving the rock appearing in fomc parts of it, Hands Alata, a 
conlidcrable village, with fcveral fmaller, to the louth and 
weft. Mahomet, our guide, rode immediately up to the 
houfe where he knew the governor, or Shum, relidcd, for 
fear of alarming him; but wc had already been feen at a 
4 confiderable 
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eonfiderable diftance, and Mahomet and his fervants known.. 
All the people of the village furrounded the mules directly, 
paying each their compliments to the mailer and the fer¬ 
vants ; the fame was immediately obferved towards us; and, 
as I faluted the Shum in Arabic, his own language, we 
fpeedily became acquainted. Having overfliot the cataradl, 
the noife of which we had a long time diftintflly heard, I re¬ 
filled every entreaty that could be made to me to-enter the 
houfe to refrelh myfelf. I had imbibed part of Strates’s 
fears about the unfettlednefs of the times, and all the kind 
invitations were to no purpofe; 1 was, as it were, forced to- 
comply to refrelh our horfes- 


I happened to be upon a very fteep part of the bill full 
of bulhes ; and one of the fervants, drefled in the Arabian 
fafhion, in a burnoofe, and turban ftriped white and green, 
led my horfe, for fear of his flipping, till it got into the path 
leading to the Shum’s door. I heard the fellow exclaiming 
in Arabic, as he led the horfe, “GoodLord! to fee you here! 
Good God ! to fee you here!”—“ I alked him who he was 
fpeaking of, and what rcafon he had to wonder to fee me 
there.”—•“ What! do you not know me!” “ I faid I did nor.”— 
“ Why, replied he, 1 was fevcral times with you at Jidda.. 
I law you often with Capt. Price and Capr. Scott, with the 
Moor Yaiiue, and'Mahomet Gibbcrti. 1 was the man that 


brought your letters from Metical Aga at Mecca, and was to- 
come over with you to M.ifuah, if you had gone directly 
there, and had not proceeded to Yemen or Arabia Felix. I' 
was on board the Lion, with the Indian nokeda (fo they call 
the captain of a country lliip) when your little veil'd, all co¬ 
vered with fail, palled with l'uch brilkncfs.through the Eng- 


ii.Ui blips, which all fired their cannon ; and everybody faid > 


there 
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there is a poor man making great hafte to he aflaflinated 
among thofe wild people in Habelh; and fo we all thought. 
He concluded. Drink! no force! Englifhman! very good ! 
G~d damn, drink!” We had juft arrived, while my friend 
was uttering thefe exclamations, at the place whci e theShum 
and the reft were Handing. The man continued repeating 
the fame words, crying as loud as he could, with an air 
of triumph, while I was reflc&ing how fhameful it was 
for us to make thefe profligate expreflions by frequent re¬ 
petition, fo ealily acquired by ftrangers that knew nothing 
<elfc of our language. 

Tiie Shum, and all about him, were in equal aftonifh- 
mentat feeing the man, to all appearance, in a paflion. bawl¬ 
ing out words they did not underftand ; but he, holding a 
horn in his hand, began louder than before, drink! very 
good! Englifhman! fliaking the horn in the Shum his ma¬ 
iler’s face. Mahomet of Alata was a very grave, compoled 
man ; “ I do declare, fays he, Ali is become mad : Does any¬ 
body know what he fays or means ?”—“ That I do, faid 1, and 
will tell you by-and-bye; he is an old acquaintance of mine, 
and is fpcaking Englifh; let us make a hafty meal, how¬ 
ever, with any thing you have to give us.” 

Our horfes were immediately fed ; bread, honey, and 
butter ferved : Ali had no occafion to cry, drink ; it v r ent a- 
bout plentifully, and I would Hay no longer, but mounted 
my horfe, thinking every minute that I tarried might be 
better fpent at the cataratft. The flrfl thing they carried us 
to was the bridge, which confifts of one arch of about twen¬ 
ty-five feet broad, the extremities of which were ftrongly let 
into, and refled on the folid rock oil both Tides; but frag¬ 
ments 
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merits of the parapets remained, and the bridge itfelf Teem¬ 
ed to bear the appearance of frequent repairs, and many at¬ 
tempts to ruin it; otherwife, in its conftrudtion, it was ex¬ 
ceedingly commodious. The Nile here is confined between 
two rocks, and runs in a deep trough, with great roaring and 
impetuous velocity. We were told no crocodiles were ever 
feen fo high, and were obliged to remount the ftream above 
half a mile before we came to the cataradt, through trees 
and bufhes of the fame beautiful and delightful appearance 
with thofe we had feen near Dara. 


The cataradl itfelf was the moft magnificent fight that 
ever I beheld. The height has been rather exaggerated. 
The miflionaries fay the fall is about fixteen ells, or fifty 
feet. The mcafuring is, indeed, very difficult, but, by the 
pofition of long flicks, and poles of different lengths, at dif¬ 
ferent heights of the rock, from the water’s edge, 1 may 
venture to fay that it is nearer forty feet than any other 
mcafurc. The river had been confidcrably incrcafed by 
rains, and fell in one fliect of water, without any interval, 
above half an Enghfli mile in breadth, with a force and 
noife that was truly terrible, and which ilunncd and made 
me, for a time, perfectly dizzy. A thick fume, or haze, <o- 
. creel the fall all round, and hung over the courfe of the 
.dream both above and below, marking its ttack, though 
the water was not feen. The river, though {'welled with 
rain, pndcrvcii its natural cicarnefs, and fell, as far as 1 ecu hi 
difccin, into a deep pool, or bafon, in the folia rock, which 
was full, and in twenty d ill c rent eel a a s to the vciy foot of 
the precipice, the f! ream, when it fell, it eming pan of it 
to run back with great fury upon tire rak, as wdl as for- 
Vol. III. .ill ward 
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ward in the line of its courfe, railing a wave, or violent 
ebullition, by chaffing againft each other. 

Jerome Lobo pretends, that he has fat under the curve, 
or arch, made by the projedtile force of the water rufhing 
over the precipice. He fays he fat calmly at the foot of it, 
and looking through the curve of the ftream, as it was fall¬ 
ing, faw a number of rainbows of inconceivable beauty in 
this extraordinary prifm. This however 1, without heiita* 
tion, aver to be a downright falfehood. A deep pool ofwa-t 
ter, as I mentioned, reaches to the very foot of the rock, and 
is in perpetual agitation. Now, allowing that there was a 
feat, or bench, which there is not, in the middle of the- 
pool, I do believe it abfolutely impoffible, by any exertion 
of human ftrength, to have arrived at it. Although a very 
robuft man, in the prime and vigour of life, and a hardy, 
pradtifed, indefatigable fwimmer, I am perfectly confident! 
could not have got to that feat from the Ihore through the 
quieteft part of that bafon. And, fuppofing the friar placed 
in his imaginary feat under the curve of that immenfc arch 
of water, he muft have had a portion of firmnefs, more than 
falls to the fharc of ordinary men, and which is not likely 
to be acquired in a monaflic life, to philofophife upon op¬ 
tics in fuch a fituation, where every thing would f'eem to 
his dazzled eyes to be in motion, and the ftream, in a noife 
like the loudeft thunder, to make the 1'olid rock (at leaft as 
to fenfe) fhake to its very foundation, and threaten to tear 
every nerve to pieces, and to deprive one of other fenfes be- 
fdes that of hearing. Tt was a moft magnificent fight, that 
ages, added to the greateft length of human life, would not 
deface or eradicate from my memory; it ftruck me with a. 
kind of ftupor, and a total oblivion of where I was, and of 
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every other fublunary concern. It was one of the moll 
magnificent, ftupendous fights in the creation, though de¬ 
graded and vilified by the lies of a groveling, fanatic pea- 
fant. 

I was awakened from one of the moft profound reveries 
that ever I fell into, by Mahomet, and by my friend Drink. 
who now put to me a thoufand impertinent queftions. It 
was after this I meafured the fall, and believe, within a few 
feet, it was the height I have mentioned; but I confefs 1 
could at no time in my life lefs promife upon precifion; 
my reflection was fufpended, or fubdued, and while in 
fight of the fall I think I was under a temporary alienation 
of mind; it feemed to me as if one element had broke loole 
from, and become fuperior to all laws of fubordination; that 
the fountains of the great deep were extraordinarily opened, 
and the deftruftion of a world was again begun by the agen¬ 
cy of water. 

s 

It was now half an hour pafl one o’clock, the weather per¬ 
fectly good; it had rained very little that day,but threatened a 
fhowery evening; I peremptorily refuted returning back to 
Alata, which our landlord importuned us to. He gave us a 
rcafon that he thought would have weight with us, that 
he, too, had his meery, or money, to fend to the king, 
which would be ready the next morning as early as we 
pleated. The mention of to-morrow morning brought all 
my engagements and their confequcnces into my mind, 
and made me give a flat refufal, with tome degree of pee- 
vifhnefs and ill-humour. I had toon after found, that he 
had otherwife made up this affair with Mahomet our guide; 
but being refolutc, and, a moment after, taking leave of 

jH2 out 
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our kind Shum, we were joined by Seide his eldeft fon, and 
our EngLiJk friend Drink, each upon a mule, with two fervants 
on foot, his father, as he faid, being unwilling to fpare 
more people, as the whole inhabitants of Alata, their 
neighbours and friends, intended foon to furprife Guebra 
Meliedin, if a feafible opportunity offered. 

Though we went brilkly, it was pall live before we ar¬ 
rived at Dara. Netcho had not llirred, and had procured 
another cow from Mahomet, of which all the Itrangers, and 
l'oldiers who remained, partook. Mahomet, I believe, out of 
kindnefs to me, had convinced them of the neceffity of ta¬ 
king along with them the Shum of Alata’s money; and 
Netcho well knew that thofe who brought any part of the 
revenue to Ras Michael were always received kindlv ; and 
he was not interelled enough in the caufe to make more 
hallo than neceffary to join the king. 

Strates was completely eloathed, and received his fafh 
upon my arrival. lie feigned to be wonderfully hurt at my 
having left him behind in my excurfion to the cataract. 
At flipper I began to quellion him, for the firlt time, what 
had happened to him with Guebra Mchedin. “ Sure, Strates, 
faid I, you two were once friends ; I have dined with you 
together many a time at Ayto Engcdan’s, and often feen 
you with him in Gondar.”—“ Gondar! fays lie, 1 have known 
him thefe fourteen years, when he was a child in his father 
Baiha Eufebius’s houfe; he was always playing amongll 
us at his uncle Kafmati Elhte’s ; he was jufl one of us ; nay, 
ho is not now twenty-fix. 
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Strates proceeded—“ We were eroding the plain below 
Dara, and not being inclined to go into the town without 
you, we made to a large daroo-trcc, and lat down to reft 
ourielvcs till you fliould come up. As the ground was 
fomewhat elevated, we faw feveral horfes in the bed of a 
torrent where there was no water running, and, when thefe 
were pulled up the bank, their mailers got immediately 
upon them. I conceived the one with the red ladi upon 
his head was Gucbra Mehedin, and prcfenrly eight or ten 
naked people, armed with lances and Ihiclds, came out of 
the hole ncareft me. 1 was furprifed, and thought they 
might be robbers, and, kneeling down upon one knee, I 
prefented the large blunderbufs at them. On this they all 
ran back to their hole, and fell flat on their faces ; and they 
did well; I fliould have given them a confounded pepper¬ 
ing.”—■“ Certainly, faid 1, there is little doubt of that.”— 
“ You may laugh, continued Strates, but the firft thing I 
faw near me was Confu and Gucbra Mehedin, the one with 
a red, the other a kind of white fillet tied round Iris fore¬ 
head. O I 10 ! friend, fays Gucbra Mehedin, where arc you 
going ? and held out his hand to me as kindly, familiarly, 
and chearfully as poflible. 1 immediately laid down my 
blunderbuls, and went to kil's his hand. You know they 
are the good old queen’s nephews ; and I thought if their 
houfe was near we Ihould have good entertainment, and 
fome merriment that night. I then faw one of their 
fervants lift the blunderbufs from the ground, but ap¬ 
parently with fear, and the reft took poflclvion of the 
mules and baggage. I began to aik Gucbra Mehedin what 
this meant ? and faid accidentally, ait.-you! inftead of freak¬ 
ing it cnicw, as you know they pronounce it to great people. 
Without further provocation he gave me a lalh with his 
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whip acrofs the eyes, another behind took hold of your 
fword that was flung upon my fhoulders, and would have 
ftrangledme with the cord if I had not fallen backwards ; they 
all began then to ftrip me. I was naked in a minute as I was 
the hour I was born, having only this night-cap; when one 
of them, a tall black fellow, drew a crooked knife, and propo¬ 
sed to pay me a compliment that has made me fhudder every 
time I have fince thought of it. 1 don’t know what would 
have been the end of it, if Confu had not faid, Poh! he is a 
•white man, and not worth the Scarifying; Let us leek his mailer, 
faysGuebraMehedin,he will by this have paflcd the Gomara; 
he has always plenty of gold both from the king and lteghe, 
and is a real Frank, on which account it would be a fin to 
fpare him. On this away they went Ikirmilhing about the 
plain. Horfemen came to join them from all parts, and 
every one that pafled me gave me a blow of fome kind or 
other. None of them hurt me very much, but, no matter; 
I may have my turn : we fhail fee what figure he will make 
before the lteghe fome of thefe days, or, what is better, be¬ 
fore Ras Michael.” 

“ That you fhail never fee, fays Negade Ras Mahomet, 
who entered the room in the inftant, for there is a man 
now without who informs us that GuebraMehedin is either 
dead or juft a-dying. A fhot fired at him, by one of you at 
the Gomara, cut off part of his cheek-bone; the next morn¬ 
ing lie heard that Kafmati Ayabdar was going to the hot wa¬ 
ters at Lebcc with fervants only, and the devil to whom he be¬ 
longed would not quit him; he would perfift, ill as he was, to 
attack Ayabdar, who having, unknown to him, brought a 
number of flout fellows along with him, without difficulty 
cut his fervants to pieces. In the fray, Tccla Georgis, a ler- 

vant 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


43 * : 

vant who takes care of Ayabdar’s horfe, coming up with 
Gucbra Mehedin himl'clf, hurt as he was, ftruck him over 
the lkull with a large crooked knife like a hatchet, and 
left him mortally wounded on the field, whence he was 
carried to a church, where he is now lying a miferable 
fpe&acle, and can never recover.” Strates could hold no 
longer. He got up and danced as if he had been frantic, 
fometimcs finging Greek fongs, at another time pronoun¬ 
cing ten thoul’and curfcs, which he wiflied might overtake 
him in the other world. For my part, I felt very differently, 
for I had much rather, confidering whofe nephew he was, 
that he fliould have lived, than to have it faid that he re¬ 
ceived his firft wound, not a mortal one, but intended as fuch, 
from my hand. 




CHAF. 
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CHAP. V. 

Tafs the Nile and encamp at Tfoomwa—Arrive at Derdera—Alarm on 
approaching the Army—Join the King at Karcagna. 

O N the 2 2 d of May we were all equally defirous to re¬ 
fume our journey. We fet out accordingly at fix 
■o’clock in the morning, afeending fome hills covered, af 
the former ones, with trees and Ihrubs, utterly unknown to 
me, but of inexprcffiblc beauty, and many of extraordinary 
fragrance. We continued afeending about three miles, till 
we came to the top of the ridge within fight of the lake. As 
we rofe,the hills became more bare and lefs beautiful. We af¬ 
terwards defeended towards the paflage, partly over flccp 
banks which had been covered with bufhes, all trodden down 
by the army, and which had made the accefs to the river ex¬ 
ceedingly flippery. Here we faw the ufc of Mahomet’s fervants, 
three of whom, each with a lance in one hand, holding 
that of his companion in the other, waded acrofs the vio¬ 
lent ftream, founding with the end of their lances every 
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ftep they took. The river was very deep, the current, I fup- 
pofe, fifty yards broader than it was at the cataraft; but 
the banks were, for a great way on each fide, almoft perfect¬ 
ly level, though much obilructed with black ftones. In the 
middle it was very deep, and the flream fmooth, fo that it 
was apparent our horfes mud fwim. For my part I did 
not like the fmooth Hones at the bottom, as a fall there 
would have been irrecoverable ^ and my horfe was fhod 
with iron, which is not ufual in Abyllinia. I therefore rc- 
folved to fwim where 1 could not wade, and, wrapping my 
cloaths in a bundle, I gave them to a fervant, who carried 
them over on his head. I then waded in, and found the water 
unexpectedly cold. Mahomet rode on a mule by my fide, 
fometimes fwimming, fometimes walking. I attempted to 
found up towards the lake, and found it deeper there I re¬ 
turned, therefore, being unwilling to try experiments, and, 
committing myfelf to the flream, fwam to the other iide, 
much comforted by the aflurancc that no crocodile palfed 
the cataract. 

The beads having got over, the men followed much 
quicker; many women, going to join the army, fwam over, 
holding the tails of the horfes, and we were all on the other 
fide before twelve o’clock, the beads a good deal tired 
with the pallage, the deepnefs of the accc-fs to it, and the 
Hill greater depth on the other fide. For my part, I thought 
we could not have gone on to Tfoomwa, but it was carried 
againft me. Tfoomwa is about twelve miles diftant; and I 
fuppofc it was not much pad three o’clock when we arri¬ 
ved there,which was very fortunate, as wc had fcarcely pitch¬ 
ed our tents before a mod terrible dorm of rain, wind, and 
thunder overtook us. My tent wasfiiappily placed in one 
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iefpe&, being on a flat on the lee-fide of a hill, and fhelter- 
ed from the ftorm; but, on the other hand, the water ran fo 
plentifully from above as quite to overflow it on the iniide 
till a trench was dug to carry it off.: 

Ras Michael had burnt nothing at Tfoomwa, though 
there was a houfe of Powuflen’s in the place, built by his fa¬ 
ther. But that diflembicr, to prevent the worft, and carry on 
the farce to the uttermoft, had fent many bags of flour for 
the ufe of the King and the Ras, which were to be diftributcd: 
to the army in cafe they wanted. 

From the paffagc to Tfoomwa, all the country was for- 
taken; the houfes uninhabited, the grafs trodden down, 
and the fields without cattle. Every thing that had life 
and ftrength fled before that terrible leader, and his no lefs 
terrible army; a profound.lilence was in the fields around, 
us, but no marks as yet of defolation. We kept flri< 5 t watch, 
in tiiis folitude all that night. I took my turn till twelve, 
as I was the leaft fatigued of any. Netcho had picquets, 
about a quarter of a mile on every fide of us, with fire-arms» 
to give the alarm.. 

On the 23d, about three ih the morning, a gun was heard; 
on the fide towards the paflage. This did not much alarm 
us, though we all turned out. In a lew minutes came Ay to 
Adigo, (not the Shum of Karoota, already mentioned, who 
left us at the Gomara,) but a young nobleman of begem- 
der of gTeat hopes, one'of the gentlemen of the king’s bed¬ 
chamber, and confequently my colleague. He intended to-, 
have brought four horfes to the king, one of which he had 
dnowned, or rather, as I afterwards underftood, throttled in 
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palling the Nile at the mouth of the lake; and two men, the 
king’s fcrvants, had pcriftied there likewife. He came in 
great hurry, full of the news from Begcmder, and of the 
particulars of the confpiracy, fuch as have been already 
Hated. With Ayto Adigo came the king’s cook, Sebaftos, 
an old Greek, near feventy, who had fallen lick with fa¬ 
tigue. After having fatisfied his inquiries, and given him 
what refreftimcnt we could fpare, he left Sebaftos with us, 
and purfued his journey to the camp. 

On the 24 th, at our ordinary time, when the fun begad 
to be hot, we continued our route due fouth, through a very- 
plain, flat country, which, by the conftant rains that now 
fell, began to Hand in large pools, and threatened to turn all 
into a lake. We had hitherto loft none of our beads of car ¬ 
riage, but we now were fo impeded by ftreams, brooks, and 
quagmires, that wc defpaircd of ever bringing one of them 
to join the camp. The hordes, and beads of burthen that car¬ 
ried the baggage of the army, and which had palled before 
us, had fpoiled every ford, anti we faw to-day a number of 
dead mules lying about the fields, the houfes all reduced 
to ruins, and fmoking like fo many kilns; even the grafs, or 
wild oats, which were grown very high, were burnt in large 
plots of a hundred acres together; every thing bore the 
marks that Ras Michaeljwas gone before, whilft not a living 
creature appeared in thofe extenfive, fruitful, and once well- 
inhabited plains. An awful filcncc reigned everywhere a- 
round, interrupted only at times by thunder, now become 
daily, and the rolling of torrents produced by local Ihowcrs 
in the hills, which ceafed with the rain, and were but the 
children of an hour. Amidft this univerfal nlcr.ee that pre¬ 
vailed all over this fcenc of extenfive driblet ion, I could not 
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help remembering how finely Mr Gray paints the pailage 
of liich an army, under a leader like Ras Michael— 

Confulion in his van vvidi flight combin’d, 

> And Sorrow’s faded form, and Solitude behind.. 

At Dcrdcra we faw the church of Sr Michael, the oniv 
building which, in favour of his own name, the Ras had 
fpared. It ferved iu then for a very convenient lodging, as 
much rain had fallen in the night, and the priefts had all 
fled or been murdered. We had this evening, when it was 
clear, feen the mountain of Samfeen. Our next ilage from 
Dcrdcra was Karcagna, a fmall village near the banks of the 
Jemma, about two miles from Samfeen. Wc knew the 
king had refolved to burn it, and we cxpe&ed to have feen 
the clouds of fmoke ariiing from its ruins, but all was per¬ 
fectly cool and clear, and this very much f'urprifed us, con- 
fidering the time he had to do this, and the great punctu¬ 
ality and expedition with which his army ufed to execute 
orders of this kind. As we advanced, wc had feen a great 
number of dead mules and horfes, and the hyaenas fo bold 
as only to leave the carcafe for a moment, and fnarl as if 
they had regretted at feeing any of us pafs alive. 

Since palling the Nile I found myfelf more than ordi¬ 
narily depreffed ; my fpirits were funk almoll to a degree of 
dcfpondency, and yet nothing had happened lince that pe¬ 
riod more than was ^expected before. This difagreeablc 
fituation of mind continued at night while I was in bed. 
The ralhnefs and imprudence with which I had engaged 
myfelf in fo many dangers without any ncceflity for fo do- 
* ing; the little profpeCt of my being ever able to extricate 
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myfelf out of tlicm, or, even if I loft mv life, of the a. count 
being conveyed to my friends at home; the great and un- 
rcafonablc prefumption which had led me to think that, 
, after every one that had attempted this voyage had mil* ar- 
ried in it, I was the only perfon that was to fuccced; all 
thefe reflections upon my mind, when relaxed, dozing, and 
half opprcJfed with llecp, Ailed my imagination with what.I 
have heard other people call the horrors , the moll difagicea- 
ble fenfation I ever was confcious of, and which I then felt 
for the firft time. Impatient of fullering any longer, I leap¬ 
ed out of bed, and went to the door of the tent, where the 
outward air perfectly awakened me,and reflored my ftrength 
and courage. All was ftill, and at a diflance I law fcvcral 
bright fires, but lower down, and more to the right than I 
expected, which made me think I was millaken in the fuu- 
ation of Karcagna. It was then near four in the morning 
of the 25 th. I called up my companions, happily buried in 
deep fleep, as I was deflrous, if pofiible, to jum the king 
that day. We accordingly were three or four miles from 
Derdera when the fun role; there had been little rain that 
night, and we found very few torrents on our way; but it 
was flippery, and tincaly walking, the rich foil being trod¬ 
den into a confidence like pafle. 

About feven o’clock we entered upon the broad plain of 
M&itfha, and were fall leaving the lake. Here the country 
is, at lcaft a great part of it, in tillage, and had been, in ap¬ 
pearance, covered with plentiful crops, but all was cut down 
by the army for their horfes, or trodden under foot, from 
careleflhefs or vengeance, fo that a green blade could fcarco 
ly be feen. We faw a number of people this day, chiefly 
{haggling foldicrs, who, in parties of threes and fours, had 
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been feeking, in all the bullies and concealed parts of the 
river, for the miferable natives, who had hid themfelves 
thereabouts; in this they had many of them been fuccefsful. 
They had fome of them three, fome of them four women, 
boys and girls, who, though Chriftians like themfelves, they 
neverthelefs were carrying away into flavery to fell them to 
the Turks for a very fmall price. 

A little before nine we heard a gun fired that gave us 
fome joy, as the army feemed not to be far off; a few mi¬ 
nutes after, we heard feveral dropping fhots, and, in lefs than 
a quarter of an hour’s time, a general firing began from 
right to left, which ceafed for an inilant, and then was heard 
again as fmart as ever, about the occafion of which we were 
divided in opinion. 

Netcho was fatisfied thatWoodage Afahel, from Samfeen, 
had fallen upon Ras Michael at Karcagna, to prevent his 
burning it, and that Fafil had ftrongly reinforced him that 
he might be able to retard the army’s march. On the other 
hand, having been informed by Ayto Adigo, that news were 
come to Gondar that Fafil had left Bure, and that Derdera 
was the place agreed on by Gulho and Powuflen to fhur up 
Michael on the rear, I thought that it was Fafil, to make 
good his part of his promife, who had crofled the Nile at 
Goutto, and attacked Ras Michael before he fuflered him to 
burn Samfeen. Indeed we all agreed that both opinions 
were likely to be true, and that Fafil and Woodage Afahel 
would both attack the king at the fame time. The firing 
continued much in the fame way, rather flacker, but ap¬ 
parently advancing nearer us; a fure fign that our army 
was beaten and retreating. We, therefore, made ourfelvei 
4 ready. 
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ready, and mounted on horfcback, that we might join them; 
Yet it was a thing appeared to us fcarcely poflible, that Fa- 
fil fhould beat Ras Michael fo cafily, and with fo fhort a re- 
fidance. 

We had not gone far in the plain before we had a fight 
©f the enemy, to our very great furprife and no fruail 
comfort. A multitude of deer, buffaloes, boars, and va¬ 
rious other wild beads, had been alarmed by the noife 
and daily advancing of the army, and gradually driven be¬ 
fore them. The country was all overgrown with wild oats, 
a great many of the villages having been burnt the year be¬ 
fore the inhabitants had abandoned them; in this flielter 
the wild beads had taken up their abodes in very great num¬ 
bers. When the army pointed towards Karcagna to the 
left, the filence and folitude on the oppofite fide made them 
turn to the right to where the Nile makes a femi-circle, the 
Jemma being behind them, and much overfiowed. When 
the army, therefore, indead of marching fouth and by ead 
towards Samfeen, had turned their courfe north-wed, their 
faces towards Gondar, they had fallen in with thefe innu¬ 
merable herds of deer and other beads, who, confined be¬ 
tween the Nile, the Jemma, and the lake, had.no way to re¬ 
turn' but that by which they had come. Thefe animals-,, 
finding men in every dire&ian in which they attempted 
to pafs, became defperate with fear, and, not knowing what 
courfe to take, fell a prey to the troops. The foldiers, hap¬ 
py in an occafion of procuring animal food, prefently fell 
to firing wherever tlie beads appeared; every loaded gun 
was discharged upon them, and this continued-for very near 
ah hour. A numerous flock of the larged deer met us jufl 
in the face, and feemed fo defperate, that they had every 
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appearance of running us down ; and part (if them forced 
themfclves through, regard Ids of us all, whilft others turn¬ 
ed fouth to efcapc acrol's the plain. 

The king and Ras Michael were in the moft violent agi¬ 
tation of mind: though the caule was before their eyes, yet 
the word went about that Woodage Afahel had attacked the 
army; and this occalioned a great panic and dif’order, for 
everybody was convinced with reafon that he was not far 
oiF. 1 he firing, however, continued, the balls Hew about in 
.every direction, fome few were killed, and many people and 
horfes were hurt; ftill they fired, and Ras Michael, at the 
door of his tent, crying, threatening, and tearing his grey 
locks, found, for a few minutes, the army was not under 
his command. At this inllant, Rafmati Netcho, whofe Fit- 
Auraris had fallen back on his front, ordered his kettle¬ 
drums, to be beat before he arrived in the king’s .pre¬ 
fence ; and this being heard, without it being known ge¬ 
nerally who we were, occalioned another panic; great part 
of the army believed that Powuflcn and Gulho were now 
at hand to keep their appointment with Eafil, and that Net- 
-cho and I were his l’it-Auraris. The king ordered his tent 
to be pitched, his ftandard to be fet up, his drums to beat, 
(the fignal for encamping) and the firing immediately cea- 
fcd. But it was a long while before all the army could 
believe that Woodage Afahel had not been engaged with 
fome part of it that day. Happily, if near at hand, he did 
not lay hold of this favourable opportunity ; for 1 am con¬ 
vinced, if, juft before our arrival, he had attacked Michael on 
the Samfeen fide, with 500 horfe, our whole army had fled 
without refiftancc, and difperfed all over the country. 
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Here I left Kafmati Nctcho, and was making my way 
towards the king’s tent, when I was met by a fervant of 
confidence of Kefla Yafbus, who had that day commanded 
the rear in the retreat, a very experienced officer, brave 
even to a fault, but full of mildnefs and humanity, and the 
moft fenfible and affable man in the army. He fent to de¬ 
fire that I would come to him alone, or that 1 would fend 
one of the Greeks that followed me. 1 promifed to do fb, 
after having anfwcred moft of the queftions that he bade 
his fervant afk of me. After this I fcarchcd for Strates and 
Sebaftos, who had been fick upon the road. 

I soon came up with them, and was more furprifed than 
I had been for l'everal days, to fee them both lie extended 
on the ground; Strates bleeding at a large wound in his 
forehead, fpcaking Greek to himfelf, and crying out his leg 
was broken, whillt lie preffed it with both his hands below 
the knee, feeminglv rcgardlefs of the gafli in his head, 
which appeared to me a very ugly one, fo that I, of courie, 
thought his leg was ftill worfe. Sebaftos was lving ftretch- 
ed along the ground, fcarccly faying, any thing, but fighing 
loudly. Upon my afking him whether his arm was broken ? 
he anfwcred feebly, that he was a dying man, and that his 
legs, his arms, and his ribs were broken to pieces. I could 
not for my life conceive how this calamity had happened 
fo fuddenly, for I had not been half an hour abfent talking 
to Kefla Yafous’s fervant; and, what feemed to me ftill 
ftranger, every body around them were burfting out into fits 
of laughter. 

A1.1 Mahomet’s fervant, who was the only perfon that I 
faw concerned, upon my afking, told me that it was all ow~ 
Vor. HI. * K in£ 
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ing to princeGeorge, who had frightened their mules. I have 
already hinted that this prince was fond of horfemanfhip, 
and rode with faddle, bridle, and ftirrups, like an Arab; and, 
though young, was become an excellent horfeman, fuperior 
to any in Abyflinia. The manner that two Arabs falute one 
another, when they meet, is, die perfon inferior in rank, or 
age, prefents his gun at the other, about 500 yards diftancc, 
charged with powder only; he then,keeping his gun always 
prefented, gallops thefe 500 yards as faft as he can, and, be>- 
ing arrived clofe, lowers the muzzle of his gun, and pours 
the explofion juft under the other’s ftirrups, or horfe’s belly. 
This they do, fometimes twenty at a time, and you would 
often think it was impoflible fomebody Ihould efcapc being. 
bruifed or burnt. 

The prince had learned this exercife from me, and was 
very perfect at the performance of it. We had procured 
him a lliort gun, with a lock and flint inftead of a match, 
and he fliot not only juftly, but gracefully on horfeback. Ke 
had been out after the deer all the morning; and hearing 
that I was arrived, and feeing the two Greeks riding on their 
mules, he came galloping furioufly with his gun prefented, 
and, not feeing me, he fired a fhot under the belly of Stra- 
tes’s mule, upon the ground, and wheeling as quick as light¬ 
ning to the left, regardlefs of the mifehief he had occafton- 
ed, was out of fight in a moment, before he knew the con*- 
frequences. 

Never was compliment worfe timed or relifhed. Stratcs 
had two panniers upon his mule, containing two great 
earthen jars of hydfomel for the king; Sebaftos had alfo 
feme jars and pots, and three or four dozen of drinking!- 

glaileSj 
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glaflcs, likewife for the king; each of the mules was covered 
with a carper, and alfo the panniers ; and upon the pack-fad- 
dle, between thefe panniers, did Strates and Sebaftos ride. The 
mules as well as the loading belonged to the king, and they 
only were permitted to ride them bccaufe they were lick. 
Strates went firft, and, to fave trouble, the halter of Seba- 
flos’s mule was tied to Stratcs’s faddle, fo the mules were 
fattened to and followed one another. Upon firing the gun 
fo near it, Stratcs’s mule, not ufed to compliments of this 
kind, ftarted, and threw him to the ground ; it then tram¬ 
pled upon him, began to run off, and wound the halter a- 
round Sebaftos behind, who fell to the ground likewife a- 
mongft fome Hones, both the mules then began kicking 
at each other, till they had thrown oft' the panniers and 
pack-faddies, and broke every thing that was brittle in them. 
The mifcliief did not end here, for, in ftruggling to get 
loofe, they fell foul of the mule of old Azage Tecla Haim- 
anout, one of the king’s criminal judges, a very old, feeble 
man, and threw him upon the ground, and broke his foot, 
fo that lie could not walk alone for feveral months after¬ 
wards. As foon as I had pitched a tent for the wounded, 
and likewife dreffed TeclaHaimanout’s foot, I went to Kctta 
Fafous,-while the two Mahonsets proceeded to the Ras with 
their money. 

- The moment I came into the tent, Kclla Yafous rofc up 
and embraced me. He was fitting alone, but with rather a 
chearful than a dejc< 5 tcd countenance; he told me they 
were all in great concern, till Ayto Adigo\ arrival, at a re¬ 
port which came from < 3 ondar that we had fought with 
Cuebra Mchedin, and had all been flain. I informed him 
every thing I knew, or had heard, but lie had better intcl- 

3 K 2 ligcnce 
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ligence than I in every article but this laft, frcfli news ha¬ 
ving arrived the night before by way of Dclakus. He laid, 
the rebellion of Guiho and Powufien was certain ; that the 
King and Ras knew every circumftance of it, and that 
Court-ohha was the place appointed with Fafil to meet and 
cut them oir; he had not heard of Woodagc AfahePs march, 
but feemed to give full credit to it; lie laid it was certain, 
like wife, that Fafil had advanced towards Maitlha; but 
where his quarters were he did not know 7 , probably they 
were not at a great diftance. He complained violently of 
liis march, and of the number of beafts which they had loft; 
he wilhed alio that Fafil would be induced to give battle 
where they were encamped, as his liorfe would probably be 
of little ufe to him among fo many torrents and rivers, and 
mult fuller confiderably in their advancing hither. 

1 asked him whither they were now marching? He faid, 
that, as foon as the news of the confpiracy were known, a 
council was held, where it was the general opinion they 
Ihould proceed brilkly forward, and attack Fafil alone at 
Bure, then turn to Gondar to meet the other two; but then 
rliey had it upon the very belt authority that great rain had 
fallen to the fouthward; that the rivers, which were fo 
frequent in that part of the country, were moftly impalTahle, 
fo there would be great danger in meeting Fafil with an 
army fpent and fatigued with the difficulty of the roads. It 
was, therefore, determined, and the Ras was decidedly of 
that opinion, that they Ihould keep their army entire for a 
better day, and immediately crofs the Nile, and march back 
to Gondar ; that they had accordingly wheeled about, and 
that da> was the firft of their proceeding, which had been in¬ 
terrupted by the accident of the firing. Kefla Yafous of¬ 
fered 
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fcretl me all forts of refrefhments, and I (lined with him; 
he fent alfo great abundance for my fervants to my tent, 
left I fhould not have yet got my appointments fr m 
the king. I then went dire<Stly to my own tent, where I 
found all that belonged to me had arrived fafe, under the 
care of Francifco; and having now procured clothes, inftead 
of thofe taken from me by Guebra Mehedin, 1 waited up¬ 
on the king, and {laid a confidcrablc time with him, aiking 
much the fame queilions Kefla Yafous had done. 1 w*uld 
have paid my refpedts to the Ras alfo, but milled him, for 
he was at council. 
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CHAP. VL 

Kings Army retreats towards Condar—Memorable Pajfage of the Nile — 
Dangerous Situation of the Army-Retreat of Kfa Tafous—Battle 
of Limjour—Unexpected Peace with Faftl—Arrival at Gondar. 

I T was on the 26th of May, early in the morning, that 
the army marched towards the Nile. In the after¬ 
noon wc encamped, between two and three, on the banks 
of the river Coga, the church Abbo being fomething more 
than half a mile to the north-weft of us. 

Next morning, the 27th, we left the river Coga, march¬ 
ing down upon the Nile; we palled the church of Mariam - 
Net , as they call the church of St Anne. Here the fupe- 
rior, attended by about fifty of his monks, came in procelfion 
to welcome Ras Michael; but he, it feems, had received 
feme intelligence of ill-offices the people of this quarter 
had done to the Agows by Fafil’s direction; he therefore 
-1 ordered 
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ordered the church to be plundered, and took the fuperior, 
and two of the leading men of the monks, away with linn 
to Gondar; feveral of the others were killed and wmind- t, 
without provocation, by the foldiers, and the reft diipcrkd 
through the country. 

Prince George had fent immediately in the morning to 
put me in mind that 1 had promifed, in the king’s tent at 
Lamgue,under Emfras, to ride with him in his party when 
in Maitlha. He commanded about two hundred and fifty 
chofen horfe, and kept at about half a mile’s diftancc on the 
right flank of the army. I told the king the prince’s defuo; 
who only anfwered, dryly enough, “ Noi till we pafs the 
Nile; we do not yet know the -..re of this country.” Imme¬ 
diately after this, he detached ^he horfe of HuC and tc 
rawc, and.commanded me wun n. own guards to tal:^ pof- 
feflion of the ford where t ' c Fit-Auraris had croili., .. .o 

fuller no mule or horie to p oil their arrival. 

There were tvro fords propofc rl for our nalf.gr : one op- 
pofite to the church B >lkon Abbu, ! . w. ; die t v. > rivers 
Kelti and Aroofti, (on the weft of the hu ,, tnd the Kora 
and Amlac' hit. hie eaft ; it was 1.*». t be dco , hut 

pailable, thougii ti ' • in was of clav, an a ry lbrt; tr.c 
other ford propoled vv ,;t : up, at the lccoiid catarad of 

Kerr. It was thought or paence to chufe this fold, as 
the Kelti, (itfelf a large anci da v r'.vcr) joined by the Branti, 
which comes from the we ft ward of Qumuera, brings, in tire 
rainy fcaf a prodigious acceflion or water to the Nile ; yet, 
below this, the guides had adviicd the Kas to pafs, and many 
found it afterwards a found bottom, very little deeper, wirlt 
level ground on both lidcs. Wc arrived about four on the: 

bank 
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banks of the Nile, and took podeflion in a line of about 600 
yards of ground. 

From the time we decamped from Coga it poured incef- 
fantly the moft continued rain we ever had yet feen, violent 
claps of thunder followed clofe one upon another, alnioft 
without interval, accompanied with (heets of lightning, 
which ran on the ground like water; the day was more 
than commonly dark, as in an eclipfe; and every hollow, or 
foot-path, colletded a quantity of rain, which fell into the 
Nile in torrents. It would have brought into the dulleft 
mind Mr Hume’s firiking lines on my native Carron— 

Red ran the river down, and loud and oft 
The angry fpirit of the water fhriek’d. 

Douglas. 

The Abyflinian armies pafs the Nile at all feafons. It rolls 
with it no trees, (tones, nor impediments ; yet the fight of 
fuch a mondrous mat's of water terrified me, and made me 
think the idea of eroding would be laid afidc. It was plain 
in the face of every one, that they gave themfelves over 
for loft ; an univerfal dcje&ion had taken place, and it was 
but too vifible that the army was defeated by the weather, 
without having feen an enemy. '1 lie Greeks crowded a- 
round me, all forlorn and defpairing, curfing the hour they 
had firft entered that country, and following thefc curfes 
with fervent prayers, where fear held the place of devotion. 
A cold and brilk gale now fprung up at N. W. with a clear 
fun; ar.d foon after four,when the army arrived on the banks 
of the Nile, thefe temporary torrents were all fubiided, the 
3 . fun 
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fun was hot, and the ground again beginning to become 
dry. 

Netcho, Ras MichaeFs Tit-Auraris, with about 400 men, 
had pafled in the morning, and taken his Ration above us 
in little huts like bee-hives, which the foldiers, who carry 
no tents, make very fpeedily and artificially for themfelves, 
of the long, wild oats, each draw of which fs aft lead eight 
feet long, and near as thick as an ordinary man’s little fin;, 
er. He had Lent back word to the king, that his men hau 
pafled fwimming, and with very great difficulty • that he 
doubted whether the horfes, or loaded mules, could crofs at 
any rate; but, if it was refolved to make the trial, they fliould 
do it immediately, without flaying till the increafe of the 
river. He laid both banks were compofed of black earth, llip- 
pery and miry, which would become more fo when horfes 
had puddled it; he advifed, above all, the turning to the right 
immediately after coming afhore, in the direction in which 
lie had fixed poles, as the earth there was hard and firm, be- 
fides having the advantage of fome round ftones which 
hindered the beafts from flipping or finking. Inftead, 
therefore, of rtfling there that night, it was refolved that the 
horfe fliould crofs immediately. 

The firft who pafled was a young man, a relation of the 
king, brother to Ayatnico killed at the battle of Banja ; he 
walked in with great caution, marking a track for the king 
to pafs. He had gone upon rather folid ground, about 
twice the length of his horfe, when lie plunged out of his 
depth, and 1‘wam to the other fide. The king followed him 
immediately with a great degree of haftc, Ras Michael call¬ 
ing to him to proceed with caution, but without fuccefs. 

Vol. III. 3 L Afterwards 
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Afterwards came the old Ras on his mule, with feveral of 
his friends fwimming both with and without their liorfes 
on each Ikle of him, in a manner truly wonderful. He feem- 
ed to have loft his accuftomed calmnefs, and appeared a good 
deal agitated; forbade, upon pain of death, any one to fol¬ 
low him dire&ly, or to fwim over, as their cuftom is, hold¬ 
ing their mules by the tail. As foon as thefe were fafely 
affiore, the king’s houfehold and black troops, and I with 
them, advanced cautioufly into the river, and fwam happily 
over, in a deep flreamof rcddifli-coloured water, which ran: 
without violence almoft upon a leveL. 

Each horfeman had a mule in his hand, which fwato 
after him, or by his fide, with his coat of mail and head- 
piece tied upon it. My horfc was a very ftrong one, and in 
good condition, and a fervant took charge of my mule and 
coat of mail, fo that, being unembarrafifed, I had the hap- 
pinefs to get fafe and foon over, and up the path to the right 
without great difficulty, fo had moft others of the cavalry 
who fwam along with us; but the ground now began to be 
broken on both fidcs of the palfagc, and it was almoft as dif¬ 
ficult to get in, as it was to fcramble up the bank after*- 
wards. 


Quis cladem illius noElis , quts funtra fando , 

Temperet a laebrymis ■ 

Viro.. 

It is impoffible to deferibe the confufion that followed;, 
night was hard upon us, and, though it incrcafcd our lofs, it 
in great meafure concealed it; a thoufand men had not yet 
pafied, though on mules and horfes; many mired in the 

aauddv 
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muddy landing-place, fell back into the ftrcam, and were 
carried away and drowned. Of the horfe belonging to the 
king’s houfehold, one hundred and eighty in number, feven 
only were miffing; with them Ayto Aylo, vice-chamberlain 
to the queen, and Tecla Mariam the king’s uncle, a great 
friend of Ras Michael’s, both old men. 

The ground on the weft fide was quite of another con- 
fiftence than was that upon the eaft, it was firm, covered 
with Ihort grafs, and rofe in fmall hills like the downs in 
England, all doping into little valleys which carried off the 
water, the declivity being always towaids the Nile. There 
was no baggage (the tent of the Ras and that of the king 
excepted) which had as yet come over, and thefe were wet, 
being drenched in the river. The Fit-Auraris had left, ready 
made, two rafts for Ozoro Either, and the other two la¬ 
dies, with which flic might have ealily been conducted 
over, and without much danger; but the Ras had made 
Ozoro Either pafs over in the fame manner he had oof- 
fed liimfelf, many fwimming on each fide of her mide. 
Sh£ would have fain ftaid on the eaft fide, but it w.is 
in vain to remonftratc. She was with child, and had 
fainted fevcral times; but yet nothing could prevail with 
the Ras to trull her on the other bank till morning. She 
eroded, however, fafely, though almoft dead with fright. It 
was faid he had determined to put her to death if fhc did 
not pafs, from jealoufy of her falling into the hands of Fa- 
fil; but this I will by no means vouch, nor do 1 believe it. 
The night was cold and clear, and a ftrong wind at north- 
weft had blown all the afternoon. Guebra Mafcal, and fe- 
veral of Ras Michael’s officers, had purpofely tarried behind 
for gathering in the ftragglers. The liver had abated to- 

3 L 2 wards 
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wards mid night, when, whether from this.caufe, or, as 
they alledged, that they found a more favourable ford, all 
the Tigre infantry, and many mules lightly loaded, paffed 
with lefs difficulty than any of the reft had .done, and with 
them fevcral loads of flour; luckily alfo my two tents and 
mules, to my great confolation, came fafely over when it 
was near morning. Still the army continued to pafs, and 
thofe that could fwim feemed beft off. I was in the great- 
eft diftrefs for the goodAmmonios, my lieutenant,, who was 
miffing, and did not join us till late in the morning, having 
been all night bufy in feeking Ay to Aylo, the queen’s chanv 
berlain, and Tecla Mariam, who were his great companions, 
drowned probably at the firft attempt to pafs, as they were 
never after heard of,. 

The greaceft part of the foot, however, croffcd in the 
night; and many were of opinion that we had miftaken 
the paflage altogether, by going too high, and being in too 
great a hafte; the banks, indeed, were fo fteep, it was very 
plain that this could never have been an accuftomed ford 
for cavalry. Before day-light the van and the center had 
all joined the king; the number, I believe, that had perifhed 
was never diftin&ly known, for thofe that were miffing were 
thought to have remained on the other fide with Kefla Ya- 
fous, at leaft for that day. Kefla Yafous, indeed, with the 
rear and all the baggage of the army, had remained on the 
other fide, and, with very few tents pitched, waited the dawn • 
of the morning. 

It happened that the priefts of the church of Mariam 
Net, in the confufion, had been left unheeded, chained arm 
to arm* in the rear with Kefla Yafous, and they had began 
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interceding with him to procure their pardon and difmifi. 
fion. He was a man, as I faid, of the greateft affability and 
complacency, and.heard every one Ipeak with the utmoft pa¬ 
tience. Thefe priefts, terrified to death" left Michael fliould 
pull their eyes out, or exercife fome of his ufual cruelties 
upon them, which was certainly his intention by bringing 
them with him to Gondar, frankly declared to Kefia Yafou6 
what they apprehended. They faid that they had never 
known a ford;-there before, though they had lived many 
years in the neighbourhood, nor had ever heard of one at 
Kerr, the firft catara<ft, which the guides had perfuaded the 
rather of the two; they did believe,-therefore, that Michael’s 
guides had deceived him on purpofe, and that they intend¬ 
ed the fame thing by him to-morrow, if he attempted to 
pafs at Kerr. They told him further, that, about three 
days before. Michael had arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Samfeen, they had heard a nagarect beat regularly every 
evening at fun-fet, behind the high woody hill in.front, 
whereon was the church of Bolkon Abbo; that they had 
feen alfo a man the day before who had left Welleta Ya- 
fous, Fafil’s principal officer and confident, at Goutto, wait¬ 
ing the. arrival of lome more troops to pafs the Nile there, 
whence they doubted not that there was treachery intend- ■ 
ed. 


The fagacious and prudent Kefta Yafous weighed every 
word of this in his mind, and, combining all the circum- 
ftances together, was immediately convinced that there had 
beenafnare laid by Fafil for them. Entering.further in¬ 
to converfation with the priefts, and encouraging.them with 
aflurances of reward inftead of punifhment, he inquired if 

they certainly knew any better ford below. They anfwer- 
- cd 
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cd him they knew of no ford but the common one of De- 
lakus, about eight miles below; that it was true it was not 
good, and it was deeper than ordinary, as the rainy feafon 
had begun early, but that it was fo perfectly fordable that 
all the country people had gone with afles loaded with but¬ 
ter and honey, and other provisions, for the market of Gon- 
dar laft week; from whence they inferred that he could 
eafily ford it, and fafely, even with loaded mules. They 
advifed him farther, as the night was dry, and the rain fell 
generally in the day, to lofe no time, but to colled: his 
troops, weary as they were, as foon as pofiible, and fend 
the heavy baggage before; that there was no river or tor¬ 
rent in their way, but Amlac Ohha, which, at that time of 
night, was at its loweft, and they might thenpafs it at their 
leifure, while lie covered them with his troops behind; 
that in fuch cafe they might all be fafe over the ford by 
the time the fun became to be hot in the morning, about 
which hour they did not doubt he would be attacked by 
Welleta Yafous. They faid farther, that, though they could 
claim little merit, being prifoners, by offering to be his 
guides, yet he might perhaps find his ufe in the meafure, 
and would thereby prove their faith and loyalty to the king. 

Although all this bore the greateft fliew of probability, 
and the lives of the informers were in his hands, that cau¬ 
tious general would not undertake a ftep of fo much con- 
fequcnce, as to feparate the rear of the army from the king, 
without further inquiry.. There was then in his camp, 
waiting the event of next day, two of the guides who had 
brought them to this ford; a third had gone over the ri¬ 
ver with Ras Michael. There was likewife in his camp a 
fervant of Nanna Georgis, who had arrived fome days be- 
4 fon 
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fore with information to Ras Michael. The two guides 
pretended to be Agows, confequently friends to the king. 
He called thefe into his prefence, and ordered them to be 
put in irons, and then fent for the fervant of Nanna Geor- 
gis. This man immediately knew the one to be his coun- 
tryman, but declared the other was a Galla, both of them 
fervants of Fafil, and then living in Maitflia. 

Kefla Yasous immediately ordered the ICanitz Kitzera 
(the executioner of the camp) to attend, and having exhort¬ 
ed them to declare the truth for fear of what would fpeedi- 
ly follow, and no fatisfa&ory anfwer being given, he direct¬ 
ed the eyes of the deleft, the Galla, to be plucked out; and 
he continuing ftill obftinate, he delivered him to the fol- 
diers, who hewed him to pieces with their large knives in 
prefence of his companion. In the mean time the priefts 
had been very earned with the young one, the Agow, to 
confefs, with better fucccfs ; but this execution, to which 
he had been witnefs, was more prevailing than all their ar¬ 
guments. Upon promife of life, liberty, and reward, he de¬ 
clared that he had left Fafil behind a hill, which he then 
fhewed, about three miles dillant, in front of the king’s 
army, and had gone down to Welleta Yafous, who was wait¬ 
ing at Goutto ready to pafs the Nile : that they were lent 
forward to decoy the king to that paffage, under the name 
of a ford, where they expected great part of the army would 
perilh if they attempted to pafs: that Falil was to attack 
fuch part of the king’s army as fliould have palfcd as foon 
as it appeared upon the heights above the river, but not till, 
by the firing on the call fide, he knew that Welleta Yafous 
was engaged with the rear, or part of the army, which fliould 
Hill,remain on that fide feparated by the river; that they did 

not 
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not imagine Ras Michael could have pafled that night, but 
that to-morrow he would certainly be attacked by Fafil, as 
his companion, who had eroded with Ras Michael, was to go 
dire&ly to Fafil and inform him of the flotation of the.King, 
the Ras, and the army. 

Kefla Yasous fent two of liis principal officers, with a 
'diftinft detail of this whole affair, to the king. It being now 
dark, they fwam the river on horfeback, with much more 
difficulty and danger than wc had done, and they found 
Ras Michael and the king in council, to whom they told 
their meflage with every circumftance, adding, that Kefla 
Yafous, as the only way to preferve the army, quite fpent 
with fatigue, and encumbered with fuch a quantity of bag¬ 
gage, had ftruck his tent, and would, by that time, be on 
his march for the ford of Delakus, which he fhould crofs, 
and, after leaving a party to guard the baggage and fick, he 
fhould with the frefheft of his men join the army. The fpy 
that had pafled with Michael and the king was now fought 
for, but he had loft no time, and was gone off to Fafil at Bof- 
kon Abbo. Kefla Yafous,having fcen all the baggage on their 
way before him, did, as his laft a< 5 t, perhaps not ftri&ly con- 
fiftent with juftice, hang the poor unfortunate informer, the 
Agow, upon one*of the trees at the ford, that Wellcta Yafous, 
when he pafled in the morning, might fee how certainly 
his fecret was.discovered, and that consequently he was oa 
his guard. 

On the 2Sth he crofted Amlac Ohha with fomc degree of 
difficulty, and was obliged to abandon feveral baggage- 
mules. He advanced after this with as great diligence as 
.poffiblc to Delakus, and found the ford, though deep, much 
2 better 
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better than he expected. He had pitched his tent on the 
high road to Gondar, before Welleta Yafous knew he was 
decamped, and of this paflage he immediately advifed Mi¬ 
chael refrefhing his troops for any emergency. 

About two in the afternoon Welleta Yafous appeared 
with his horfe on the other fide of the Nile, but it was then 
too late. Kcfla Yafous was fo ftrongly polled, and the banks 
of the river fo guarded with fire-arms, down to the water- 
edge, that Fafil and all his army would not have dared 
to attempt the paflage, or even approach the banks of the 
river. 

A 

As foon as Ras Michael received the intelligence, he dif- 
patched the Fit-Auraris, Nctcho, to take poll upon the ford 
of the Kelti, a large river, but rather broad than deep, about 
three miles oil'. He himfelf followed early in the morning, 
and pafled the Kelti juft at fun-rife, without halting; he 
then advanced to meet Kcfla Yafous, as the army began to 
want provifions, the little flour that had been brought over, 
or which the foldicrs had taken with them, being nearly ex.- 
liaullcd during that night and the morning after. It was 
found, too, that the men had but little powder, none of 
them having recruited their quantity fincc the hunting of the 
deer; but what they had was in perfeft good order, being 
kept in horns and l'mall wooden bottles, corked in Inch a 
manner as to be fee tired from water of any kind. Kcfla 
Yafous, therefore, being in pofleflion of the baggage, the 
powder, and the provifions, a junction with him was abfo- 
lutely neceflary, and they expected to efleet this at Waina- 
'dega, about twenty miles from their lafi. night’s quarters. 

VoL.HI. 2 M The 
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The ground was all firm and level between Kelti and the 
Avolcy, a fpacc of about 15 miles. 

Ras Michael halted after palling the Kelti, and fent on 
the Fit-Auraris about five miles before him; he then ordered 
what quantity of flour, or provifions of any kind could be 
found, to be j diftributed among the men, and directed them 
to refrcih thcmfelves for an hour before they again be¬ 
gan their march, becaufe they might expert foon to engage 
with Fafil. The day being clear, and the fun hot, thofe 
that the cold aflfed:ed, from the paflage of laft night, began 
to recover their former health and agility; their clothes were 
now all dry, clean wa£hcd, and comfortable ; and had it not 
been for the fatigue that remained from the two laft days, 
and the fliort allowance to which they were reduced, per¬ 
haps there were few occafions wherein the army was fitter 
for an engagement. Being now difembarrafled from dan¬ 
gerous rivers, they were on dry folid ground, which they 
had often marched over before in triumph, and where all 
the villages around them, lying in ruins, put them in mind 
of many vi&orious campaigns, and efpecially the recent 
one at Fagitta over this fame Fafil. Add to all this, they were 
on their way home to Gondar, and that alone made them 
march with a tenfold alacrity. Gondar, they thought, was 
to be the end of all their cares, a place of relaxation and 
cafe for the reft of the rainy feafon. 

It was between twelve and one we heard the Fit-Auraris 
engaged, and there was ftiarp firing on both fides, which 
foon ceafed. Michael ordered his army immediately to halt; 
he and the king, and Billetana GuctaTecla, commanded the 
van; Welleta Michael,and AytoTesfos of Sire, the rear. Having 

marched. 
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marched a little farther, he changed his order of battle; he 
drew up the body of troops which he commanded, toge¬ 
ther with the king, on a flat, large hill, with two valleys 
running parallel to the fldes of it like trenches. Beyond 
thefe trenches were two higher ridges of hills that ran along 
the fide of them, about half a mufket-fliot from him; the 
valleys were loft ground which yet could bear horfes, and 
thefe hills, on his right and on his left, advanced about 1 oo 
yards on each fide farther than the line of his front. The 
grofs of thefe fidc-divifions occupied the height; but a line 
of foldiers from them came down to the edge of the valleys 
like wings. In the plain ground, about three hundred yards 
directly in his front, he had placed all the cavalry, except 
the king’s body-guards drawn up before him, commanded 
by an old officer of Mariam Barca. As prince George was 
in the cavalry, he ftrongly folicited the Ras at leaft to let 
him remain with them, and fee them engage; but the Ras, 
confidcring his extreme youth and natural ralhnefs, called 
him back, and placed him befide me before the king. It 
was not long before the Fit-Auraris’s two meflengers arri¬ 
ved, running like deer along the plain, which was not abfo- 
lutcly flat, but Hoped gently down towards us, declining, as 
I fhould guefs, not a fathom in fifteen. 

Their account was, that they had fallen in with Fafil’s 
Fit-Auraris; that they had attacked him fmartly, and, though 
the enemy were greatly fuperior, being all liorfc, except a few 
mufquetcers, had killed four of them. The Ras having firft 
heard the meflage of the Fit-Auraris alone, he fent a man 
to report it to the king; and, immediately after this, he or¬ 
dered two horfemen to go full gallop along the eaft fide of 
the hill, the low road toWainadega, to warn Kefla Yafous 

M 2 of 
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of Fail's being near at hand; he likewife directed the Fit- 
Auraris to advance cautioufly till he had feen Fafil, and to 
purfue no party that fhould retreat before him. 

The King, the Ras, and the whole army, began to be in: 
pain for Kefla Yafous; and we fhould have changed our 
ground, and marched forward immediately, had we not 
heard the alarm-guns fired by Fit-Auraris Netcho, and prc- 
fently he and his party came in, the men running, and the 
horfes at full gallop. Ras Michael had given his orders, 
and returned to the prefence of the king on his mule; he 
could not venture among horfe, being wounded in the 
middle of the thigh, and lame in that leg, but always char¬ 
ged on a mule among the mufquetrv. He faid fhorrly to the: 
king, “ No fear, Sir, Hand firm; Fafil is loft if he fights to¬ 
day on this ground.” 

Fasil appeared at the top of the hill. I have no guefs about 
the number of fuch large bodies of troops, but,by thofc more, 
ufed to fuch computations, it is faid he had about 300a 
horfe. It was a fine fight, but the evening was beginning 
to be overcaft. After having taken a full view of the army, 
they all began to move flowly down the hill, beating their, 
kettle-drums. There were two trees a little before the ca- 
valrv, that were advanced bevond our front. Fafil fent down 
a party to fkirmilh with thefe, and he himfelf halted after 
having made a few paces down the hill. The two bodies 
of horfe met juft half way at the two trees, and mingled, 
together, as appeared at lcaft, with very dccifive intention ;. 
but whether it was by orders or from fear, (for they were 
not overmatched in numbers) our horfe turned their backs, 
and came precipitately down, fo that we were afraid they, 
i would 
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would break in upon the foot. Several fliots were fired from 
the center at them by order of the Ras,who cried out aloud 
in derifion, “ Take away thefe horfes and fend them to the 
mill,” They divided, however, to the right and left, into 
the two grafly valleys under cover of the mufquctry, and a 
very few horfe of Fafil’s were carried in along with them, 
and flain by the foldieis on the fide of the hill. On the 
king’s fide no man of note was miffing but Wellcta Michael, 
nephew of Ras Michael, whofe horfe falling, he was taken, 
prifoner and carried off by Fafil. 

A few minutes after this, arrived a meflenger from fa'lj. 
a dwarf, named D >ho, a man always employed on errands 
of this kind ; it is a-‘ intercourfc which is permitted, and 
the meflenger not only prote* 5 tcd, but rewarded, as I have 
before obferved; it is a Angular cuftom, and .one but 
fhrewd hfdows arc fent, very capable of making . bferva- 
tions, and Doho was one of thefe. lie told ffie Ras to pre¬ 
pare immediately, for Fafil intended to attack hun foon 
as he had brought his foot up: Doho further added a 
requeft from his mafter, as a mark of his duty, that the king 
might not change his drefs that day, left he might fall in¬ 
to the hands of fome orf the ftranger troops of Galla, who 
might not know him otherwife, or fliew the proper refpedt 
to his perfon. The Ras, I was told afterwards, for he was 
too far before us to hear him, laughed violently at this com¬ 
pliment. “ Tell Fafil, fays he, to wait but a few minutes 
where he now is, and 1 promife him that the king fhall drefs 
in any way he pleafes.” When Doho’s meflage was told to 
the king, he fent back anfwer to Ras Michael, “ Let Doho 
tell Fafil from me, that, if I had known thofe two trees had. 
been where they are, I would have brought Wcllcta Ga¬ 
briel,. 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


462 

briel, Ozoro Efthcr’s Reward, to him; by which he very arch¬ 
ly alluded to the battle of Fagitta, where that drunkard, 
Ihooting from behind a tree, and killing one Galla, made 
all the reft ft}' for fear of the zibib. 

D0110 being thus difinilTcd, the whole army advanced im¬ 
mediately at a very brilk pace, hooping and fereaming, as is 
their cuftom, in a molt harfh and barbarous manner, crying 
out Hatze Ali! Michael Ali! But Falil, who faw the forward 
countenance of the king’s troops, and that a few minutes 
would lay him under neceflity of rifking a battle, which he 
did not intend, withdrew his troops at a fmart trotjover the 
fmooth downs, returning towards Bofkon Abbo. ft feems, 
as we heard afterwards, he was in as great anxiety about 
the fate of Wellcta Yafous, of whom he had no intelligence, 
as we had been for that of Kefla Yafous; and he had got as 
yet no intelligence till he had taken Wellcta Michael prifon- 
er; he had heard no firing, nor did he confequently know 
whether Kefla Yafous had pafied the Nile with the Ras or 
not; he had, therefore, left his camp, and marched with his 
horfe only to take a view of Michael, but had no fort of in¬ 
tention to give him battle ; and he was now very much ex- 
afperated againft both Gulho and Powuflen, by whom he 
faw plainly that he had been betrayed. 

This is what was called the battle of Limjour, from a 
village burnt by Ras Michael laft campaign, which flood 
where the two trees are; the name of a battle is furely 
more than it deferves. Had Fafil been half as willing as the 
Ras, it could not have failed being a decifive one. The Ras, 
who faw that Fafil would not fight, eafily penetrated his rea- 
fons, and no fooner was he gone, and his own drums filent, 
i than 
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than he heard a nagareet beat, and knew it to be that of Kefla 
Yafous. This general encamped upon the river Avoley, lea¬ 
ving his tents and baggage under a proper guard, and had 
marched with the belt and frefheft of his troops to join Mi¬ 
chael before the engagement. All was joy at meeting, every 
rank of men joined in extolling the merit and conduft of 
their leaders; and, indeed, it may be fairly faid, the flota¬ 
tion of the king and the army was defperate at that inftant, 
when the troops were feparated on different Tides of the Nile; 
nor could they have been faved but by the fpeedy refolu- 
tion taken by Kefla Yafous to march without lofs of time 
and pafs at the ford of Dclakus, and the diligence and acti¬ 
vity with which he executed that refolution. 

Although a good part of Kefla Yafous’s foldicrs were 
left at the Avoley, the Ras, as a mark of confidence, gave 
him the command of the rear. We were retreating before 
an enemy, and it was, therefore, the poll: of honour, where 
the Ras would have been himfelf,had not Kefla Yafous join¬ 
ed us. We foon marched the five miles, or thereabout, that 
remained to the Avoley, and arrived juft as the fun was Tot¬ 
ting, and there heard from the fpies that Welleta Yafous 
with his troops had retired again to Goutto, after having 
been joined by Woodage Afahcl. There again were frefh re¬ 
joicings, as every one recovered their baggage and provi- 
fions, many rejoined their friends they had given over as 
loft at the paffage, and the whole army prepared their flip¬ 
per. All but Ras Michael feemed to have their thoughts 
bent upon fleep and reft; whilft he, the mod infirm and 
aged of the army, no fooner was under cover of his. tent 
than he ordered the drum to beat for affcmbling a coLin- 
cil. What pafled there I did not know; 1 believe nothing 

but 
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but a repetition of the circumftances that induced Kefla Ya- 
fbus to advance to Delakus, for, after fupper, juft before the 
king went to bed in the evening, a man from Kefla Yafous 
brought the four priefts of Mariam Net, who had been the 
guides to the ford at Delakus. The king ordered mear to 
be let before them, but they had done very well already 
with Kefla Yafous, and, therefore, only took a finall piece 
of bread and a cup of bouza, the eating and drinking in 
prefence of the king being an aflurance that their life was 
fafe and pardon real. They had then five ounces of gold, 
and feverai changes of clothes given to each of them, and 
the king took them to Gondar with him, to provide for 
them there, out of the reach of the revenge of Fafil, and 
placed them in the church of Hamar Noh*. 

The army marched next day roDingleber, a high hill, or 
rock, approaching fo clofe to the lake as fcarcely to leave a 
paflage between. Upon the top of this rock is the king’s 
lioufe. As we arrived very early there, and were now out 
of Fafil’s government, the king infilled upon treating 1 as 
Michael and all the people of confideration. A great quan¬ 
tity of cattle had been lent thither from Dembea by tliofe 
who had eftates in the neighbourhood, out of which he 
gave ten oxen to Ras Michael, ten to Kefla Yafous, the fame 
number to feverai others, and one to myfelf, with two oun¬ 
ces of gold for Strates and Seballos to buy mules ; but they 
had already provided themfelves ; for, befides the two they 
rode upon of mine, they and my fervants had picked up 
four others in very good condition, whole mailers had pro¬ 
bably perilhed in the river,-for they were never claimed af¬ 
terwards. 

Just 


■* This is a large church belonging to die palace, called by this extraordinary same, Noat'j Ark . 
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Just as the king fat down to dinner an accident happen¬ 
ed that occafioned great trepidation among all his fervants. 
A black eagle* was chafed into the king’s tent by feme of 
the birds of prey that hover about the camp; and it was 
after in the mouth of every one the king would be dethro¬ 
ned by a man of inferior birth and condition. Every body 
at that time looked to Fafil: the event proved the applica¬ 
tion falfe, though the omen was true, fowuflen of Begem- 
der was as low-born as Fafil, as great a traitor, but mote fuc- 
cefsful, to whom the ominous prefage pointed; and, though 
we cannot but look upon the whole as accident, it was but 
too foon fulfilled. 

In the evening of the 29th arrived at Dingleber two horfe- 
men from Fafil, clad in habits of peace, and without arms *, 
they weie known to be two of his principal fervants, were 
grave, genteel, middle-aged men; this meflage had nothing 
of Doho’s buffoonery. They had an audience early after 
their coming, firft of the Ras, then of the King. They faid, 
and faid truly, that Fafil had repaired theKelti, was encamp¬ 
ed on the oppofite fide, and was not yet joined by Welleta 
Yafous. Their errand was, to defire that the Ras might not 
fatigue his men by unneceiTarily hurrying on to Gondar, 
becaufe he might reft fecured of receiving no further mo¬ 
le llation from Fafil their matter, as he was on his march to 
Bure. They told the Ras the whole of the confpiracy, as far 
as it regai ded him, and the agreement that Powuflen and Gu- 
ftio had made with their mafter to furround him at Derdc- 
ra: they mentioned, moreover, how fenfible Fafil was of their 
Vol. III. 3 N treafpn 
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treafon towards him; that, inftead of keeping their word,, 
they had left him to engage the King and the Ras’s whole 
force at a time when they knew the greateft part of his 
Galla troops were retired to the other fide of the Nile, and 
could be aftembled with difficulty: That if the Ras by 
chance had eroded at Delakus, as Kefla Yafous had done, in¬ 
ftead of embarraffing his army among the rivers of Mait- 
fha, and eroding the Nile at that mod dangerous place near 
Amlac-Ohha, (a pafiage never before attempted in the rainy 
feafon) the confequence would have been, that he mud have 
cither fought at great difadvantage with an inferior army 
againft the Ras, or have retired to Metchakel, leaving his 
whole country to the mercy of his enemies. Fafil decla¬ 
red his re.folution never again to appear in arms againft the 
king, but that he would hold his government under him, 
and pay the accuftomed taxes punctually: he promifed al- 
fo, that he would renounce all manner of connection with 
Gufho and Powuden, as he had already done, and he would 
take the field againft them next feafon with his whole force, 
whenever the king ordered him. The meflengers conclu¬ 
ded, with defiring the Ras to give Fafil his grand-daughter, 
Wclleta Selafle, in marriage, and that he would then come 
to Gondar without diftruft. 

At the audience they*had of the king the fame night, 
they added, That Fafil could not truft Ras Michael, lie broke 
his. word fo often, and had fo many refervations and eva- 
fions in his promifes. 

The Ras, though he did not believe all this, made no dif¬ 
ficulty in agreeing to every thing that they deli red. lie 
promifed the grand-daughter; and, as an earneft of his be¬ 
lieving 
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lieving the reft, the king’s two nagareets were brought to 
the door of the tent, where, to our very great furprife, we 
heard it proclaimed, “ Fafil is governor.of the Agow, Maitfha, 
Gojam, andDamot; profperity to him, and long maybe live 
a faithful fervant to the king our mafter!”—This was an 
extraordinary revolution in fo fmall a fpace of time. It was 
fcarce 43 hours fince Fafil had laid a fcheme for drowning 
the greater part of the army in the Nile, and cutting the 
throats of the refidue on both fides of it; it was not twenty- 
four hours, fince he had met us to fight in open field, and 
now he was become the king’s lieutenant-general in four 
of the molt opulent provinces of Abyflinia. This was pro¬ 
duced, however, by the neceflity of the times, and both par¬ 
ties were playing at the fame game who fhould over-reach 
the other. Fafii’s mefiengers were magnificently cloathed, 
and it was firft intended they fhould have gone back to him; 
but, after reflection, another perfon was fent, thefe two chu- 
fing to go to Gondar with the king to remain hoftages for 
Fafii’s word, and to bring back his inveftiture from thence 
to Bure. The whole camp abandoned itfelf to joy. 

Late in the evening Ozoro Efthcr camc^to the king’s tent. 
She had been ill, and alarmed, as the well might, at the 
paflage of the Nile, which had given her a more delicate 
look than ordinary; flie was drefled all in white, and I 
thought I feldom had feen fo handfome a woman. The 
king, as I have mentioned, had fent ten oxen to Ras Michael, 
but he had given twenty to Ozoro Efthcr; and it was to 
thank him for this extraordinary mark of favour that flic 
had come to vifit him in his tent. I had for fome time part, 
indeed, thought they were not infenfible to the merit of 
each other. Upon her thanking the king for the diftinClion 

3 N 2 he 



469 TRAVELS’TO DISCOVER 

he had (hewn her. Madam, faid he, your hufband Ras Mi¬ 
chael is intent-upon employing, in the bdl way poflible for 
my fervice,' thofe of the army that arc ftrong and vigorous; 
you, I am told, be (low your care on the lick and difablcd, and, 
by your attention, they are reftored to their former health: 
and activity; the ftrong aXive foldier eats the cows that I* 
have fent to the Ras; the enfeebled and lick recover upon 
yours, for which reafon I fent you a double portion, that you 
may have it in your power to-do double good; After this- 
the room was. cleared, and (he had an audience alone for > 
half an hour. Ldotibr very much whether Ras Michael had 
any (hare inr the converfation; the king was in the very 
gayeft humour, and went to reft about twelve. The Ras-; 
loved Ozoro Efther, but was not jealous.. 

I had violent threatenings oft he ague, and had gone to> 
bed full of reflexions on extraordinary events that, in a- 
few hours, had as it were crowded upon one another. I had ' 
appointed FafiFs fervants to come to my tent in the evening. 

I ttnderftood a council had - been called, to-which Welleta 
Kyrillos, the king’s hiftoriographer,.had been fent for, and. 
ihftruXed liow to give an account of .this campaign of Mait- 
(lia, the paftfage of the Nile, and the meeting with Fafil at 
Limjour. Kefla Yafous’s march to Delakus, and paflage 
there, were ordered to be written in gold letters, and fo was 
Eafil’s appointment to Damoe and Maitflia. From this au¬ 
thentic copy, and what I myfelf heard or obferved, I formed. 
thefe notes of the campaign. 

On the 30th of May nothing material happened, and, in 
z few days, wc arrived at Gondar. The day before we en- 
tercdj being encamped on the river Kcmona, came two me£- 

fengers. 
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fcngers from Gufho and Powuflen, with various cxeufes why 
they had not joined. They were very ill recti'.cd by tlie 
Ras, and refufed an audience of the king. Tiu ii prxfcnr, 
which is always new clothes to fome value, was a hr. all 
piece of dark-blue Surat cloth,, value about half-a-uo%\n, 
intended as an affront; they were not fullered to deep in the 
camp, but forwarded to Falil where they were going. 

The 3d of June the army encamped on the river Kahha, 
under Gondar. From the time we left Dingleber, fomc one 
or other of the Ras’s confidential friendi had arrived every 
day. Several of the great officers of ftate reached us at the 
Kemona, many others met us at Abba SamueL I did not per¬ 
ceive the news they brought increafed the fpirits either of. 
the King or the Ras; the foldiers, however, were all cpn- 
tented, becaufe they were at home; but the officers-, who 
faw farther, wore very different countenances, efpecially 
thofe that were of Amhara. 

I; in particular* had very little reafon to be pfeafed;. 
for, after having undergone a confiant feries of fatigues,, 
dangers, and expences, I was returned to Gondar disappoint¬ 
ed of my views in arriving at the fource of the Nile* with¬ 
out any other acquifition than a violent ague. The place 
where that river rifes remained ftill as great a fecrct as-it; 
had been ever fincc the cataftrophe of Phaeton 

Nilus in extremum fugit perterritus orbem , 

Qcculuitquc caput , quod adbuc lately - 

Ovid. Metam. lib. ii. 


CHAP,. 



47° 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 




CHAP. VII. 

• 

King and Army retreat to Ttgre—Jnterejling Events following that Re¬ 
treat—The Body of Joas is found—Favourable Turn of the Kings 
Affairs — Socinios , a new King, proclaimed at Gondar. 

T H E king had heard that Gufho and Powuilen, with 
Gojam under Ayto Aylo, and all the troops of Beleflen 
and Lafta, were ready to fall upon him in Gondar as foon 
as the rains £hould have fwelled the Tacazze, fo that the 
army could not retire into Tigre; and it was now thought 
to be the inllant this might happen, as the king’s procla¬ 
mation in favour of Fafil, efpecially the giving him Gojam, 
it was not doubted, would haften the motion of the rebels. 
Accordingly that very morning, after the king arrived, the 
proclamation was made at.Gondar, giving Fafil Gojam, Da- 
mot, the Agow, and Maitflia ; after which his two fervants 
were again magnificently cloathed, and fent back with ho¬ 
nour. 
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As I had never defpaired, fome way or other, of arriving 
at the fountains of the Nile, from which we were not fifty 
miles diflant when we turned back at Karcagna, fo L never 
neglected to improve every means that held out to me the 
lealt probability of accomplishing this end. I had been very 
attentive and ferviceable to Falii’s fervants while in the 
camp. I fpoke greatly of their mailer, and, when they went 
away, gave each of them a fmall prefent for himfelf, and 
a trifle alfo for Fafil. They had, on the other hand, been 
very importunate with me as a phyfician to preferibe fome- 
thing for a cancer on the lip, as I underliood it to be, with 
which Welleta Yafous, Fafil’s principal general, was afflic¬ 
ted. 


I had been advifed, by fome of my medical friends, to 
carry along with me a preparation of hemlock, or cicuta, 
recommended by Dr Stork, a phyfician at Vienna. A confi- 
derablc quantity had been fent me from France by commif- 
lion, with dire&ions how to ufe it. To keep on the fafe 
fide, I preferibed fmall dofes to Welleta Yafous, being much 
more anxious to preferve myfelf from reproach than warm¬ 
ly folicitous about the cure of my unknown patient. I gave 
him politive advice to avoid eating raw meat *, to keep to a 
milk diet, and drink plentifully of whey when he ufed this 
medicine. They were overjoyed at having fucceeded fo 
well in their commiflion, and declared before the king, That 
Fafil their mailer would be more pleafed with receiving a 
medicine that would reftore Welleta Yafous to health, than 
witli the magnificent appointments the king’s goodnefs had 
bellowed upon him. “ If it is fo, faid I, in this day of grace, 
I will alk two favours.”—•“ And that’s a rarity, fays the king; 
come, out with them; 1 don’t believe anybody is deiirous 

you 
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you Should be refufed; I certainly am not; only I bar one 
of them, you are not to relapfe into your ufual defpondency, 
and talk of going home.”-—“ Well, Sir, faid J, I obey, and 
that is not one of them. They are thefe—You Shall give 
me, and oblige Fafil to ratify it, the village GeeSh, and the 
fource where the Nile rifes, that I may be from thence fur¬ 
nished with honey for myfelf and Servants; it Shall Hand 
me inStead of Tangouri, near Emfras, and, in value, it is 
not worth So much. The Second is, That, when I Shall fee 
that it is in his power to carry me to Geefli, and Shew me 
thofe fources, Fafil Shall do it upon my request, without fee 
or reward, and without excul'e or evafion. 

They all laughed at the eafinefs of the requeft; all de¬ 
clared that this was nothing, and wished to do ten times as 
much. The king faid, “ Tell Fafil I do give the village 
of GeeSh, and thofe fountains he is fo fond of, to Yagoube 
and his posterity for ever, never to appear under another’s 
name in the deftar, and never to be taken from him, or 
exchanged, either in peace or war. Do you fwear this to 
him in the name of your mailer.” Upon which they took 
the two fore fingers of my right hand, and, one after the 
other, laid the two fore fingers of their right hand acrofs 
them, then kifiTed them $ a form of fwearing ufed there, at 
leaft among thofe that call themfelves Chrillians. And as 
Azage Ky rill os, the king’s fecretary and hiftorian, was then 
prefenr, the king ordered him to enter the gift in the def¬ 
tar, or revenue-book, where the taxes and revenue of the 
king’s lands are registered. “ I will write it, fays the old 
man, iu letters of gold, and, poor as I am, will give him a 
village four times better than either GeeSh or Tangouri, if 
he will take a wife and Slay amongft us, at leaft till my eyes 
a are 
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arc clofed.” It will be eafily guefled this rendered the con- 
verfation a chearful one. Fafil’s fervants retired to fet out 
the next day, gratified to their utmoft wifli, and, as foon as 
the king was in bed, I went to my apartment likewife. 

But very different thoughts were then occupying Mi¬ 
chael and his officers. They could not truft Fafil, and, be- 
fides, he could do them no fervice ; the rain was fet in, and 
he was gone home; the weftern part of the kingdom was 
ready to rife upon them ; Woggora, to the north, immedi¬ 
ately in his way, was all in arms, and impatient to re¬ 
venge the feverities they had fuffered when Michael firft 
marched to Gondar. The Tacazze, which feparates Tigrc 
from Woggora, and runs at the foot of the high mountains 
of Samcn, was one of the largeft and moft rapid rivers in 
Abyflinia, and, though not the firft to overflow, was, when 
fwellcd to its height, impaifable by horfe or foot, rolling 
down prodigious ftones and trees with its current. Danger¬ 
ous as the paflage was, however, there was no fafety but in 
attempting it: Michael, therefore, and every foldier with 
him, were of opinion that, if they muft perifh, they fhould 
rather meet death in the river, on the confines of their own 
country, than fall alive into the hands of their enemies in 
Amhara. For this, preparation had been making night 
and day, fince Ras Michael entered Gondar, and probably 
before it. 

There was in Belefien, on the neareft and eafieft way to 
a ford of the Tacazzc, a man of quality called Adero, and 
his fon Zor Woldo. To thefe two Ras Michael ufed to truft 
the care of the police of Gondar when he was abfent upon 
any expedition ; they were very active and capable, but bad 
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fallen from their allegiance, and joined Powuflen and Gufhoi, 
at leaft in councils. The Ras, immediately upon arriving at 
Gondar, dilTembling what he knew of their treafon, had lent 
to them to prepare a quantity of flour for the troops that 
were to pafs their way; to get together what horfes they 
Could as quietly as poffible; to fend him word what ftate 
the ford was in; and alfo, if Powuflen had made any move* 
ment forward; or if Ayto Tesfos, governor of Samen, had 
fliewn any difpofition to difpute the paflage through Wog- 
gora into Tigre. Word was immediately returned by the 
traitor Adero, that the ford, was as yet very paflable ; that it 
was faid Powuflen was marching towards Maitflia; that Ay¬ 
to Tesfos was at home upon his high rock, the feat of his 
government, and that no time was to be loft, as he believed 
he had already flour enough to fuflice; he added alfo, that 
k would be dangerous to collect more, for it would give the 
alarm. This was all received as truth, and a meflenger fent 
back with orders, that ZorWoldo fhouldleave the flour in fmali 
bags at Ebenaat, and that he lhould himfelf and his father 
wait the Ras at the ford, with what- horfe they had, the 
fourth day from that, in the. evening. 

Tan next morning the whole army was in motion. I 
had the evening before taken leave of the king in an in~ 
terview which coft me more than almoft any one in my 
life. The fubftance was, That I was ill in my health, and 
quite unprepared to attend him into Tigre; that my heart 
was fet upon completing the only purpofe of my coming 
into Abyfiinia, without which I fhould return into my own 
country with difgrace; that I hoped, through his majefty’s 
influence, Fafd might find fome way for me to accomplifti 
k; if not, l trufted foon to fee him return, when I hoped k 
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would be eafy; but, if I then went to TigrC, I was fully 
perfuaded I fhould never have the refolution to come again 
to Gondar. 

He feemed to take heart at the confidence with which I 
fpoke of his return. “ You, Yagoube, fays he, in a humble, 
complaining tone, could tell me, if you pleafed, whether 
I lhall or not, and what is to befal me; thofe inftruments 
and thofe wheels, with which you are conftantly looking 
at the ftars, cannot be for any ufe unlefs for prying into 
futurity.”—“ Indeed, faid I, prince, thefe are things by 
which we guide fhips at fea, and by thefe we mark down 
the ways that we travel by land; teach them to people that 
never paffed them before, and, being once traced, keep them 
thus to be known by all men for ever. But of the decrees 
of Providence, whether they regard you or myfelf, I know 
no more than the mule upon which you ride.”—•** Tell me 
then, I pray, tell me, what is the reafon you fpeak of my re¬ 
turn as certain ?”•—“ I fpeak, faid I, from obfervation, from 
reflections that I have made, much more certain than pro¬ 
phecies and divinations by ftars. The firftcampaign of your 
reign at Fagitta, when you was relying upon the difpofitions 
that the Ras had molt ably and fkillfully made, a drunk¬ 
ard, with a Angle fhot, defeated a numerous army of your 
enemies. Powuilen and Gufho were your friends, as you 
thought, when you marched out laft, yet they had, at that 
very inilant, made a league to defiroy you at Derdera; and 
nothing but a miracle could have faved you, fhut up be¬ 
tween two lakes and three armic*. It was neither you nor 
Michael that difordcrcd their councils, and made them fail 
in what they had concerted. You was for burning Sam- 
feen, whilft Woodagc Afahcl was there in ambufli with a 
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large force,> with a knowledge of all the fords, and mailer 
of all the inhabitants of the country. Remember how you 
palled thofe rivers, holding hand in hand, and drawing one 
another over. Could you have done this with an ene¬ 
my behind you, and fuch an enemy as Woodage Afahel ? 
He would have followed and harraffed you till you took 
the ford at Goutto, and there was Welleta Yafous waiting 
to oppofe you with 6000 men on the oppolite bank. When 
Ras Michael marched by Mariam Net, he found the priclls 
at their homes. Was that the cafe in any of the other 
churches we palled ? No; all were fled for fear of Michael; 
yet thefe were more guilty than any by their connections 
with Falil; notwithftanding which, they alone, of all others, 
llaid, though they knew not why; an invisible hand held 
them that they might operate your prefervation. Nothing 
could have faved the army but the defperate paflage, l‘o 
tremendous that it will exceed the belief of man, eroding 
the Nile that night. Yet if the priefts had eroded before 
this, not a man would have proceeded to the ford. The 
priefts would have been Ras Michael’s prifQners, and, on 
the other fide, they never would have fpoken a word whilft 
in the prefence of Michael. Providence, therefore, kept 
them with Kefla Yafous; all was difeovered, and the army 
faved by the retreat, and his fpcedy palling at the ford of 
Dclakus. 

What would have happened to Kefla Yafous, had Fafil 
marched down to Dclakus either before or after the paflage ? 
Kefla Yafous would have been cut off before Ras Michael 
had palled the Kelti; irfllead of which, an unknown caufe 
detained him,moft infatuated-like, beating his kettle-drums 
behind Bolkon Abbo, while our army under the Ras was 
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fwimming ?hat dangerous river, and moft of us palling rile 
nigh?, naked, without tents, provifion, or powder. Nor did 
he ever think of prefenting himfelf till we had warmed 
otufelves by an eafy march in a fine day, when we were 
every v iy his fuperiors, and Kefla Yafous in his rear. From 
all rh efe fpecial marks of the favour of an over ruling Pro¬ 
vidence, I do believe ftedfaftly that God will not leave his 
work half finiftied. “He it is who, governing the whole 
univerfe, has yet referved fpecially to himfelf the depart¬ 
ment of war; he it is who has ftiled himfelf the God of 
Battles.” The king was very much moved, and, as I con¬ 
ceived, perfuaded. He faid, “ O Yagoube, go but with me 
to Tigre, and I will do for you whatever you defire me.”— 
“ You do. Sir, faid I, whatever 1 defire you, and more. I have 
told you my reafons why that cannot be; let me ftay here 
a few months, and wait your return.” The king then ad- 
vifed me to live entirely at Kofcara with the Itcghe, with¬ 
out going out unlefs Fafil came to Gondar, and to fend 
him punctually word how I was treated. Upon this we 
parted with inexprellible reluctance. He was a king wor¬ 
thy to reign over a better people ; my heart was deeply pe¬ 
netrated with thofe marks of favour and condefcenfion 
which I had uniformly received from him ever fince I enter¬ 
ed his palace. 

On the 5th of June, while Powuflen, Adero, and the con- 
fpirators were waiting his pafifage through Beleffen, (that is 
to the S. W.) the king’s army marched towards Kolcam, 
over the mountain Debra Tzai towards Walkayt, and 
the low, hot provinces of Abyllinia which lie to the N. E. 
fo that the difiance between them increaled every day in 
the greatefi proportion pollible. 


The 
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The queen ordered her gates at Kofcam to be lhut. A 
little before the Ras mounted his mule, Ozoro Either and 
her fervants took refuge with her mother the Iteghe; Gon- 
dar was like a town which had been taken by an enemy; 
everyone that had arms in his hands did juft what he pleafed. 

♦ 

Two very remarkable things were faid to have happened 
the night before Michael left the city. He had always pre¬ 
tended, that, before he undertook an expedition, a perfon, 
or fpirit, appeared to him, who told him the ilTue and con- 
fequence of the meafures he was then taking; this he ima¬ 
gined to be St Michael the archangel, and he prefumed very 
much upon this intercourfe. In a council that night,-where 
none but friends were prefent, he had told them that his 
fpirit had appeared fome nights before, and ordered him, in 
his retreat, to furprife the mountain of Wechne, and either 
flay or carry with him to Tigre the princes fequeftered 
there. Nebrit Tecl'a, governor of Axum, with his two fons, 
(all concerned in the late Ring’s murder) were, it is faid, 
ftrong advifers .of this meafure ; but Ras Michael, (probably 
fatiared with royal hlood already) Kefla Yafous, and all the 
more worthy men of any confequence, acting on principle, 
abfolutely refufed to content to it. It was upon this the 
pafiagc by Beleflen was fubftituted inftead of the attempt on 
Wechne, and it was determined to conceal it. 

The next advice which, the Ras faid, this devil, or angel, 
gave him, was, that they fhould fet fire to the town of Gon- 
dar, and burn it to the ground, otherwise his good fortune 
was to leave him there for ever; and for this there was a 
great number of advocates, Michael feeming to lean that 
way himfclf. But, when it was reported to the king, that 
i young 
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young prince put a direft negative upon it, by declaring 
that he would rather flay in Gondar, and fall by the hands 
of his enemies, than either conquer them, or efcape from 
them, by the commiffion of fo enormous a crime. When 
this was publicly known, it procured the king univerfal 
good-will, as was experienced afterwards, when he and Mi¬ 
chael were finally defeated, and taken prifoners, upon their 
march in return to Gondar. 

The army advanced rapidly towards Walkayt. Being 
near the Tacazze, they turned fhort upon Mai-Lumi, (the 
River of Limes) the governor of which, as I have already 
faid, in our journey from Mafuah, detained us feveral days 
at Addergey with a view to rob us, upon a report prevailing 
that Ras Michael was defeated at Fagitta. This thief the 
king furprifed and made prifoner, fet fire to his houfe after 
having plundered it, and carried him as hoftage to Tigre, for 
the payment of a fum which he laid upon every village to 
Cave them from being fet on fire.. 

Being now fafely arrived on the banks of the Tacazze, 
the firft province beyond which is that of Sire, Michael fenr 
before him Ayto Tesfos the governor, a man exceedingly be¬ 
loved, to aflemble all fort of afliftance for palling the river. 
Every one flocked to the ftream with the utmoil alacrity; 
the water was deep, and the baggage wet in crofling, but the 
bottom was good and hard; they paffcd both expeditioufly 
and fafely, and were received in Sire, and: then in Tigre, with 
every demonftration of joy. 

Michael, now arrived in his government; fet himfelf fe- 
rioufly to unite every part under his own jurifdidlion. It was 
now the rainy feafonthere was no poflibility of taking the. 
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field, and a rebellion prevailed in two different dift riels of his 
province. The fons of Kafmati Woldo, whofe father Ras Mi¬ 
chael put to death, had declared for themfelves, in their pa¬ 
ternal government of Enderta, and Netcho who married Ras 
Michael’s daughter, had taken proffelfion of the mountain 
Aromata, commonly called Haramat, an ancient ftrong-hold 
of his father’s, of which Michael had made himfelf mailer, 
while yet a young man, after befieging it fifteen years. Netcho 
had alfo united himfelf with ZaMenfusKedus,aman of great 
property in that and the neighbouring country. Enderta is a 
flat, fertile territory, in the very fouth-eaft of Abyffinia, de¬ 
pending on Tigre, and the mountain Aromata is fituated near 
the middle of that province; before taking the field, Michael 
had direfled the twoWoldos to be affaffinated during afeaftat 
Enderta, and theirpartydifperfed of itfelfiwithou t farther effort. 

The mountain fhewed a better countenance, and fcemed 
to promife employment for a long time; it was garrifoned 
by old and veteran troops who had ferved under Ras Mi¬ 
chael. Netcho was the fon of his hereditary enemy, ancient¬ 
ly governor of that mountain, whom he had reconciled by 
giving him his daughter in marriage ; notwithflanding 
which he had now rebelled, juft as the Ras marched to 
Maitfha againft Fafil, by the perfuafion of Gufho and Powuf- 
fen, purpofely that he might form a diverfion in Tigre, and 
for this reafon he had little hopes of mercy, if ever he fell 
into the hands of Ras Michael. 1 had feen him often, 
and knew him; he was a tall, thin, dull man, of a foft tem¬ 
per, and eafily impofed upon. Za Menfus, the other chief 
in the mountain, was a very adtive, refolute'cnterprifing 
man, of whom Michael was afraid. He had a large pro¬ 
perty all around the mountain ; had been put in irons by 
Michael, and had efcapcd; befides, on his return to Tigre, he 
3 had 
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had fl&nthe father of GuebraMafcal, Michael’s nephew 
by marriage, who was commander in chief of all the muf- 
quetry Michaelhad brought from TAgre, fo that he feared 
nothing fo much as falling into Ras Michael’s hands. 

Ras Michael faw the danger of leaving an enemy fo 
prepared and fo fituated behind him; he therefore, before 
the rainy feafon was yet fmiihed, ordered the whole moun¬ 
tain to be furrounded with barracks, or huts, for his foh 
diers; he alfo ereded three houfes for himfelf, the principal 
officers, and the king. The country people were called in 
to plow and fow the ground in the neighbourhood, fo 
that his intention was plainly never to rile from thence till 
he had reduced the mountain of Aromata for the fecond 
time, after having once before fucceeded in taking it* after 
fifteen years fiege, from Netcho’s father. There We fhall 
leave him at thi» fiege, and return to Gondar. , . ‘ 

It was on the loth of June that Gufho and Powuilen 
entered Gondar, and next day, the nth, waited upon the 
queen ; they both befeeched her to return from Kofcam to 
the capital, and take into her hands the reins of government 
for the interim: this ihe pofitively refuted,- unlefr peace 
was firft made with Fafil. She fkid, that Fafil was the only 
perfon who had endeavoured to avenge his matter Joas’s 
death; that he had continued till that day in arms in that 
quarrel; and, notwithftanding all the offers that could be 
made her, Ihe never would come to Gondar, nor take 
any part in public bufinefs, without diis condition. Fafil, 
moreover, informed her by a meffeuger, that there was no 
truft to be put either in Gulho or Powuilen; that they had 
failed in their engagement of following and fighting Ris 
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MiehaeL’iil MaftfiiVaad haripurpofely thud at home till a 
fopoHor Uriny flionld Ml upon him fingly/abd ravage his 
: That they had broken their word 4 Second tine by 
entering into Gondar without him* whereas the agree¬ 
ment was, that they all three Should have done this at once, 
to fe«le the Sana -of govoraaKnat by their joint delibera¬ 
tion; * Many days palled in theft negoedwtaons; Fafil always 
pettatifing to come upon font condfekmor other, but oettc 

keeping his word, or Storing from Burf. 

> , i \ 

On ehe ttcah, the queen’s ftrvants, who had gene to -offer 
terms of Wcbnd2iation to Fafil the part of Guflio and 
Fowoflen, Mtufned to their homos. The ftmt day he or¬ 
dered ft to fee proclaimed is*-the marfc«ft-pla«e. That Ay to 
Tesfos ftooM fee ^governor o(f Sanson, and that whoever 
Hamid rob oa that or commit any viokwce,ihoUld fufi- 

* for death.* This was an oft of powd*, purpofely intended 
to affront PoWUfleft and Gufllo, and feemcd to be opening 
a‘ rbad fbr ago r r e ^ Oi ideilce WithRas Michael; but, above 
0% ft ihdwedotmt^tnpt for their party and their caufe, and 
that he tthfilmd hirownas very diftinft from theirs; for 
Yhrfbrf’ hod taken arms in the late king's lifetime, at the 
fonte'th&e, and upon the fame principles and provocation,, 
as Fafil, and had never laid down his arms, or made peace* 
with has Michael, but kept his government in defiance o£ 
htm. 1 

in > * 


“ ‘ On the 44 th, for fear of ‘giving umbrage, T waited upon 
'CMho and POWuflVn at Goridar. 1 law them in the lame 
voom* where has Michael ufed to fit. They were both ly- 
Ott^ the’door * playing at draught*,- with the figure of a 
it-tabftdraw*with chalk upon the carpet; they of¬ 
fered 
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fared no other civility or frlumdon* hut, (halting me each by 
the hand, they played on,without lifting their heads, or look* 

ing me in the free* * , 

1 

Gusho began by afring me, “ Would it not have been 
better if you had gone with me to Amhara, as I defired you, 
frhen I faw you la& at Gondar ? you would have frved your- 
fclf a great deal qf fatigue and trouble in that dangerous 
inarch through Maitfoa,” To this l anfwered, “<Jt is hard 
for me, who am a ftranger, to know what is bett to be done 
in fueh a country as this. I was, as yon may have heard, 
the king’s gueft, and was favoured by him; it was my duty 
therefore to attend him, efpecialiy when he deiired it; and 
fuch i am informed has always been the cuftom of the coun¬ 
try; hefides, Ras Michael laid his commands upon me.” On 
this, fays Powuffisn, Shaking his head, -* You fee he cannot 
forget Michael and.lthe Jigre yet .”—* Very naturally, added 
Gufho, they were good to him; he was a great man in their 
time; they gave him cpnfiderable fuxm of money, and he 
fpent it all among his own foidiers, the king’s guard, which 
they had given him to command after the Armenian* Ya- 
goube taught him and his brother .George to rideonhorfe- 
back like the Franks, and play tack* with guns and p&fs 
<on horfeback; foHy, ail of it to be fure, but I never heard 
he meddled in affairs, or that he fpoke ill of any on*, much 
lefs did any harm, like tliofe rafeals the Greeks when they 
were in favour in Joas's time, for it was not, their fruit they 
did not direct every thing.”—**1 hope firmer did* frid I; fure 
I am I never fo intended, nor had I any provocation. 1 have 
received much good ufege from every one; and the honour, 
if 1 do sot forget, of/a great many profeiDons and affurances 
of friendship from you, faid I, turning to Gu&a He hfc 
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tatcd aiktle,and then added very fupercilioully, “ Aye, aye;. 
we were, as I think, always friends.”— w You have had, fays 
Powuflen, a devilifli many hungry bellies fince we leftGon- 
dar.’V~“ You will excufe me, Sir, replied ’ I, as to that ar¬ 
ticle ; I at no time ever found' any difference whether you 
was in Gondar or not.”—“ There, fays Gufho, by St Deme*- 
trius, there is a truth for you, and yott>d®ri*t often hear that 
in Begemder. May -1 fttfl'er death if ever you gave a jar Of 
honey to-any white mahinyour life.’*-—“But.I, fays Powuf- 
fen, fitting upright on the floor,, and leaving-off play, will 
give you, Yagoube, a prefen t- better than Gufhb’s paultry 
jars of honey.- I have brought with me,- addrefling himfelf 
tome, your double-barrelled gun,- and yourfword, which 
I took from that fon of a wh—e Guebra Mehedin r by St Mi¬ 
chael,. continued Powufien, if I had got hold of that infidel 
I would have hanged him upon the firit tree hi- the way for 
daring to fay that he was one-ofmy army when he* com¬ 
mitted that unmanly robbery upon your peoples The lie* 
ghd, your ^friend, would yefterday-have given me ten loads 
of wheat for. your gun, for flie believes I am to carry it back 
to Begemder again, and do not mean -to give it you, but 
cOme to roy tent to-morrow and you fhall have it.” I very 
well underftood his meaning, and that he wanted a prefent;; 
but was happy to recover ray gun at any rate.. 

I’ A-fcOfli to get away as what had'palled did not pleafe 
me; for before the Icing’s retreat to Tigr£, Gufho had-fat in 
my pfcefen^e uncovered to the waift, in token of humility, 
and many a cow, mapy a fhcep, and jar of honey he had 
fent but my importance was now gone.with the king; 
Lwas fallen! and they were refolved, I faw, to make me fenli- 
W dir#,' Ltold the queen, on my return, what had paffedi 
' . They 
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They are both brutes, faid the ; but Guflio Ihould have 
known better. 

The next morning, being the 25th, about eight o’clock 
I went to JPowufTen’s tent. His camp was on the Kahha, 
near the church o£' Ledata^ or the Nativity. • After waiting 
near,an hour, 1 was admitted ; two women fat by him, nei¬ 
ther tfrandfome nor. cleanly drefled; and he returned me 
my gun and fword, which was followed by a fmall prefent> 
on my part. This, fays he, turning to the women, is a man 
whoknows every thing that is to come; who is to die, and 
who is to live.;, who is to go to the devil, and who not ; 
who loves*her hufband, and who cuckolds him.”—•“ Tell me 
then, Yagoube, fays one of the women, will Tecla Haima- 
nout and Michael ever come to Gondar again ?”—“ 1 do not* 
know who you mean, Madam, faid I; is it the king and the 
Ras you mean ?”—“ Call him the King, fays the other wo¬ 
man in half a whifper; he loves the king.”—“ Weil, aye,. 
come, let it be the king then, fays fhe; will the King and 
Ras Michael ever come to Gondar?”—“Surely, faid I, the 
king is king, and will go to any part of his dominions he 
pleafes,and when he pleales; do) on not hear he is already on 
his way “ Aye, aye, by G~t}, lays J’owuflen, no fear he’lly 
come with a vengeance* therefore I think.it is high time that 
I.was in Begemder.’* He then flirugged up his Ihoulders* 
and. rofe, upon which I took my leave. He had kept mo 
{landing all the time; and when I came to Kofcam 1 made 
my report as ufual to the Iteghd, who laughed very hearti¬ 
ly, though the king's arrival, which was prophecied, was 
likely to be a very icriuus uliair to her. 


, T&AT* ' : 



486 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

T&AT very day, in the evening, came a fervant from 
Has Michael, with taunts and fevere threats to the queen, 
to Powuffen, and Guiho; he faid he was very quickly bring¬ 
ing the king bade to Gondar, and being now old, intended 
to pafs the reft of his life in Tigre; he, therefore, hoped 
they would await the king’s coming to Gondar, and chufe 
a Ras for his fucceflbr from among themfelves, as he un- 
derftood they were all friends, and would eafily agree,, efpe- 
eiaily as it was to oblige him. 

On the 37th, Guiho and Powuffen waited upon the queen 
to take their leave* They declared it was not their inten¬ 
tion to ftay at Gondar, merely to be alternately the fubje& 
of merriment and fcoffing to Michael and to Fafil, and up¬ 
on this they immediately fet out on their way home, with¬ 
out drum or trumpet, or any parade whatever. 

, Immediately after, arrived another fertant from Fafil to 
the queen, defiring that Powuften and Guiho might halt at 
Emfras, adding, that he had juft then begun his march 
from Bure, and would be at Gondar in a few days. Guiho 
and Powufien did accordingly halt there, and were detain¬ 
ed for the fpace ,«f fix weeks, amjafed by falfe pretences 
and meffages, in very uncomfortable quarters, till their ar¬ 
mies difbanded,rhe foldiers, from hunger and conftant rains, 
deferted their leaders, and went every man to his home. 


In the beginning erf Auguft the queen came to Gondar, 
and fat on the throne ail day. She had not been there thefe 
three yeirs, and I fincerely wiftied ihe had not gone then. 
It was in meditation that day to chufe a new king; ihe was 
present at that deliberation, and her intention was known 

4 to 
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to place a fon of Aylo, Joas’s brother, a mere infant, upon 
the throne. <£&!! thofe that were in fear of Michael, and k 
was very general at that time, cried out again# an infant 
king at fuch a critical period; but, old as that princefs was,, 
the defire of reigning had again returned. 

Upon the return of the Iteghe that night to Kofcanr, Sat* 
nuda held a council of the principal officers that had re¬ 
mained at Gondar, and fixed upon one Welleta Girgis, a 
young man of about 24 years of age, who had, indeed, been 
reputed Yafous’s foe, imt his low life and manners had 
procured him fafety and liberty by the contempt they had 
xaifed in Ras Michael. His mother, indeed, was of a noble 
origin, but fa reduced in fortune as to have been obliged ta 
gain her livelihood by carrying jars of water for hire. The- 
mother fwore this fon was begot by Yafous, and as that prince 
was known not to have been very nice in his choice of mif- 
treflies, or limited in their number, k was, perhaps, as likely 
to be true as not, that Welleta Girgis was his fon. He took 
the name of Socinios. On the morning after, the new 
king came to Kofcam, attended by Sanuda and his 
party, with guards, and all the enfigns of royalty. He 
threw himfelf at the Iteghe’s feet, and begged her forgiven - 
nefs if he had vindicated the rights of his birth, without 
her leave or participation; he declared his refolution to 
govern entirely by her advice, and begged her to grant his 
requell and come to Gondar, and again take pofiefiion of 
her place as Iteghe,or regent of the kingdom. 

It was about the 10th of Auguft that an accident happen¬ 
ed, which it was generally thought \vould have determined 
fafil to come to Gondar. A- common woman, wife of a 

Galla 
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GallkaxTchelga, a town upon the frontiers of Sennaar, being 
&C variance with her hu£band,upbraided him |fl|fch being the 
perfon that,* with his own hand, had allaflmated ,the late 
king Joas, This Galla was immediately feized and fent to 
Gondar, and was examined before the queen, where I was 
prefent. He, with very little heiitation, declared, That, on a 
night immediately after the battle of Azazo, he was fent for 
■w Ras Michael, who gave him fome money and large pro- 
JSnil'es,on condition that he would undertake to murder the 
king that night. The perfons prefent were Laeca Nctcho, 
and his two fons, Nebrit Tecla and his two fons, Shalaka 
Becro relation to the prefent king, and Woldo Hawaryat a 
monk of Tigre. The prifoner faid, he was afraid, if he fhould 
refufe, they would murder him for the fake of fecrecy. He 
further faid, that they bad given him fpirits to drink till he 
was intoxicated, and then delivered to him the keys of the 
apartments where Joas was confined, and they all went with 
him to*the : palace; they found the unfortunate king alone, 
walking in his apartment, very peniive, and, though at the 
late hour of twelve at night, dreiled in his ufual habit. Two 
of Laeca Netcho’s fons attempted to put a cord round his 
•iteck, but the king, being young and ftrong, lhewed a difpo- 
'fibon, to defend himfelf, and wrclled the cord out of the 
-murderers hands; upon which Zor Woldo (the name of 
the Galla) ftruck him a -violent blow with a bludgeon on 
the head, which felled him to the ground: The others 
then, with a ihort cord, ftrangled him, the monk, Woldo 
Hawaryat, crying, difpatch him quickly ; after this they 
carried the body to the neighbouring church of St Raphael, 
•where a grave, or rather hole, was ready, into which they 
-threw it with the clothes juft as he was. T^e prifoner faid, 
“That,, when they were carrying the king’s bod3’ out of the 
? palace 
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palace into the church-yard, over a breach in the church¬ 
yard wall, they were challenged by a perfon, who alked 
them what they were about? to which they replied, Bury¬ 
ing a ftranger who died that day of a peftilential fever. 

Immediately upon this confeflion, the Galla was carried 
out and hanged upon the daroo-tree before the king’s gate. 
Many condemned this bally execution, but many likewife 
thought it prudent; for he had already named a great part 
of the people about the queen as accelTary to the death of 
her fon. 

I have faid his name was Zor Woldo; he was of the race 
of Galla, called Toluma, on the borders of Amhara; he had 
been formerly a fervant toKafmati Becro ; wasef fmallfta- 
turc, thin and lightly made; his complexion a yellowifh 
black, and lingularly ill-favoured. When under the tree, 
he acknowledged the murder of the king with abfolute in¬ 
difference; nor did he defire any favour, or fhew any fear 
of death. Zor Woldo’s examination and declaration were 
fent immediately to Fafil, who, as ufual, promifed to come to 
Gondar quickly. The body of Joas was railed alfo, and laid 
in the church (in his clothes, jull as he was dug up) upon 
a little llraw; his features were cafily dillinguilhable, but 
fome animal had ate part of his check. 

The day after, I went from Kofcam to Gondar without 
•acquainting the Iteghe, and took a Greek called Petros with 
me; he had been chamberlain to Joas. We went about 
eleven o’clock in the forenoon to the church of St Raphael, 
expefting to have feen many as curious as ourfelvcs, but, 
by reafon of the atrocioufnefs of the aft, now for the firft 
Vol. IH. 3 time 
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time known to be true, and the fear of Ras Michael threat¬ 
ening Gondar every day, not a living foul was there but a 
monk belonging to the church itfelf, who kept the key. 
It was thought criminal to know what it was apparent 
Michael had wifhed to conceal. Petros no fooner faw his 
mailer’s face than, faying, It is he ! he ran off with all the 
fpecd poflible: for my part, I was Ihocked at the indecent 
manner in which the body was expofed; it affedled me 
more than the murder itfelf, for it appeared as if it had 
been thrown down upon the ground, the head, arms, and 
legs lying in all forts of directions, and great part of his 
haunch and thigh bare. I defired the monk to lock the 
door, and-come along with me to Petros’s houfe. Petros was 
a merchant who fold carpets, and fuch fort of goods ufed 
in the country, which he brought from Cairo. It was full 
an hour before we could make him behave fcnfibly, or de¬ 
liver me a fmall Perfian carpet, fuch as Mahometans ufe to 
pray upon, that is about feven feet long and foui> feet 
broad, and a web of coarfe mullin, which I bought of him. 
I told the priell (for Petros abfolutcly refufed to return to 
rhe church) how to lay the body decently upon the carper, 
and to cover his face and every part with the mullin cloth, 
which might be lifted when any body came to fee the 
corpfe. 

4 

The priell received the carpet with great marks of fatif- 
fadlion, and told me it was he who had challenged the 
murderers when carrying the body over the wall; that he 
knew them well, and fuTpcdlcd they had been about fame 
mifehief; and, upon hearing the king was milling the next 
day, he was firmly convinced it was his body that had been 
buried. Upon going alfo to the place early in the morn- 
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ing, he had found one of the king’s toes, and part of his 
foot, not quite covered with earth, from the halle the mur¬ 
derers were in when they buried him; thefe he had put pro¬ 
perly out of light, and conllantly ever after, as he laid, had 
watched the place in order to hinder the grave from being 
difturbed, or any other perfon being buried there. 

About the beginning of October, Guebra Selaffe, a fer- 
vant of the king and one of the porters in the palace, came 
on a meffage to the queen. It was a laconic one, but very 
eafily underitood.—“ Bury your boy, now you have got him; 
or, when I come, I will bury him, and fome of his relations 
with him.” Joas, upon this, was privately buried. As this 
Selaffe was a favourite of mine, who took care of my fhoes 
when I pulled them off to go into the audience-room, I 
waited impatiently for this meffengcr’s coming to my apart¬ 
ment, which he did late in the evening. I was alone, and 
he advanced fo foftly that I did not at firll hear or know 
him ; but, when the door was lliut, he began to give two or 
three capers ; and, pulling out a very large horn, “ Drink ! 
drink! G—d d—n! repeating this two or three times, and 
brandilhing his liorn over his head. Selaffe, faid I, have you 
loll your fenfes, or arc you drunk ? you ufed to be a fober 
man.”—“ And fo 1 am yet, lays he, I have not tailed a mor- 
fel iince noon; and, being tired of running about on my 
affairs, 1 am now come to you for my fupper, as l am fure 
you’ll not poifon me for my mailer’s fake, nor for my own 
cither, and I have now enemies enough in Gondar.”—“ I 
then alked, How is the king ?’’—•“ Did not you hear, faid he— 
Drink!—the king told me to fay this to you that you might 
know me to be a true meffengcr.” And an Irilh fervant 
of mine, opening the door in the inftant, thinking it was 

3 Qj 2 1 that 
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I that called drink! Selaffe adroitly continued, w He knows 
you are curious in horns, and Tent you this, defiring me firft 
to get it filled at the Iteghd’s with good red wine, which 
l have done; and now, Hallo! Drink! Englilhman!” He 
then added in a whifper, when the fervant had ftiut the 
door, “ I’ll tell it you all after fupper, when the houfe is quiet, 
for I fleep here all night, and go to Tigre to-morrow morn- 
mg. 

The time being come, he informed me Ras Michael and 
Fafil had made peace; Wclleta Michael, the Ras’s nephew, 
taken by fafil at the battle of Limjour, had been the medi¬ 
ator ; that the king and Michael, by their wife behaviour, 
had reconciled Tigre as one man, and that the Ras had 
ifiued a proclamation, remitting to the province of Tigre 
their whole taxes from the day they palled the Tacazze tiH 
that time next year, in confideration of their fidelity and 
fervices ; and this had been folemnly proclaimed in fcveral 
places by beat of drum. The Ras declared, at the fame 
time, that he would, out of his own private fortune, with¬ 
out other aflillance, bear the expcnce of the campaign till 
he feated the king on his throne in Gondar. A kind of 
madnefs, he faid, had feized all ranks of people to follow 
their fovereign to the capital; that the mountain Haramat 
Hill held out; but that all the principal’ friends, both of Za 
Menfus and Netcho, had been up with-the governors of that 
fortrefs offering terms of peace and forgivennefs, and de¬ 
firing they would not be an obftacle in the king’s way, and 
a hinderanee to his return, but that all terms had been as 
yet refufed; however, fays he, you know the Ras as well as 
I, he will play them a trick fome of thefe days, winking 
with his eye, and then crying out, Drink! 
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I asked him if any notice had been taken of the carpet 
I had procured to cover the body of Joas, and hoped it had 
given no umbrage. He faid, “ No; none at all; on the con* 
travy, the king had faid twenty kind things upon it; that 
he was prefent alfo when a prieft told it to Ras Michael* 
who only obferved, Yagoube, who is a ftranger in this coun¬ 
try, is Iliocked to fee a man taken out of his grave, and 
thrown like a dog upon the bare floor. This was all Mi¬ 
chael faid, and lie never mentioned a word on the fubjetft 
afterwards nor did he, or the king, ever fpeak of it to me 
upon their return to Gondar.. 

The Iteghe, too, had much commended me, fo did all 
the nobility, more than the thing delerved ; for l'urely com¬ 
mon humanity dictated thus much, and the fear of Michael, 
which l had not, was the only caufc that fo proper an ac¬ 
tion was left in a ftranger’s power, fven Ozoro Efther, 
enemy to Joas on account of the death of her hufband Ma¬ 
riam Barea, after I had attended her one Sunday from church 
to the houfe of the Iteghe, and -when flie was fet down at 
the head of a circle of all thole that were of diftineftion at 
the court, called out aloud to me, as I was palling behind^ 
and pointing to one of the moll honourable feats in the 
room, faid, Sit down there, Yagoube; God has exalted you 
above all in this country, when he has put it in your power, 
though but a ftranger, to confer charity upon the king of 
it. All was now acclamation, cfpecially from the ladies; 
and, I believe, I may fafely fay, I had never in my life been 
a favourite of fo-many at one time. 

1 dispatched Guebra Selafle with a meflage to the king,, 
that I was refolved now to try once more a* journey to the- 

hcadj 
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head of the Nile; that I thought I fliould have time to be 
there, and return to Gondar, before the Tacazze was ford¬ 
able, foon after which I expelled he would crofs it, and that 
nothing but want of health would prevent me from join¬ 
ing, him in Belellen, or fooner, if any opportunity fliould 
offer. 

Before I took my laft refolutions I waited upon the 
queen. She was exceedingly averfe to the attempt; flie 
bade me remember what the laft trial had coll me; and beg¬ 
ged me to defer any further thoughts of it till Fafd arrived 
in Gondar; that Ihe would then deliver me into his hands, 
and procure from him fure guides, together with a fafe con¬ 
duct. She bad me beware alfo of troops of Pagan Galla 
which were paffmg and repaffing to and from his army, 
who, if they fell in with me, would murder me without 
mercy. She added, that the priefts of Gojam and Damot 
were mortal enemies to all men of my colour, and, with a 
word, would raife the peafants againft me. This was all 
true; but then many reafons, which I had weighed well, con¬ 
curred to fliew that this opportunity, dangerous as it was, 
might be the only time in which my enterprife could be 
practicable ; for I was confident a fpeedy rupture between 
Fafil and Michael would follow upon the king’s return to 
Gondar. I determined therefore to fet out immediately 
without farther lofs of time. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Second foumey to difcovcr the Source of the Nile—Favourable Turn of 
the Kings Affairs in Tigris—We fall in with Faftis Army at Bamba. 

T HOUGH the queen ftiewed very great diflike to my at¬ 
tempting this journey at fuch a time, yet Ihe did not 
pofitively command the contrary; I was prepared, therefore, 
to leave Gondar the 27th of OtSlober 1770, and thought to 
get a few miles clear of the town, and then make a long 
ftretch the next day. I had received my quadrant, time¬ 
keeper, and telcfcopes from the ifland of Mitraha, where I 
had placed them after the affair of Guebra Mehedin, and 
had now put them in the very belt order. 

But, about twelve o’clock, I was told a meffage from Ras 
Michael had arrived with great news from Tigre. I went 
immediately to Kofcam as fall as I could gallop, and found 
there Guebra Ch rift os, a man ufed to bring the jars of bou- 
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za to Ras Michael at his dinner and fupper: low men are al¬ 
ways employed on fucli errands, that they may not, from 
their confequence excite a defire of vengeance. The mef- 
fage that he brought was to order bread and beer to be rea¬ 
dy for 30,000 men who were coming with the king, as he 
had juft decamped from before the mountain Haramar, 
which he had taken, and put Za Menfus to the fword, 
with every man that was in it: this meflagc {truck the 
queen with fuch a terror that {he was not vifible the whole 
day. 

After alking the meflenger if he had any word from 
the king to me, he faid, “ Very littlethat the king had 
called him to tell me he {hould foon begin his march by 
Beleffen; and that he would fend for me to meet him when 
he {hould arrive at Mariam-Ohha; he told me befides, that 
the king had got a ftone for me with writing upon it of 
old times, which he was bringing to me ; that it had been 
dug up at Axum, and was (landing at the foot of his bed, 
but that he did not order him to tell me this, and had only 
learned it from the fervants. My curiofity was very much 
raifed to know what this ftone could be, but I foon (aw it 
was in vain to endeavour to learn any thing from Guebra 
Chriftos ; he anfwered in the affirmative to every inquiry : 
when I alked if it was blue, it was blue; and if black, it was 
black ; it was round, and fquare, and oblong, juft as I put 
my qucltion to him: all he knew about it at laft, he faid, was, 
that it cured all fort of jickncfs ; and, if a man ufed it pro¬ 
perly, it made him invulnerable and immortal: he did nor, 
however, pretend to warrant this himfelf, but fworc he had 
the account from a prieft of Axum who knew it. I was 
perfectly fatisfied all further inquiry was uniicceflary ; lie 
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had got a very plentiful portion of bouza from his friends, 
and was, I faw, fail engaged in the purfuit of more, fo I gave 
him a fmall prefent for his good news, and took my leave, 
my mind being full of reflections upon the king’s goodnefs, 
who, after fuch an abfence, and in fo critical a fituation as he 
then was, ftill remembered the trifling purfuits in which he 
had feen me often engaged. 

In the afternoon I received a meffage from Ozoro Either, 
as brought to her by a iervant of Ras Michael. It feems 
the giving up the king’s revenue due from Tigre, and 
all fort of taxes upon the inhabitants, had interefted the 
whole province lb ftrongly, that all of them, as one man, 
endeavoured to remove the obftacle which flood in the way 
of the king’s return: Michael* moreover, offered peace and 
pardon to the rebels, certain compenfations, and an amnefty 
of all that was paft. All the friends, both of Netcho and Za 
Menfus, and the other leaders upon the mountain, endea¬ 
voured to perfuade them to accept the terms offered, whilll 
all the priefts and hermits, eminent for fan&ity, became as 
mediators between them and Ras Michael: this intercourfe, 
though it had no effeCt upon Za Menfus, had feduccd Net¬ 
cho, and opened a large field for treachery. 

In the midfl: of this treaty, Kefla Yafous, with a detach¬ 
ment of chofen men, in a very ftormy night, was appointed 
to afeend up a private path to that part of the mountain 
where Netcho kept the principal guard, and being admitted, 
found the garrifon moflly afleep; he furprifed and obliged 
them to furrender, with very little bloodflied; Za Menfus was 
taken prifoner, and, while Kefla Yafous conducted him to the 
camp, was pact by Gucbra Malcal, who tjiruft him through 
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with a lance, as a retaliation for his father’s death. Netcho 
and the reft of the garrifon being pardoned, all joined Ras 
Michael’s army. I looked upon thefe news as a good omen, 
and experienced a degree of confidence and compofure of 
mind to which I fora long time had been a ftranger. 1 flept 
found that night, and it was not till half after nine in. the . 
morning that i was ready for my journey. . 

• In the evening before, I had endeavoured to engage my 
old companion Strates to accompany me on this attempt as 
he had done on the former; but the recollection of part dan¬ 
gers and fufferings was not yet banilhed from his mind-; 
and upon my alking-him to go and fee the lread of this 
famous river, he coarfely, according to his ftile, anfwered. 
Might the devil fetch him if ever he fought either his head'* 
or Ins tail again. . 

It was on the 28th of OCtober, at half paft nine in the 
morning, that we left Gondar, and palled the river Kahha 
at the foot of the town; our route was W. S. W. the road a 
little rugged upon the fide of a hill, but the day was fair, 
with funlhine; and a dmall breeze, from the north had 
rifen with the fun, and made the temperature of the air per¬ 
fectly agreeable. We left the church of .Ledeta about a 
mile on the right, and palled by feveral poor villages called 
Abba Samuel; thence we came to the fmall river Shimfa, 
then to the Dumaza, fomething larger. Upon the banks of 
this river, very pleafantly fituated,is Azazo, a counrry-houfe 
built by the late king Yafous, who often retired here to re¬ 
lax himfelf with his friends. It is furrounded, I may fay 
covered, with orange-trees, fo as to be fcarcely fecn; the 
trees are grown, very large and high; they,are planted 
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without order, the only benefit expe&ed from them being 
the fhade. At fome fmall diftance is the village Azazo, ori¬ 
ginally built for the accommodation of the king’s fervants 
while he refided there, but now chiefly occupied by monks 
belonging to the large church of Tecla Haimanout, which 
is on a little hill adjoining. Azazo, though little, is one 
of the moft chearful and pleafant villages in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Gondar. 1 he lemon-tree feems to thrive bettei 
and grow higher than the orange ; but the houfe itJelf 
is going fall to ruin, as the kings of this country have 
a fixed averfion to houfes built by their predeceflors. 

The Dumaza is a very clear and pleafant ftream, Tun¬ 
ing briiklv over a fmall bed of pebbles : both this river and 
the Shimfa come from Woggora on the N. W. they pafs the 
hill of Kofcam, called Debra Tzai, join below Azazo, and, 
traverfing the flat country of Dembea,they meet the Angrab, 
which pafles by Gondar, and with it fall into the Tacazze, 
or Atbara. 

At noon we pafled a fmall rivulet called Azzargiha, and, 
footi after, the Chergue, where there began a moft violent 
ftonn of rain, which forced us, much agatnft our will, into 
the village, one of the moft milerablc I ever entered ; it con- 
filled of fmall hovels built with branches of trees, and co¬ 
vered with thatch of draw. Thcfe rains that fall in the lat¬ 
ter feafon are what the natives very much depend upon, 
and without which they could not fow the latter crops; 
for, though it rains violently every day from May to the 
beginning of September, by the end of Ovftober tlic 
ground is fo burnt that the country would be unfit for 
culture. 3 R 2 
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Oor quarters here were fo bad that we were impatient 
to depart, but came to a water juft below Chergud, which 
quickly made us wi£h ourfelves back in the village ; this 
is a torrent that has no fprings in the hills, but only great 
bafons, or refervoirs, of ft one ; and, though it is dry all the 
year elfe, yet, upon a hidden, violent ihower, as this was, it 
{wells in an inftant, fo that it is impaflablefor man or horfc 
by any device whatever. This violence is of (hort duration; 
we waited above half an hour, and then the peafants (hewed 
us a place, fome hundred yards above, where it was (hallow- 
er; but even here we pafled with the utmoft difficulty, (Tom 
the impetuofity of the ftream, after getting all poflible affift- 
ance from four people of the village ; hut we flood veiy 
much in need of fome check to our impatience, fo eager 
were we to get forward and finifti our journey before fome 
revolution happened. 

We had not many minutes been delivered from this 
torrent, before we pafled two other rivers, the one larger* 
the other fmaller. All thefe rivers come from the north- 
weft, and have their fources in the mountains a few miles 
above, towards Woggora, from which, after a Ihort courfc 
on the fide of the hills, they enter the low, flat country 
of Dcmbea, and are fwallowed up in the Tzana. 

We continued along the fide of the hill in a country very 
thinly inhabited; for, it being dirc&ly in the march of 
the army, the peafants naturally avoided it, or were 
driven from it. Our road was conftantly interfered by 
rivers, which abound, in the fame fpace, more than in any 
other country in the world. We then came to the river 
Derma, the largeft and aioft t rapid we had yet met with. 

and 
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and foon after a fmaller, called Ghclghcl Derma. In the 
afternoon, at a quarter paft three, we paffed another river, 
called Gavi-Corra; thefe, like the others, all point as radii 
to rhe center of the lake, in which they empty themfelves. 
A little before four o’clock we encamped on the fide of the 
river Kemona. Upon the hill, on the other fide of the river. 
Hands the village of that name; it was full of cattle, very 
few of which we had feen during the fore-part of the jour¬ 
ney ; we had all that day travelled fix hours and a quarter, 
which we computed not to exceed 14 miles : the reafon of 
this flownefs was the weight of my quadrant, which, though 
divided into two, required four men to carry it, tied upon 
bamboo, as upon two chair-poles. The time-keeper and 
two telefcopes employed two men more. We pitched our 
tent on the fide of the river, oppofite to the village, and there 
pafifed the night. 

On the 29th of October, at feven in the morning, we left 
our Ration, the river Kemona; our direction was W. S. W. 
after, about an hour, we came to a church called Abba 
Abraham, and a village that goes by the fame name; it is 
immediately upon the road on the left hand. At the difiance 
of about a mile are ten or twelve villages, all belonging to- 
the Abuna, and called Gliendi, where many of his predeccf- 
fors have been buried. The low, hot, unwholefome, woody 
part of the Abylfinian Kolia, and the feverilh, barren pro¬ 
vince of Walkayt, lay at the diftance of about fourteen or 
fixieen miles on our right. We had been hitherto amend¬ 
ing a gentle riling-ground in a very indifferent country, 
the fides of the hill being Ikirted with little rugged wood, and 
full of fprings, which join as they run down to the low coun¬ 
try of Walkayt. Wc faw before us a fmall hill called Guarre, 

which 
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which is to the fouth-wcft. At half paft ten we refted un¬ 
der the before-mentioned hill; it Hands alone in the plain, 
in Chape like a fugar-lbaf, and feems almoft as regular as if 
it had been a work of art. At a quarter paft eleven we re¬ 
fumed our journey, our courfe always nearly weft fouth- 
weft; we palled the fmall village of Bowiha, at the diftance 
of about a mile; and, on the left, about fix miles, is Gorgora, 
a peninfula that runs into the lake Tzana for leveral miles. 

There was one of the firft and moft magnificent church¬ 
es and monafteries of the Portuguefe Jefuits, in the time of 
their million to convert this country: Socinios, then king, 
gave them the grounds, with money for the expencc; they 
built it with their own hands, and lined it elegantly with 
cedar. The king, who was a zealous Roman Catholic, chofe 
afterwards a counrry-houfe for himfelf there, and encou¬ 
raged them much by his preCents and by his charity ; it is 
one of the pleafanteft fituations in the world; the vaft cx- 
panfe of the lake is before von ; Dembea, Gojam, and Mait- 
iha, flat and rich countries all round, are in view; and the 
tops of the high hills of Begemder and Woggora clofe the 
profpeft. 

The lake here, I am told, has plenty of filh, which is 
more than can be faid for many of ihe other parts of it; 
the fifti are of two kinds, both of them feemingly a fpecies of 
what the Englilh call bream. I never could make them to 
agree with me, which I attribute to the drug with which 
they arc taken ; it is of the nature ofw/.v vomica , pounded in 
a morter, and thrown into ftreams, where they run into the 
lake; the filh, feeding there, are thus intoxicated and taken; 
however, it would admit of a doubt of this being the rca- 
2 foil, 
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fon, becalufe the queen and all the great people in Gondar 
eat them in Lent without any bad consequences. 

The great elevation of the peninfula of Gorgora makes 
it one of the healthieft, as well as beautiful parts of the 
country; for, out of this neck of land, at feveral (Hill-rent 
feafons of the year, the inhabitants of the flat country fuf- 
fier from malignant fevers. From Gondar hither we had 
always been edging down to the lake. 

At a quarter before noon vve halted to reft upon the 
banks of a final! river called Baha; the country was rich, 
and cultivated; great part of it, too, was laid our in paflure*, 
and flocked with an immenfe quantity of cattle. At one 
o’clock we refumed our journey, going weft louth-weft as 
before; we were apparently turning the north end of the 
lake as Ihort as pollible, to fet our face due fouth to the 
country of the Agows. At a quarter before three we pitch¬ 
ed our tents at Bab Baha, after having travelled five hours 
and three quarters, which we computed to be equal to twelve 
miles. The firft part of our journey this day was not like 
that of the day before; the road was, indeed, rough, burled 
through very agreeable valleys and gentle-rifing hills; it 
appeared, on the whole, however, that we had afeended coni - 
fiderably fince we left Gondar, . 

The country about Bab Baha is the richeft in Abyflinia; 
this on the fouth, and Woggora on the north, are the two 
granaries that fupply the reft of the kingdom. Bab Baha is - 
a.parcel of fmall villages, more confiderable in number and 
ftrength than thofc at Kcmona, and is near the lake Tza^ 
na.. The queen and many of her relations have here their 

houfes ’■ 
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houfes and poffcffions, and thefe, therefore, being refpe&ed 
by Michael, had not been involved in the deviation of the 
late war. The villages are all furrounded with Kol-quall 
trees, as large at the trunk as thofe we met on the fide of 
the mountain of Taranta, when we afcended it on our journey 
from Mafuah to enter into the province of Tigre; but the 
tree wants much of the beauty of thofe of Tigre; the 
branches are fewer in number, lefs thorny, and lefs in¬ 
dented, which feems to prove that this is not the cli¬ 
mate for them. 

The 30th of Oftober, at fix in the morning, we continued 
our journey from Bab Baha {till rounding the lake at W. S. 
W. and on the very brink of it: the country here is all laid 
out in large meadows of a deep, black, rich foil, bearing 
very high grafs, through the midft of which runs the ri¬ 
ver Sar-Ohha, which, in Englilh, is the Grafly River; it is a- 
bout forty yards broad and not two feet deep, has a foft 
day bottom, and runs from north to fouth into the lake 
Tzana. 

We turned out of the road to the left at Bab Baha, and 
were obliged to go up the hill; in a quarter of an hour we 
reached the high road to Mefcala Chriftos. At feven o’clock 
we began to turn more to the fouthward, our courfe being 
S. W.; three miles and a half on our right remained the vil¬ 
lage of Tcnkel; and four miles and a half that of Tfliem- 
mera to the N. N. W.; we were now clofe to the border of 
the lake, wliofe bottom here is a fine fand. Neither the 
fear of crocodiles, nor other monlters in this large lake^ 
could hinder me from fwimming in it for a few minutes. 

4 Though 



THE SOUBLGE OF THE NILE. 


SOS 

Though the fun was very warm, the water was intenfc- 
ly cold, owing to the many frefli flreams that pour them- 
felves continually into the lake Tzana from the mountains. 
Tiie country here is fown with dora, which is maize, or 
millet; and another plant, not to be diftinguiflied from our 
marigold either in fize, fliape, or foliage; it is called 
Nook *, and furniihes all Abyffinia with oil for the kitchen, 
and other ufes. 

At a quarter part nine we relied a little at Delglii Mariam; 
the village called limply Delghi, adjoining to it, is but fmall, 
and on the S. \V. is the hill of Goy Mariam, where the 
queen-mother has a houfe. All the habitations in this 
country were burnt by Ras Michael in his return toGondar 
after the battle of Fagitta. The mountain Debra Tzai above 
Kofcam, was feen this day at N. E. and by E. from us. 

At a quarter pall ten we again fet out, our route being 
S. W. at eleven we left the fmall village Africo, about two 
miles on our right. At a quarter pall eleven we halted to reft 
our men; we palled the church of St Michael on our right, 
and at a quarter pall one we paiTed two fmall illands in the 
lake, called Kedami Aret; and, half an hour after, we palled 
a fmall river, and came to Mcfcala Chriftos, a large village 
upon a high mountain, the fummit of which it occupies en¬ 
tirely ; it is l’urrounded on both fides by a river, and the de- 
feent islleep and dangerous. We thought to have Haul here 
all night; but, after mounting the hill with great fatigue and 
trouble, we found the whole village abandoned, on intelli¬ 
gence that Waragna Falil was on his march to Gondar, and 
not far diftant. 

Vol. HI. 3 S This 
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This intelligence, which came all at once upon us, made 
us lay afide the thoughts of fleeping that night; we descended 
the hill of Mefcala Chriftos in great haftc, and with much 
difficulty, and came to the river Kemon below it, clear and 
limpid, but having little water, running over a bed of very 
large Hones. This river, too, comes from the north-weft, and 
falls into the lake a little below; we refted on its banks half 
an hour, the weather being very fultry; from this place we 
had a diftinft view of the Nile, where, after crofting the lake,, 
it illues out near Dara, the feene of our former misfor¬ 
tunes ; we let it carefully by the compafs, and it bore nearly 
S. W. 


We began our journey again at three quarters after two, 
and at half after three we pafted a river, very clear, with little 
water, the name of which I have forgot; by the largencfs 
of its bed it feemed to be a very confiderable ftream in win¬ 
ter ; at prefent it had very little water, but a fine gravelly 
bottom; here we met multitudes of peafants flying before 
the army of Fafil, many of whom, feeing us, turned out of 
the way ; one of thcle was a fervant of Gucbra Ehud, brother 
to Ay to Aylo, my moft intimate friend: he told us it was 
very pofllble that Fafil would pafs us that night, advifed us 
not to linger in the front of fuch an army, but fall in as 
fbon as pofllble with his Fit-Auraris, rather than any other of 
his advanced pofts; he was carrying a meflage to his mafter’s 
brother at Gondar. I told him 1 had rather linger in the 
front of fuch an army than in the rear of it, and fhould 
be very forry to be detained long, even in the middle of it; 
that I only wiflied to falute Fafil, and procure a pafs and re¬ 
commendations from him to Agow Midre. 


Ayto 
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Ayto Aylo’s fervant, who was with me, prefently made 
acquaintance with this man, and I trufted him to learn from 
him as much as he knew about Fafil; the refult was, that 
Fafil pretended to be in a violent hurry, from what motive 
was not known; but that he, at the fame time, marched 
very llowly, contrary to his ufual cuftom ; that his fpeech 
and behaviour promifed peace, and that he had hurt no¬ 
body on the way, but proclaimed conftantly, that all people 
fhould keep their houfes without fear; that Ayto Woldo of 
Maitfha, a great robber, was his Fit-Auraris, and never dillant 
from him more than three miles; that the troops of A- 
gow, Maitfha, and Damot, were with him, and with fome 
Gal la of Gojam and Metchakel compofed the van and cen¬ 
ter of his army, whilft his rear confifted of wild lawlefs 
Galla, whom he had brought from the other fide cf the Nile 
from Bizamo, his own country, and were commanded by 
Ayto Welleta Yafous, his great confident; that thefe Gal¬ 
la were half a day generally behind him, and there was 
fome talk that, the fame day, or the next, he was to fend 
thefe invaders home; that lie marched as if he was in fear; 
always took flrong polls, but had received every body that 
came to him, either from the country or Gondar, affably 
and kindly enough, but no one knew any thing of his in¬ 
tentions. 

About half pafl four o’clock we fell in with Woldo, his 
Fit-Auraris, whom I did not know. Ayto Aylo’s fervant, 
however, was acquainted with him; wc afked him fome 
queflions about his maftcr, which he anfwered very candid¬ 
ly anddifcrcctly ; on his part he made no inquiry, and feern- 
cd to have little curiofity about us ; he had taken his poll, 
and was advancing no farther that night. 1 made him a 

3 S 2 little 
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little prefent at taking my leave, which he Teemed furprifed 
at; and, very much contrary to my expectations, had Tome 
difficulty about receiving, faying, he was alhamed that he 
had not any return for us; that he was a foldier, and had 
nothing but the lance in his hand and the goat’s ikin on his 
fhoulders, neither of which he could be fure to poflefs for 
twenty-four hours; he then told us that FaHl had, by that 
time, pitched his tent at Bamba, within a mile of us, and 
was to difpatch the wild Galla from thence to their own 
country: he gave us a man who, he faid, would take care 
of us, and defired us not to difmift him till we had Teen 
Fafil, and not to pitch our tent, but rather to go into one of 
the empty houfes of Bamba, as all the people had fled. 
We now parted equally contented with each other; at the- 
fame time I Taw he fent off another man, who went fwiftly 
on, probably to carry advice of us to Falil: we had (laid 
with him fomething lefs. than half an hour. 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

Interview with FajH~—7‘ranfa8ions in the Camp . 

W E found Bamba a collection of villages, in a valley 
now filled with foldiers. We went to the left with 
our guide, and got a tolerable houfe, but the door had been 
carried away. Fafil’s tent was pitched a little below us r 
larger than the others, but without further diftinCtion: it 
was eafily known, however, by the lights about it, and by 
the nagareet, which Hill continued beating: he was then 
juft alighting from his horfe. I immediately fent Ayto 
Aylo’s fervant, whom I had with me, to prefent my compli¬ 
ments, and acquaint him of my being on the road to vifit 
him. I thought now all my difficulties were over : for 
I knew it was in his power to forward us to our journey’s 
end; and his fcrvants, whom I faw at the palace near the 
king, when Fafil was invefted with his command, had affii- 
red me, not only of an effectual protection, but alfo of a mag¬ 
nificent reception if I chanced to find him in Manilla. 

It 
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It was now, however, near eight at night of the 30th be¬ 
fore I received a meflage to attend him. I repaired imme¬ 
diately to his tent. After announcing myfelf, I waited about 
a quarter of an hour before I was admitted; he was fitting 
upon a cufhion with a lion’s fkin upon it, and another 
ftretched like a carpet before his feet, and had a cotton cloth, 
fometliing like a dirty towel, wrapped about his head; his 
tipper cloak, or garment, was drawn tight about him over 
his neck and Ihoulders, fo as to cover his hands ; I bowed, 
and went forward to kifs one of them, but it was fo entan¬ 
gled in the cloth that I was obliged to kifs the cloth inftead 
of the hand. This was done either as not expecting I fliould 
pay him that compliment, (as I certainly fliould not have 
done, being one of the king’s fervants, if the king had been 
at Gondar) or elfe it was intended for a mark of difrefpc»ft, 
which was very much of a-piece with the reft of his beha¬ 
viour afterwards. 

There was no carpet or cufhions in the tent, and only 
a little ftraw, as if accidentally, thrown thinly about it. I fat 
down upon the ground, thinking him Tick not knowing 
what all this meant; he looked ftedfaftly at me, faying, half 
under his breath, Endctt nawi ? bogo nawi ? which, in Am- 
haric, is, How do you do? Are you very well? I made the 
ufual anfwer. Well, thank God. He again ftopr, as for me 
to fpeak; there was only one old man prefent, who was fit¬ 
ting on the floor mending a mule’s bridle. I took him at 
firft for an attendant, but obferving that a fervant unco¬ 
vered held a candle to him, I thought he was one of his 
Galla, but then 1 faw a blue filk thread, which he had about 
his neck, which is a badge of Chrillianity all over Abyf- 
flnia, and which a Galla would not wear. What he was I 

could 
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could not make out; he fcemed, however, to be a very bad 
cobler, and took no notice of us. 

Ayto Aylo’s fervant, who Rood behind me, puttied me 
with his knee, as a fign that I lhould fpeak, which I ac¬ 
cordingly began to do with, fome difficulty. “ I am come, 
faid I, by your invitation, and the king’s leave, to pay my 
refpeefts to you in your own government, begging that you 
would favour my curiofity fo far as to fufTer me to fee the 
country of the Agows, and the fource of the Abay, or Nile, 
part of which I have feen in Egypt.” “ The fource of the 
Abay! exclaimed he, with a pretended furprife, do you know 
what you are faying ? Why, it is, God knows where, in the 
country of the Galla, wild, terrible people. The fource of 
the Abay! Are you raving! repeats he again: Are you to get 
there, do you think, in a twelvemonth, or more, or when ?” 
“ Sir, faid /, the king told me it was near Sacaia, and {till 
nearer Gccfli; both villages of the Agows, and both in your 
government.” “ And fo you know Sacaia and Geelh ? fays he, 
whittling and half angry V’ “ I can repeat the names that I 

hear, faid I ; all Abyllinia knows the head of the Nile.”_ 

M Aye, fays he, imitating my voice and manner, but all 
Abyllinia won’t carry you there, that I promife you.” “ If 
you are rcl’olved to the contrary, laid I, they will not; I wittt 
you had told the king lo in time, then I Ihould not have at¬ 
tempted it, it 'was relying upon you alone I came fo far,con¬ 
fident, if all the reft of Abyllinia could not protect me there, 
that your word fingiy could do it.” 

m 


This afTcfted ignorance was probably intended to bring me to mention the donation 
the King had given me of Geelh, which he net cr much relilhcd, and made efTe<Tiual!y ufcleft- 

tome. 
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He now put on a look of more complacency. “Look you, 
Tagout)e, fays he, it is true 1 can do it; and, for- the king’s 
fake who recommended it to me, I would do it; but the 
Acab Saat, Abba Salama, has fent to m«, to defire me not ro 
let you pafs further; he fays it is againft the law of the land 
to permit Franks like you to go about the country, and that 
he has dreamed fomething ill will befal me if you go into 
Maitfha.” I was as much irritated as I thought it poflible for 
me to be. “ So fo,faid I,the time of priefts,prophets,and dream¬ 
ers is coming on again.” “ 1 underhand you, fays lie laugh¬ 
ing for the firft time ; I care as little for priefts as Michael 
does, and for prophets too, but I would have you conlider 
the men of this country are not like yours ; a boy of thefe 
Galla would think nothing of killing a man of your coun¬ 
try. You white people arc aH effeminate ; you are like fo 
many women; you are not fit for going into a province 
where all is war, and inhabited by men, warriors from their 
cradle.” 

I saw he intended to provoke me; and he had fucceedcd 
fo effectually that I fhould have died, I believe, imprudent 
as it was, if 1 had not told him my mind in reply. “Sir, 
faid 1,1 have palled through many of the moft barbarous 
nations in the world; all of them, excepting this clan of 
yours, have fome great men among them above uling a de- 
fencelefs ltranger ill. But the worft and loweft individual 
among the moft uncivilized people never treated me as you 
have done to-day under your own roof, where 1 have come fo 
far for protection.” He afked, “ How?” “ You have, in the firft 
place, laid I, publicly called me Frank, the mod odious 
name in this country, and fufficient to occafion me to be 
ftoned to death without further ceremony, by any fet of 
3 men 
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men wherever I may prefent myfelf. By Frank you mean one 
of the Romifli religion, to which my nation is as adverfe as 
yours; and again, without having ever feen any of my 
countrymen but myfelf, you have difcovered, from that fpe- 
cimen, that we are all cowards and effeminate people, like, 
or inferior to, your boys or women. Look you, Sir, you ne¬ 
ver heard that I gave myfelf out as more than' an ordinary 
man in my own country, far lefs to be a pattern of what is 
excellent in it. I am no foldier, though I know enough of 
war to fee yours are poor proficients in that trade. But 
there are foldiers, friends and countrymen of mine, (one 
prefents himfelf to my mind at this inftant*,) who would not 
think it an a&ion in his life to vaunt of, that with 500 men 
he had trampled all yon naked favages into dull. On this 
Fafil made a feigned laugh, and feemed rather to take my 
freedom amifs. It was, doubt lefs, a pailionate and rafh 
fpeech. As to myfelf, continued I, unskilled in war as I 
am, could it be now without further confequcncc, let me 
but be armed in my own country-fathion on horfeback, as 
I was yeilerday,Ifhould, without thinking myfelf overmatch¬ 
ed, fight the two bell horfemcn you fliall choole from this 
your army of famous men, who are warriors from their 
cradle; and if, when the king arrives,you are not returned 
to your duty, and wc meet again, as we did at Limjour, 
1 will pledge myfelf, with his permifiion, to put you in 
mind of this promife. This did not make things better. 

IIe repeated the word duty after me, and would have re¬ 
plied, but my nofe burd out in a dream of blood ; and, that 
Vol. III. 3T indanr, 


* It is with j.lcafuic I confefs the man then in r..y ulr,d was my bnve iiiccd £)ir William 
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inftant, Aylo’s fervant took hold of me by the fhoulder to 
hurry me out of the tent. Falil feemcd to be a good deal 
concerned, for the .blood dreamed out upon my clothes. 
The old man likewife aflidcd me when out of the rent; I 
found he was Guebra thud, Ayto Aylo’s brother, whofe 
fervant we had met on the road. I returned then to my 
tent, and the blood was food (launched by wafhing my face 
with cold water. I fat down to recollect myfelf, and the 
more I calmed, the more I was diffatisfied at being put. 
off my guard; but it is impoffible to conceive the provoca¬ 
tion without having proved it. I have felt but too often how 
much the love of our native foil increafes by our abfence 
from it; and how jealous we are of comparifons made to 
the difadvantage of our countrymen by people who, all pro¬ 
per allowances being made, are generally not their equals,, 
when they would boaft themfelves their fuperiors. I will 
confefs further, in.gratification to my critics, that I was, from 
my infancy, of a.fanguine, pafiionate difpofition ; very fcn- 
fible of injuries that I had neither provoked nor deferved; 
but much reflection, from very early life, continual habits 
of fuffering in long and dangerous travels, where nothing 
but patience would do, had, I flattered myfelf,, abundantly 
fubdued my natural pronenefs to feel offences, which, com¬ 
mon fcnfe might teach me, I could only revenge upon my¬ 
felf. 

However, upon further confultingmy own bread, I found: 
tl^ere was another caufe had co-operated ftrongly with the 
former in making me lofe my temper at this time, which, 
upon much greater provocation, I had never done before,, 
1 found now, as I thought, that it was decreed decisively my 
hopes of. arriving at the fource of the Nile Were for ever 1 

ended; 
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ended; all my trouble, all my expences, all my time, and all 
my fufferings for fo many years were thrown away, from no 
greater obftacle than the whimfies of one barbarian, whofe 
good inclinations, I thought, I had long before fufficiently 
fecured; and, what was worfe, I was now got within lefs 
than forty miles of the place I fo much wifhed to fee; and 
my hopes were lliipwrecked upon the laft, as well as the 
moft unexpected, difficulty I had to encounter. 

I was juft going to bed when Ayto Welleta Michael, Ras 
Michael’s nephew, taken at Limjour, and a prifoner with 
Fafil, though now at large, came into the tent. I need not 
repeat the difeourfe that pafled between us, it was all con¬ 
dolence upon the ill-ufage I had met with. He curfed Fafil, 
called him a thoufand opprobrious names, and faid, Ras 
Michael one day would £hcw me his head upon a pole: he 
hinted, that he thought Fafil expedted a prefent, and ima¬ 
gined that I intended to pafs the king’s recommendation 
on him in the place of it. I have a prefent, faid I, and a 
very handfome one, but I never thought that, while his na- 
garcct was full beating, and when he had fcarcely pitched 
his rent when he was tired, and I no lefs fo,tliat it was then 
a ume to open baggage for this purpofe ; if he had waited till 
to-morrow, he lliould have had a gratification which would 
have contented him. 

Wj'I.l, well, faid Welleta Michael, as for your journey I 
fhall undertake for that, for I heard him giving order? 
about it when 1 came away, even though he expcdls no 
prefent; what does the gratifying your curiofity coft him ? 
lie would bealhamed to relufeyou pcrmilLon; his own va¬ 
nity would hinder him. This aflurance, more than all the 
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quieting draughts in the world, compofed my mind, and 
brought me to myfelf. I went to bed, and falling into a 
found fleep, was waked near mid-night by two of Fafil’s fer- 
vants, who brought each of them a lean live iheep ; they 
faid they had brought the fheep, and were come to afk how 
I was, and to flay all night to watch the houfe for fear of 
the thieves in the army; they likewife brought their maf- 
ter’s order for me to come early in the morning to him, as 
he wanted to difpatch me on my journey before he gave 
the Galla liberty to return. This difpelled every doubt, but 
it raifed my fpirits fo much, that, out of impatience for 
morning, I dept very little more that night.. 

It was a time of year when it is not broad day till after* 
fix o’clock; I went to the camp and faw Guebra Ehud, who 
confirmed'what Welkta Michael had faid, 1 and that Fafil had 
given orders for bringing feveral of his own horfes for me, 
to choofe which he was to prefent me with; in effe< 5 t there 
were about twelve horfes all faddled and bridled, which 
were led by a mafter-groom. I was very indifferent about 
tliefe horfes, having a good one of my own, and there was. 
none of thefe that would in this country have brought 7I. 
at a market; the fervant, who feemed very officious, pitched 
upon a bright-bay poney, the fattefl of the whole, but not 
flrong enough in appearance to carry me; he affured me,- 
however, the horfe had excellent paces, was a great favour¬ 
ite of Faffs, but too dull and quiet for him, and defired me 
to mount him, though he had no other furniture but the- 
wooden part of a faddle covered with thin, brow.n leather, 
arid, inftead of ftirrups, iron rings. All the Abyffinians, in¬ 
deed, ride bare-footed and legged, and put only their great 
toe into tin; iron ring, holding it betwixt their great andv 
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fecond toe, as they are afraid of being entangled by the 
flirrup if their horfe falls, fhould they put their foot into 
it. 


I consented to try him very willingly. A long experience 
with the Moors in Barbary put me above fear of any horfe; 
however vicious, which I had no reafon to think this was; 
beiides, I rode always with a Barbary bridle, broad flirrups, 
and fliort ftirrup-leathers, after their fafhion; the bridle is 
known to every fcholar in horfemanfhip, and fhould be ufed 
by every light-horfeman or dragoon, for the mod vicious 
horfe cannot advance a yard againfl this bridle, when in a 
ftrong hand. I ordered the feis, or groom, to change the 
faddle and bridle for mine, and I had on a pair of fpurs with 
very long and fharp rowels. I faw prefently the horfe did 
not like the bit, but that I did not wonder at; my faddle was 
what is called a war faddle, high behind and before, fo, un- 
lefs the horfe fell, it was impoffible to throw the rider. T 
had alfo a thick, knotty flick, or truncheon, of about three 
feet long, inftead of a whip, and well was it for me I was fo 
prepared for him* 

For the firft two minutes after I'mounted I do nor 
know whether I was moft on the earth or in the air; lie 
kicked behind, reared before, leaped like a deer, all four off 
the ground, and it was fome time before I recollc&ed my- 
felf; he then attempted to gallop, taking the bridle in his- 
teeth, but got a check which ftaggered him ; he, however, 
continued to gallop; and, finding 1 hacked the bridle on his 
neck, and that he was at eate, he let off and ran away 
as hard as he could, flinging out behind eve r } ten 
the ground was very favourable, fmooth, foi r, and up-hill. 

We. 
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We palled the poft of the Fit-Auraris like lightning, leaving 
him exceedingly furprifed at feeing me make off with his 
mailer’s horfe. I-Ie was then going to the head-quarters, 
but faid nothing at palling; we went down one hill auk- 
wardly enough ; and, when we got to a fmall plain and a 
brook below, the horfe would have gone eaiily enough ei¬ 
ther a trot or walk up the other, but I had only to ihake 
my ftirrups to make him fet oft' again at a violent gallop, 
and when he ftopt he trembled all over. 1 was now refol-. 
ved to gain a victory, and hung my upper cloak upon a 
tree, the attempting which occafioncd a new battle; but he 
was obliged to fubmit. I then between the two hills, half up 
the one and half up the other, wrought him fo that he 
had no longer either breath or ftrength, and I began to 
think he would fcarce carry me to the camp. 

I now found that he would walk very quietly; that 
a gentle touch of the fpur would quicken him, but that he 
had not ftrength or inclination to gallop; and there was no 
more rearing or kicking up behind. I put my cloak, there¬ 
fore, about me in the beft manner poftible, juft as if it 
had never been ruffled or difeompofed by motion, and in 
this manner repafling the Fit-Auraris’ quarters, came in fight 
of the camp, where a large held fown with tefF, and much 
watered, was in front. I went out of the road into this held, 
which I knew was very foft anti deep, and therefore favour¬ 
able for me. Coming near Faffl’s tent, the horfe ftopt upon 
gently ftraitening the bridle, as a horfe properly broke 
would have done, on which my fervant took the faddle and 
bridle, and returned the groom his own. 
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The poor beaft made a fed’ figure, cut in the fides to pieces, 
and bleeding at the jaws ; and the feis, the rafcal that put 
me upon him, being there when I dif'mounred, he held up 
his hands upon feeing the horfe fo mangled, and began to 
teftify great furprife upon the fuppoled harm I had done. 
I took no notice of this, only faid, Carry that horfe to your 
matter; he may venture to ride him now, which is more 
than cither he or you dared to have done in the morn¬ 
ing. 

As my own horfe was bridled and faddled, and I found 
myfelf violently irritated, I refolved to ride to compofe my- 
felf a little before another interview, for 1 thought this lait 
piece of treachery, that might have coft me my legs and 
arms, was worfe than what patted in the tent the night be¬ 
fore ; it feemed to be aimed at my life, and to put a very ef¬ 
fectual ttop to the continuing my journey. My fervant had 
in his hand a fliort double-barrelled gun loaded with {hot 
for killing any uncommon bird we might fee by the way. 
I took the gun and my horfe, and went up the fide of the 
green hill about half wav, in fair view of the camp, and; 
coniidcrably above it, I galloped, trotted, and made my horfe 
perform every thing he was capable of. He was. excellent 
in his movements, and very fufficiently trained; this the 
Galla beheld at once with attonifliment and pleafure; they- 
are naturally fond of horfes, fufficiently pcrfeCt in the ufe- 
ful part of horfemanlhip, to be fenfibleof the beauty of the 
ornamental. 

There was then, as there always is, a vaft number of kites - 
following the camp, which are quite familiar and live up¬ 
on, the carrion ; choofing two gliding near me, I {hot firtt 

one 
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one on the right, then one on the left; they both fell dead 
on the ground; a great Ihout immediately followed from 
the fpe&ators below, to which I feemingly paid no attention, 
pretending abfolute indifference, as if nothing extraordinary 
had been done. I then difmounted from my horfe, giving 
him and my gun to my fervant, and, fitting down on a 
large ftone, I began to apply fome white paper to ftaunch 
a fmall fcratch the firft horfe had given me on the leg, by 
rubbing it again ft a thorn tree: as my trowfers, indeed, 
were all ftained with the blood of the firft horfe, much cut 
by the fpu^ it was generally thought I was wounded. 

Fash, on this fent for me to come immediately to him, 
having juft got up from a deep after a whole night’s de¬ 
bauch. He was at the door of the tent when I began ri¬ 
ding my own horfe, and, having feen the fhots, ordered the 
kites immediately to be brought him: his fervants had la¬ 
boured in vain to find the hole where the ball, with which 
I had killed the Birds, had entered ; for none of them had 
ever feen fmall-fhot, and I did not undeceive them. I had 
no fooner entered his tent than he afleed me, with great 
earneftnefs, to fiiew him where the ball had gone through. 
I gave him no explanation; but, if you have really an in¬ 
clination to kill me, faid I, you had better do it here, where 
I have fervants that will bury me, and tell the King and the 
Iteghe the kind reception you have given ftrangers whom 
they have recommended. He alked what I meant ? What was 
the matter now ? and I was going to anfwer, when Welleta 
Michael tokl him the.whole ftory, greatly in my favour, in¬ 
deed, t>ut truly and plainly as to the trick about the horfe. 
The Fit-Auraris Woldo faid fometliing to him in Galla, 
which plainly made the matter worfe. Fafil now feemed in 
4 a ter- 
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in common ufe, and this, too, I conceive to be Strabo's mean¬ 
ing. But let us compute from Herodotus, who fays that 
16, or at lead 15, were neceflary in his time, whilft Strabo 
informs us, that, before Pctronius exerted himfelf as to the 
banks and califlies juft mentioned, the extreme abundance 
mud then have been at 12, and the minimum at 10. Now, by 
this palTage, beyond all exception, it is clear that there could 
have been no increafe indicated by the Nilometer; for 10 
cubits watered the whole land of Egypt fufliciently in Stra¬ 
bo’s time, whereas 16 and 15 were neceflary in the days 
of Herodotusand I muft like wife obfcrve, that if we fhould 
fuppofe the fame induftry and attention ufed in Merit’s time 
that was in Petronius’s, (and there is every reafon to induce 
us to think there was) then the proof is pofirive, that there 
was no difference in the foil of Egypt indicated by the Nir. 
lomcter for the firft 1400 years.. 

From this let us defeend to Hadrian, about too years after¬ 
wards. We know from Pliny *, and from an inferiprion 
upon a medal of great brafs of Hadrian's, who was himfelf 
in Egypt, that 16 cubits were then the fii'cal term or rife of 
the Nile, by which the Egyptians paid their rent; and this 
is prccif ly what Herodotus lays, in his time, was no more 
than iullicient. 

About the beginning of the 4th century, in the emperor 
Julian’s reignf, 15 cubits were a fufficient minimum to in¬ 
cur the payment of the tribute, and this is one of the terms 

v. iii. 4 r 


* Plin. lib. xxxvi. cap. 7. Philoft. ile icon. 
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that Herodotus fixes upon, as being fufficient to oblige the 
payment in his days; and the other is 16, or a cubit more; fo 
that if the Nilometer proves any thing at all, it is this, that 
prefumptively the Nile has never increafed from Maris to 
Petronius’s, or in 1400 years, and certainly that, if it has not 
diminiftied, it has not increafed for 700 years from Herodo¬ 
tus to the emperor Julian. 

Procopius, in his firft book, I think, fays, that 18 peeks 
was too full a Nile, and occafioned dearth by its quantity* 
But, in the middle of the 6th century, he tells* us it requi¬ 
red 18 cubits fora minimum, by which Egypt was to pay 
the meery; fo that in 100 years from Julian to Juftinian, the 
minimum had increafed three cubits, which was 4? feet; 
not one foot in 100 years as the propofition bears; and 
this would prove too much, if it was true, but it is impofli- 
ble. 

Thus far, then, we are at liberty to fay, that, as long as 
Egypt was a Greek kingdom, no vifible alteration or in- 
creafe of the foil can be fairly eftablilhed from hiftory or 
infpe&ion. 


* Procop. lib. iii. de Reb. Goth. 
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a terrible fury, and faid three words to the Fit-Auraris in 
Galla, who immediately went out; and, as my fervants told 
me afterwards, after (ending for the feis, or groom, who 
had brought me the horfe, the firft falutation that he gave 
him was a blow over the head with a bludgeon, which 
felled him to the ground, then a dozen more (Irokes, and 
ordered him to be put in irons, after which he returned in¬ 
to the tent. 

Fasil, who heard I was hurt, and faw the quantity of 
blood upon my trowfers, held up his hands with a (hew of 
horror and concern, which plainly was not counterfeited : 
he protefted, by every oath he could devife, that he knew no¬ 
thing about the matter, and was afleep at the time; that he 
had no horfes with him worth my acceptance, except the 
one that he rode, but that any horfe known to be his, driven 
before me, would be a paflport, and procure me refpecf a- 
mong all the wild people whom I might meet, and for that 
reafon only he had thought of giving me a horle. He repeat¬ 
ed his prote/lations that he was innocent, and heartily forty 
for the accident, which, indeed, he appeared to be: he told 
me the groom was in irons, and that, before many hours 
palTed, he would put him to death. I was perfectly fatisfied 
with his fincerity. I wiflied to put an end to this difagree- 
able converfation: “ Sir, faid 1, as this man has attempted my 
life, according to the laws of the country, it is I that fhould 
name the punifhmcnt.” “ It is very true, replied Fafil,take him, 
Yagoube, and cut him in a thoufand pieces, if you pleafe, 
and give his body to the kites.” “ Are you really bn cere in 
what you fay, faid I, and will you have no after excufcs.” He 
fworefolemnly he would not. “Then, faid I, I am a Chriftian: 
the way my religion teaches me to punifh my enemies is 
Vol. III. 3 U by 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


52a 

by doing good for evil; and therefore I keep you to the oath 
you have fwom, and delire my friend'the Fit-Auraris to fet 
the man at liberty, and put him in the place he held before, 
for he has not been undutiful to yOu.” 

I need not fay what were the fentiments of the company 
upon the occafion; they feemed to be moll favourable to me;, 
old Guebra Ehud could not contain himfclf, but got out of 
the dark corner, and fqueezed both of my hands in his; and 
turning to Falil, faid, “ Did not I tell you what my brother 
Aylo thought about this man?” Welleta Michael faid„ 
“ He was juft the fame all through Tigre.” Falil, in a low 
voice, replied, “ A man that behaves as he does may go thro’ 
any country.” They then all begged that I would take care 
of my wound, looking at the blood upon my trowfers. I told 
them it was already ftaunched; and turning toFafil, faid, “We 
white people, you fee, are not fo terrified at feeing our own 
blood as you fuppofed we were.” He then defired that the 
tent might be cleared for a Ihort time, and we all went 
out. 

About ten minutes after, I was called in to partake of a 
great breakfaft; honeyand buttcr,and raw beef in abundance,, 
as alfo fonie Hewed dilhes that were very good. I was very 
hungry, having tailed nothingfince dinner the day before;, 
and I had had much exercife of body as well as of mind. We 
were all very chearful, every one faying fomething about 
the Agows, or of the-Nile; and Falil declaring, if it was 
peace, he would carry me to his country acrofs the Nile as 
far as the kingdom of Narea. I thanked him. “You are at 
peace, faid I, with the King and the Ras, and going to 
meet them at Goniar.”—“ At Gondar, lays he, no; I hope not 
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this time; the Ras has work enough on his hands for the reft 
of his life.” “What work ? faid I.” “ Why, the mountain,” re¬ 
plies he.” “The mountainAromata!” “The fame, fays he; you 
never faw fuch a place; Lamalmon, and all the mountains of 
Abyflinia, arc nothing to it: he was, when at the prime of 
life,fifteen years in taking it from this Netcho’s father.” “ But 
he has been luckier this time, replied I, by fourteen years.” 
“ How!” fays he, with fome amafement.” “ Pardon me, faid I, 
if I have unawares told you unwelcome news; but the moun¬ 
tain is taken, the garrifon put to the fword, and Za Menfus, 
after furrendering, flain, in cold blood by Guebra Mafcal, 
in revenge for the death of his father.” Fafil had in his 
hand a blue cut-glafs goblet, gilt round the edges with gold. 
I had bought it at Cairo, with fevcral other articles of the 
fame kind, from a merchant who procured them from 
Trieftc. I had given it to the king, who drank out of it 
himfelf, and had fent it as an honourable token to Fafil 
from Dingleber, the day when they made peace, after the 
battle of Limjour. Upon hearing ■what I faid, he threw it 
violently upon the ground, and broke it into a thoufand 
pieces. “ Take care what you fay, Yagoube, fays he, take care 
this be not a lie; tell it me again.” I told him the whole cir- 
cumftanees from beginning to end; how the news had come 
to the Itcghe—who had brought the intelligence—how it had 
come from the Ras to Ozoro Either—and how Kella Yafous 
had furprifed the mountain by treachery, having firft lulled 
die befieged afieep by a negociation, and a propofed media¬ 
tion of the priefts and hermits. OnthisFafilobfcrvcd,itwas the 
very wayMichael took it laft time; and, putting his forefinger 
in his mouth, bit it very hard, crying,Fool, fool, was he not 
warned? We all were again difmi{led from the tent, and {laid 

3 U 2 out 



J2 4 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


out about a quarter of an hour, when we were again call¬ 
ed in. 

I cannot fay but I enjoyed heartily the fright I had vi- 
fibly given him ; it feemed to me that Aylo’s brother, Gue- 
bra hhud, was the only perfon whom he confulted, for it 
was he alone that remained with him in his tent when we 
entered; he had changed his drefs; a man was combing 
his hair, and perfuming it; and he had a new, white, fine 
cotton cloth thrown about his middle loofely, which cover¬ 
ed his legs and feet, his breafts, neck, and Ihoulders, being 
quite naked; he rofe half up from his feat when I came in, 
made me fit down on a cufhion befide him, and was going 
to fpeak, when I refolved to have the firfl word, for fear he 
fhould engage me in more difeuilions. “Your continual, 
hurry, faid I, all the times I have feen you, has put it out of 
my power till now to make you the acknowledgment it is 
ordinary for ftrangers to prefent when they vilit great men 
in their own country, and afk favours of them.” I then took 
a napkin, and opened it before him ; he feemed to have for¬ 
got the prefent altogether, but from that moment I faw his 
countenance changed, he was like another man. “OYagoube, 
fays he, a prefent to me! you fhould be fenfible that is per- 
fc&ly needlefs; you were recommended to me by the King 
and the Ras; you know, fays he, we are friends, and I 
would do twenty times as much for yourfelf, without re¬ 
commendation from either; befides, I have not behaved to 
you like a gr'eat man.” 

It was not a very hard thing to conquer thefe fcruplcs; 
he took the feveral pieces of the prefent one by one in his 
hands, and examined them; there was a crimfon filk fafh, 

3 made 



THE SOURCE OF TIIE NILE. 


5*5 

made at Tunis, about five yards long, with a filk fringe of 
the fame colour; it was as beautiful a web of (ilk as ever 
I-law; it had a fmall waved pattern wrought in ir; the 
next was a yellow, with a red narrow border, or ftripe, and 
a filver-wrought fringe, b\|t neither fo long nor fo thick as 
the other; the next were two Cyprus manufactured lafiies, 
filk and cotton, |pith a fattin ftripe, the one broader than the 
other, but five yards long each ; the next was a Pcrfian pipe, 
with a long pliable tube, or worm, covered with Turkey lea¬ 
ther, with an amber mouth-piece, and a chryftal vafe for 
fmoking tobacco through water, a great luxury in the eaft- 
ern countries ; the next were two blue bowls, as fine as the 
one he had juft then broken,and of the fame fort. He fhoved 
them from him, laughing, ahd faid; “ I will not take them 
from you, Yagoube ; this is downright robbery; 1 have done 
nothing for this, which is a prefent for a king.”—“ It is a 
prefent to a friend, faid I, often of more conlequence to a 
ftranger than a king; Ialways except your king, who is the 
ftianger’s beft friend.”—“Though he was not eahly difeon- 
certed, he feemed, at this time, to be very nearly fo.”— u If 
you will not receive them, continued I, fuch as they are of¬ 
fered, it is the greatefl: affront ever was put upon me; I can 
never, you know, receive them again.” 

By this he was convinced. More feeble arguments would 
indeed have fatisfied him, and he folded up the napkin with 
ail the articles, and gave them to an officer; after which 
the tent was again cleared for confultation; and, during this 
time, he had called his man of confidence, whom he was 
to fend with us, and inftruCed him properly. I faw plainly 
that I had gained the afeendant; and, in the expectation of 
Ras Michael's fpeedily coming to Gondar, he was as willing 

to 
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to be on his journey the one way, as I was the other. I had 
ordered my fervants and baggage to fet out on the road to 
Dingleber before me, fending Ay to Aylo’s fervant along with 
them, leaving me only my horfe and a common Abyffinian 
fervant to follow them: all had been ready fince early in 
the morning, and-they had fet out accordingly with very 
great alacrity. 

-T 

It was about one o’clock, or after it, when I was admitted 
toFafil: he received me with great complacency, and would 
have had me fit down on the fame cufhion with himfclf, 
which I declined. “ Friend Yagoube, fays he, I am heartily 
forry that you did not meet me at Bure before I fe; out; there 
1 could have received you as I ought, but I have been tor¬ 
mented with a multitude of barbarous people, who have 
turned my head, and whom I am now about to difmifs. I go 
to Gondar in peace, and to keep peace there, for the king 
on this fide the Tacazzc has no other friend than me; 
Powufifen and Gufho are both traitors, and fo Ras Michael 
knows them to be. I have nothing to return you for the 
prefent you have given me, for I did not expect to meet a 
man like you here in the fields ; but you will quickly be 
back; we lhall meet on better terms at Gondar; the head 
of the Nile is near at hand; a liorfeman, exprels, will arrive 
there in a day.' I have given you a good man, well known 
in this country to be my fervant; he will go to Geelh with 
you, and return you to a friend of Ayto Aylo’s and mine, 
Slialaka Welled Amlac; he has the dangerous part of the 
country wholly in his .hands, and will carry you fafe to 
Gondar ; my wife is at prcfqnt in his houfe : fear nothing, 
I fliall anfwer for your fafety : When will you fet out ? to¬ 
morrow ?” 
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I replied, with many thanks for his kindnefs, that I 
wiflicd to proceed immediately, and that my fervants were 
already far off, on the way. You are going to difmifs thofe 
wild people, I would wifli to be as clear of them as pof- 
fible ; I intend to travel long journies, till we part (as I un- 
derftand we fhall do) from the rout that they are taking. 

You are very much in the right, faysFafd, it was only in 
the idea that you was hurt with that accurfed horfe that 
1 would have wiflied you to flay till to-morrow; but throw 
off thefe bloody clothes, they are not decent, I mud give 
you new ones, you are my vaflal. I bowed. The king has 
granted you Geefli, where you are going, and I muft in¬ 
vert you. A number of his fervants hurried me out; Guebra 
Ehud, Welleta Michael, and the Fit-Auraris, attended me. I 
prefently threwoff my trowfers, and my two upper garments, 
and remained in my waiftcoat; thefe were prefently re¬ 
placed by new ones, and l was brought back in a mi¬ 
nute to Fafil’s tent, with only a fine loofc mullin under gar¬ 
ment or cloth round me, which reached to my feet. Upon 
my coming back to the tent, Fafiltook off the one that he 
had put on himfelf new in the morning, and put it. about 
my fhoulders with his own hand, his fervants throwing an¬ 
other immediately over him, faying at the fame time to the 
people, u Bear witnefs, I give to you, Yagoubc, the Agow 
Geefli, as fully and freely as the king has given it me.” I 
bowed and killed his hand, as is cullomary for feudatories, 
and he then pointed to me to fit down. 

“ Hear what I fay to you, continued Fafil; I think it 
right for you to make the belt of your way now, for you 
will be the fooner back at Gondar. You need not be alarmed 
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at the wild people you fpeak of, who are going after you, tho* 
it is better to meet them coming this way, than when they 
are going to their homes; they are commanded by Wellera 
Yafous, who is your friend, and is very grateful for the medi¬ 
cines you font him atGondar: he has not been able to fee you, 
being fo much bufied with thole wild people; but he loves 
you, and will take care of you, and you mult give me more of 
that phyfic when we met at Gondar.” I again bowed, and he 
continued,—“ Hear me what I fay; you fee thofe feven people 
(I never faw more thief-like fellows in my life),—thefe are 
all leaders and chiefs of the Galla—favages, if you pleafe; 
they are all your brethren.” I bowed. “ You may go through 
their country as if it were your own, without a man hurting 
you: you will be foon related to them all; for it is their 
cuftom that a ftranger of diftindtion, like you, when he is 
their gueft, fleeps with the filler, daughter, or near relation 
of the principal men among them. I dare fay, fays he 
archly, you will not think the cuftoms of the Galla contain 
greater hardlhips than thofe of Amhara.” I bowed, but 
thought to myfelf I fhall not put them to the trial. He then 
jabbered fomething to them in Galla which I did not under- 
ftand. They all anfwered by the wildell howl I ever heard, 
and ftruck themfelves upon the breail, apparently afienting. 

“ When Ras Michael, continued he, came from the battle 
of Fagitta, the eyes of forty-four, brethren and relations of 
thefe people prefent, were pulled out at Gondar, the day af¬ 
ter he arrived, and they were expofed upon the banks 
of the river An grab to ftarve, where moll, I believe, were 
devoured by the hysena; you took three of them up to 
your houfe; nourilhed, cloathed, protedled, and kindly treat¬ 
ed thesp.” “ They are now in good health, faid I, and want 

nothin# 
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nothing: the Iteghd will deliver them to you. The only 
other thing I have done to them was, I got them baptifed: 
I do not know if that will difpleafe them; I did it as an 
additional protection to them, and to give them a title to 
the charity of the people of Gondar.” “ As for that, fays he, 
they don’t care the leaft about baptifm; it will neither do 
them good nor harm; they don’t trouble themfelves about 
thefe matters ; give them meat and drink, and you will be 
very welcome to baptife them all from morning to night; 
after fuch good care thefe Galla are all your brethren, 
they will die for you before they fee you hurt.” He then faid 
fomething to them in Galla again, and they all gave ano¬ 
ther afient, and made a fhew of killing my hand. 

They fat down; and, I mull own, if they entertained any 
good-will to me, it was not difcemible in their counte¬ 
nances. “ Befides this, continued Fafil, you was very kind and 
courteous to my fervants while at Gondar, and faid many 
favourable things of me before the king; you fent me apre- 
fent alfo, and above all, when Joas my mailer’s body was 
dug up from the church-yard of St Raphael, and all Gon¬ 
dar were afraid to Ihew it the leaft refpedt, dreading the 
vengeance of Ras Michael, you, a ftranger, who had never 
feen him, nor received benefit from him, at your own ex¬ 
pence paid that attention to his remains which would have 
better become many at Gondar, and me in particular, had 
I been within reach, or had intelligence of the matter: now, 
before all thefe men, alk me any thing you have at heart, 
and, be it what it may, they know I cannot deny it you.” He 
delivered this in a tone and gracefulnefs of manner, fuperior, 
I think, to any thing I had ever before feen, although the A- 
byffinians are all orators, as, indeed, are moft barbarians. 

V0L.IH. 3 X K Why 
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“Why then, faid I, by all thofe obligations you are plcafed to* 
mention, of which you have made a recital fo truly honour* 
able to me, I afk you the greareft favour that man can be*, 
flow upon me—fend me, as conveniently as poffible, to 
the head of the Nile, and return me and; my attendants 
4 n fafety, after having difpatched me quickly, and put 
me under no conftraint that may prevent me from fatisfy- 
ing my curiofity in my own way.” “This, fays he,is nore- 
queft, I have granted it already; befides, I owe it to the com¬ 
mands of the king, whofe fervant I am. Since, however, it 
is fo much at your heart, go in peace, I will provide you 
with all neceffaries. If I am alive, and governor of Damot, 
as you are, we all know, a prudent .and fenfible man, un» 
fettled as the Hate of the country is, nothing difagrecable 
can befal you. 

He then turned again to his feven chiefs, who all got* 
up, himfclf and I, Guebra thud, Welleta Michael, and the 
Fit-Auraris; we all flood round in a circle, and raifed the 
palm of our hands, while he and his Galla together repeat¬ 
ed a prayer about a minute long; the Galla feemingly with 
great devotion. Now, fays Fafil, go in peace, you are a Galla; 
this is a curfe upon them, and their children, their corn, 
grafs, and cattle, if ever they lift their hand again ft you or 
yours, or do not defend you to the utmoft, if attacked by 
others, or endeavour to defeat any defign they may hear is 
intended againft you.” Upon this I offered to kifs his hand 
before 1 took my leave, and we all went to the door of the 
tent, where there wasr a very handfome grey horfe bridled 
and faddled. “ Take this horfe, fays Fafil, as a prefent from 
me; it is not fo good as your own, but, depend upon it, it is 
not of the kind that rafeal gave you in the morning; it is 

the 
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the horfe which I rode upon yefterday, when I came here 
to encamp; but do not mount it yourfelf, drive it before you 
faddled and bridled as it is; no man of Maitfha will touch 
you when he fees that horfe; it is the people of Maitlha 
whofe houfes Michael has burnt that you have to fear, and 
not your friends the Galla. 

I then took the moft humble and refpedful leave of 
him pofiible, and alfo of my new-acquired brethren the 
Galla, praying inwardly I might never fee them again. I re¬ 
commended myfelf familiarly and affe&ionately to the re¬ 
membrance of Welleta Michael, the Ras’s nephew, as well 
as Guebra Ehud ; and turning to Fafil, according to the cuf- 
tom of the country to fuperiors, afkcd him leave to mount 
on horfeback before him, and was fpeedily out of fight. 
Shalaka Woldo (the name of my guide) did not fet cut 
with me, being employed about fome affairs of his own, 
but he prefently after followed, driving Fafil’s horfe before 
him. 
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CHAR X 

Bombay and continue our Joumej Jbutbwardn*-FaU in with Fa- 
ftl's Pagan Gallo—Encamp on the Kelti, 

A T Bamba begins a valley full of fmall hills and trees,, 
all brulh-wood, none of them high enough for tim¬ 
ber. On the right hand of the valley the hills Hope gently 
up, the ground is firm, and graft fhort like Bleep pafture; 
the hills on the left are Beeper and more craggy, the low¬ 
er part of the valley had been cleared of wood, and fown 
with different forts of grain, by the induftry of the inhabi¬ 
tants of the village of that name—induftry that had ferved 
them to very little purpofe, as the encampment of this 
wild army deftroyed in one night every veftige of culture 
they had beftowed upon it*. 

Shalaka Woldo was not, to all appearance, a man to pro¬ 
tect a ftranger in the middle of a retreating army, dilband- 

ed 
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ed as this was, and returning to very diflant countries, per¬ 
haps never to be aflembled again; yet this man was cho- 
fen by one that perfectly knew tie was above all others ca¬ 
pable of the truft he had repofed in him *, he was about 
years of age, was by birth an Agow,' and had ferved Fafii’s 
father from his infancy, when Kafmati'E£ht£ fucceeded to 
the government of Damot, upon old Fafil’s death ♦; he had 
been his fervant Jikewife, as had young Fafil, fo they were 
both atone time Mlow-domeJHcs of K^fmati fiihte, 

Wiisk Fafil had flain^thui nobleman, and fucceeded, to 
his father** government of Damot, fchalaka Woldo was 
taken into his fervice as' an old fervant pf his father; it 
feemed his mkrit had not entitled him to further advance¬ 
ment ; tie had no covering on fiis head, except long, bi^piy, 
black hair, wiric& juft began to be mingled with grey, but 
no beard, the defe& of all his countrymen. He had a cot¬ 
ton cloth thrown about hi* fhoulders m many different 
forms, occafionally as his fancy fuggefted to him ; but, un- 
lcfs at night, laid it generally upon .One of the mules, and 
walked himfelf, his body naked, his fhouldera only covered 
with a goat’s fkin in form of what*the women call a tippet; 
he had alfo a pair of coarie cottott trowfers that reached to 
the middle of his thigh,” and thefe Were faftened at the 
waiftband by a coarie cotton fafh, or girdle, which went fix 
or feven times about his waift, and in which he fluck a 
t rooked knife, the blade about ten inches long, and three 
inches where broadeft, which was the only weapon he wore, 
and ferved him to cut his'meat, rather than for any wca- 
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pon of offence or defence j for a man of confequence, as he 
was, canid not fuppofe a poffibihty of dagger While he was 
in the territory of his mailer. Sometimes he had a long 
pipe in his hand, being a great finofcer j at other times, a 
Rick of about three feet long, fomething thicker than one’s 
thumb, with which he dealt about him very liberally, either 
to man, woman, or bead, upon the dighteft provocation; he 
was bare-legged and footed, and without any mule, but kept 
up with us eafily at whatever pace we went. With all this 
he was exceedingly fagaCicms and cunning, and feemed to 
penetrate the meaning of our difcourfe, though fpofce in a 
languageof which he did not underftand a fyllabie. 

As for Shalaka Welled Amlac, he was a man whom I 
Riall hereafter, mention as having been recommended to 
me by Ayto Ayio foon after my coming to (Bondar. I did 
not, however, choofe to let Faiil know of this connection, 
for fear he might lead him to fome gainful imposition for 
his own account in the coiirfe of my journey through 
Maitiha. 

At a quarter paft two o’clock of the 31ft of October wc 
halted for a little on the banks of the river Chergue, a 
fmall and not very rapid itream,'which coming from the 
fouth-weft, runs N. E. and lofes itfelf in the lake Tzana. At 
three o’clock in the afternoon we paiTed the fmall river 6f 
Dinglcber, and in a quarter of an hour after came to a vil¬ 
lage of that name fituated upon the top of a rock, which we 
afcended; here the road comes clofe to the end of the lake, 
and between it and the rofck is a very narrow pafs through 
which all provifions from the Agows and Maitiha muft go; 
when, therefore, there is any difturbance in the fouth part 
4 of 
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of the kingdom, this pafs is always occupied to reduce Gon- 
dar to famine. 

The village itfelf belongs to the office of Betwudet, and, 
fincc that office has been difcontiriiued, it makes part of the 
revenue of the Ras; the language here is Falaiha, though 
only ufed now by the Jews who go by that name : it was 
anciently the language of all the province of Dernbea, which 
has here its fouthern boundary. The air of Dingleber is 
excellent, and the profped one of the moft beautiful in 
Abyffinia; on the one fide you. have a diftind view of the 
lake Tzana and all its iflands; on the north, the peninfula 
of Gorgora, the former refidence of the Jefuits, where too are 
the ruins of the king’s palace. On the north of the lake 
you have a diftant profped of Dara, and of the Nile eroding 
that lake, preferving diftindiy the trad of its ftream un¬ 
mixed with the reft of the water, and iftuing out to form 
what is called the fecond catarad at Alata, all places fixed 
in our mind by the memory of former diftrelles. On the 
fouth-eaft, we have a diftant view of the flat country of 
Maitflia, for the moft part covered with thick trees, and black 
like a foreft ; farther on the territory of Sacala, one of the 
diitrids of the Agows, near which are the fountains of the 
Nile, the objed of all my wifhes ;, and clofe behind this, the 
high mountains of Amid. Amid, which furroi\nded them 
in two femicircles like a new moon, or amphitheatre, and 
feem by their fhape to deferve the name of mountains of 
the moon, fuch as was given by antiquity to mountains, 
in the neighbourhood of which the Nile was fuppofed to 
rifle,. 


At 
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At Dingleber I overtook my fervants, who were difpofed 
to ftop there for that night. They had been very much op- 
preJTed by troops of wild Galla, who never having feen 
white men, could not refrain indulging a troublefome cu- 
riofity, without indeed doing any harm, or Chewing any 
figns of infolence; this, however, did not hinder my Ser¬ 
vants from being terrified, as neither I nor any prote&or 
was near them. 1 refolved to avoid the like inconvenience, 
by proceeding further, .as I knew the next day the main 
body of thefe favages would be up with tts at Dingleber; 
and I rather wi£hed to be at the point where our two roads 
feparated, than pafs a whole day in fuch company. It is true, 
I was under no fort of apprehension, for I perceived Fafil’s 
horfe driven before us commanded all neceflary refpeft, 
and Zor Woldo had no occafion to exert himfelf at all. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon we left Dingleber, and 
at feven palled a great river at eight in the evening we 
crofted two inconfiderable fireams, and came to a collection 
of fmall villages, called Degwafta: here we entered into fome 
narrow defiles between mountains, covered to the very top 
with herbage, and bruihwood ; it was a delightful night, 
and we were refolved to make the moll of it. On every fide 
of us we heard Guinea fowls, of which the woods here are 
full. At half pall nine we halted a little, juft leaving the 
narrow pafies, and entering upon the plain. The diftriCl is 
called Sankraber. I found myfelf exceedingly fatigued, and 
flept a good half hour upon the ground. 

At half pall ten we began our joiimey anew, palling im¬ 
mediately the fmall village of Wainadega, famous for the 
decifive battle fought between king Claudius and the Moor 
4 Gragne, 
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Gragnfc, where the'letter -'w$s flaii^ and an end, for a time, 
put to the moft difaftrous war that ever Abyflinia was en¬ 
gaged in. At half after elevenwe palled Guanguera on our 
kft hand; it is a collection of many villages, rat about tea 
miles diftance; aridarffiid-rdghtwe had fiegwafla on our 

_ • _ i j 'tilLi • ^-5L <#**‘*1 i 


right, and Gtmti^aera Oii our 


Jtwelve we 

again refted at^pu|%leo^a fmall ]^yer,t)f whichlknow not 
the name: we w^nbw in. the fiatcountry of h^aitlha, de¬ 
scending very ge^y ^uthwac^ Af^ree cpraffters part one 
in the nmrning^G$the firftrbj^ alighted- at two 

fmall villages* jhf£liiiifta$ about 500 

yards froth the|w^tt^^ front of our army,.; 

near the. 
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Jemma* we offeredJafil bat&eat LipijQur, which was the 
place we were how again come, bat in.better. health and 
fpirits than before.. 


when, after paffipg the; 
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Shalara AVold &i upoh my obfirmng to him tha^F was> 
happy to fee the people again radfing their houfes which 
Michael had deftroyed, faid, with a barbarous kin&of fmile, 
“ Aye, and fo am I too; for if thofe tiro visages had not been 
built, we fhould have had no fire-wood at Kllti to-night;” by 
which he meant, that the Galla, who were behind him, and; 
whofe next ftation was the banks of the river Kelti, would 
pull down all the new-built houfes, in order to carry fire¬ 
wood along with them ; and indeed we faw traces of fome 
houfes which had been newly built, and ftill as newly de~ 
ftroyed, the wood of which, partly kindled, and partly lyjng 
on the ground, ferved us for our fire that night at Kelti. I 
found myfelf exceedingly indifpofed, and could fcarcely 
force on a couple of hours further, when we dime to the 
Vql.JII* 2 Y, banjta* 
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bafak^JI-thc/ili# ia.the mom*. 

. . 

.. The SfefftXg^^ 
deep* thoi^ itmjtaOT 

11 I Mi ft n r i *££-i_J5«fe' 

fiderableriver< 

u| th? highland 

n.- . /<■. -iiJHi’S. ; *•* J" 

ftttams, 


t;wi8 four feet 
* ' 11 ^ the Kel- 
T le&by acon- 
^ jp the'weft ward 
and both thefe 
below. The 


banks, offhisi^^ 
the earth foofi^lSi^w^ 
it is a red bole ol^a; 
afcenton the -othec. 
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datagerous, 
into, theft ream; 
ttom, too, and the 
the Water, though trou¬ 


bled'and wdl-.t&fted. ? We faw 

light's and'fibes v had begun 

to unloofe the^fenf^he^i^wei^ad^fi'Wilage,' by two 
Galla op foot, armed' whhfe*e& and fields*, that we 
flioujg encamp dfee, aV cur Tories ind mules would 
probably be ftolen, feut defiring us to pafs ;the river forth¬ 
with, pitt:hojirleBt^pn^ theih. 


■ I Asked Shat^fcaJ 
wei 4 ' : an 


who thefe-were? He faid, they 
tleta Yafc^as, who had taken 
upthat ground for the head-quarters tomorrow; that they 
were all Galla.uhder a famous paftifan, a robber, called the 
Jumper ; and, by the bye, he added, fpeaking foftly in my 
ear, that there wa&not a greater thief or murderer in all 
the^country of the Galla.! I-paid him my compliments up¬ 
on the judicious choice he had made of a companion and 
a prote&or for us: to which be anfwered, laughing. 
The hettpi^Sthe better; you ftiall fee how it is the bet¬ 
ter. As was neccflary to load the mules again, the tent 

and 
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Hfid baggage having been taken off before we could pafs 
the river, we all fet to work with very ill will, being excef- 
iively fatigued with a long journey and want of fleep. No 
foonerhad ShalakaWoldo perceived this,than by two whittles 
upon his fingers, and a yell, he brought above fifty people to 
our afliftance; the baggage was paffed intrae moment, and 
in another ray two tents were pitched* which is a work thefe 
people are very dexterous at, and well acquaintedwith. 

As foon as we had encamped, we found that the reafon 
we were not left alone on the other fide of the river was, 
that thofe of the Galla who returned pulled down all the 
villages for fire-wood, and plundered the houfes, though 
they were Galla like themfelves, and of Fafil’s party ; and 
thefe again, driven from their houfes, robbed of all they 
had except their lance and {hield, followed the ftragglers, 
and wreaked their vengenance upon thofe whom they 
-could furjprife, or were not too numerous for them. 

I was fcarcely laid down to fleep, when a fervant, and 
■with him Zor Woldo, were fent to me from the Jumper: 
they brought us a bull of an enormous fize, but not very 
fat; though we were all pretty keen in point of appetite, 
the flock of provifion fent us feemed to defy our utmoft 
endeavours, but we were fure of afliftants enough ; fo the 
bull was immediately killed and fkinned. In the mean 
time, I took a fliort, but very refrefliing fleep, being rcfol- 
ved to refume my journey with the fame diligence till we 
had got to the point where we might feparate from the ar¬ 
my, which is at a place called Roo, where a large market is 
kept by the Agows, in whofe country it is, and rel’orted 
to by all the neighbouring inhabitants. 

3 Ya 
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About ten o*clock I waited-upon our commander in 
chief the Jumper; he feemed very much embarraffed at 
the vifit, was quite naked, having only a towel about his 
loins, and hadbeenwaihing hktefelf in theKelti, to very little 
ptirpofe as I thought, forhewas then rubbing his arms and 
body over with ihehed tallow ;&is hair had been abun¬ 
dantly anointed befort; and a matt was-then finilhing his 
head-drefs by plaiting it with fome of the long aad fenail 
guts of an ox, which I did hot perceive had ever been clean¬ 
ed ; and he had already^put about his neck two rounds of 
the fathe, in the mattner of a necklace, or rather a folitaire, 
one end of them hanging dhufifc to the pit of his ftomach, 
Our converfation was heithe^long nor interefting; I was 
overcome with the difegreeafcleftnell of blood and carrion: 
he did not uisderftand oile woldrof Amharic, Geez, or any 
other language but Galla; he afked no queftions, and fhew- 
ed no fort of curiofiry. Woldo, on the other hand, informed 
liimfelf from him of every tiling he wanted to know. 

This Jumper was tall and lean, very fharp faced, with a 
long nofe, fmall eyes and prodigious large ears; he never 
looked you in the face, but was rolling his eyes conftantly 
round and round, and never fixing them upon any thing: 
he refembled very much a lean keen greyhound ; there was 
no fternnefs nor command in his countenance, but a cer¬ 
tain look that feemed to exprefs a vacancy of mind, like 
that of an idiot. With this he was allowed on all hands 
to be the moft cruel, mercilefs murderer and fpoilcr of all 
the Galla. He was very a&ive on horfcback, and very in¬ 
different about food or deep. I made him a fmall prefent, 
which he took with great indifference; only told Woldo, 
that if I meant it to pay for the bull he had lent me, it 

was 
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was necdlefs, for it was given me by Faiil’s order, and coft 
him nothing. 

There we learned, that on our way we fhould meet a 
party of about 200 men, who had been font by Fafil to take 
pofleflion of a poft before we came to Roc* left, having in¬ 
telligence of us, fome of the Maitfha people, whofe houfes 
had been deftroyed, might follow us when we were parted 
from the army# The jumper told us that his brother had the 
command of that party, that they were all Galla of Fad’s 
own nation, under his brother, who was ealled the Lamb, and 
who was juft fuch a murderer and robber as himfeif. I 
was juft rifing to go out of his tent when Zor Woldo, who 
was fitting behind me, informed me, there were news 
from Gondar. I afked him how he knew that ? He faid, he 
heard the people fay fo from without. A fudden trepida¬ 
tion now feized me, as I was afraid of fome new trick, or 
obftacle, which might impede the journey, the acconiplilh- 
ment of which I fo much longed for. 

Upon going towards my tent I was met by Strates, and 
another Greek, with a fervant of Ozoro Either, with whom 
I was well acquainted: they had left Fafil at Bamba, whofe 
wild Galla were not yet all difmified, and he himfeif feemed 
not determined whether he Ihould go to Gondar or not., 
They told me that all was in confufion atGondar; that Gufho 
of Amhara, and Powufien of Begemder, had been there, and 
brought fome trifle of money, for a mere pretence, to that 
wretch Socinios, whom the Iteghe unadvifedly had confent- 
edto make king; having called Fafil, Gufho, and Powuflcr 
together to reconcile them, that, united, they might attack 
Michael. The queen herfelf had been reconciled to Socinios, 
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who led the life of a drunkard, a ruffian, and a profligate, 
but her chief fears were that Michael fhould return, the 
probability of which increafed daily. 

As for Falil, he had hitherto anfwered the queen’s invi¬ 
tation to Gondar cvafively, fometimes by complaining that 
Gufho and Powuflen had come to Gondar before, him, and 
that Guflio was made Ras; at other times fending peremp¬ 
torily to them to leave Gondar, and return to their provin¬ 
ces, or he would, burn the town about their cars: and the 
laft me-ilage, the day before they left the capital was, that 
he was then on his m arch towards Gondar, and con fen ted 
to Gufho and Powuflen’s flaying; but as thefe two chiefs 
had great reafon to fufpedt that he was in correfpondcnce 
with the king and Ras Michael in Tigre, as it was known 
to them that he had fomented difturbances both in Begem- 
der and Amhara, they had gone with Socinios to Kofcam, 
without drums beating, or. any fort of parade whatever, and, 
after taking leave, had the next day fet out to their refpec- 
tive provinces. Upon another meflage from Falil, they had 
agreed to return to Gondar, and leave their army at Emfras; 
but their troops, finding themfelves fo near, haddifbanded, 
and returned to their homes, leaving Gufho and Powuflen at¬ 
tended only by their houfehold fervants, who, finding them¬ 
felves in danger, and that Fafil was actually advancing fe- 
cretly, left Gondar and feparated. 

Ozoro Esther’s fervant (Guebra Mariam) likewife told 
me, that Michael, as he believed, waited for nothing hut 
fome arrangement with Fafil, for that he had no enemy re¬ 
maining on the eaft of the Tacazz£; that his intention was 
to return by the way of Lafta, not willing to rilk the many 
i difficult 
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difficult paflages in Woggora, a country full of hardy troops, 
inveterate enemies to the Ras, and where Ay to Tesfos of 
Samen had occupied all the defiles, and was refolved to dis¬ 
pute every poll with him; it was well known, however, that 
the palles through the mountain of LaHa* were more dan¬ 
gerous and difficult than thofe of Woggora and'Lamalmon; 
in a word, Guigarr, chief of the clan of Lafta (caUed Waag) 
poflefled a ftrong-hold in thofe mountains, where many an 
Abyflinian army had perillied, and where it was abfolutely 
impoflible to proceed bur with the confent and connivance of 
that clan, or tribe; and tho’this Guigarr had been Michael’s 
enemy ever fince the war of Mariam Bttrea, peace was now 
concluded between them, the Ras having fet Guigarr’s bro¬ 
ther at liberty, who had been fome time a prifoner, and 
was taken in an incurfion which the people of Waag had 
made into Tigre: excepting this pafs in the mountains of 
Lafta, all the ground was even from thence to Tigre ; the 
territory of Gcruliou, indeed, through which the army was 
to march for four days, was very ill-provided with water; 
it was inhabited by Galla, whom Michael had fuffered to 
fettle there, to be as a barrier between Tigre, Lafta, and Be- 
gemder; but this clan was perfectly at his command, fo ail 
was ealy and fecure if Guigarr only remained faithf ul. 

After giving time to Guebra Mariam to rcfrefli himfelf, 
F took him alone into the tent to hear Ozoro Eflhcr’s mef- 
fage: fhe had been ailing after my leaving Gondar, had 
had a flow fever, which very much aiTctftcd her nerves, and 
was now alarmed at a fymptom which was but the cfTecft of 
weaknefs, llartling, or involuntary contra&ion of her legs 
and arms, or a kind of convulfion, which frequently a- 
wakened her out of her fleep. This lhe thought was a fure 

fore. 
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forerunner of death; and adjured me, by every claim of 
friendfbip that fhe had upon me, to return ere it would be 
top, late, . She, moreover, pledged berfelf that her nephew. 
Aytp pf Gojaro, ffiould immediately carry me to the, head 
of the Nile the moment Ihe was recovered. Upon clofer inter¬ 
rogation, I found that, being abandoned as it were entirely 
to Faffs diferetion, by the retreat of Gulho and PowufTen her 
friends, and the abfence of her hufband Has Michael, die 
dreaded falling into the hands of Fafil, who, die well knew, 
was acquainted how adtiye die had been in inftigating Mi¬ 
chael to avenge the blood of her late hufband Mariam Barea, 
by'the efTufion of that of every Galla unfortunate enough 
to fall into his hands. Bdid£f, the part her mother the 
Iteghe had a&ed in fettling that wretch Sociniqs upon the 
throne, gave her the very befl-founded apprehenfions that 
Michael’s refentmeiit would have np bounds; and he had de¬ 
clared fo by frequent medages, (the laft a very brutal one) 
that he would hang Socinios, and her mother the Iteghe, with 
their heads downmofl, upon the fame tree, before the king’s 
lioufe, the very day that he entered Gondar. It was well 
known, befides, to his wife Ozoro Eflher, and to the whole 
kingdom, that his performance upon thefe occafions never 
fell ihort of his threatnings. From all this, and a great fen- 
dbility of mind, Ozoro Eflher, worn out by her late ficknefs, 
and by want of deep, cxercife, and nourifhment, had fallen 
into a very dangerous fituation, and of a very difficult cure, 
even though the caufe was perfectly known. 

I shall not trouble the reader with what paffed in my 
mind at this jun<5ture. I do believe the purfuit 1 was then 
engaged in was the only one which I would not have in- 
dandy abandoned upon fuch a fummons. Befides the fin- 

; 3 cere 
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cere attachment I had myfelf to her, as one of the moft, 
lovely and amiable women in the world; ffie was the mo¬ 
ther of my moft intimate friend Ay to Confu, and the wife of 
Ras Michael, over whom ffie had every day more and more 
influence, and I had long fufpeCted that the young king, 
my conftant benefactor, had contracted a decided tender- 
nefs for her. To have returned, would have been nothing 
had the danger or trouble been much greater; but it was 
obvioufly impoflible another opportunity fhould offer; the 
country was now on the point of being plunged into a de¬ 
gree of diforder greater than that which had occaiioned 
the retreat of the king to TigrC. I therefore refolved to run 
the rilk of continuing for a time under the imputation of 
the fouleft and bafeft of all fins, that of ingratitude to 
my benefactors; and I am confident, had it been the will 
of heaven that I had died in that journey, the confideration 
of my lying with apparent reafon under that imputation 
would have been one of the moft bitter reflections of my 
laft moments. Having, therefore, taken my refolution, I 
acquainted Guebra Mariam that an immediate return was 
abfolutely impoflible; but that I ffiould endeavour, with 
the utmoft of my power, to make a fpeedy one; in the 
mean time, I fent word to the Greek prieft (who was a fort 
of phyfician) how he was to proceed in the interim during 
my abfence. 

We had now left Maitffia by crofling the river Kclti. I 
fliall only add, to what I have already faid, that it is a very 
fruitful country, but fo flat that the water with difficulty 
runs off after the tropical rains, and this occafions its being 
for feveral months unhealthy. Several tribes of Galla, from 
the fouth of the Nile, were fettled here by Yafous the Great, 
Vol. III. 3 Z and 
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and his fon David, as a defence for the rich countries of 
the Agows, Damot, Gojam, and Dembea, againft the defo- 
lations and inroads of the wild Galla their countrymen, from 
whom they had revolted; they confift of ninety nine fami¬ 
lies ; and it is a common faying among them, that the de¬ 
vil holds the hundreth part for his own family, as there is 
nowhere elfe to be found a family of men equal to any of 
the ninety-nine. It has been fometimes conneded with 
Gojam, oftener with Damot and the Agows, who were at 
this time under the government of FafiL 

Tbe houfes in Maitftia are of a very lingular conftrac* 
tion : the firft proprietor has a field, which he divides into 
three or four, as he pleafes, (fuppofe four) by two hedges 
made of the thorny blanches of the acacia-tree. In the 
corner, or interfedion of the two hedges, he begins his low 
hut, and occupies as much of the angle as he pleafes. Three 
Other brothers,perhaps,occupy each of the three other angles; 
behind thefe tbeir children place their houfe, and indole the 
end of their father’s by another, which they make generally 
Ihorter thanthe firft, becaufe broader. After they have raifed 
as,many houfes as they pleafe, they furround the whole with 
a thick and almoft impenetrable abbatis, or thorny hedge, 
and all the family are under one roof, ready to affilt each 
other on the firft alarm; for they have nothing to do but 
every man to look out at his own door, and they are clofe in 
a body together, facing every point that danger can polli- 
bly come from. They arc, however, fpcedily deflroyed by 
a ftronger enemy, asSve cafily found, for we had only to fet 
the dry hedge, and the canes that grew round it, on fire, 
which communicated at once to the houfes, chiefly confid¬ 
ing of dry ftraw. Such is their terror of the fmall-pox, 

which 
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which comes here feldom more frequently than once in fif¬ 
teen or twenty years; that when one of thefe houfes is taint¬ 
ed with the difeafe, their neighbours, who know it will 
infe& the whole colony, furround it in the night, and 
fet fire to it, which is confumed in a minute, whilft 
the unfortunate people belonging to it (who would endea¬ 
vour to efcape) are unmercifully thruft back with lan¬ 
ces and forks into the flames by the hands of their own 
neighbours and relations, without an inftance of one ever 
being fuffered to furvive. This to us will appear a barba¬ 
rity fcarcely credible: it would be quite otherwife if we 
faw the fituation of the country under that dreadful vifita- 
tion of the fmail-pox ; the plague has nothing in it fo ter¬ 
rible. 

The river Kelti has excellent filh, though the Abyflinians 
care not for food of this kind ; the better people eat fome 
fpecies in the time of Lent, but the generality of the com¬ 
mon fort are deterred by paiTages of icripture, and diftinc- 
tions in the Mofaic law, concerning i'uch animals as are 
clean and unclean, ill underilood ; they are, befides, exceed¬ 
ingly lazy, and kqow nothing of nets ; neither have they 
the ingenuity we fee in other lavages of making hooks or 
lines : in all the time I ftaid, 1 never faw one Abyllinian 
fifher engaged in the employment in any river or lake. 

At Kelti begins the territory of Aroofli: it is in faft the 
fouihmolt diviiion of Maitflia, on the weft-fide of the Nile : 
it is not inhabited, however, by Galla, but by Abyflini¬ 
ans, a kindred of the Agow. When therefore we palled 
the river Kelti, we entered into the territory of Aroofli, 
bounded on the north by that river, as it is on the fouth 
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by the Allar, the Arooffi running through the midft of that 
diftriCt. . 

My anxiety to lofe no time in this journey had determi¬ 
ned me to fet out this afternoon. I had for this purpofe dif- 
patched Ozoro Efther’s fervant, but when we began to ftrike 
pur tents, we were told neither be aft nor man was capable 
of going farther that day} in a word, the forced march that 
we had made of 29 miles without reft, and with but little 
food, had quite jaded our mules; our men, too, who carried 
the quadrant, declared, that,without a night’s reft, they could 
proceed no farther; we were then obliged to make a virtue 
ofnecefKty, and to confefs, that, ftnce we could go no farther, 
we were in the 'moll convenient halting place poilible, ha¬ 
ving plenty of both food and water, and as to protection, we 
had every reafon to be fatisfied that we were mafters of the 
country in which we were encamped. It was generally 
agreed therefore to relax that day. 1 fet afide an hour to put 
thefe memoirs in order, and then joined our fervants, who, 
on fuch occafions, are always our companions, and who 
had provided a fmall horn full of fpirits, and a jar full of 
beer, or bouza, by offering fome trifling prefent to our com¬ 
mandant the Jumper , who was much more tenacious of his 
drink than his meatwe fvram and dabbled with great delight 
in the Kelti, where are neither crocodiles nor gomari; llept 
a little afterwards, and retired into the tent to a fupper, which 
would have been a chearful one could 1 have forgot that 
Ozoro Efther was fuffering. 

Wx now began to difeufs the motive that had induced 
•u* friend Strates again to tempt the danger of the ways. 
This Angular fellow, as we learned from Guebra Mariam, 
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a& well as from his ownconfeflion, repented of his refolution 
as foon as we were gone, and had determined on foot to fol- 

* us, when he heard of this opportunity of Ozoro Efther’s 
int being fent on a meflage, and that prinefife was fo 
well pleafed with his anxiety tiyat flje ga|fe him a mule that 
he might not retardher fervant. 


This Gfeelt Jtad knowh Falil intimately; both when he 
was a private man in Kafmati Efefs and, afterwards, 

when he wife governor of Damot^fcr he>$jjp' r a fervant in 
the palace wh^i Joa^was king, as all theGreeks were; had 
a company of frifileefs, and ojji* $r two other fmall appoint¬ 
ments, all of wnich were tak^ from hi%" and from moft of 
the other Greeks, upon,the death qf the dwarf, who, I be¬ 
fore mentioned was (hot on thefide#f JRas Michael by an 
unknown hand upon his arrival at Oondar. He now 
lived upon the charity of thequeen mother, and'what he 
picked up by his buflFoonefy among thegreat mch at’court. 
We found that in Shalaka Woldo we hadgot a man of more 
undemanding than our friend $trates, but much about bis 
equal in mimicry and bufFoonerj\ 


% 




v. iil 3 z 


CHAP. 



ss° 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 




it inil>l> i j>’^ 


CS/tP.XL 

V ’ ’ . . • ■ 

v :'K' * 

Continue our Joumey^-FcSt m xvttj? a Tarty of Galla—Prove ou* 
Friend jt — Ba/s the JSSt^^rrive at. Gwtto, amt viJU tbejirft Gataraft* 

’ V 

^*\N the fiecond of November, at fcvenin the morning we 
Vjl^ purfucd our; journey in a dire&ion fouthward, and: 
palled the church of Boflton Abbo; ever memorable to us as 
belng tfte ftation of Fafif in May, when he intended to cut 
us off after our paffage of the Nile* This brought on a con- 
• vei&tkm with oiir guide Woldo, who had been prefent with 
Fafil at his camf Behind this church, and afterwards when 
Michael offeredhim battle at Limjour, he was there attend¬ 
ing his matter* He faid, that the army of Welleta Yafous 
was above 1 . 2,000 ftrong; that they were intending to attack, 
theking at the ford, and had no doubt of doing it fucceft- 
fiilly, as they imagined the King and Ras Michael, with part 
of both horfe and foot, would pafs early, but the reft with dif¬ 
ficulty and danger; it was at that inftant Welleta Yafous was 
to fall upon thofe that remained with Kefla Yafous, on the 
other fide of the Nile, in that confufion in which they necef- 

faiily 
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farily rauft be. Fafil then, with above 3000 horfc, and a 
large body of foot, was ready to inclofe both Ras Michael 
and the King, and to have taken them prifoners ; nothing 
could fall out more exa&ly* as it was planned, than this did; 
the king’s black horfe,and the other horfe of his houfehold, 
had taken poflefllon of the ford, till the King, the Ras, and 
the greateft part of the Tigre. mufqueteers,. under Guebra 
Mafcal, had palled. 

On the other hand, Kefla Yafous, who had the charge of 
the rear, and the palling the mules, tents, and baggage, find¬ 
ing fo many ftragglers conftantly coming in, had determin¬ 
ed to wait on that fide till day-light: this was the moment 
that would have decided the fate of our army; all was fa¬ 
tigue and defpondency; but Welleta Yafous having lin¬ 
gered with the army of execution, and in the mean time 
the priefts having been examined, and the fpics detected, 
the moment Kefla Yafous began his march to Delakus, the 
favourable inftant was loft to Fafil, and all that followed 
was extremely dangerous to him ; for, before Welleta Ya¬ 
fous arrived, Kefla Yafous had pafled the Nile, and was 
ftrongly polled with his mufquctry, fo that Welleta Yafous 
durft - not approach him, and this gave Kefla Yafous an op¬ 
portunity of detaching the bell or frelheft of his troops to 
reinforce Michael, whom Fafil found already an overmatch 
for him at Limjour, when he was forced to retreat before 
the king, who very willingly offered him battle: add to this, 
that Welleta Yafous was not acquainted how hear this junc¬ 
tion of Kefla Yafous with Ras Michael might be, nor where 
Fafil was, or whether or not he had been beaten. Woldo 
pretended to know nothing of the fpy whom we had left 
hanging on the tree at the ford when Kefla Yafous march¬ 
ed ; 



55* 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


cd; but he laid all the blame upon the priefts, of whofe 
information he was perfectly inftru&ed. 

At three quarters after ten in the morning we paired 
the fmall river Aroofli, which either gives its name to, or 
receives it from the diflriCt through which it pailes: it 
falls into the Nile about four miles below; is a dear, fmall, 
brilk dream; its banks covered with verdure not to be de- 
feribed. At half an hour before noon we came to Roo; it is 
a level fpace, fliaded round with trees in a fmall plain, 
where the neighbouring people of Goutto, Agow, and 
Maitiha hold a market for hides, honey, butter, and all 
kinds of cattle. Gold too is brought by the Agows from 
the neighbouring Shangalla; all the markets in Abyffinia 
are held in fuch places as this in the open fields, and un¬ 
der the fhade of trees: every body, while he is there, is fafe 
under the protection of the government where that mar¬ 
ket is kept, and no feuds or private animoiities mud be re- 
fented there; but they that have enemies mud take care of 
themfelves in coming and goingj for then they are at their 
own rifle. 

* t 

In the dry bed of a river, at the foot of a fmall wood 
before you afeend the market-place at Roo, we found the 
Lamb, our friend the Jumper's brother, concealed very much 
like a thief in a hole, where we might eafily have palled 
him unnoticed; we gave him fome tobacco, of which he 
was very fond, and a few trifles. We alked him what ques¬ 
tions we pleafed about the roads, which he anfwered plain¬ 
ly, fhortly, and difcreetly; he allured us no Maitiha peo¬ 
ple had palled, not even to the market, and this we found 
afterwards was driCtly true; for fuch as had intelligence 
4 that 
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that hC "and his party were on that road, did not venture 
from home with their goods, fo that the day before, which 
had been that of the market, no one chofe to run the rifk 
of attending it. 

Woldo was ; very eloquent ih praife Of tbis officer the 
Lamb; he fatid fed had \ grpal 1 d$d morcTiuihanity than his 
brotSer,and when he ma&e an inroad into Gojam, pr any 
parr of Abyflinia, he never murdered any women, not even 
thofe that were with child ; a conad^cufto^it feems pre¬ 
vailing among all thd' Galla. I'&fogratu&fe! him upon 
this great inftar^ of%is humanity, which he took very, 
gravely, as i! ifawtfly intended; he told mb that it was he 
that attacked Hidhaers horfe at Limjourf and added, that, 
had k been any other, Ayto Wolleta MSfehaei’s life would 
not have been fpqdfetf wh^it he was raxen prifoner. That 
want of curiofity, Inat^ntfbn, ahd abfolute indifference for 
new objects, which Was nlsiarkajjle in the Jumper, was 
very plainly difcernible in this chieftain likewife, and Teems 
.to be a chara&eriitic of the nation. ■ 

I asked Woldo what became of tkofe 4^ Galla who had 
their eyes pulled out, after the battle of Fagttta, by Michael, 
on his return to Gondar. • Not one of them, faid he, ever 
came into his own country, *!k was reported the hyaena ate 
them upon the Angrab, where they were turned put to 
llarve. 1 faved three of them, faid I. Yes, anfvvered he, and 
others might have been faved too: and then added, in a low 
voice, the hyaenas eating them at the Angrab was a dory 
contrived for .the Galla; but we that are Fafil's fervilats 
know they were made away with by his order in Maitflia 
and the Agow country, that none of them might be feen ip 
Yol. III. 4 A their 
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their own provinces to terrify the reft of their clans by the 
mangled appearance they then bore; for this .was ft as JVii- 
cha«l!s intention in disfiguring them, and yet leaving 
them alive; to prevent therefore the fuccefs of this fcheme, 
Fail put them tp death in their way before they reached 
their own country. I coflfefs I was ftruck at the fincil'e 
which completed Waragn* iFa61’s charaftee in my mind. 
iS^hat, faid I, kill his -oprn people taken prifoners whilft 
fighting for him, becaufc their enemies had cruel¬ 

ly deprivedjsftwm Ofdpfcir fight! indeed,Woldo, that is 
not credible " O ho, 'Hiitfp he, but it is true; your Galla 
are not like ocher men, they doj&ot talk about what is 
crael and what is not; they do juft what is for their 
own good, what is reafonable, and think no more of 
the matter. Ras Michael, fays he, would make an excellent 
Galla; and do not y%u believe«tbat hewould do any cruel 
*&ion which my mafter Fafil Wou^ not perpetrate on the 
fame provocation, and to anfiwer the fame pwrpofe ? 

It now occurred to me why the three Galla, whom 1 had 
maintained atGondar, had conftantly refuted to, return in¬ 
to their own country with the many tafia opportunities 
which at time* had pretented, to them, efpecially iince 
the king’s retreat to Tigre; neither had i obierved any de¬ 
fine in fatil’s fervants, who .-eft cation ally came to Gondar, 
of helping to reftore thele unfortunate men to their coun¬ 
try, becaufc they knew the fate that awaited them. 

Although the Lamb] and the other Galla his foldiers, paid 
very little attention, as 1 have, faid, to us, it was remarkable 
sp, fee the t re/pedl they fhewed Fafil’s horl'e; the gicateft 
jpjtof them, one by one, gate him handfuls of barley, and 
♦ ’ the 
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the Lamb himfelf had a long and ferious converfation with 
him; Woldo told me it was all lpent in regretting the horfe’s 
ill-foitune, and Faid’s cruelty, in having bellowed him up¬ 
on a white fian, who would not feed him, or ever let him 
return to Bizamo. Bizamo is a country of Galla' foutln of 
the Nile, after it makes its fon^moft and has fur- 
rounded the kingdom of Gojam. I was better ptealed with 
this genuine mark of kindnefs to, the horfe, than all the 
proofs of humanity Woldo had attributed to his chieftain 
for not frequently putting to death pregnant women. When 
I remarked this. Bad men! bad men! all of them, fays Wol¬ 
do ; but your Ras Mich§el will be among them one of thefe 
days, and pullaUfheireyes out again; and fo much the better. 

At Roo we left the direft road whic% leads to Bure, the 
refidence of «the governor of Damot, towards which place 
the route of the army was directed; fo I took leave, as I hoped, 
for ever of my brethren the Galla, but Rill continued to 
drive the horfe before me. We turned our face now diredlly 
upon the fountains of the Nile, which Jay S. E. by SL ac¬ 
cording to the compafs. At a quarter before noon we faw 
the high (harp-pointed mountain of Temhua, (landing 
(ingle in the form of a cone, at about i8 miles diftance, and 
behind this the mountain of Banja, the place where Fafil 
almoft exterminated the Agows in a battle (bon after his 
return to Bure, and to revenge which the king’s laft fatal 
campaign was undertaken in Maitflia, terminated by his 
retreat to Tigre. 

Here Strates,whilft amufing himfelf in the wood in fearch 
of new birds and beads for our colle&ion of" natural hif- 
tory, fired his gun at one of the former, diftinguKhed by 

4 A * the 
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the bteauty irid variety* of its plumage. I ftopt to make at 
rotlgh fketch of it, which might be fmifhed at more leifure i: 
' this ; %as fcarcely done, and we fcgain moving'fbrwards on 
oui^jbufney', when We heard atbnfttfion of fhrijl, barbarous 
crUs, anfl prcftntly fftwa'bfcfciber of horfemen pouring 
down upon lances dfted up'in a pofture 

ready to grWafel ^a^wwody 

fad uneven, ibr they c did »6fcs$|al2e the fpeedhtti? fcnhed 
tb defirfc, and "to put “buriWN^sf upon ! <our 

defence £((«%£* mufquett, ahdblfcndefbuffes in 

bur hahds, behind our baggage. ^Vfebio 4 &n feverai paces 
towards them,%ipwilig them by tbbe friends, even 

before he had Mn them, Which-Wa$, Fafik 4 U, Fahl ali— 
there is mne but FaJtlHiQt commands hen . Updtl ‘RUfig uf ‘ With¬ 
out any marks ll^fcbmptyflire, they dll^opt with ^ 
and hy him we learned that waU'&e jfltrty we had 
paffetl commabded^by the £aj$VWho, after we had left him, 
had heard that five-Agow hbmhten had pafftd between the 
armyafid his 'jfetrrr; and froth the fliot fee had feared they 
might have attempted fometiiing againft Us, and he- had 
thereupon come to : our affiftanoewith ail afeeJpeed pofi- 

fible. . v - ‘ 

, _* * > 

‘ Thus did wefee that this man, who; atcordingto our 
^dfeas*, feemed irtiinderftandihg inferior to moftof the brute 
Weatidn, had yer, in executing his orders* a difeerrtmenr* 
punttuality, activity,; and fenfe ofdtKy, equal*to any Chrifx 
thin officer who Ihould have had a like Gommiflion ] ha 
aowP appeared to us in'a quite different light than when 
We fir ft had' met him; and his inattention, whenwwe'were 
wish•%$&,’the more agreeable, as it left us at our entire 
hbetfy^ without teaming or molefting us, when he could be 

off 
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of no real fervice, as every Amharic foldier would have 
done. On the other hand, his alacrity and refolution, in 
die moment he thought us in danger,cxhibitedhirnto our 
view- as having on botlvoccafions j aft the qualities we could 
have dcfired. We now, therefore, fhewed him the ymoft 
civility, Spread a table-cloth qu the by the brook, 

mixed our. honey andhquidbutter together in a plate, and 
laiij plenty of teff bread, befidq .\u We invited tfte ,Lamb to 
fit down and breakfaib with ij^.wfaich he did, each of us 
dipping our, hand with pieces qf^read Ornately into the 
diih which contained the honey s but Straces, whofe heart 
was open, for he felt very gratefully the Lamb’s attention 
to fave hiqpi from being murdered by the Agows, pulled out 
a large piece of raw beef, part of the bullock we killed at 
Kelt!, which be had perfectly clearetbfopm all incumbrance 
of bones, this hegave to the Lamb, defiring him to divide 
it among his men, which he did, keeping a very fmall pro¬ 
portion to himfelf, and-Which he ate before us. Drink wc 
had none, but die water of the brook that ran by, for my 
people had drafted all our other liquors at Kelti after X was 
in bed, wheu .they -were taking their leave of Guebra Ma¬ 
riam, Ororo Efther’s Servant* 

. Ft was now time to purfue our journey; and, to fhewour 
gratitud® for the real fervice this I.amb intended to have 
rendered us, I gave him four times the quantity of tobacco 
he had got before, and So in proportion of every other trifle; 
ail thefe he took with abfoiute indifference as formerly, 
much as if it had been all his own; he exprefled no fort of 
thanks cither in his words or in his countenance; only while 
at breakfaft £aid, that he was very much grieved that it had 
been*but a falfie alarm,, for he heartily defired that fome rob¬ 
bers* 
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bers really had attacked us, that he might have (hewn us how 
quickly and dexteroufly. he would have cut them to pieces 
though"there had been a hundred of them. I mention¬ 
ed to Woldo my obligations to the Lamb for Ins good willies, 
but that things were quite as well as they were ; that 1 had 
no fort of curiolity for fuch exhibitions, which l did not how¬ 
ever doubt he would have performed moft dexteroufly. 

We were now taking leave to 'proceed on our journey, 
and my fervant folding up the table-cloth, when the Lamb 
defired to fpeak to Woldo, and for the firft time ventured to 
make a requett, which was a very extraordinary one ; he 
begged that I would give him the table-cloth to cover his 
head, and keep his face from the fun. I could not help 
laughing within myfelf at the idea of preierving that beau¬ 
tiful complexion, from fun-burning; but I gave him the 
cloth very readily, which he accordingly fpread upon his 
head, till it covered half his face; he then got upon his horfe 
and rode quietly away. Before he went, he- detached fifteen 
men, Woldo faid he did not know where, but by what he 
had gathered, and the route they had taken, he was fure 
that detachment was meant for our fervice, and to protect 
us on the right of our route, not having yet fufficicntly 
quieted his own mind about the five Agows that palled be¬ 
tween the army and his poll the night we were at Ktki; thefe, 
however, being poorly mounted and armed, would not have 
found their account in meddling with us, though we had no 
wiflies to Ihcw our dexterity in dellroying them, as our friend 
the Lamb was lb defirous of doing, and we after difeovered 
they were not quite fodefpicable as they were represented, nor 
were they Agows. Ail this palled in much lei's time'than it is 
told. We were on horfeback again in little more than half 
f an 
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an hour; our friends were, like us, willing to meet and will¬ 
ing to parr, only I ordered Strates to fufpend liLs fh-ng l a* 
that day, leit it (hould procure us another interview, wlueh 
we by no means courted. 

We had halted by the fide of a fmail river which falls 
into the Aflar; and a lirtle before one o’clock we came to 
the Aflar itfelf. The Aflar, as I have already faid, is the 
fouthern boundary of Aroofli, as Kelti is the northern ; tmd 
as Aroofli is the fouthern difliidt: of Maitflia on the well fide 
of the Nile, it follows that the Aflar is the fouthern bounda¬ 
ry of Maitflia. 

On the other fide of this river begins the province of 
Goutto, which, according to the ancient rules of govern¬ 
ment before Ras Michael deftroyed all diftin&ions, depend¬ 
ed on the province of Damot; whereas Maitfha belonged to 
the t >flice of Betwudet fince Faiii had appropriated both to him- 
felf by force, as well as the whole country of the Arrows, 
which he had pofiefled by the fame title ever fincc the battle 
of Banja: the inhabitants of Goutto arc the ancient natives of 
that country ; they are not Galla as tflbfe of Maitflia, but 
much more civilized and better governed. The language of 
the Agowand t lie Amharic are the two chiefly fpoken in Gout¬ 
to, though there are dillant places towards the Jemma on the 
fide of the Nile, where they fpeak that of theFalafha likewife. 
The people in Goutto arc richer and better lodged than 
thofc of the neighbouring Maitflia; their whole country 
.is full of cattle of the largeftfize, exceedingly beautiful, and 
of all the different colours ; there are fome places likewife 
where their honey is excellent, equal to any. in the country 
of the Agows, but the greatefi quantity of it is of low price 

and 
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and of little efta*m;0#ing to the lupine flowers on which the 
bees feed, and of which a great quantity covers the whole 
face of the country.; this gives a birtemefs to the greateft part 
of the honey, and occafions, arthey believe, vertigo’s, or diz- 
zinefles, to thofe that eat it: the fame would happen with 
the Agows, did they-not take care to eradicate the lupines 

throughout their whole country; 

. «*. - ‘ * - 1 r 

Art this little * t e r rito ry of Ardoffi is by much the mrvft 
pleafant that we had fcCn in Abyllinia, perhaps it is equal 
to any thing the eafl: can produce; the whole is finely £hadcd 
with acacia-trees, T mean the acacia vera, or the Egyptian 
thorn, the tree Which, in the fultry parts of Africa, produces 
'the gum-arabic. Theft trees grow feldom above fifteen or 
fixteen feet high, then flatten and fpread wide at the top, 
and touch each other, while the trunks are far a funder, and 
under a vertical ftfn, leave you, many miles together, a free 
fpace to walk in a cool, delicidtis fhade. There is fcarce 
any tree hut this in Maidha; all Guanguera and Wain ad e- 
ga are full of them; but in thefe laft-mentioncd places, 
near the capital, where the country grows narrower, being 
confined between 4 he lake and the mountains, thefe trees 
are more, in the way of the march of armies, and are 
thinner, as being constantly cut down for fuel, and never 
replanted, or fiiffered to replace themfelves, which they o- 
therwife would do, and cover the whole face of the coun¬ 
try, as once apparently they did. The ground below thofe 
trees, all throughout Aroofli, is thick covered with lupines, 
almoft to the exclufion of every other flower; wild oats alf® 
grow up here fpontaneoufly to a prodigious height and 
fize, capable 0ften of concealing both the horfe and his 
nder, and fome of the ftalks being little lefs than an inch 
i ill 
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in circumference. They have, when ripe, the appearance 
of fmall canes. The inhabitants make no fort of ufe of 
this grain in any period of its growth: the uppermoft thin 
hulk of it is beautifully variegated with a changeable pur¬ 
ple colour; the talle is perfectly good. I often made the 
meal into cakes in remembrance of Scotland. 

The Abyflinians never could relifli thefe cakes, which they 
laid were bitter, and burnt their ftomachs, as alfo made them 
tliirfty. I do, however, believe this is the oat in its original 
flate, and that it is degenerated everywhere with us. The 
foil of this country is a fine black mould, in appearance like 
to that which compofes our gardens. The oat feems to de¬ 
light in a moift, watery foil; and, as no underwood grows 
under the fhadow of the trees, the plough pafies without 
interruption. As there is likewife no iron in their plough, 
(for is it all compofed of wood) the furrow is a very flight 
one, nor does the plough reach deep enough to be entang¬ 
led with the roots of trees ; but it is the north part of Mait- 
{ha, however, that is chiefly in culture; fouth of the Kelti 
all is pafture; a large number of horfes is bred here yearly, 
for it is the cuftom among the Galla to be all horfemen or 
graziers. 

All Aroofli is finely watered with fmall ftreams, though the 
Aflar is the largefl river we had feen except the Nile; it was 
about 170 yards broad and two feet deep, running over a bed 
of large ftoncs ; though generally through a flat and level 
country, it is very rapid, and after much rain fcarccly pafh 
able, owing to the height of its fource in the mountains 
of the Agows; its courfe, where we forded it,.is from fouth 

Vol. III. 4 B 'to 
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to north, but it foon turns to the north-eaft, and, after flowing 
five or fix miles, joins the Nile and lofes itfelf in that river. 

Immediately below this ford of the Aflar is a magnificent 
cafcade, or cataradt. I computed the perpendicular height 
of the fill to be above 20 feet, and the breadth of the ftream 
to be fomething more than 8©; but it is fo clofely covered 
’with trees or bulhes,and the ground fo uneven, that it needs 
great perfeverance and attention to approach it nearly with 
fafety; the ftream covers the rock without leaving any 
part of it vifible, and the whole river falls uninterrupted 
down with an incredible violence and noife, without being 
anyway broken or divided ; below this cataradt it becomes 
confiderably narrower, and, as we have faid, in this ftate runs 
on to joinr die Nile.. 

The ftrength of vegetation which the moifture of this 
river produces, fupported by the adtion of a veiy warm fun, 
is fuch as one might naturally expcdt from theory, though 
we cannot help being furprifed at the efFedts when we fee 
them before us, trees and flirubs covered with flowers of 
every colour, all new and extraordinary in their fliapes, 
crowded with birds of many uncouth forms, all of them 
richly adorned with variety of plumage, and Teeming to fix 
their refidence upon the banks of this river, without a de- 
firc of wandering to any diftance in the neighbouring fields : 
But as there is nothing, though ever fo beautiful, that has 
not 1'ome defedl or imperfedtion, among all thefe feathered 
beauties there is not one fongfter; and, unlefs of the rofe, 
•r jellamin kind, none of their flowers have any fmell; we 
hear indeed many fqualling noify birds of the jay kind, and 
We fixldtwo varieties of wild r.ofes, white and yellow, to which: 

1 may 
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folding me on each fide very attentively for fear of the 
holes; but the want of (hoes was very inconvenient, the 
pointed rocks and (tones at the bottom giving me feveral 
deep cuts on the foies of my feet; after this the beads were 
led all to the fame fide with myfelf, alfo one fervant was 
paded with the greateft care by thefe poor people. Woldo 
had tipt me the wink to crofs as they defired me : except 
my fingle gun, all the fire-arms and fervants remained with 
the baggage and Woldo; and now we foon faw what was 
his intention, and how well he underftood that the coun>- 
try he was in belonged to Fafil his mailer.. 

There were between twenty and thirty of the Agows, old 
and young^-fome of them armed with lances and (hields, 
and all of tllfem with knives. Woldo took his frnall fiick in 
one hand, fat down upon a green hillock by the ford with 
his lighted pipe in the other ; he ranged my people behind 
him, leaving the baggage by itfelf, and began gravely to 
exhort the Agows to lofe no time in carrying over our bag¬ 
gage upon their (houlders. This propofal was treated with 
^a kind of ridicule by the foremoft of the Agows, and they 
‘began plainly to infinuate that he ihould fiiil fettle with 
them a price for their trouble. He continued* however, 
fmoaking his pipe in feeming leifure, and much at liis eafe, 
and, putting on an air of great wifdom, in a tone of mode¬ 
ration he appealed to them whether they had not of 
their own accord infilled on our eroding the river on foot, 
had unloaded our baggage, and fent the mules to the other 
fide without our confent. . 1 he poor people candidly de¬ 
clared that they had done fo, becaufe none are permitted in 
any other manner to crofs the Nile, but that they -would 
likewife carry our baggage fafely. and willingly over for- 

pay? 
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pay; this word was no fooner uttered, when, apparently 
in a moft violent paflion, he leapt up, laid by his pipe, took 
his ftick, and ran into the midft of them, crying out with 
violent execrations, And who am I ? and who am I then ? a- 
girl, a woman, or a Pagan dog like yourfelves ? and who is 
Waragna Faiil; are you not his flaves ? or to whom elfe do 
you belong, that you are to make me pay for the confe¬ 
rences of your deviiilh idolatries and fuperftitions? but 
you want payment, do ye ? here is your payment: he then 
tuckt his clothes tight about his girdle, began leaping two 
or three feet high, and laying about him with his ftick 
over their heads and faces, or wherever he could ftrike 
them. 

After this Woldo wrefted a lance from a l<&g, aukward 
fellow that was next him, Handing amazed, and levelled the 
point at him inamanner that I thought to fee the poor peafant 
fall dead in an inftant: the fellow fled in a trice, fo did they 
all to a man ; and no wonder, for in my life I never faw any 
one play the furious devil fo naturally. Upon the man’s 
running off, he cried out to my people to give him a gun„ 
which made thefe poor wretches run falter and hide them- 
felves among the bullies: lucky, indeed, was it for Woldo 
that my fervants did not put him to the trial, by giving 
him the gun as he demanded, for he would not have ven¬ 
tured to fire it, perhaps to have touched it, if it had been to 
have made him mailer of the proyince. 

I, who fat afpe&ator on the other fide, thought we were 
now in a fine fcrape, the evening coming on at a time of 
the year when it is not light at fix, my baggage and fer- 
vants on one fide of the river, myfelf and beafts on the 
4. other, 
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other, crippled abfolutely in the feet by the Hones, and 
the river fo full of pits and holes, that, had they been all 
laden on the other fide and ready, no one could have been 
hold enough to lead a beaft through without a guide: the 
difficulty was not imaginary, 1 had myfelf an inllant before 
made proof of it, and all difficulties are relative, greater 
or lefs, as you have means in your hands to overcome 
them. I was clearly fatisfied that Woldo knew the country,, 
and was provided with a remedy for all this; I conceived 
that this pacific behaviour, while they were unloading the 
mules, and driving them acrofs the river, as well as his 
fury afterwards, was part of fome fcheme, with which I 
was refolved in no fhape to interfere ; and nothing convin¬ 
ced me more of this than his refolute demand of a gun, 
when no perfuafion could make him Hay within ten yards 
of one if it was difeharged, even though the muzzle was 
pointed a contrary dire<5lion. I fat Hill, therefore, to fee 
the end, and it was with fome furprife that I obferved him 
to take his pipe, flick, and my fervants along with him, and 
crofs the river to me as if nothing had happened, leaving 
the baggage on the other fide, without any guard whatso¬ 
ever ; he then defired us all to get on horfeback, and drive 
die mules before us, which we did accordingly; and I fup- 
pofe we had not advanced about a hundred yards before we 
faw a greater number of people than formerly run down 
to where our baggage was lying, and, while one crpfled the 
river to defire us to llay where we were, the reft brought the 
whole over in an inftant. 

This* however, did not fatisfy our guide; he put on aful- 
ky air, as if he had been grievoufly injured ; he kept the 
mules where they were, and woulcLnot fend one back to be 

loaded 
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loaded at the river-fide, alledging it was unlucky to turn 
back upon a journey; he made them again take the bag¬ 
gage on their fhouiders, and carry it to the very place where 
our mules had halted, and there lay it down. On this they 
all flocked about him, begging that he would not report 
them to his mailer, as fearing fome fine, or heavy chaftife- 
ment, would fall upon their villages. The guide looked 
very fulky, faid but very little, and that all in piaife of 
himfelf, of his known mildnefs and moderation; as an in- 
ftance of which he appealed (impudently enough) to his late 
behaviour towards them. If fuch a one, fays he, naming a 
man that they knew, had been in my place, what a fine 
reckoning he would have made with you; why, your punifh- 
ment would not have ended in feven years. They all acknow¬ 
ledged the truth of his obfervation, as well as his moder¬ 
ation, gave him great commendations, and, I believe, fome 
promifes when he pafled there on his return. 

Here I thought our affair happily ended to the fatisfac- 
tion of all parties. I mounted my horfc, and Woldo went to 
a large filk bag, or purfe, which I had given him full of 
tobacco, and he had his match and pipe in his hand, juft as 
if he was going to fill it before he fet out; he then unloofed 
the bag, felt it on the outfide, putting firft his three fingers, 
then his whole hand, pinching and fqueezing it both within- 
fide and without; at lafl he broke out in a violent tranfport 
of rage, crying that bis gold was gone, and that they had 
robbed him of it. I had not till this fpoke one word : I 
afked him what he meant by his gold. He faid he had two 
ounces (value about 5I) in his tobacco purfe, and that fome 
perfon had laid hold of them when the baggage lay on the 
other fide of the water; that the Agows had done it, and 
2 .that 
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that they muft pay him for it. The defpair and anguifh that 
he had counterfeited quickly appeared in true and genuine 
colours in the faces of all the poor Agows ; for his part, he 
difdained to fpcak hut in monofyllables—So, fo, and very 
well, and no matter, you (hall fee—and lliook his head. We 
now proceeded on our journey; but two of the eldeft among 
the Agows followed him to our quarters at night, where 
they made their peace with Woldo, who, I doubt not, dealt 
with them according to his ufual mildnefs, jultice, and mo¬ 
deration ; a fpecimen of which we have already feen. 

I confess this complicated piece of roguery, fo fuddenly 
invented, and fo fucccfsfully carried into execution, gave 
me, for the firft time, ferious reflexions upon my own fitua- 
tion, as we were in faX entirely in this man's hand. Ayto 
Aylo’s fervant, indeed, continued with me, but he was now 
out of his knowledge and influence, and, from many hints 
he had given, very defirous of returning home ; he feemed 
to have no great opinion of Woldo, and, indeed, had been in 
low fpirits, and difgufted with our journey, fince he had feen 
the reception I firft met with from Fafil at Bamba; but I had 
ufe for him till we fliould arrive at the houfc of Shalaka 
Welled Amlac, which was in the middle of Maitfha, and in 
the way by which we were to return. I had therefore been 
very kind to him, allowing him to ride upon one of my 
mules all the way. I had given him fome prefents likewife, 
and promifed him more, fo that he continued with me, 
though not very willingly, obferving every thing, but lay¬ 
ing little; however, to me it was plain that Woldo flood in 
awe of him, for fear probably of his matter Fafil, for. Aylo 
had over him a moft abfolute influence, and Guebra Ehud 
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.(Aylo’s brother) had been prefent, when Aylo’s fervant fet out 
with us from Bamba under charge of this Woldo. 

To Woldo, too, I had been very attentive: Iliad anticipated 
what I faw were his wifhes, by fmall prefents and more con- 
fidcrable promifes. I had told him plainly at Bamba, in pre¬ 
fence of Fafil’s Fit-Auraris and Ayto Wellcta Michael, (Ras 
Michael’s nephew) that I would reward him in their light 
according to his behaviour.; that I fcarcely thanked him for 
his being barely faithful, for fo he was accountable to his 
mailer, whofe honour was pledged for my fafery ; but that 
I expe&ed he would not attempt to impofe upon me, nor 
fuffer others to do fo, nor terrify me unnece'flarily upon the 
road, nor obftrudl me in my purfuits, be fulkv, or refule to 
anfwer the inquires that I made about the countries through 
which we were to pafs. All this was promifed, repromil'ed, 
and repeatedly fworn to, and the Fit-Auraris had allured me 
that he knew certainly this man would pi cafe me, and that 
Fafil was upon honour when he had chofen him to attend 
me, although he had then ufe for him in other bulinel's; 
and it is not lefs true, that, during the whole of our jour¬ 
ney hitherto, he had behaved perfc&ly t'o the letter of his 
promil'e, and I had omitted no opportunity to gratify him by 
feveral anticipations of mine. 

I had upon me a large beautiful red-filk falh, which 
went fix or feven times round, in which I carried my cro< >k- 
ed knife and two piftols; he had often admired the beamy 
of it, inquired where it was made, and what it might have 
coll. 1 had anfwercd often negligently and at random, and 
I had thought no more of it, as his inquiries had gone no 
further. The time which he had fixed upon was not yet 
* come. 
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come, and we fhall prefently fee how very dexteroufly he pro¬ 
longed it. 

We arrived, with thefe delays, pretty late at Goutto, (the 
village fo called) and took up our lodgings in the houfe of 
a confidcrablc perfon, who had abandoned it upon our ap- 
pr >ach, thinking us part of Fafil’s army. Though thi‘s ha¬ 
bitation was of ufe in protecting us from the poor, yet it 
hurt us by alarming, and fo depriving us of the afliftance 
of the opulent, fnch as the prefent owner, who, if he had 
known we were flrangers from Gondar, would have willing¬ 
ly (laid and entertained us, being a relation and friend of 
Shalaka Welled Amlac. 

As we heard diftinCtly the noife of the cataradi, and had 
hill a full hour and a half of light, while they were in 
fearch of a cow to k .11, (the cattle having been all driven a- 
way or concealed) 1 determined to vifit the water-fall, lelt I 
fhould be thereby detained the next morning. As Fafil’s 
horfe was frefh, by not being rode, I mounted him inilcad 
of driving him before me, and took a fervant of my own, 
and a man of the village whom Woldo procured for us, as 
I would not allow him to go hipafelf. Being well armed, I 
thus fet out, with the pcafant on foot, for the cataraCt ; and,, 
after riding through a plain, hard country, in fomc parts 
very ftony, and thick-covered with trees, in fomething more' 
than half an hour’s eafy galloping all the way, my fervant 
and I came ftraight to the cataraCt, conducted there by the 
noife of the fall, while our guide remained at a confider- 
able diltance benind, not being able to overtake us. 

4 C 1 
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This, known by the name of the Firft Catarad of the Nile, 
did not by its appearance come up to the idea we had form¬ 
ed of it, being fcarce fixteen feet in height, and about iixty 
yards over; but in many places the fheet of water is inter¬ 
rupted, and leaves dry intervals of rock. The fides are nei¬ 
ther fo woody nor verdant as thofeof the catarad of the Affar; 
and it is in every fhape lefs magnificent, or deferving to be 
feen, than is the noble catarad at Alata before deferibed, 
erroneoufly called the Second Catarad; for below this there 
is a water-fall, nearly weft of the church of Bofkon Abbo, 
not much above the place where we fwam our horfes o- 
ver in May, and lefs than this firft catarad of which I am 
fpeaking, and nearer the fource; there is another ftill 
fmaller before the Nile joins the river Giuqaetti, after falling 
from the plains of Sacala; and there are feveral ftill fmaller 
between the fountains and the jundion of the Nile with 
the river Davola; thefe laft mentioned, however, arc very 
infignificant, and appear only when the Nile is low: in the 
rainy feafon, when the river is full, they fcarcely are dif- 
tinguiflicd by ruffling the water as it pafles. 

Having fatisfied my curiofity at this catarad, I galloped 
back the fame road that I had come, without having feen a 
fingle perfon fince I left Goutto. Fafil’s horfc went very 
pleafantly, he did not like the fpur, indeed, but he did not 
need it. On our arrival we found a cow upon the point of 
being killed ; there was no appearance of any fuch to be 
found when I fet out for the catarad, but the diligence and 
fagacity of Woldo had overcome that difficulty. By a par¬ 
ticular manner of crying through his hands applied to his 
mouth, he had contrived to make fome "beads anfwer him, 

who 
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who were hid in an unfufpetted bye-place, one of which 
being dete&ed was killed without mercy. 

It was now, I thought, the proper time to give Woldo a 
leflon as to the manner in which I was refolved to behave 
among the Agows, who I knew had been reduced to abfo- 
lute poverty by Fafil after the battle of Banja. I told him, 
that fince the king had given me the fmall territory of Geefh, 
I was refolved to take up my abode there for fome time; 
and alfo, to make my coming more agreeable, it was my in¬ 
tention for that year to difcharge them of any taxes which 
they^paid the king, or their fuperior Fafil, in whofe places I 
then flood. “ Stay, fays Woldo, don’t be in fuch a hurry, fee 
firfl how they behave.”—“ No, faid I, I will begin by teaching 
them how to behave; I will not wait till their prefent mifery 
prompts them to receive ill (as they very naturally will do) 
a man who comes, as they may think, wantonly for curiofity 
only, to take from them and their ftarved families the little 
Fafil has left them : the queflion I afk you then is briefly 
this. Do you conceive yourfelf obliged to obey me, as to 
what I fhall judge neceffary to dirccft you to do, during my 
journey to Geefh and back again?” He anfwered, By all 
means, or he could never elfe return to his mailer Fafil. 
“ This, then, faid I, is the line of conduct I mean to purfuc 
while I am among the Agows; you fhall have money to buy 
every thing; you lhall have money, or prefents, or both, to 
pay thofe that ferve us, or that fhew us any kindnefs, and 
when wc fhall join your mailer Fafil (as I hope we fhall do 
together) you lhall tell him that I have received his maje- 
fly’s rent of the Agows of Gccfh, and I will enter a receipt 
for it in the king’s deftar, or revenue-book at Gondar, if 
we fee him there, as I expect we fhall, upon my return. I, 
3 moreover, 
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moreover, undertake, that we fhall gain more by this than 
by any other method wc ccfuld have purfued.” “ There is 
one thing, however, fays Woldo, you would not furely have 
me free them the dues paid by every village where a king’s 
fervant is employed to conduct Grangers, as 1 am you.” “ No,, 
no, I do not go fo near as that; we fhall only buy what you 
would have otherwil'e taken by force for my ufe.” 

“ Some years ago, fays Woldo, when I was a young man, 
in king Yafous’s time, a white man, called Negade Ras 
Ceorgis, had both Geefh and Sacala given him by the king; 
he went there twice a-year, and ftaid a month or mor^ at a 
timehe was a great hunter and drinker, and a devil for 
the women ; he not only fpent what he got from the vil¬ 
lage, but all the money he brought from Gondar into the 
bargain ; it was a jovial time, as I have heard ; all was mer¬ 
riment : 1 he firft day lie came there, fome of the men of 
Sacala* out of fport, diipuiing with three of the Agows of 
Zecgam, fell to it with their knives and lances, and four 
men were killed in an inftant upon the fpot; line flout 
fellow’s, every one like a lion ; good men all of them ; there 
are no fuch days fecn now, unlefs they come about when 
you arc there, and then I fhall have my fliare of every thing”. 
“ Woldo, faid I,with all my heart; I fhall be other wife employ¬ 
ed; but you fhall he at perfect liberty to partake of every 
fport,always excepting thediverfion of killingfourmcn.” But 
1 had obferved this day, with fome furprife, that he doubt¬ 
ed fevcral times whether we were on the way to the foun¬ 
tains of the Nile or not; and I did not think this prof'pufb 
of entertainment which I held out to him was received 
with fuch joy as I expected, or as if he meant to partake of 
it 
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Strates had rcfufed to go to»the firft catarad, having fo 
violent an appetite that he could not abandon the cow; 
and, after my arrival, it was his turn to watch that night. 
When I was lain down to reft in a little hovel like a hog’s 
fly, near where they were fitting, I heard a warm difpmc 
among the fervants, and, upon inquiry, found Strates was 
preparing fteaks on a gridiron to make an entertainment 
for himfelf while the reft were fleeping; thefe, on the 
other hand, were refolved to play him a trick to punilli 
liis gluttony. When the fteaks were fpread upon the 
gridiron, Woldo had undertaken to pour fome fine duft, or 
fand, through the hole in the roof, which ferved as a chim¬ 
ney ; and this he had done with fuccefs as often as Strates 
went to any diftance from the fire. Not content, however, 
with the pofition in which he then was, but defirous to do 
it more cfFedually, he attempted to change his place upon 
the roof where he flood, thinking it all equally ftrong to 
bear him ; but in this he was miftaken; the parr he was 
removing to fuddcnly gave way, and down he came upon 
the floor, bringing half the roof and part of the wali, 
together with a prodigious duft, into the lire. 

The furprife and fight of his own danger made Woldo 
repeat ionic ejaculation to himfelf in Galla. My fervants, 
who were waiting the luccefs of the i'chcme, cried, The 
Galla! the Galla! and Strates, who thought the whole ar¬ 
my of wild Galla had furrounded the houfc, fell upon his 
face, calling Maruni! Maruni!—Spare me! iparc me!—I 
was in a profound deep when roufed by the noife of the 
roof, the falling of the man, and the cry of Galla ! Galla! i 
ftarted up, and laid hold of a muiket loaded with fiugs, a 
bayonet at the end of it, and ran to the door, when the firft 

thing 
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thing I faw was Woldo examining his hurts, or burns, but 
without any arms. A laugh from without made me direct¬ 
ly fuppofe what it was, and I was prefently fully fatisfied 
by the figure Strates and Woldo made, covered with dirt 
and dull from the roof; but, while they were entertaining 
themfelves with this foolilh trick, the thatch that had fal¬ 
len upon the fire began to flame, and it was with the ut- 
moft difficulty we extinguifhed it, otherwife the whole vil¬ 
lage might have been burnt down.—I heard diftinClly the 
noife of the cataraCl all this night. 
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CHAP. XII. 

'Leave Gontto —Mountains of the Moon--Roguery ofWoldo our Guide— 
Arrive at the Source of the Nile . 

I T was the 3 d of November, at eight o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing, that we left the village of Goutto, and continued, 
for the firfl part of the day, through a.plain country full 
of acacia-trees, and a few of other forts; bur they were all 
pollards, that is, flunted, by having their tops cut off when 
young, fo that they bore now nothing but fmall twigs, or 
branches ; thefc, too, feemed to have been lopped yearly. 
As there appeared no doubt that this had been done pur- 
pofcly, and for ufe, 1 alked, and was informed, that we were 
now in the honey country, and that thefc twigs were for 
making large balkets, which they hung upon trees at the 
fides of their houfes, like bird-cages, for the bees to make 
their honey in them during the dry months; all the houfes 
we palled afterwards, and the trees near them, were fur- 
Vol. III. 4 D niflied 



578 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

nifhed with thefe ba/kcrs, having numerous hives of bees at 
work in them ; the people themfclves feemed not to heed 
them, but they were an excedi ve plague to us by their (lings 
during the day, fo thar it was only when we were out in 
the fields, or at night in the houie, that we were free from 
this inconvenience. 

The high mountain of Berfa now bore fouth from us a~ 
bout ten miles diilaut; it refembles, in (hapc, a gunner’s 
wedge, and towers up to the very clouds amidft the Idler 
mountains of the Agow. Sacala is fouth fouth-eaft. The 
country of the Agows extends from Berfa. on the fouth to 
the point of due weft, in form of an amphitheatre, formed 
all round by mountains, of which that of Banja lies fouth 
l'outh-weft about nine miles off. The country of the Shan- 
galla, beyond the Ago-ws, lies weft north-weft. From this 
point all the territory of Goutto is full of villages, in which, 
the fathers, fons, and grand 1bns live together; each degree, 
indeed, in a feparate houfc, but near or touching each other, 
as in Maitiha, fo that every village confifts of one family. 

At three quarters pad eight we eroded a fmall, but clear 
river, called Dee-ohha,or the River Dee. It is Angular to ol>- 
ferve the agreement of names of rivers.in different parts of 
the world, that have never had communication together. 
The Dec is a river in the north of Scotland. The Dee runs 
through Chcfhirc likewife in England; and Dee is a river 
here in Abyiiinia. Kclti is the name of a river in Montckh ; 
Kelti, too, wc found in Maitina. Arno is a well-known ri¬ 
ver in I'ufcany ; and we found another Arno, below Em fray, 
falling into the Jake Tzana. Not one of thefe rivers, as far 
as I could obferve, reiemble each other in any one cirtum- 
2 Ranee, 
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ftance, nor have they a meaning or fignification in any one 
language I know. 

The church of Abbo is a quarter of a mile to our right, and 
the church of Eion Mariam bears eaft by fouth half a mile. 
We refumed our journey at half paft nine, and, after advan¬ 
cing a few minutes, we came in fight of the ever-memorable 
field of Fagitta. At a quarter pad ten we were pointing to 
the fouth-eaft, the two great clans of the Agow* Zeegam 
andDengui, being to the fouth-weft; the remarkable moun¬ 
tain Davenanza is about eight miles off, bearing fouth-eaft 
by fouth, and the courfe of the Nile is eaft and weft. Eaft- 
ward ftill from this is the high mountain of Adama, one 
of the ridges of Amid Amid, which form the entrance of 
a narrow valley on the eaft fide, as the mountains of Litch- 
ambara do on the weft. In this valley runs the large river 
Jemma, rifing in the mountains, which, after pafiing thro* 
part of Maitfha, falls below into the Nile. The mountains 
from this begin to rife high, whereas at Samfeen they are 
very low and inconfiderable. Adama is about ten miles 
from our prefent fituation, which is allb famous for a battle 
fought by Fafil’s father, while governor of Damot, againft 
the people of Maitflia, in which they were totall^defeated. 

We now defeended into a large plain full of marfhes, 
bounded on the weft by the Nile, and at ten and three quar¬ 
ters we crofted the fmall river Diwa, which comes from the 
eaft and runs to the weftward though not very broad, it 
was by much the deepeft river we had palled; the banks of 
earth being perpendicular and infirm, and the bottom foul 
and clayey, we were obliged to difmount ourfelves, unload 
the mules, and carry our baggage over. This was a trouble- 

4 D 2 fome 
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fome operation, though we fucceeded at laft. I often regret¬ 
ted to Woldo, that he could not here find fome of the good 
people like the Agows at the fordof the Nile; but he (hook 
his head, faying, Thefe are another fort of fluff; we maybe 
very thankful if they let us pafs ourfelves: in the flat coun¬ 
try I do not wifti to meet one man.on this fide the moun¬ 
tain Aformaflia. 

lit this plain, the Nile winds more in the fpace of four 
miles than,l believe, any river inihe world; it makes above 
a hundred turns in that diftance, one of. which advances fo 
abruptly into the plain that we concluded we muft pafs it, 
and were preparing accordingly, when we. fawit make as 
{harp a turn to the right, and run far on in a contrary di¬ 
rection, as if we were never to have met it again : the Nile 
is not here above 2a feet broadband is nowhere above a foot 
deep. The church of Yafous was above three, quarters of a ; 
mile to the weft.. 

At one o’clock we afcended a ridge of low hills which 
terminates this plain to. the fouth. i he mountains behind. 
them are called Attata; they.are covered thick, with brufb— 
wood, aiwMare cut through with gullies and beds of tor¬ 
rents. . At half paft one we were.continuing b. E.; in a few 
minutes after we palTed a clear, but fmall ftream, called 
Minch, which fignifies the Fountain. At two o’clock we 
arrived at the top of the mountain of Attata, and from this 
difcovered the river Abolg. coming from the S. S. E. and in. 
a few minutes palled another fmall river called. Giddili,. 
which lofes itfelf immediately in a.turn, or elbow, which, 
•he river Abola makes here below. At half paft two we .de¬ 
scended the mountain of Attata, and immediately at the 

foot. 
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foot of it crofted a fmall river of the fame name, which ter¬ 
minates the territory of Attata; here, to the fouth, it is 
indeed narrow, but very difficult to pafs by reafon of its 
muddy bottom. The fun all along the plain of Goutto had 
been very hot till now, and here fo exceffively, that.it quite 
overcame us: what was worfe, Woldo declared himfelf fo 
ill, that he, doubted if he could go any farther, but believed 
he fhould die at the next village. Though ! knew too much 
of the matter to think him .in any danger, from real difeafe, 
I,faw, eafily that he was infected with a counterfeit one, 
which I did not doubt was togiveme as much trouble as a 
real one would have done.. 

* 

At three o’clock, however, we pufhed on towards the 
S. E. and began to enter into the plain of Abola, one of the 
divifions of the Agow. The plain, or rather valley, of Abo- 
la, is about half a mile, broad for the moft part, and no¬ 
where exceeds a mile. The mountains that form it on the 
eaft and weft fide are at firft of no confiderable height, and 
are covered with herbage and acacia-trees to the very top;. 
but as they run fouth, they increafe in height, and be¬ 
come more rugged and woody. On the top of thefe are 
moft delightful plains, full of excellent pafture; the moun¬ 
tains to the weft are part of, or at leaft join the mountain of 
Aformafha, where, from a direction nearly S. E. they turn 
fouth, andinclofe the villages and territory of Sacala, which 
lie at the foot of them,, and ft ill lower, that is more to the 
weft ward, the fmall village of Geefh, where axe the long-ex* - 
petted fountains of the Nile. 

These mountains are here in the form of a crefcent ; the 
river runs in the'plain along the foot of this ridge, and * 

along; 
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along the fide of it Kafmati Fafil pafied after his defeat at Fa- 
gitta. The mountains which form the eaft fide of this plain 
run parallel to the former in their whole courfe, and are 
part of, or at leaft join the mountains of Litchambara, and 
thcfe two, when behind Aformaflia, turn to the fouth, and 
then to the S. W. taking the fame form as they do, only 
making a greater curve, and inciofing them likewife in the 
form of a crefcent, the extremity of which terminates im¬ 
mediately above the fmall lake Gooderoo, in the plain of 
Alloa,, below Geefli, and diredtly at the fountains of the 
Nile. 

"The river Abola cbmes out of the valley between thefe 
two ridges of mountains of Litchambara and Aformaflia, 
but does not rife there; it has two branches, one of which 
hath its fouFce in the weftern fide of Litchambara, near the 
center of the curve where the mountains turn fouth; the o- 
ther branch rifes on the mountain of Aformaflia, and the 
eaft fide of our road as we afcended to the church of Mari¬ 
am. Still behind thefe are the mountains of Amid Amid, 
another ridge which begin behind Samfeen, in the S. W. 
part of the province of Maitflia, though they become high 
only from the mountain of Adama, but they are in fhape 
exadtly like the former ridges, embracing them in a large 
curve in the fliape of a crefcent. 

'Betwee'n Amid Amid and the ridge of Litchambara is 
the deep valley now known by the name of St George; 
what was its ancient, orTagan name, I could not learn. 
Through the middle of this valley runs the Jemma, a river 
equal to the Nile, if not .larger, but infinitely more rapid: 
after leaving the valley, it crofles that part of Maitlha on 
4 the 
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die eaft of the Nile, and lofes itfelf in that river below Sanu- 
feen, near the ford where our army palled in the unfor¬ 
tunate retreat of the month of May: its fources or fountains 
are three; they rife in the mountains of Amid Amid, and 
keep on clofe to the eaft fide of them, till the river ilfues 
out of the valley into Maidha,. 

This triple ridge of mountains difpofed one range behind 
the other, nearly in form of three concentric circles, feem to 
fuggeft an idea that they are the Mountains of the Moon, 
or the Montes Luna of antiquity, at the foot of which the 
Nile was faid to rife; in fadtr, there are no others. Amid A- 
mid may perhaps exceed half a mile in height, they cer¬ 
tainly do not arrive at three quarters, and are greatly flhort 
of that fabulous height given them by Kircher. Thefe 
mountains are all of them excellent foil, and. everywhere 
covered with fine pafture; but as this unfortunate country 
had been for ages the theatre of war, the inhabitants have 
only ploughed and fown the top of them out of the reach 
of enemies or marching armies. On the middle of the 
mountain are villages built of a. white fort of grafs, which 
makes them confpicuous at a great diftance ; the bottom is 
all grafs, where their cattle feed continually under their 
eye; thefe, upon any alarm* they drive up to the top of the 
mountains out of danger. The hail lies often upon the 
top of Amid Amid for hours, but fnow was never feen in 
this country, nor have they a word* in their languge for 
it. It is alfo remarkable, though we had often violent hail 

at 


* By this is meant the Amharic, for in Gecz the word for fnow is Tilze: this may 
hare been invented for tr an dating the feriptures. 
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•at Gondar, and even when the fun was vertical, it never came 
but with the wind blowing diredlly from Amid Amid. 

At ten minutes pad three o’clock we eroded the imall 
river Iworra, in the valley of Abola; it comes from the 
eaft, and runs weftward into that river. At a quartei! , after 
four we halted at a houfe in the middle of the plain, or 
valley. This valley is not above a mile broad, the river 
being diftant about a quarter, and runs at the foot of the 
mountains. This village, as indeed were all the others 
we had feen fince our eroding theiNile at Goutto, was fur- 
rounded by large, thick plantations, of that lingular plant 
the Enfete, one of the mod beautiful productions of nature, 
as well as mod agreeable and wholefome food of man. It 
is faid to have been brought by the Galla from Narea, fird 
to Maitlha, then to Goutto, the Agows, and Damot, which 
laft is a province on the fouth dde of the mountains of A- 
mid Amid. This plant, and the root, called Dcnitch, (the 
fame which is known in Europe by the name of the Jeru- 
falem artichoke, a root deferving more attention than is 
paid to it in our country,) fupply all thefe provinces with 
food. 

We were but feldom lucky enough to get the people of 
the villages to wait our arrivalthe fears of the march of 
the Galla, and the uncertainty of their dellinatioh, made 
them believe .always we were detachments of that army, to 
which the prefence of Fafil’s horfe driven condantly before us 
very much contributed: -we found the village where we a- 
lighted totally abandoned, and in it only an earthern pot, with 
a large dice of the Enfete plant boiling in it; it was about a 
foot in length, and ten inches broad, and was almod ready 
2 for 
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for eating: we had fortunately meat with us, and only want¬ 
ing vegetables to complete our dinner. We appropriated to 
ourfelves, without fcruple, this enfete; and, by way of repara¬ 
tion, I infilled upon leaving, at parting, a brick, or wedge of 
fait, which is ufed as final! money in Gondar, and all over 
Abyffinia; it might be in value about a Ihilling. 

On the 4 th of November, at eight o’clock we left pur 
fmall village on the plain of Abola, without having feen any 
of the inhabitants; however, we were fure there were among 
them fome who were curious enough to wifh to look at us, 
for, in walking late at night, I heard feveral voices fpeaking 
low among the enfete-trees and canes. It was not pofiible to 
collect what they faid in the low tone in which they fpoke; 
and I fhould not probably have been much wifer, had they 
fpoken louder, as their language was that of their country, 
the Agow, of which I did not underfiand one word; how¬ 
ever, I thought I could diftinguilh they were women, the 
men apprehending we were enemies having probably taken 
refuge in the mountains above. I did every thing pofiible 
to furround or furprife one or two of thefc people, that, by 
good-ufage a^d prefents, wc might reconcile them to us, 
and get the better of their fear; but it was all to no purpofe; 
they fled much quicker than we could purfuc them, as 
they knew the country, and it was not i'afe to follow them 
far into the wildcrnefs, left we might Humble upon people 
who might milinterpret our intentions. 

I was determined to try whether, by taking away that 
fcare-crow, Fafil’s horfe, from befoic us, and riding him my- 
felf, things would change lor the better: this I diftinclly 
faw, that Woldo would have wifhed the horfe to have gone 

Vo l. III. 4 E rather 
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rather without a rider, and this I had obferved the night I 
went to the catara<5lfrom Goutro. Sitting on the king’s faddle, 
or in his feat at Gondar, is high treafon; and Woldo thought, 
at all times, but now efpeciaily, that his mailer was infe¬ 
rior to no king upon earth. I even attributed to that laft 
expedition at Goutto his filence and apparent ficknefs ever 
fince ; but in this laft circumftance I found afterwards that 
I was miftaken : be that as it would, my plan was very dif¬ 
ferent from Woldo’s as to the horfe, he was become a fa¬ 
vourite, and I was refolved, in the courfe of my journey, to 
improve his talents fo, that he ihould make a better appear¬ 
ance on his return to Gondar, than he did when I received 
him from Fafil at Bamba. I compounded, as I conceived, 
with Woldo’s fcruples, by laying afide Fafil’s faddle, which 
was a very uncafy one, befides, that it had iron rings in- 
ftead of ftirrups; in lliorr, as this horfe was very beautiful, 
(as many of the Gallahorfes are) and all of one colour,which 
was of lead, without any fpot of white, I hoped to make 
him an acceptable prefent to the king, who was paftionate- 
ly fond of horfes. Here it may not be improper to obferve, 
that all very great men in Abyflinia choofe to ride horfes of 
one colour only, which have no diftinguilhing mark where¬ 
by they may be traced in retreats, flights, or fuch unlucky 
expeditions : It is the king alone in battle who rides upon 
a horfe diftinguiflied by his marks, and that on purpofe 
that he may be known. 

Tiitac were many villages in this valley which feemed to 
have cfcaped the havock of war, nor had they that air of po¬ 
verty and mifery fo apparent in all the other habitations we 
had feen. We were pointing nearly eaft fouth-eaft, when wc 
palled the fmall river Googucri, winch, like all the others 
3 on 
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on this fide of the mountain, falls into the Abola. We then 
left the valley of Abola on our right, and began to travel 
along the fides of the mountains on the weft. At three 
quarters after eight we palled a violent torrent called Kar- 
nachiuli, which falls from north-call into the Abola. At 
nine we again deftended into the valley, and, a few mi¬ 
nutes after, came to the banks of the Caccino, which flows 
from the north juft above, and joins the Abola. Here we 
halted for a little to reft our men, and to adjuft thoroughly 
the minutes of our journey, that tlie whole might appear 
in a diftimSt manner in the map that I intended to make on 
my return to Gondar. 

At half paft nine we again fet out, and, a few minutes 
after, palled the river Abo!^, which gives its name to the 
valley into which we had defeended, and receives many lef- 
fer dreams, and is of conftderablc breadth. 1 could difeo- 
ver no traces of filh either in it or in any river ftneewe left 
the Alfar, from which circumftance 1 apprehend, that, in 
thefe torrents from the mountains, aim oft dry in fummer, 
and which run with vaft rapidity in winter, the fpawn 
and filh are both deftroyed in different feafons by different 
caufes. 

After coafting fomc little time along the fide of the val¬ 
ley, we began to afeend a mountain on the right, from 
which falls almoft perpendicularly a filial], but very violent 
dream, one of the principal branches of the Abola, which 
empties itfclf into the Nile, together with the other branch, 
a dill more conlidcrablc dream, coming from cad fouth-cad 
along the valley between Litchambara and Aformafha. At 
■eleven o’clock our courfe was fouth by cad, and wc paired 
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near a church, dedicated to the Virgin, on our left. The cli¬ 
mate feemed here moft agreeably mild, the country covered 
with the moft lively verdure, the mountains with beautiful 
trees and fhrubs, loaded with extraordinary fruits and 
flowers. I found my fpirits very much raifed with thefe plea- 
ling fcenes, as were thofe of all my fervants, who were, by 
our converfation, made geographers enough to know we 
were near approaching to the end of our journey. Both 
Srratcs and I, out of the Lamb's hearing, had (hot a variety of 
curious birds and beafts. All but Woldo feemed to have ac¬ 
quired new ftrength and vigour. He continued in his air 
of defpondenry, and feemed every day to grow more and 
more weak. At a quarter paft eleven wc arrived at the 
top of the mountain, where we, for the firft time, came in 
fight of Sacala, which extends in the plain below from weft 
to the point of fouth, and there joins with the village tf; 
Gecfti. 

Sacala, full of fmall low villages, which, however, had 
efcaped the ravages of the late war, is the eaftermoft branch 
of the Agows, and famous for the beft honey. The fmall 
river Kebczza, running from the caft, ferv.es as a boundary 
between Sacala and Aformufha ; after joining two other ri¬ 
vers, the Gomctti and the Googueri, which wc prefently 
came to, after a fhort courfe nearly from S. E. to N. W. it 
falls into the Nile a little above its junction with the Abola. 

At three-quarters paft eleven we crofted the river Kebez- 
za, and defeended into die plain of Sacala; in a few minutes 
we alfo palled the Googueri, a more conliderable ftream 
chan the former ; it is about fixty feet broad, and perhaps 
eighteen inches deep, very clear and rapid, running over a 
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THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


S$0 

rugged, uneven bottom of black rock. At a quarter pall 
twelve we halted on a fmall eminence, where rhe market 
of Sacala is held every Saturday. Horned cattle, many of 
the greateft beauty polfible, with which all this country a- 
bounds ; large affes, the molt ufeful of all beafts for riding 
or carriage; honey, butter, enfete for food, and a manufac¬ 
ture of the leaf of that plant, painted with different colours 
like Mofaic work, are here expofed to fale in great plenty ; 
the butter and honey, indeed, are chiefly carried to Gondar, 
or to Bure; but Damot, Maitfha, and Gojam likewife take a 
conliderable quantity of all thele commodities. 

At a quarter after one o’clock we palled the river Gu- 
metti, the boundary of the plain: wc were now afcending 
a very deep and rugged mountain, the worft pafs we had 
met on our whole journey. Wc had no other path bur a 
road made by the flieep or the goats, which did not feeni 
to have been frequented by men, for it was broken, full of 
holes, and in other places ohflrucded with large Hones that 
feemed to have been there from the creation. It mud be 
added to this, that the whole was covered with thick wood, 
which often occupied the very edge of the precipices on 
which we flood, and we were everywhere ftopr and entang¬ 
led by that execrable thorn the kantufla, and fevcral other 
thorns and brambles nearly as inconvenient. We afeended, 
however, with gteat alacrity, as we conceived we were fur¬ 
mounting the lad difficulty after the many thoulands wc 
had already overcome. Jufl above this almofl impenetra¬ 
ble wood, in a very romantic dttiation, Hands St Michael, in 
a hollow fpacc like a r.itcli between two hills of the fame 
height, and from which it is equally dillanr. This church 
has been unfrequented lor many years; the excufe they 
v iii. 4 e make 
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make is, that they cannot procure # frankincenfe, without 
which, it Teems, their mafs or fervice cannot be celebrated ; 
but the truth is, they are ftill Pagans ; and the church, ha¬ 
ving been built in memory of a victory over them above a 
hundred years ago, is not a favourite object before their 
eyes, but a memorial of their inferiority and misfortune. 
This church is called St Michael Sacala, to diftinguifh it 
from another more to the fouthward, called St Michael 
Geefh. 

At three quarters after one we arrived at the top of 
the mountain, whence we had a diftindl view of all the re¬ 
maining territory of Sacala, the mountain Geefh, and 
church of St Michael Geefh, about a mile and a half diflant 
from St Michael Sacala, where we then were. We faw, im¬ 
mediately below us, the Nile itfelf, ftrangely diminilhed in 
fizc,and now only a brook that had fcarccly water to turn a 
mill I could not fatiate myfclf with the fight, revolving in 
my mind all thole claflical prophecies that had given the 
Nile up to perpetual cbfcurity and concealment. /The lines 
of the poet came immediately into my mind, and 1 enjoy¬ 
ed here, for the firll time, the triumph which already, by 
the protection of Providence, and my own intrepidity, I 
had gained over all that were powerful, and all that were 
learned, fincc the remoreh antiquity:— 

Arcanum naturq caput von protfidit ulTt , 

Kec limit populis parvurn te, Kile, viderc; 

Amovitqucfunis , et gentes inaluit orttis 
Mirari, quam no fit tuos ■■■ ■ 

Lucan. 
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I was awakened out of this dchglnlul reverie by an alarm 
tluu we had loft Woldo our guide. Though I long had ex¬ 
po ;ted l'omething fiotn his behaviour, I did not think, for his 
own fake, it could be his intention to leave us. The ter- 
vants could not agree when they laft faw him: Strates and 
Avlo’s fervant were in the wood ihooting, and we found by 
the gun that they were not far from us; l was therefore in 
hnp v s that Woldo, though not at all fond of lire arm», might 
be in their company ; but it was with great diiiaristaction I 
faw them appear without him'. They faid, that, about an 
hour before, they had feen fome extra >rdinary large, rough 
apes, or monkeys, fcvcral of which were walking upright, 
and all without rails; that they had gone after them thro’ 
the wood till they could fcarce get out again ; but they 
did not remember to have feen Woldo at parting. Vari -us 
'conjectures immediately followed; fome thought he had 
refolvcd to betray and rob us; fome conceived it was an in- 
flruetion of Fafil’s to him, in order to our being trcacherouily 
murdered ; fome again fuppol'ed he was llain by the wild 
hearts, cfpecially thole apes or baboons, whole voracity, 
fixe, and lierce appearance were exceedingly magniftti d, eft- 
pecially by Strates, who had not rhe leaft doubt, if Woldo 
had met them, bur that he would be fo entirely devoured, 
that we might leek in vain without dilcovcring even a frag¬ 
ment of him. For my part, I began to think that he had 
been really ill when he firtt complained, and lhat the ftcli¬ 
ne h, might have overcome him upon the road ; andihh,too, 
was the opinion of Ay to Aylo’s fervant, who laid, however, 
with a fignilicant look, that he could not he far oft’; wc 
therefore fent him, and one of the men that drove tlie 
mules, hack to feck after him ; and they had not gone but a 
few hundred yards when they found him coming, but lo 
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dccrepid, and fo very ill, that he faid he could go no farther 
than the churchy where he was positively rcfolvcd to take 
up his abode that night. I felt his pulfe, examined every 
part about him, and faw, I thought evidently, that no¬ 
thing ailed him. Without lofing my temper, however, I 
told him firmly, That I perceived he was an impoftor; that 
he fliould confider that I was a phyfician, as he knew I cu¬ 
red his matter’s firft friend, Welleta Yafous: that the feel¬ 
ing of his hand told me as plain as his tongue could have 
done, that nothing ailed him; that it told me likewife he 
had in his heart fome prank to play, which would turn out 
very much to his difad vantage. He feemed difmayed after 
this, faid little, and only defired us to halt for a few minutes, 
and he fhould be better; for, fays he, it requires ftrength in 
us all to pafs another great hill before we arrive at Geefii. 

“ Look you, faid I, lying is to no purpofe ; I know where 
Geefli is as well as you do, and that we have no more 
mountains or bad places to pafs through; therefore, if you 
choofe to ftay behind, you may; but to-morrow I fh^ll in¬ 
form Welleta Yafous at Bure of your behaviour.” I faid 
this with the moft determined air poflible, and left them, 
walking as hard as I could down to the ford of the^Jile. 
Woldo remained above with the fervants, who were load¬ 
ing their mules; he feemed to be perfe&ly cured of his 
lamenefs, and was in clofc converfation with Ayto Aylo’s 
fervant for about ten minutes, which I did not choofe to 
interrupt, as I faw that man was already in polleffion of 
part of Woldo’s fecrct. This being over, they all came down 
to me, as I was fketching a branch of a yellow rofe-tree, a 
number of which hang over the ford. 
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Th* whole company palled without difturbing me; and 
Woldo, Ceemjng to walk as well a$ ever* afeended a gentle- 
riling hill, Rear the tqp qf which is St Michael Geeili. The 
Nile here if Rot four yards oyer, and not above four inches 
deep where we eroded; it was indeed become a very trifling 
brook, but ran fwiftly pyer a bottom of fmall Hones, with 
hard, blaqk rock appearing ainidft them: it is at this place 
very eafy to pafs, and very limpid, b.ut, a little lower, full of 
inconliderable falls; the ground rifes gently from the river 
to the fouthward, full of fmall hills and eminences, which 
you afeend and defeend almoft imperceptibly. The whole 
company had haired on the north fide of St Michael’s church, 
and there I reached them without afledfing any hurry. 

It was about four o’clock In the afternoon, but the day 
had been very hot^for fqme hours, and they were fitting in 
the flfiade of a gfove of magnificent cedars, intermixed with 
fome very large and beautiful cuffo-trees, all in the flower; 
the men were lying on the grafs, and the beads fed, with 
the burdens on their backs, in mod luxuriant herbage. I 
called for my herbary*, to lay the rofe-branch I had in my 
hand fmoothly, that it might dry without fpoiling the fliape; 
having only drawn its general form, the piftil and llamina, 
the finer.parts of which-(though very nccefiary in claflmg 
the plant) crumble and fail off, or take different forms in 
drying, and therefore ihould always be fecured by drawing 
while green. I juft faid indifferently to Woldo in palling, 
that i was glad to fee him recovered ; jthat he would pre¬ 
sently be well, and Ihould fear nothing. He then got up, 

Vql. IIL 4E and 


* Hortus Siccus, a large book for extending and preferring dry plants., 
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and defired^t&fjpeak With me alone, taking Aylo’s fervaat 
along with him. “ Now, faid I, very calmly I know by your 
face you 'are going to tell me a'fie. -1 do fwearto you fo- 
lertmly, you never, by that meant, will obtain any thing 
from me, ho not fo much as a good word; truth and good 
behaviour will get you every thing; what appears a great 
matter in your fight is not perhaps of fuch value in mine; 
but nothing except truth and good behaviour will anfwer to 
you; now* I know for a certainty you are no more lick than 
I am.”—“ Sir, faid he, with a very confident look, you are 
right; I did counterfeit; I'neither have been* nor am I at 
prefent any way out of order; but I thought it beft to tell 
you fo, not to be obliged to difcover another reafon that has 
much more weight With me why I cannot go to Geefli, and 
much lefs ihe# myfelf at the fources of the Nile, which I 
confefs are not touch beyond it, though I declare to you 
there is ftill a bill between you and thofe fources.”—“ And 
pray, faid I calmly, what is this mighty reafon ? have you 
had a dream, or a vifion in that trance you fell into when 
you lagged behind below the church of St Michael Sacala?” 
“ No, fays he, it is neither trance, nor dream, nor devil ei¬ 
ther ; I wifli it was nO worfe; but you know as well as I, 
that my matter Fafil defeated the Agows at the battle of 
Banja. I was there with my matter, and killed feveral men, 
among whom fome were of the Agows of this village Geefli, 
and you know the ufage of this country, when a man, in 
thcfe circumftances, falls into their hands, his blood mutt 
pay for their blood. 

I burst out into a violent fit of laughter which very much 
difconcerted him. w There, faid I, did not I fay to you it was 
a lie thkt you was going to tell me ? do not thiiik I difbe- 

lieve 
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licve or difpute with you the vanity of having killed men; 
many men were da in at that battle; fomebody mud, and 
you may have been the perfon who dew them; but do you 
think ithat l $an believe that Fafil, fo deep in that account 
of blood,*eould rule the Agows in the manner he does, if 
he could not put a fervant of his in fafety among them ao 
miles from his refidence; do you think I can believe this ?” 
“ Come, come, (aid Aylo’s fervant to Woldo, did you not hear 
that truth and good behaviour will get you every thing you 
afk ?,Sir, continues he, I fee this affair vexes you, and what 
this foolifh man wants will neither make you, richer nor 
poorer; he has taken a great defire for that crimfon filk-fafh 
which you wear about your middle, i told him to flay till 
you went back to Gondar; but he fays he is to go no far¬ 
ther than to the houfe of Shalaka Welled Amlac in Mait£ha, 
and does not return to Gondar; 1 told him to day till you 
had put your mind at eafe, by feeing the fountains of the 
Nile, which you ate fo anxious about. He faid, after that 
had happened, he was fure you would not give it him, for 
you feemed to think little of the cataradl at Goutto, and of 
all the fine rivers and churches which he had fliewn you; 
•except the head of the Nile fhall be finer than all thefe, 
when, in reality, it will be juft like another river, you will 
ahen be diflatisfied, and not give him the faih.” 

I thought there was fomething very natural in thefe 
fufpicions of Woldo; befides, he faid he was certain that, if 
•ever the fafh came into the fight of Welled Amlac, by fame 
means or other he would get it into his hands. This ra¬ 
tional difeourfe had pacified me a little; the fafh was a hand- 
fome one; but it mud have been fine indeed to have dood 
for a minute between me and the accomplifhment of my 
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wifkes. I ki^tirtyhand then upon the pifiois that flack in 
toy girdl«y*|id drew them? out togive than to one of my 
fuite, when Woldo, whft.^ was for aether 

purpofe, rati fome pfccei back, behindAy^ 

Id’s fervant. We were all diverted thh^fm£fo**bu* hone 

fo much as Strates,Wlio thought < isira&lf. revenged for the 
alarm he had given him by falling through thereof of the 
houfc at Goutto. After having tidfcifcoff Hdlrfc. 

is your fafl|* Whldo^foid Ij^but maifc %hat 1 have Aid, and 
now ihoft fotioudy repeat foyou, Truth and good behavi¬ 
our will g«t. any thing faraarme ; but if, in. the courfe of 
this journey, you play onetrick. more, though ever lb trifling, 
t wilt bring fo$h a vtnge&nceupon your head that you fhall 
not be able to find .a place t» hide it irv when hot the fafh 
only will be taken fromyou, but your flan alfo wiH follow, 
iti remember wharhippened to ihe fcis at^amba.” 

■ ' i-' J t-J ' • 

He took the.fafh, but feemed terrified at the thrpat, and 
began to fnake apologies. “ G$me, come, faid 1, we under- 
ftand each other ; no more words;, it is now late, lofe no 
more time, but carry me to Geefh, and the head of .the Nile 
directly, without pfeatiable, and fhew me the hill that fe¬ 
rrates me from it: He then carried me round to the fouth 
fide of the church, out of the grove of trees that furrotinded. 
it, “ This is the hill, fay* he, looking archly, that, when 
you was on the other fide of .it, was fcftween you and the 
fountains of .the Nile-; there is no other; look at that hil- - 
lock of green fod in the middle of that watery fpot, it is in* 
that the two fountains of the Nile are to be found: Geelh 
is oft the face of the rock where yon green trees are: if you 
go the length of the ; fountains pull off yourflioes as you; 
did. the, other day, for, thefe people are all Pagans, worfe 

than) 
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it tfc^fbt-d, and tti£y believe in noni -,g 
that yoti believe, but oAly in this rivef,to which they ^ray 
OW!fry day as if itWfcm Odd jf buttliis perhaps you may do- 
likewifeJ*' Half uftdreffed as I "Was by lofsof my fafli, and 
throwing mythoes off; I rah down tftehSfl towards the little 
ifland of gteert fods, which Was about two hundred yard $ 
diflant j the whole fide of the hill 1 was thiek;grown over 
With flOWefS, the Iafgr. bulbous roofs of which' appearing 
dbofte the filrface of the ground, arid tfteif fkiris qpming 
Off on treading upon themi dccafibnetf t#o very fevere 
falls before f reached the brirtkOf the mfcrfhjT after this 
Came to the iflaild ofgFCeU tuff, Which was in form of 
an altar, apparently the work of atft, and I floodin rapture 
over the principal fountain which rifcs in the middle of it. 

If is eaf& to guef$ than todefcribe .the fituation of my 
inind at that moment—landing in that fpot Which had baf¬ 
fled the genius, ihduftfy, and inquiry Of both ancients and 
moderns, for the cbtifft Of near three thoufarrd years, Kings 
had attempted this difdbvery at the head of armies, and 
each expedition was diflinguilhed from the lafl, only by 
the difference of the numbers Which had'periflied, and a- 
greed alone in the difappointment which had uniformly, 
and without exception, followed them all. Fame, riches, 
and honour, had been held out for a feries of ages to every 
individual of thofe myriads thefe princes commanded-, with¬ 
out having produced one man capable of gratifying the 
curiofity of his fovereign, or wiping off this flam upon 
the enterprife and ‘abilities of mankind, or adding this de- 
fideratum for the encouragement of geography. Though 
a mere private Briton, I triumphed here, in my own mind,, 
over.kings and their armies;.and every comparifon was 

leading, 
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kading nearer and nearer to prefumption, when the place 
itfelf where Idood, the object of my vain-glory, fuggeftecl 
what depreiTed my fhort-lived triumphs. I was but a few 
minutes . arrived at the fources of the Nile, through num- 
berlefs dangers and fufferings, the lead of which would 
have overwhelmed me but for ;the continual, goodnefs 
and protection of Providence; I was, however^but then 
half through my journey ,and aU thofe dangers Which I 
had ajfeady paflbd, aWaited me again on my return. I 
found a*defponckncy gaining, ground fail upon me, and 
blading the cfownof laurels 1 had too ralbly woven for my- 
felf. 1 refolved therefore to divert^ till 1 could on more folid 
refle&ion overcome its progrefs. 

1 saw Strates expeding me on the fide of the lull. “ Stra¬ 
tes, faid I, faithful fquire, come and triumph'^With your 
Don Quixote at that ifland of Barataria where w t have wife- 
ly and fortunately brought ourfelves; come and triumph 
with me over all the kings of the earth, all their armies* 
all their philofophers, and all their heroes.”—“ Sir, fays 
Strates, I do not underdand a word of what you fay, and 
as little what.you mean; you very well know I am no 
fcholar; but you had much hetter leave that bog, come into 
the houfe, and look after Woldo; I fear he has fomething 
further to feek than your fafh, for he has been talking with 
the pld deyil-worfhipperever fince we arrived.”— M Did they 
fpeak fecretly together, faid 1 ?”—“ Yes, Sir, they did, I allure 
you.”—“ And in whifpers, Strates!”—“ As for that, replied 
he, they need not have been at the pains; they under¬ 
stand one another, I fuppofe, and the devil their mader un- 
derdands them both; but as for me I comprehend their 
difeourfe no more than if it was Greek/ as they fay. Greek j 
i fays 
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fays he, I am an afs; I Should know well enough what 
they faid if they fpoke Greek.”—■“ Come, faid I, take a 
draught of this excellent water, and drink with me a health 
to his majefty king George III. and a long line of princes.” I 
had in my hand a large cup made of a cocoa-nut (hell, 
which I procured in Arabia, and which Was brim-full. He 
drank to the king fpeedily and chearfully, with the addition 
of, “ Confufion to his enemies,” and toiled up his cap with a 
loud huzza. ft Now friend, faid I, here is to a more humble* 
but dill a facred game, here is to—Maria!” Be aiked if that 
was the Virgin Mary ? I anfwered, “ In faith, I believe fo, Stra- 
tes.” He did not fpeak,but only gave a humph of difappro- 
bation. 

The day had been very hot, and the' altercation I had 
with Woldo had occasioned me to ipeak fo much that my 
third, without any help from curiofity, led me to thefe fre¬ 
quent libations at this long fought-for fpring, the moft an¬ 
cient of all altars. ** Strates, faid I, here is to our happy re¬ 
turn. Come, friend, you are yet two toads behind me; can 
you ever be fatiated with this excellent water?”—“Look you, 
Sir, fays he very gravely, as for king George I drank to him 
with all my heart, to his wife^ to his children, to his bro¬ 
thers and liders, God blefs them all! Amen;—but as for the 
irgin Mary, as I am no Papift, I beg to be excufed from 
drinking healths Which my church does not drink. As for our 
happy return, God knows, there is no one wiihes it more 
fincerely than I do, for I have been long weary of this beg¬ 
garly country. But you muf^rgive me if I refufe to drink 
any more water. They fay thefe favages pray over that 
hole every morning to the devil, and I am afraid I feel, 
his horns in my belly already, from the great draught o 
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that hellifh waiter I drank ftrft.’*—-It was, indeed, as cold wa¬ 
iter as ever I tailed. tt Come, come, laid J, don’t tie peevilh, f 
have but one toad more to drink.”-r-“ Peevifli, or not peevilh, 
replied.Strates, a drop of knever again lh.all crofs my throat: 
there is no humour in this; no joke; fhew us fomething 
•pleafant as you nfed to do; but there is po jeft in meddling 
with devil- worfliipper$, witchcraft, and inebantments, to 
bring fome difeafe upon one’s felf here, fo far frpm home 
# in the fields. No, no, as many toafts in wine as you pleafe, 
or better in brandy, but no more water for Strates. I am 
furc 1 have done myfdf harm already with th$fe follies— 
God forgive jpe j*’—“ Then, fai<l I, I will drink it alone, and 
you are henceforward unworthy of the name of Greek; you 
do not even deferve that of a Chriftian.” Holding the full 
cup then to my head**" Were is to Catharine, emprefis of all 
the Ruflias, andfuqcefs .to her heroes at Paros; and hear * 
my prediction from this altar jto-day, Ages (hall not pals, be¬ 
fore this ground, whereon I now Rand, will become a flou- 
jifliing part of her dominions.” 

He leaped on this a yard from the ground. “ If the old 
gentleman has whifpered you this, fays he, out of the well, 
he has not kept you long time waiting; tell truth and 
fbame the devil, is indeed the proverb, but truth is truth, 
wherever it comes from; give'me the cup, I will drink th$gjj 
health though I Should die.” JHe they held out both his 
hands. “ Strates, faid 1, be in nofuch hafie; remember the 
water is .inchan ted by devil-Wor(hippers; there is no jefiing 
with thefe,and you are far lfepi home, aad in the fields, you 
may catch fame difeafe, efpecially if you drink the Virgin 
hlary; God forgive ypu. Remember the horns the firft 
{draught produced; they may with this come entirely 
a through 
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through and through.”^ The cup, the cup, fays he, and— 
fill it fall; I defy the devil, and truft in St George and the 
dragon.—Here is toCathlrine, emprefs of all the Ruffias, con- 
fufidn to her enemies, and damnation to all at Paros.”— 
“ Well, friend, faid I, you was long in refolving, but you 
have done it at laft to fome purpoffe; I dirt fure I did not 
drink damnation to all at Paros.”—Ah, fdy$ he, but I did, 
and Will do it again—Damnation to aH at Paros, and Cyprus, 
and Rhodes, Crete, and Mytilene into the bargain: Here it 
goes with all my heart. Amen, fo be it.”—■“ And who do 
you chink, fa£id I, arc at Paros F*— <<f Pray, who lhould be 
there, fays he, but Turks and devils, the worft race of men¬ 
ders and oppreflors in the Levant; 1 have been at Paros my- 
Telf; was you ever there w Whether I was ever there or 
not is no matter, faid I j^the emprefs’s fleet, and an army of 
Ruffians, are now poffibly there; and here you, without 
provocation, have drank damnation to the Ruffian fleet and 
army who have come fo far from home, and are at this mo¬ 
ment fword in hand to reftore you to your liberty, and the 
free exercife“of your religion yd id not I tell you, you was no 
Greek, and fcarcely deferved the name of Chriftian r”—“ No, 
no, Sir, cries Strafes, for God’s fake do not fay fo, I would 

rather die. f did not underftand you about Paros ; there 
4 • . 4 • 
jwas no malice in my heart againft the Ruffians. God will 

blcfs them, and my folly can do them no harm*—Huzza, 

Catharine, and vi&ory!” whilft lie tolled his cap into the 

air. 

A number of the Agows had appeared upon the hill, 
.juft before the valley, in filcnt wonder what Strati* and I 
were doing at the altar. Two or three only had'come 
down tc*the edge of the fwamp, had feen the grimaces and 

Vol. III. 4 G action 
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aftion of Strates, and heard him huzza; on which they had 
afked Woldo,as he entered into the village, what was the 
meaning of all this ? Woldo told them, that the man was 
out of his fenfes, and had been bit by a mad dog; which 
reconciled them immediately to us. They, moreover, faid, 
he would be infallibly cured by the Nile; but the cuftom, 
after meeting with fuch a misfortune, was to drink the wa¬ 
ter in the morning falling. I was very well pleafed both 
with this turn Woldo* gave the a&ion, and the remedy 
we Humbled upon by mere accident, which difcovered a 
connexion, believed to fubfift at this day, between this river 
and its ancient governor the dog-ftar. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Attempts of the Ancients to difcover the Source of the Nile—No Difcovery 
made in latter Times—-No Evidence of the Jefuits having arrived 
there—Kircber's Account fabulous^—Difcovery completely made by tic 
Author. 

\ 

F AR in antiquity as hiftory or tradition can lead us, far¬ 
ther Hill beyond the reach of either, (if we believe it 
was the firft fubjeft of hieroglyphics) begins the inquiry 
into the origin, caufc of increafe, and courfe, of this fa¬ 
mous river. It is one of the few phenomena in natural 
hillory that ancient philofophcrs employed themfelves in 
inveftigating, and people of all ranks feemed to have join¬ 
ed in the relearch with a degree of pcrfeverancc very un¬ 
common ; but ftill this difeovery, though often attempted 
under the moft favourable circumftances, has as conflantly 
mifearried ; it has baffled the endeavours of all ages, and 

4 G 2 at 
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at laft come dowti* as great a fecret as ever, to thefe latter 
times of bold and impartial inquiry. 

<i • 

Though Egypt was not created by^the Nile, it w*** the 
firft part that received benefit from.it; it was them, in the 
time of its overflowing, that it appeared in all its beauty, 
and Egypt meafuned its profpejity or defoiation by the a- 
bundance or fcantinefi of this ftream. It wal not, however* 
in Egypt the inquiries into the tktie and caufe of its hmn- 
dation began ; all thefe were fettled and reduced to rule be¬ 
fore a city was built within this reach Of the inundation. ’ 

/- \ *'»' J * ' * v. ' « 

Man, that knew ^pt the caufe, waa alfb ignorant of the 
limits of that inundation; having only in has mind a tradi* 
tion of deluges that had deftroyed the earth, traces o£ which* 
appeared on every hdb Hewa* with rcalbn aftaniflijed to 
fee; that, wild aqd wide as the torrent appeared,** was fub- 
ic<5t to the pootroul of fome«power that prohibited it front 
irregularity in the time of its coming, and forbade it to de- 
ftroy the land it was deftined to enrieh; they faw it fubfide 
within its banks, and overflow no more after it had afford¬ 
ed to hufbandry the utmoft advantage it could receive. But 
what the controuling power .was they knew not, confe- 
queutly could never divine whether this regularity was 
tranfitory or perpetual; whether it was not liable, at fome 
time, to break its bonds, and fwcep both man and his la¬ 
bours together into the ocean. 

Whether the Nile was constant to its time of rifing, whe¬ 
ther it did not revolve in fbme cycle or period, or whether;, 
arrived at a certain number of inundations, it was not to- 
flop and overflow no more, was what could only be deter¬ 
mined!! 
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mined by the inveftigation of the caufe, and the obferva- 
tions of a feries of year*. Before this, was thoroughly fet¬ 
tled and known, the farther might perhaps cultivate the 
plain of Egypt, but would riot build there; he would fix his 
dwelling on the mountain in defiance of the floods knd that 
this was fo, is evident from what we faw at Thebes, which 
the Aborigines did nos build, as we fee thoufandsof caves 
dug out of foKd. rock that were the dwellings;of the full 
inhabitants, the Troglodytes* beyondMerpe, : . 

i ' * ; * \"k 

The philofophers of Aforoc teem therefore to have been 
the firft that undertook the compiling a feries of obferva- 
tiona, which fhould teach their po&erity the proper times 
in which, they could fettle in, and cultivate Egypt, without 
feat of danger from the Nile, That ill and, full of flocks 
and £hepherdts, under a fley perpetually cloudlefis, having a 
twilight of Ihort duration, was placed between, the Nile and 
Aftaboras, where the two rivers collect the voters .that fall 
in the eaft and the weft of Ethiopia, and together in a 
latitude where the tropical rains ceafe; this land was too 
high to be overflowed by the Nik, but near enough to be¬ 
hold every alteration in that river’s increafe from the in- 
ftant it happened. 

■ V 

Sirius, the brighteft ftar in the Heavens, probably the 
largeft, perhaps the neared to us, in either cafe the moft ob¬ 
vious and ufeful for the prefent purpofe, was immediately 
vertical to Meroe ; and it did not long efcape obfervation, 
that the heliacal rifing of the dog-ftar was found to be the 
inftant when all Egypt was to prepare for the reception of 
a ftranger-flood, without which the hulbandman’s labour 

and expectation of harveft were in vain. The fields w^re 

dully 



! Sd6 


TO DISCOVER 


dufty and’ defeat; the farms without tenants, the tenants 
without feed, thehoufes perhaps fituated in the middle of 
the inundation, w hen, at a ftated time, this molt hrilliant 
fign (hone forth to warri the mafterto procure a peafant 
for his fiehl, the peafant to procure feed for his tenement, 
and the ftranger to remove his habitation from a fituation 
foon deftined to be laid wholly under, water. 

Nothing could be’mbre naturalvthan the inquiries how 
the encreafe of the flood was* thus connected with the ri- 
fmg of the dog-ft:yr; rajany ufeful difeoveries wene there¬ 
fore probably made in feardi after^ this, but- the caufe of 
the ihundatidh reiriai Aed iHSU* undifcoviwed ;?;**. laflthe ef- 
feds being fbund regular, and the efficient caufe ^gfcrutable, 
no wonder if gratitude transited to theftar* abortion of 
refpeft for the benefits they %espe' perfuaded they received 
from its influ^|fce. Thcwgh thefe observations were fuch as 
concerncd Eg^t and Nubia atene^yet from Egypt they paf- 
fed as objeds Poper for inquiry, as problems of the. great- 
eft corifeq-uence to philofophers, and- as phenomena worthy 
the attention of ^111 that ftudied^eure. 


A great ftep towards the accounting fof thefe phamome- 
na was believed td be the difeovery of the Nile’s fource, and 
this, as it was attended with very confiderable difliculties, 
was thought therefore to be a proper dbjed of inveftigation, 
even by kings, who difeovered nations by conquering them, 
and by their power, revenue, and armies, removed molt of 
ihofe obftaclcs which, fucceeding each others in detail, 
weary the diligence, overcome the courage, and bailie the 
fndfcavours of the moft intrepid and perfevering travellers. 


Sesostris 
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Sesostris, one of the earlieft and greateft conquerors of 
antiquity, is mentioned, amidft. all his vidories, earadtly to 
have defired to penetrate to the head of the Nile, as a glory 
he preferred to almoft univerfal monarchy 

Venit ad occajum , mundique extrema Scfojlris , 

Et Pharios currus regum cervicibus egit: . 

Ante tamest veftros amnes Rhodanumque , Padumque , 

SZuam Nilum de fonte bibit. — . 

Lucan. 


Cambyses’ attempt to penetrate into Ethiopia, and the defeat 
of his fchemes,! have already narrated, at fufficient length *. 


. i ....... V tfanus ortus 

Cambyjes longi populos pervenit ad asvi r 
DcfcQufque epulis, & pa/lus cade fuarum - 
Ignoto te, Nile , redit u- . * ■■ • »■■■■ — —*— 


Lucan. 


. The attention paid by-Alexander, the next prince who at¬ 
tempted an expedition towards thefe unknown fountains, 
merits a little more of our conEderation. After he had con¬ 
quered Egypt, and was arrived at the temple of Jupiter Am¬ 
mon, (the celebrated and ancient deity of the fliepherds) in 
the Theban defert, the firll queftidn he afkcd was con¬ 
cerning the fpot where the Nile rofe. Having received from 
the priells fufficient directions for attempting the difeovery, 
he is faid, as the next very fenfible ftep, to have chofen na¬ 
tives of Ethiopia as the likelied people to fuccced in the. 
fearch he had commanded them to make :— 


# Ve’. II, b, ii. cb.iji. 


Stimulus 
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SutjtfMb JBtK&Hkr regttMt tfkm Mmphit aderat, 
fnvi&t j&tfe, H^/kpe pcruftkt* tars 
JEtbkptM Ic&os: ilkt ndncumk'fm^i 
%ona pill tent*t r $fiUiM vidtfe cakitem. 

Lucak. 

These Ethiopians, parting from their temple in the de¬ 
fort of Elrah, or Oaib, or, which wilt come t0 die fame thing, 
from the banka of the Kile, or Thebes, would hold nearly 
the fame courfe as Poncet had done, till they fell in with 
the Nile about Mofeho jjk the kingdom of Dongola; they 
would concmne the fame rpum tUl they came to Halfaia, 
where the Bahar el Abiad .(or Wbiteriver) joins the Nile 
at Hojila, five miles abpve that town; and, to avoid the 
mountains of &uju«a, they w«^§| Gontinctse on the weft fide 
of. the Nile, l^tween it Sirf ^te Bahar el Abiad; and, keep¬ 
ing the Nile clpfe ,pp. kft, they Would follow its direc¬ 

tion feruth tp the mountains of Faznclo, through countries 
where its courfe nauft neceflarily be known. After having 
palEed the great chain of mountain, called Dyre and Tegla, 
between lat. % i* and t't N. Where ate the great cataracts, 
they again cameintothe fiat country of the Gongas, as far as 
fiizamo, nearly in 9 0 N, there the river, leaving its hitherto 
conftant direction, N. and & turns due E. and furrounds 
Gojam. 

It is probable the difCoverefs, always looking for it to the 
foutli, took this unufual hidden turn eaft to be ( only a wind¬ 
ing df the river, which wtwild foon be compenfated by an 
equal return to the weft where they would meet it again ; 
they therefore continued their jotirney fouth, till near thelinc, 
and never faw it more, as they could have nopoilible notion 

4 it 
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it had turned back behind them, and that they had left it as 
far north as lat. 1 r They reported then to Alexander what 
was truth, that they had afeended the Nile as far fouth as lat. 
9 0 , where it unexpectedly took its courfe to the eaft, and was 
feen no more. The river, moreover, was not known, nor to 
be heard of near the Line, or farther fouthward, nor was 
it diminiftied id fize, nor had it given any fymptom they 
were near its fource; they had found the Nile calentem , (warm) 
while they expeCted its rife among melting fnows. 

This difeovery (for fo far it was one) of the courfe of 
the river to the eaft, feems to have made a ftrong impreflion 
on Alexander’s mind, fo that when he arrived at near the 
head of the Indus, then fwelled with the thawing fnows of 
mount Caucafus, and overflowing in fummer, he thought 
he was arrived at the fource of this famous river the Nile 
which he had before feen in the weft, and rejoiced at it ex¬ 
ceedingly, as the nobleft of his atchievements *; he imme¬ 
diately wrote to acquaint his mother of it; but being foon 
convinced of his error, and being far above propagating a 
falfehood, even for his own glory, he inftantly crafed what 
he had wrote upon that fubjeCt. This however did not en¬ 
tirely dilfatisfy Alexander, for he propofed an expedition in 
perfon towards thefe fountains, if he had returned from 
India in fafety. 


♦ H 


Kort 


/ 

* Aniaous de Exped. Alexandii, lib. vi. 


VOL. HI. 
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-Non illijflcimmiiy nec undcgy 
Nec Jierilis Libye y nec Syrticus objUtit Ammon . 

IJfct in occafusy mundi devexcifecnt.is: 

Ambijfetque pcdosy Nilumque a fonte bibijfet: 

Occurrit fuprcma dies , naturaque folum 
Hunc potuiijinem vefano ponerc regi. 

Lucan. 

It muft no doubt feem prcpofterous to tliofc that arc 
not very converfant with the claffics, that a prince fo well 
inllrudted as Alexander himfelf was, who had with him in 
his army many philofophers, geographers, and aftrono- 
mers, and was in conftant correfpondence with Arillotle, a 
man of almoft univerfal knowledge, that, after having fecn 
the Nile in Egypt coming from the fouth, he Ihould think 
he was arrived at the head of it while on the banks of the 
Indus, fo far to the N. E. of its Ethiopian courfc. This 
difficulty, however, has a very cafy folution in the prejudi¬ 
ces of thofe times. The ancients were incorrigible as to. 
their error in opinion concerning two feas. 

The Cafpian Sea they had failed through in feveral direc¬ 
tions, and had almoft marched round it; and wliilft they 
conquered kingdoms between it and the fea, its water was 
fweet, it neither ebbed nor flowed, and yet they moll ridi- 
culoufly would have it to be part of the ocean. On the 
other hand, they obftinately perfifted in believing that, from 
the call coaft of Africa, about latitude 13*^.fouth, a neck of 
land ran caft and north-eaft, and joined tlltypeninfula of In¬ 
dia, and by that means made this part of the ocean a lake. 
In vain Ihips of different nations failed for ages to Sofala, 
and law no fuch land; this only made them remove the 
j neck 
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neck of land further to the fouth; and though Eudoxus had 
failed from the Red Sea around the Cape of Good Hope, 
which mud have totally deftroyed the poilibility of the ex¬ 
igence of that land fuppofed to join the two continents, ra¬ 
ther than allow this, they neglected the information of this 
navigator, and treated it as a fable. 

It was the conftant opinion of the Greeks, that no river 
Could rife in the torrid zone, as alfo, that the melting or 
fnow was the caufe of the overflowing of all rivers in the 
heat of fummer, and fo of the Nile among the reft ; when, 
therefore, Alexander heard from his difeoverers, that the 
Nile, about latitude 9°,ran ftraightto'tlic eaft,and returned no 
more, he imagined the river’s courfe was caftward through 
the imaginary neck of land inclofmg the imaginary lake, 
and joining the pcninfula of India, and that the river, after 
it had eroded, continued north till it came within reach 
•of the thawing of the fnows of Mount Caucafus; and this 
was alfo the opinion of Ptolemy the geographer. 

Ptolemy Phil.* delphus, the fccond of thbfc princes who 
had fucceedcd to the throne of Alexander in Egypt, was the 
next who marched into Ethiopia with an army again ft the 
Shangalla. His object was not only to difeover the fourcc 
of the Nile, but alfo to/procure a perpetual fupply of ele¬ 
phants to enable him /o cope with the kings of Syria. The 
fuccefs of this cjy/'dition wc have related in the firlt vo¬ 
lume, book ii. clj/p. v, 

NPfor.EMY Evergetes, his fucceftbr, in the 271I1 year of 
his reign, being in peace with all his neighbours, under¬ 
took an expedition to Ethiopia. J iis delign was certainly 

4 Ii 2 to 



6lZ 


TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


to difcover the fountains of the Nile, in which he hadpro* 
bably fucceeded had he not miftaken the river itfclf. He 
fuppofed the Siris, now the Tacazze, was the Nile, and, af- 
cending in the dire&ion of its ftream, he came to Axum, 
the capital of the province of Sire and of Ethiopia. But the 
ftory he tells about the fnow which he found knee-deep on 
the mountains of Samen, makes me queftion whether he 
ever eroded the Siris, or was himfelf an ocular witnefs of 
what he fays he obferved there. 

Cjesar, between the acquifition of a rich and powerful 
kingdom, and the enjoyment of the fineft woman in the 
world, the queen of it, is faid to have employed fo intereft* 
ing an interval in a calm inquiry after the fource of this 
river, and, in fo doing at fuch a time, furely has paid it a 
greater compliment than it ever yet received from any that 
attempted the difeovery. On that night, which completed 
the deftru&ion of the Egyptian monarchy, it is faid this 
was the topic upon which he entertained the learned of 
Alexandria at fupper; addrefling himfelf to Acliorcus, high 
priefl of the Nile, he fays, 

-Nibil e/I, quod nofeert maUm ,- 
$luam fluvit caufas , per fccula taut a latcntis , 

Ignotumque caput: Jpes fit mihi cenfa vtdendi 
Niliacos fontes , helium civile rclinqucb,'. 

Lucan. 

The poet here pays the far a compliment upon his curio- 
flty, or defire of knowledge, very much at the cxpcnce ofdiis 
patriotifm; for he makes him declare, in fo many words, 
that he conudcrcd making war with his country as the 
2 greateft 
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greateft pleafurc of his life, never to be abandoned, but for 
that fuperior gratification—the difeovery of the fountains 
of the Nile. 

Achoreus, proud of being referred to on fuch a fubject 
by fuch a perfon, enters into a detail of information. 

^ua till nofeendi Kilum, Romanc, cupido e/I, 

JIcce Phariis, Perjijque fult, Maccdumqtic tyrannis: 

Nullcufuc non atas vo/uit confcrre f/turis 

Nothiam: fed vincit adhuc naturn la tend!. Luc Ala. 

Nero, as we are told,'fent two centurions in fcarch of 
this river, and on their return they made their report in 
prefence of Seneca, who docs not feem to have greatly dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by his inquiries. They reported, that 
after having gone a very long way, they came to a king of 
Ethiopia, who furnilhed them with nccellarics and affiitance, 
and with his recommendations they arrived at fomc other 
kingdoms next ro thefe, and then came to immenfe lakes, 
the end of which was unknown to the natives, nor did any 
one ever hope to find it: this was all the faris faction Nero 
procured, and it is probable thefe centurions went not far, 
but were difeouraged, and turned back with a trumped-up 
ilory invented to coyer their want of fpirit, for we know 
now that there an? no fuch lakes between Egypt and the 
iburce of the NLKffbut the lake Tzana, or Dembea, and while 
on the btfliSsyr this, they miglit have fecn the country bc- 
yonej/and on every fide of it * ; but I rather think no fuch 

attempt 

* Another rtalb'.i «!:•• ! thii.h tl’.is r' ’.nr of the ce i:,:r i::: f a liOiuous i.\ "J*t; 

f«sv the diftance between Syene and Mernc u Civ r.iiks. I'] a. I.b. f>. e.tf- 2'j. 
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attempt was made, unlefs they endeavoured to pafs the 
country of the Shangalla about the end of June or J uly, 
when that province, as I have already laid, is abfolutely 
impaffiblc, by the rapid vegetation of the trees, and the 
ground being all laid under water, which they might have 
miftaken for a feries of lakes. 

After all thefc great efforts, the learned of antiquity 
began to look upon the diicovcry as defperate, and not to 
be attained, for which reafon both poets and liiitorians 
fpeak of it in a llrain of defpondency :— 

Sccrcto dc fontc cadcns; qui femper inani 
Stuacrcndus ratione lately nec coutigit ulli. 

Hoc vidijfc caput, fertur fine tejle crcatus, 

Claudian. 

And Pliny, as late as the time of Trajan, fays, that thefe 
fountains were in his time utterly unknown— Nilus inccrth 
ortus fontibus , it per deferta ct ardentia , ct immenfo longitudinis fpatio 
ambulam* i —nor was there any other attempt made later by 
the ancients. 

Froli this it is obvious, that none of the ancients ever 
made this difeovery of the fource of the Nile. They gave it 
up entirely, and caput Kill quacrcre bccamuyi proverb, marking 
the difficulty, or rather the impoffibility of any under¬ 
taking. Let us now examine the pretcnfiW* of the mo¬ 
derns. 

T HE 


’* Pliny, Nat. Hilt. lib. v. cap. 9, 
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The firft in latter days who vifited Abyffinia was a monk, 
and at the fame time a merchant; he was lent by Nonnoius, 
ambaffador of the emperor JuRin, in the fifth year of the 
reign of that prince, that is A. D. 5 2 2. He is called Cofmas the 
hermit, as alfo Indoplauilcs. Many have thought that this 
name was given him from his having travelled much in 
India, properly fo called ; blit we have no evidence that Cel- 
mas was ever in the Aliatic India, and I rather imagine he 
obtained his name from his travels in Abvllinia, called by 
the ancients India; he went as far as Axuin, and feems to 
have paid proper attention to the difference of climates, 
names, and fituations of places, but he arrived not at the 
Nile, nor did he attempt it. The province of the Agows 
was probably at that time inacceflible, as the court was 
then in Tigre at Axum, a confiderablc diftance beyond the 
Tacazze, and is to the ealhvard of it. 

None of the Portuguefe who firfl arrived in Abyffmia, 
neither Covillan, koderigo de Lima, Chriftopher de Gama, 
nor the patriarch AlphonfoMcndes, ever law, or indeed pre¬ 
tended to have fecn, the fource of the Nile. At lalt, in the 
reign of Za Denghcl, came Peter Pacz, who laid claim to this 
honour ; how far his pretcnlions are jult I am now goingto 
confidcr.—Paez has left a hiRory of the million, and fome 
remarkable occurrences that happened in that country, in 
two thick volumes o&^o, clofely written in a plain Rile ; 
copies of this work^wei c circulated through every college 
and feniinai^y^f^fuits that cxiRed in his time, and which 
have becycverywhcrc found in their libraries lince the dii- 
grace &f hat learned body. 


At II AKA SI us 
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Athanasius Kircher, a Jefuir,well known for his exten- 
five learning and voluminous writings, and ftill more for 
the rafhnefs with which he advances the mod improbable 
fa&s in natural hiftory, is the man that firft publifhed an 
account of the fountains of the Nile, and, as he fays, from 
this journal left by Peter Paez. 

I must, however, here obferve, that no relation of this 
kind was to be found in three copies of Peter Paez’s hiftory, 
to which I had accefs when in Italy, on my return home. 
One of thefe copies I faw at Milan, and, by the intereft of 
friends, had an opportunity of perufing it at my leifure. 
The other two were at Bologna and Rome. I ran through 
them rapidly, attending only to the place where the deferip- 
tion ought to have been, and where I did not find it; but 
having copied the firft and laft page of the Milan manu- 
feript, and comparing them with thefe two laft mentioned, 
I found that all the three were, word for word, the fame, 
and none of them contained one fyllable of the difeovery of 
the fource. 

However this be, I do not think it is right for me to pro¬ 
nounce thus much, unlefs I bring collateral proofs to 
ftrengthen my opinion, and to {hew that no fuch excurfion 
was ever pretended to have been made by that miflionary, in 
any of his works, unlefs that which p^fied through the hand 
of Kircher. 

Alphonso Menjdes dame into AbyfliniaSiboutV year af¬ 
ter Paez’s death. New and dcfireablc as that difcovctyjQiuJ^ 
have been to himfelf, to the pope, king of Spain, and all his 
great patrons in Portugal and Italy, though lie wrote the 

hiftory 
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hiftory of the country, and of the particulars concerning the 
million in great derail, and with good judgment, yet he ne¬ 
ver mentions this journey of Peter Paez, though it proba¬ 
bly mull have been conveyed to Rome and Portugal, after 
his infpedtion, and under his authority. 

Balthazar Tellez, a learned Jefuit, has wrote two vo¬ 
lumes in folio with great candour and impartiality, conlider- 
ing the fpirit of thofe times ; and he declares his work to 
be compiled from this hiftory of Alphonfo Mendes the pa¬ 
triarch, from the two volumes of Peter Paez, as well as from 
the regular reports made by the individuals of the company 
ii. fome places, and by the provincial letters in others; to all 
which he had compleat accefs, as alfo to the annual reports 
of Peter Paez among the reft, from 1598 to 1622 ; yet Tellez 
makes no mention of fuch a difeovery, though he is very 
particular as to the merit of each millionary during the 
long reign of Sultan Segued, or Socinios, which occupies 
more than half of the two volumes. 

After thefe ftrong preemptions, that Peter Paez neither 
made fuch a journey nor ever pretended it, I fhall fubmit 
the account that Paez himfclf, or Kircher for him, has gi¬ 
ven of the expedition and confequent difeovery; and if any 
ef my readers can perfuade themfclves that a man of ge¬ 
nius, fuch as was Peter cz, tranfported by accident to thefe 
fountains, and cxulping as he does upon the difeovery, 
the value of,*tfrEfdr he feems to have known well, could 
yet have g/ven fuch a defeription as he docs, I am then 
contented with being only the partner of Peter Paez. 

\ol. III. - 4 I Before 
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Before I Rate the account of his obfervations in his own* 
or in Kircher's words, 1 have one obfervation to make re¬ 
garding the dates and time of the journey* That memo¬ 
rable day which has been fixed upon for the difcovery, is 
the 21ft of April 1618. The rains are then begun, and on 
that account the feafon being very unwholefome, armies, 
without extreme neceflity, are rarely in the field ; between 
September and February at farthcft is the time the Ab) fli- 
nian army is abroad from the capital, and in action. 

There are two nations of Agows in Abyflinia, the one 
near the fountains of the Nile, called the Agows of JDamot ; 
the other near the head of the Tacazze, in the province of 
Lafta, called the Tcheratz Agows. Now, we fee from the 
annals of Socinios’s reign, that he had feveral campaigns 
againft the Agows. The firft was in the fourth year of his 
reign, in the year 1608 ; his annals fay it was againft the 
Tcheratz Agow. His fecond campaign was in the feventh 
year of his reign, or 1611; that, too, was againft the Agows 
of Lafta; fo that if Peter Paez was with the emperor in either 
of thefe campaigns, he could not have fcen the head of any 
river but that of the Tacazze. The third campaign was in 
in 1625, againft Sacala, Geefti, and Afhoa, when the Galla 
made an inroad into Gojam, but retired upon the royal 
army’s marching againft: them, ,and crofted the Nile into 
their own country. Socinios upon ft\is had advanced againft 
the Agows of Dampt, then in rebellioidv^lfo, and had fought 
with Sacala, Afhoa, and Geefh likewiteT'"tft fc Nfl an imme¬ 
diately contiguous to the fources. Now this was furely 
the time when Peter Paez, or any attendant on the emperor, 
might have feen the fountains of the Nile in fafety, as the 
king’s army, in whole or in part, mult have been encamp¬ 
ed 
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ed near, or perhaps upon, the very fources themfclves; a 
place, of all other, fuited for fuch a purpofe; but this was in 
the year 1625, and Peter Paez died in the year 1622. 

I shall now date, in Kircher’s own words, tranflated in¬ 
to Englilh, the description he Iras given, as fiom Paez, of 
the fources which he faw; and I will fairly fubmit, to any 
reader of judgment, whether this is a defeription he ought 
to be content with from an eye-witnefs, whether it may not 
fuit the fources of any other river as well as thole of the 
Nile, or whether in itielf it is dillin< 5 l enough to leave one 
clear idea behind it. 

*‘The river*, at this day, by the Ethiopians is-called the 
Abaoy; it rifes in the kingdom of Gojam, in a territory 
called Sabala, whofe inhabitants are called Agows. The 
fource of the Nile is fituated in the well part of Gojam, in 
the higheft part of a valley, which rcfembles a great plain 
on every fide, furrounded by high mountains. On the 21ft 
of April, in the year 1618, being here, together with the king 
and his army, I afeended the place , and obferved every thing 
with great attention; I difeovered firft two round fountains, 
each about four palms in diameter, and faw, with the great- 
efb delight, what neither Cyrus f king of the Perfians, nor 
Cambyfes, nor Alexander the Great, nor the famous Julius 
Oefar, could ever difeov^r. The two openings of thefe foun¬ 
tains have no iflue in-fhe plain on the top of the mountain, 
but flow froartiui root of it. The fecond fountain lies 

41 2 about 


* In CEdipo Syntagma, I. cap. vii. p. 57. 
t I never heard that Cyrus bad attempted this difeovery. 
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about a ftone-caft weft from the firft: the inhabitants fa j 
that this whole mountain is full of water, and add, that 
the whole plain about the fountain is floating and un- 
fteady, a certain mark that there is water concealed un¬ 
der it; for which reafon, the water does not overflow at 
the fountain, but forces itfelf with great violence out at the 
foot of the mountain. The inhabitants, together with the 
emperor, who was then prefent with his army, maintain 
that that year it trembled little on account of the drought, 
but other years, that it trembled and overflowed fo as that 
it could fcarcc be approached without danger. The breadth 
of the circumference may be about the call of a fling: be¬ 
low the top of this mountain the people live about a league 
diftant from the fountain to the weft ; and this place is call¬ 
ed Geefli, and the fountain feems to be a cannon-fhot di¬ 
ftant from Gcc£h; moreover, the field where the fountain is, 
is upon all fides difficult of accefs, except on the north fide, 
where it may be afeended with eafe.” 

I shall make only a few obfervations upon this deferip- 
tion, fufficient to fhew that it cannot be that of Paez, or any 
man who had ever been in Abyflinia: there is no fuch place 
known as Sabala; he fhould have called it Sacala: in the E- 
thiopic .language Sacala means the higheft ridge of land, 
where the water falls down equally on both fides, from eaft 
and weft, or from north and fouth. So the fharp roofs of 
our houfes, or tops of our tents, in thaj manner are called 
Sacala, becaufe the water runs down'cqtraUy on oppofite 
fides; fo does it in the higheft lands in 6very country, and 
fo here in Sacala, where the Nile runs to the north, but 
fcvcral ftreams, which form the rivers Lac and Tcmfi, fall 
down the cliff, or precipice, and proceed fouthward in 

the 
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the plain of Afhoa about 300 feet below the level of the 
ground where the mountain of Geefh Hands, at the very 
foot of which is the marlh wherein are the fources of 1 the 
river. 

Again, neither Sacala nor Gedh are on the weft fide of 
Gojam, nor approach to thefe dire&ions; as, firft the high 
mountains of Litchambara, then the ftill higher of Amid 
Amid, are to be crofted over, before you reach Gojam from 
Sacala; and after descending from that high barrier of moun¬ 
tains called Amid Amid, you come into the province of Da- 
mot, when the whole breadth of that province is ftill be¬ 
tween you and the weft, part of Gojam. Thefe are miftakes 
which it is almoft impoftible to make, when a man is up¬ 
on the fpot, in the midft of a whole army, every one ca¬ 
pable, and furely willing (as he was a favourite of the king 
to give him every fort of information; nor was there proba¬ 
bly any one there who would not have thought himfelf 
honoured to have been employed to fetch a Jlmw for him 
from the top of Amid Amid. 

Both the number and fituations of the fountains, and the 
fituations of the mountain and village of Geefh with refpeft 
to them, are therefore abfolutely falfe, as the reader will ol>- 
ferve in attending to my narrative and the map. This rela¬ 
tion of Paez’s was h>my hand the 5th of November, when 
I furveved thefe fountains, and all the places adjacent. 1 mea- 
fured all ftiadiftanccs with a gunter’s chain in my own hand, 
and found every one of them to be imaginary ; and thefe 
meafurcs fo taken, as alfo the journal now fubmitted to the 
public, were fairly and fully written the fame day that 
they were made, before the clofe of each eveping. 


Ir 
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It is not cafy to conceive what fpecies of information 
Paez intends to convey to us by the obfervation he makes 
lower, w That the water, which found way at the foot of 
the mountain, did not flow at the top of it.” It would have 
been very Angular if it had; and I fully believe that a 
mountain voiding the water at its top, when it had free ac- 
ccfs to run out at its bottom, would have been one of the 
moll curious things the two Jefuits could ever have feen 
in any voyage. But what mountain is it he is fpeaking of? 
he has never named any one, but has faid the Nile was fl- 
tuated in the liigheft part of a plain. I cannot think he 
means by this that’ the higheft part of a plain is a moun¬ 
tain ; if he does, it is a fpecies of defeription which would 
need an interpreter. He fays again, the mountain is full 
of water, and trembles; and that there is a village below 
the top of the mountain, on the mountain itfelf. This I ne¬ 
ver faw; they mull have cold and flippery quarters in that 
mountain, or whatever it is; and if he means the moun¬ 
tain of Geefli, there is not a village within a quarter a mile 
of it. The village of Geefli is in the middle of a high cliff, 
defeending into the plain of Aflioa. The bottom of that 
cliff or plain is 300 feet, as I have already faid, below the 
bafe of the mountain of Geefli, and the place where the 
fountains ^fe. 

Paez next fays, that it is three miles from that village 
of Geefli to the fountains of the Nile. Now, as my quadrant 
was placed in my tent, on the brink of the cliff of Geefli, 
it was neceflTary for me to meafure that diftance; and by al¬ 
lowing for it to reduce my obfervations to the exadfc fpot 
where the fources rofe, I did accordingly with a chain 
4 meafure 
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meafurc from the brink of the precipice to the center of 
the altar, in which the principal fountain Hands, and found 
it 1760 feet or 586 yards 1 feet, and this is the diftanccPaez 
calls a league, or the largefl range of a (hell fhot from a 
mortar; this I do aver is an error that is abfolutely impoffi- 
ble for any travellers to commit upon the fpot, or elfe his 
narrative in general fhould have very little weight in point 
of precifion. 

I shall clofe thefe obfervations with one which I think 
muil clearly evince Paez had never been upon the fpot. 
He fays the field, in which the fountains of the Nile are, 
is of very difficult accefs, the afeent to it being very fteep, 
excepting on the north, where it is plain and eafy. Now, if 
we look at the beginning of this description, we fhould 
think it would be the defeent, not the afeent that would be 
troublefome; for the fountains were placed in a valley, and 
people rather defeend into valleys than afeend into them; 
but fuppofing it a valley in which there was a Held, upon 
which there was a mountain, and on the mountain thefe 
fountains, Hill I fay that thefe mountains arc nearly inac- 
ceffible on the three fides, but that the molt difficult of them 
all is the north, the way we afeend from the plain of Gout- 
to. From the eaft, by Sacala, the afeent is made from the 
valley of Litchainbara, and from the plain of Aflba, to the 
fouth, you have the* almoft perpendicular craggy cliff of 
Geefli, covered with thorny bullies, trees, and bamboos, 
which conceal the mouths of the caverns; and, on the 
north, you have the mountains of Aformalha, thick-fet with 
all forts of thorny flirubs and trees, cfpecially with the 
kantuffa; thefe thickets arc, moreover, full* of wild bcafls, 

cfpecially 
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cfpecially huge, long-haired baboons, which we frequently 
met walking upright. Through thefe high and difficult 
mountains we have only narrow paths, like thofe of ffiecp, 
made by the goats, or the wild beads we are fpeaking of, 
which, after we had walked on them for a long l'pace, land¬ 
ed us frequently at the edge of lome valley, or precipice, 
and forced us to go back again to fearch for a new road. 
From towards Zeegam, to the weftward, and from the plain 
where the river winds fo much, is the only eafy accel's to 
the fountains of the Nile, and they that afccnd to them by 
this way will not think even that approach too eafy. 

It remains only for me to fay, that neither have thejefuits, 
(Paez his brethren in the million, and his contemporaries) 
made any geographical ufe of this difeovery, cither in lon¬ 
gitude or latitude; nor have the hiftorians of his fociety, 
who have followed afterwards, with all the information and 
documents before them, thought proper even to quote his 
travels; it will not he eafy, from the authority of a man like 
Athanalius Kircher, writing at Rome, to fupport the reality 
of fuch a difeovery, not to be found in the genuine writings 
of Peter Paez liimfelf. With fuch a voyage, if it had been 
real, there Ihould have been publilhcd at lead an itinerary, 
and molt of thejefuits were capable enough to have made 
a rough obfervation of longitude and latitude, in the coun¬ 
try where they redded, for near one hundred years. Add 
to this, no obfervation appears from any Jefuit of the idola¬ 
try or pagan worffiip, which prevailed near the fource of 
the Nile, and this would feem to have been their immediate 
province. 


* 
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From Dancaz they might have taken very properly their 
departure, and, by a compafs, the ufe of which was then 
well known to the Portuguefe, they might have kept their 
route to thofe fountains without much trouble, and, with 
a fufficicnt degree of exa&nefs, to fhew all the world the 
road by which they went. They were not fifty miles 
ltant from Geefh when at Gorgora, and they have erred a- 
bove fixty, which is ten miles more than the whole diftancc; 
this happened becaufe they fought the fountains in Goj m, 
from which, at Gorgora, they knew themfelves to be at 
that diftance, and where the fource of the Nile never was. 

When I fet out from Gondar, whofe latitude and longi¬ 
tude I had firfi well afeertained, I thought in fuch a pur- 
fuit as this, where local difeovery was the only thing fought 
after in all ages, that the bell way was to fubftitute perhaps 
a drier journal, or itinerary, to a more pleafant account; 
with this view I kept the length of my journics each day by 
a watch, and my direction by the compafs. I did obferve, 
indeed, many altitudes of the fun and ftars at Dingleber, at 
Kclti, and at Goutto; and laflly, I afeertained the other ex¬ 
treme, the fources of the Nile, by a number of obfervations 
of latitude, and by a very diftindt and favourable one for the 
longitude : I calculated none of tliefe celeftial obfervations 
till I went back to Gondar. 1 returned by a different way on 
the other fide of the Nile, and made one obfervation of the 
fun at Welled Abea Abbo, the houfe of Slialaka Welled Am- 
lac, of whom I am about to fpeak. Arrived at Gondar, I 
fummed up my days journies, reduced my bearings and 
diilanccs to a plain courfc, as if I had been at fea, taking a 
mean where there was any thing doubtful, and in this topo¬ 
graphical draught laid down every village through which 

Vol. I 1 L 4 K I had 
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I had palled, or which I had fecn at a fmall dillance out of 
the road, to which I may add every river, an immenfc num¬ 
ber of which I had eroded between Gondar and Geelh, 
whither 1 was going. The reader, upon the infpedtion of 
this fmall map, will form fome, but a very inadequate idea 
of the immenfe labour it coft me: However, the relult, 
when I arrived at Gondar, amply rewarded me for my pains, 
upon comparing my route by the compafs, to what it came 
to be when ascertained by observation ; 1 found my error of 
computation upon the whole to be Something more than 9 
miles in latitude, and very nearly 7 in longitude ; an error 
not perceptible in the journey upon any reduced Scale, and 
very immaterial to all purpofes of geography in any large 
one. 

Now Peter Paez, or any man laying claim to a difeovery 
fd long and So ardently defired, Should Surely have done the 
fame; especially as from Gorgora he had little more than 
half of the journal to keep. But if it were true, that he 
made the discovery which Kircher attributes to him, Hill, 
for want of this neceflary attention, he has left the world in 
the darknefs he found it; he travelled like a thief, difeover- 
ed that Secret fource, and took a peep at it, then covered it 
again as if he had been affrightened at the fight of it. 

Ludolf and Voffius are very merry, without mentioning 
names, with this ftory of the difeovery, .which they think 
Kircher makes for Peter Paez, whom they call the River 
Finder: they fay, it is extremely laughable to think, that the 
emperor of Abyflinia brought a Jefuit of Europe to be the 
antiquary of his country, and to inftrudt him firlf, that the 
fountains of the Nile were in his dominions, and in what 
a part 
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part of them. But, with Voflius’s leave, this is a fpecies of 
intemperate ill-founded criticifm ; neither Kirchcr, nur i r, z, 
nor whoever was author of that work, ever faid they in- 
ftru&ed the emperor about the place in his dominions where 
the Nile arofe, as what he fays is only that the Agows c: 
Geefh reported that the mountain trembled in dry weather, 
and had done lb that year, when the emperor, who was 
prefent, confirmed the Agow’s report: this is notfavmg that 
Peter Paez told the emperor encamped with his army upon 
the fountains, that the Nile rofe in his dominions, and that 
this was the fource. Wo be to the works of Scali/er, Bo- 
chart, or VofiSlus, when they fliall, in their turn, be iiibniiticd 
to fuch criticifm as this. 

A Protestant million was the next, that I know of at 
leaft, which l'ucceeded that of the Portuguefe, and confided 
only of one traveller, Peter Heyling, of Lubec ; although 
he lived in the country, nay, governed it*feveral years, he 
never attempted to vifit the fource of that*fiver ; he had de¬ 
dicated himfelf to a lludious and foiirary life, having, a- 
mong other parts of his reading, a very competent know¬ 
ledge of Roman, or civil law ; he is laid to have given a 
great deal of his time to the compiling an infi.itrite of that 
law in the Abvilinian language for the ufe of that nation, 
upon a plan he had brought from Germany; but he did not 
live to iimlh it, though that and two other books, written in 
Geez, fiill exilt in private hands in Abyflinia, at lead I have 
been often confidently told lo. 

The next and lafl attempt I fhall take notice of, and one 
•of the m.oi! extraordinary that ever was made for the difi- 
•covcrv of the Nile, was that of a German nobleman, Peter 

4 K. 2 Jofeph 
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Jofeph le Roux, comte de Defneval. This gentleman hadr 
been in the Danifh navy ever fince the year 1721, and in 
1739 was raifed to the rank of rear-admiral in that fervice. 
He fays, in a publication of his own now lying before me, 
that the ambafladpr of Louis XIV. (M. du Roule) and all 
thofe fent by the Dutch and Englifh to vifit that country, 
had perifhed, becaufe they were ignorant of the proper key 
to be employed to enter that country, which he flattered 
himfelf he had found in Denmark. 

In 1739 he refigned Iris Danifh commiflion, and began? 
his firft attempt in Egypt, whilft, for the greater facility of 
travelling in thefe mild and bofpitable countries, he took his 
wife along with him. The count and the countefs went 
as far as Cairo, where they wifely began at a feftival to dif- 
pute upou the etiquette with a Turkifh mob, and this bring* 
ing the janizaries and guards of police upon them to take 
them into cuftody, the grey mare , as they fay, proved the 
better borfe ; Madfme la comteflc de Defneval exerted her- 
felf fo much, that fhe defeated the body of janizaries, 
wounding feveral of them, armed only with a very femi¬ 
nine weapon, a pair of feiflars, which, with full as much 
profit, and much more decency, (lie might have been ufing, 
furrounded with her family at home. 

However well acquainted the count was with the key 
for entering into Abyflinia, he had not apparently got the 
door. In fac% his firft fcheme was a raoft ridiculous one ; 
he refolved to afeend the Nile in a barge armed with 
fmall cannon, and all necefiiiry provilions for himfelf and 
wife. Some people wifer than himfelf, whrm lie met at 
Cairo, fuggefted to him, that, fuppoiing government m ; ght 

pro toft 
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protect him fo far as to allow his barge fafely to pafs ihc 
confines of Egypt and to the firft cataratft, where the ma. 
lice of the pilots would certainly have deftroyed her, and 
fuppofing Ihe was arrived at lbrim or Deir, the laft garrifons 
depending on Cairo, and that this might have been atchic- 
ved by money, (for by money any thing may be obtained 
from the government of Cairo,) yet ft ill, fome days jour¬ 
ney above the garrifons of Deir and lbrim, begin the bar¬ 
ren and dreadful deferts of Nubia ; and farther fouth, at the 
great cararaft of Jan Adel, the Nile falls twenty feet down 
a perpendicular rock; fo here certainly was to be the end of 
his voyage ; but the count, being ignorant of the manners 
of thofe countries, and exceedingly prefumpruous of his- 
own powers, flattered himfelf to obtain fucli alliftance from 
the garrifon of lbrim and Deir, that he could unferew his. 
veflfel, take her to pieces, and carry her, by force of men, 
round behind the cataract, where he was to referew and 
launch her again into the Nile. 

The Kennoufs, inhabiting near the cataradf, have feveraf 
villages, particularly two, one called Succoot, or the place of 
tents, where Kalid Ibn el Waalid, after taking Syenc in the 
Khalifat of Omar, encamped his army in his march to 
Bongola; the other, in a plain near the river, called 
Afel Dim mo, or the Field of Blood, where the fame Kalid 
defeated an army of Nubians, who were marching to the re¬ 
lief of Dongola, which was by him immediately after befie- 
ged and taken. Thefc two villages are on the Egyptian fide 
of the cataract; the dircdl occupation of the inhabitants 
is gathering fena, where it very much abounds, and they 
carry it in boats down to Cairo. Above, and on the other 
fide of the cataract, is another large village of the Ken. 

nuufs, 
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noufs, called Takaki. Some of thefe miferable wretches, 
were brought to the count, and a treaty made, that all thefe 
men of the two villages were to affift him in his re*em¬ 
barkation, after he had got his barge round the. cataradt; 
and among thefe barbarians he would have loft his life. 

The count, befides his wife, had brought with him his 
lieutenant, Mr Norden, a Dane, who was to ferve him as 
draughtfman; but neither the count, countefs, nor lieuten¬ 
ant underftood one word of the languages. There are always 
(happily for travellers) wife and honeft men among the 
French and Venetian merchants at Cairo, who, feeing the 
obftinacy of the count, perfuaded him that it was more mi¬ 
litary, and more in the ftile of an admiral, to detach Nor¬ 
den, his inferior officer, to reconnoitre Ibrim, Deir, and the 
cataradt of Jan Adel, as alfo to renew his treaty with the 
Kennoufs at Succoot and Afel Dimmo. 

Norden accordingly failed in the common embarkations 
>ufed upon the Nile; the voyage is in every body’s hands. It 
has certainly a conlidcrahle deal of merit, but is full of 
fquabbles and fightings with boat-men and porters, which 
might as well have been left out, as they lead to no inllruc- 
tion, but ferve only to difeourage travellers, for the} were 
chiefly owing to ignorance of language. It was with the 
utmoft difficulty, and after many difafters, that Norden ar¬ 
rived at Syenfe, and the firll cataract; after which greater 
and greater were encountered before he reached Ibrim, 
where the KafchefF put him in prifon, robbed him of what 
he had in the boat, and fcarccly fullered him to return to 
Cairo without cutting his throat, which, for a confidcrable 
time, he and his foldicrs had determined to do. 


This 
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This famplc of the difficulties, or rather impoffibility of 
the voyage into Abyffinia by Nubia, difeouraged the count; 
and much reafon had he to be thankful that his attempt 
had not ended among the Kennoufs at Succoot. He there¬ 
fore changed his plan, and refolved to enter Abyffinia by a 
voyage round the Cape into the Indian Ocean, through 
the Straits of Babelmandeb into the Red Sea, and fo to Ma- 
fuah. In this voyage he began to make ufe of his Spanilh 
commiffion, and, having taken two Engliih fhips, under 
protection of a neutral fort in the lile of May, he was met 
there fome days after by commodore Barnet, who made all 
his fliips prizes, and fent the count home paflenger in a 
Portuguefe fhip to Lifbon.. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Description of the Sources of the Nile—Of Geejh—Accounts of its feve- 
ral Cataracts—Courfe from its Rife to the Mediterranean. 

I HOPE that what I have now faid will be thought fuffr- 
cient to convince all impartial readers, that thefe cele¬ 
brated fonrees have, as it were, by a fatality, remained to 
our days as unknown as they were to antiquity, no 
good or genuine voucher having yet been produced ca¬ 
pable of proving that they were before difeovered, or 
foen by the curious eye of any traveller, from earlieft 
ages to this day ; and it is -with confidence I propofe to my 
reader, that he will confider me as Hill Handing at thefe foun¬ 
tains, and patiently hear from me the recital of the origin, 
coilrfe, names, and circumftances of this the mod famous 
ri v . r in the w< >rld, which he will in vain feek from books, 
or from any other hum&n authority whatever, and which, 
by the care and attention I have paid to the fubjed, will, 
I hope, be found fatisfa&ory here:— 


Non 
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-Non fabula mendax 

Aufa loqui defonte tuo eft: ubicunque videris % 
$>uarcris ; et nulli contingit gloria genii t 
Ut Ni/o fit lata fuo, tua flumina prodam t 
0$ua Deus undarum celator t Nile , tuarum 
Te mibi nojfe dedit 


6 3 


« 




Lucan. 


The Agows of Damot pay divine honour to the Nile; 

. they worfhip the river, and- thoufands of cattle have been 
offered, and ftill are offered, to the fpirit fuppofed to refide 
at its fource. They are divided into clans, or tribes; and 
it is worthy of obfervation, that it is faid there never was 
a feud, or hereditary animofity between any two of thefe 
clans ; or, if the feeds of any fuch were fown, they did not 
vegetate longer than till the next general convocation of all 
the tribes, who meet annually at the fource of the river, 
to which they facrifice, calling it by the name of the 
God of Peace. One of the lead conliderable of thefe clans, for 
power and number, has ftill the preference among its bre¬ 
thren, from the circumftance that, in its territory, and near 
the miferablc village that gives it name, are fttuated the 
much fought-for fprings from which the Nile rifes. 

Geesh, however, though not farther aiftant from thcle 
than 600 yards, is not in light of the fources of the Nile. 
The country, upon the fame plane with the fountains, ter¬ 
minates in a cliff about 300 >ards deep down to the plain of 
Affoa, which flat country continues in the fame fubaltern 
degree of elevation, till it meets the Nile again about feven- 
ty miles fouthward, after it has made the circuit of the pro¬ 
vinces of Gojam and Damot. This cliff feems purpolely 

Vo l. III. 4 L falhicncd 
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falhioned into many {helves or Rages, each of which is oc¬ 
cupied by a duller of lioufes feldom above eight or ten in 
number; fome above, fome below, fome along the fide of 
each other, but chiefly occupying the fpace, or two-thirds of 
the middle of the cl ill’, that is, none of them nearer to the top 
of the clilF, nor to the plain of Afloa below, than a diftancc 
equal to that proportion of the whole. The reafon of choo¬ 
fing this lituation is the fear of the Galla, who have often 
invaded that part of Abyflinia, and have even exterminated 
fome clans of Agows entirely. ■ 

In the middle of this cliff, in a direction flraight north 
towards the fountains, is a prodigious cave, whether the 
work of nature or of art, I cannot determine; in it are many 
bye-paths, fo that it is very difficult for a ftrangcr to extri¬ 
cate himlelf; it is a natural labyrinth, large enough to con¬ 
tain the inhabitants of rhe village, and their cattle ; there 
are likewife two or three lefler ones, which I did not fee; 
in this large one, I tired myfelf parr of fcvcral days, en¬ 
deavouring to reach as far northward as p< Alible, but the 
air, when I had advanced fomething above one hundre d 
yard;, feemed to threaten to extinguifh my candle by its 
dampnels ; and the people were bclitles not at all difpofed to 
gratify my curiofity farther, after alluring me that there 
was nothing at the end more rcmai kahlc than 1 then law, 
which 1 have reafon to believe was the cafe.. 

Tint face of thisdiiT, which fronts f o the fouth, has a 
mo t piftureique appearance from the plain of Alfoa below, 
parts of the houfes at every ftage appearing, through the 
thickets of trees and bullies with which the whole face of 
the. clifl’ is thickly covered ; impenetrable fences of the very 

word 
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worft kind of thorn, hide the mouths of the caverns above 
mentioned, even from light; there is no other communica¬ 
tion with the houfes either from above or below, but by 
narrow-winding fheep-paths, which through thefe thorns 
are very difficult to be difcerned,forall are allowed to be over¬ 
grown with the utmoft wildnefs, as a part of their defence; 
lofty and large trees (moll of them of the thorny kind) tower 
high up above the edge of the cliff*, and feem to be a fence 
again!! people falling down into the plain; thefe are all at 
their proper feafon covered with flowers of different forts 
and colours, fo are the bullies below on the face of the cliff*: 
every thorn in Abyflinia indeed bears a beautiful flower; a 
fmall atonement for the evils they occalion. 

From the edge of the cliff* of Geelh above where the vil¬ 
lage is lituated, the ground Hopes with a very cafy defeent 
due north, and lands you at the edge of a triangular marfli 
above eighty lix-yards broad, in the line of the fountains, 
and two hundred and eighty-fix yards two feet from the 
edge of the cliff’ above the houfc of the prieft of the river, 
where I refided : this triangle, fuppofing it a right one, will 
meal'urc one hundred and ninety-fix Vaids in its length, or 
in the perpendicular; I mean it did fo on the 6th of Novem¬ 
ber 1770 ; doubtlefs, like other marlhcs, in the middle of the 
dry feafon, and of the rains, it will vary its dimenlions. I 
fuppofe that this perpendicular reprefenrs the north of the 
marfh, and immediately from the brink of it the ground 
rifes in a rather ilccp bank, and forms a round hill not a 
hundred yards high, upon the top of which is placed the 
church of St Michael Geelh ; 1 did not mcafure this difiance, 
but am fure it is very little lefs than five hundred yards 
from the church to the middle fountain. On the eaft the 

4 L 2 ground 
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ground defcends like wife with a very eafy tho’ perceptible 
Hope from the large village of Sacala, which gives its nkme 
to that territory; it is diftant fix miles from the fource, but*, 
to fight, feems fcarcely to be two. 

I sahll fuppofe the {harp point of the triangle compo- 
fed of the hypothenufe and the perpendicular, to point 
like the needle of a compafs to Sacala, and the line of the 
hypothenufe to reprefent the fouth fide of the marfh near 
the village Geefh. The bafe, or line, uniting the weft end 
of the hypothenufe, and forming the right angle with the 
other fide, I fuppofe to be the edge of the marfh formed by 
the bottom of the mountain of Geefli, and from this weft 
fide of it rifes this high and beautiful mountain, quite de¬ 
tached from others, like a pyramid,.which it refembles in 
its elegant and regular form. It is about 4870 feet high 
meafured in the flope; for near one half way the afeent is 
very eafy and gradual. The bafe being of a remarkable 
breadth, it then becomes exceedingly fteep, but all the way 
covered with good earth, producing fine grafs and clover, 
interfperfed with wild flowers.. 

Upon the rock in the middle of this plain, the Agovvs 
ufed to pile up the bones of the bcafts killed in facrifice, 
mixing them with billets of wood, after which they fet 
them on fire. This is now difeontinued, or rather transfer¬ 
red to another place near the church, as they are at prefent 
indulged in the full enjoyment of their idolatrous rites* 
both under Fafil and Michael., 

In the middle of this marfh (that is about forty yards 
from each fide of it) and fomething lefs from the bottom 

of 
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of the mountain of Geefli, arifes a hillock of a circular 
form, about three feet from the furface of the marfh it- 
fclf, though apparently founded much deeper in it. The 
diameter of this is fomething fhort of twelve feet, it is fur- 
rounded by a fhallow trench, which collects the water and 
voids it eaftward; it is firmly built with fod or earthen turf, 
brought from the fidcs, and conftantly kept in repair, and 
this is the altar upon which all their religious ceremonies 
are performed. In the middle of this altar is a hole, obvi- 
oufly made, or at lcaft enlarged by the hand of man. It 
is kept clear of grafs, or other aquatic plants, and the wa¬ 
ter in it is perfc&ly pure and limpid, but has no ebullition 
or motion of any kind difcernible upon its furface. This 
mouth, or opening of the fource, is fome parts of an inch 
lefs than three feet diameter, and the water flood at that 
time the 5th of November, about two inches from the lip 
or brim, nor did it cither increafe or diminifh during all the 
time of my flay at Geefli though we made plentiful ufe of it. 

Upon putting down the fhaft of my lance at fix feet four 
inches, 1 found a very feeble refiflance, as if from weak 
rufhes or grafs, and about fix inches deeper I found my 
lance had entered into foft earth, but met with no ftones 
or gravel; this was confirmed by another experiment, made 
on the 9th with a heavy plummet and line befmeared with 
foap, the bottom of which brought up at the above depth 
only black earth, fuch as the marfh itfclf and its fidcs are 
compofed of. 

Ten feet diflant from the firfl of thefc fprings, a little 
to the weft of l'outh, is the fecond fountain, about eleven 
inches in diameter, but this is eight feet, thiec inches deep. 

And. 
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And about twenty feet diftant from the firft, to the S. S. W. 
is the third fourcej its mouth being fomething more than* 
two feet large, and it is five feet eight inches deep. Both 
thefe laft fountains Hand in the middle of fmall altars, 
made, like the former, of firm fod, but neither of them above 
three feet diameter, and having a foot of lefs elevation than 
the firft. The altar in this third fource feemed almoft 
diflolved by the water, which in both flood nearly up to 
the brim; at the foot of each appeared a clear and brifk 
running rill; thefe uniting joined the water in the trench 
of the firft altar, and then proceeded diredtly out, I fup- 
pofe, at the point of the triangle, pointing caftward, in a 
quantity that would have tilled a pipe of about two inches 
diameter. 

The water from thefe fountains is very light and good, 
and perfectly taftelefs ; it was at this time moll intenfely 
cold, though expofed to the mid-day fun without flielter, 
there being no trees nor bullies nearer it than the cliff of 
Gcelh on its fouth fide, and the trees that furround Saint 
Michael Geelh on the north, which, according to the cuflom 
of Abyllinia, is, like other churches, planted in the midft of a 
grove. 

On Monday the 5th of November, the day after my ar¬ 
rival at Geelh, the weather pcifc&ly clear, cloudlels, and 
nearly calm, in all lclpeits well adapted to oblervation, 
being extremely anxious to afeertain, beyond the power of 
controverfy, the prccii'e fpot on the globe that this foun¬ 
tain had lb long occupied unknown, 1 pitched my tent cn 
the north edge cf the chff, immediately above the prieft’s 
lioufe, having verified the infliument with all the care pofi- 
2 fible 
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fible, both at the zmith n l hirizri. \Vm a b ! 'ifs jm- 
dr int of three feet radius, bv o:ie nvilivi ahiruh G ic 
fun\ upper limb, all neccHury .ejauious ail d.\lj t mis 
confidered, I determined the latitude of the place of 00 cr- 
vation to be to° 59' 11 "; and by another obfervatiou of me 
fame kind made on the 6th, io“ 59' 8"; after which, }>v a 
medium of thirty-three ob ervutions of liars, the lar^ell a id 
neareft, the firft vertical, l found the latitude to be io° 59’ 1 o' ; ; 
a mean of which being 10" 39' y-K\ fay io° 59' 10”; md 
if we fliould be lb unnecdlanly ferupul uis as to add 15" for 
the meafured diilancc the place of the. tent was fourh of 
the altar, then we fliall have 10” 59' 25" in round num¬ 
bers, for theexad: latitude of the principal fountain of the 
Nile, though thejefuits have fuppofed ic, 1 G N. by a random 
gucls ; but this being nearly the latitude of Goadar, tiie 
capital from which they let but, (hews plainly they knew 
not the precile latitude of either of thefe places. 

On the 7th of November I was fortunate enough to be 
in time for the oblervation of an immeriion of the lint fa- 
tcdlite of Jupiter, the laid vilible here before that planei's 
conjunction with the fun. My lituation was very unfa- 
voura!)!e, mv view of the heavens being every way inter- 
rup r ed bv a thick grove of bamboo canes, with big 1 and 
lhadv trees growing upon the head of the precipice. Ju d- 
tcr wi.5 low, and tlie prociigious mats of mat bean. J 
nio attain of Gedh, bade fair to hide bun bef re our in d- 
nefs was done; l was therefore obliged to 1 emove in> uw- 
fcope up to tiie edge of the clilF, after wh.ch, the wta-her 
be. ug perfectly fav,>iirable, 1 bad a- fair and demi.t aw w 
or he planet as 1 c uild delire, and irom th G ( cvar.on [. 
did conclude unalterably the longhucte or me c:ud m n- 

faln. 



640 TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 

tain of the Nile to be 36° 55' 30" eaft of the meridian of' 
Greenwich. 

The night of the 4th, that very night of my arrival, me¬ 
lancholy reflexions upon my prefent ftate, the doubrful- 
ncfs of my return in Safety, were I permitted to make the 
attempt, and the fears that even this would be refufed, ac¬ 
cording to the rule obferved in Abyflinia with all travellers 
who have once entered the kingdom; the confcioufnefs of 
the pain that I was then occafioning to many worthy indi¬ 
viduals, expeXing daily that information concerning my 
fituation which it was not in my power to give them; 
fome other thoughts, perhaps, Hill nearer the heart than 
thofe, crowded upon my mind, and forbade all approach of 
deep. 

1 was, at that very moment, in pofleflion of what had, 
for many years, been the principal objeX of my ambition 
and wifhes: indifference, which from the ufual infirmity 
of human nature follows, at lead for a time, complete en¬ 
joyment, had taken place of it. The marfli, and the foun¬ 
tains, upon companion with the rife of many of our rivers, 
became now a trifling objeX in my fight. I remembered 
that magnificent feene in my own native country, where 
the Tweed, Clyde, and Annan rife in one hill; three rivers, 
as 1 now thought, not inferior to the Nile in beauty, prefer¬ 
able to it in the cultivation of thofe countries through which 
they flow; fuperior, vaflly fuperior to it in the virtues and 
qualities of the inhabitants, and in the beauty of its flocks; 
crowding irs paflures in peace, without fear of violence from 
man or bcaft. I had feen the rife of the Rhine and Rhone, 
and the more magnificent fourccs of the Soane; I began, in 
1 my 
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my forrow, to treat the inquiry about the fource of the Nile 
as a violent effort of a diftempered fancy:— 

What’s Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba, 

That he fhould weep for her ?— 

Grief or dcfpondency now rolling upon me like a torrent; 
relaxed, not refrefhed, by unquiet and imperfeeft deep, I flatt¬ 
ed from my bed in the utmofl agony; I went to the door 
of my tent; every thing was Hill; the Nile, at whofe head 
I llood, was not capable either to promote or to interrupt 
my flumbers, bur the coolnefs and ferenity of the night 
braced my nerves, and chafed away thofe phantoms that, 
while in bed, had opprefled and tormented me. 

It was true, that numerous dangers, hardfhips, and fur¬ 
rows had befet me through this half of my excurlion ; but 
it was ftill as true, that another Guide, more powerful than 
my own courage, health, or underflanding, if any of thefe 
can be called man’s own, had uniformly protected me in all 
that redious half; I found my confidence not abated, that 
flail the fame Guide was able to conduct me to my now 
wifhed-for home: I immediately refumed my former forti¬ 
tude, confidercd the Nile indeed as no more than iifing from 
fprings, as all other rivers do, but widely different in this, 
that it was the palm for three tlioufand years held out to 
all the nations in the world as a dclur dignijjimo , which, in 
my cool hours, I had thought was worth the attempting at 
the rifk of my life, which 1 had long either refolved to lofe, 
or lay this difeovery, a trophy in which I could have no 
competitor, for the honour of my country, at the feet of my 
fovercig i, whofe fervant I was. 

Vol. 11 L 4 M 
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I had procured from the Englifh (hips, while at Jidda*, 
fome quick-filver, perfectly pure, and heavier than the com¬ 
mon fort; warming therefore the tube gently at the fire, I 
filled it with this quick-filver, and, ta my great furprife, 
found that it flood at the height of 22 Englifh inches : fuf- 
pe6ting that fome air might have infinuated itfelf into the 
tube, I laid it by in a warm part of the tent, covered till 
morning, and rertirning to bed, flcpt there profoundly till 
fix, when, fatisfied the whole was in perfect order, 1 found 
it to Hand at 22 Englifh inches ; neither did it vary fenfibly 
from that height any of the following days I flaid at Geefli; 
and thence I inferred, that, at the fousces of the Nile, I was 
then more than two miles above the level of the fea ; a pro¬ 
digious height, to enjoy a fky perpetually clear, as alfo a hot 
fun never over-call for a moment with clouds from rifing 
to fetting. 

On the 6th of November, at a quarter paft five in the 
morning, Fahrenheit’s thermometer flood at 44 0 , at noon 96% 
and at fun-fet 46°. It was, as to fenfe, cold at night, and itill 
more fo an hour before fun-rife.. 

The Nile, keeping nearly in the middle of the marfh, runs 
eafl for thirty yards, with a very little increafe of flream, 
.but perfectly vifible, till met by the graffy brink of the land 
declining, from Sacala* This turns it round gradually to 
the N. E. and themdue north ; and, in the two miles it flows 
in that direction, the river receives many fmall contributions 
from fprings that rife in the banks on each fide of it: there 
are two, particularly one on the hill at the back of St Mi¬ 
chael Geefh, the other a little lower than it on the other fide, 
on the ground declining from Sacala. Thefe laft-mention¬ 
ed 
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ed fprings are more than double its quantity; and being 
arrived under the hill whereon Hands the church of Saint 
Michael Sacala, about two miles from its fource, it there 
becomes a ftream that would turn a common mill, fhallow, 
clear, and running over a rocky bottom about three yards 
wide :%his muft be underftood to be variable according to 
the feafon; and the prefent obfervations are applicable to 
the 5th of November, when the rains had ceafed for feveral 
weeks. There is the ford which we pafied going to Geclh, 
and we crofted it the day of our arrival, in the time of my 
converfation with Woldo about the fafh. 

Nothing can be more beautiful than this fpot; the fmall 
rifing hills about us were all thick-covered with verdure,efpe- 
cially with clover, the largeft and fineft I ever faw; the tops 
of the heights crowned with trees of a prodigious frze; the 
ftream, at the banks of which wc were fitting, was limpid 
and pure as the fineft cryftal; the ford, covered thick with 
a bufhy kind of tree that feemed to afted to grow to no 
height, but thick with foliage and young brandies, rather 
to court the furface of the water, whilft it bore, in prodigi¬ 
ous quantities, a beautiful yellow flower, not unlike a Angle 
wild rofc of that colour, but without thorns; and, indeed, 
upon examination, we found that it was not a fpccies of 
the rofc, but of hypcricum. 

From the fource to this beautiful ford, below the church 
pf St Michael Gcefli, I enjoyed my lccond vidory over this 
coy river, after the fil'd obtained at the fountains themfclves. 
What might dill be faid of the world in general no longer 
applied to me;— 
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-Nec contigit ulli 
Hoc vidtffc caput; 

And again, 

Nec licuit populis parvum te, Nile, videre.. 

Here, at the ford, after having ftepped over it fiftf times, 
1 obferved it no larger than a common mill dream. The 
Nile, from this ford, turns to the wcdward, and, after run¬ 
ning over loofe ftones occafionally; in that direction, about 
four miles farther, the angle of inclination increaiing great¬ 
ly, broken water, and a fall commences, of about fix feet, 
and thus it gets rid of the mountainous place of its nativity, 
and iflues into the plain of Goutto, where is its fird cata¬ 
ract ; for, as I have faid before, I don’t account the broken 
water, or little falls, cataraCts, which are not at all vifible in 
the height of the rains. 

Arrived in the plain of Goutto, the river feems to have 
lod all its violence, and fcatcely is feen to flow, but, at the 
dime time, it there makes fo many fliarp, unnatural wind¬ 
ings, that it differs from any other river I ever faw, making 
above twenty lharp angular peninfulas in the courfeoffivc 
miles, through a bare, marlhy plain of clay, quite dedituto 
of trees, and exceedingly inconvenient and unplcafant to 
travel. After palling this plain, it turns due north, receives 
the tribute of many fmall dreams, the Gometti, the Goo- 
gueri, and the Kebezza, which defeend from the mountains 
of Aformalha; and, united, fall into the Nile about twenty 
miles below its fource; it begins here to run rapidly, and 
again receives a number of beautiful rivulets, which have 
their rife in the heights of Litchambara, the femi-circular 
range of mountains that pafs behind, and feem to inclofc 

Aformalha 
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Aformafha: Thefe are the Caccino, the Carnacliiuli, the 
Googueri, the Iworra, the Jeddeli, and the Minch, all which; 
running into the Davola, join the Nile fomething lefs than 
a mile weft of the church of Abbo. 


It is now become a confiderable ftream ; its banks high 
and broken, covered with old timber trees for the fpace of 
about three miles; it inclines to the north-eaft, and winds ex¬ 
ceedingly, and is then joined by the fmall river Diwa from 
the eait. It then makes a femi-circlc, and receives Dec-ohha, 
turns fharply to the eaft, and falls down its fccond cataract 
at Kerr. About three miles below this cataract, the large, 
pleafant, and limpid Jemma pays its tribute to the Nile. 
Though its courfc is now moftly north, through Mait- 
fh a on the eaft,* and Aroofli and Sankraber on the weft, 
it ft 11 is inclining toward the lakeTzana, and, after recei¬ 
ving the rivers Boha and Amlac Ohha, fmall ftreams from 
the welt, and the Aflar, Aroofli, and Kelti, large rivers from 
the eaft, it crolfes the fouth end of the lake Tzana for about 
feven leagues, preferring the colour of its ftream diftintfl 
from that of the lake, till it ilfues out at the weft fide of 
it in the territory of Dara, where there is a ford, though 
very deep and dangerous, immediately where it firft re¬ 
fumes the appearance of a river. 


The deep ftream is here exceedingly rapid; the bank? in 
the courfc of a few miles become very high, and are co¬ 
vered with a verdure, abundant and \aried beyond all de- 
feription: palling afterwards below Dara, it bounds that 
narrow llripe of flat country which is called Fogg an, con- 
finedhetween the lake and the mountains < fBegen.vhr,. ! it 
arrives at its thud cataract ol Alata, a lmaii village of Maim- 
4 metana. 
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metans, on the eaft fide of the river, and there exhibits afcene 
that requires more fancy, and the defcrtption of a more poeti¬ 
cal pen than mine, although the impreflion the fight of it made 
upon me will certainly never be removed but with life. 

The courfe of the river is now S. E.; in that diroftion it 
waflies the weflern part of Begemder and Amhara on the 
right; the river then inclofes the province of Gojam, ib that, in 
the circle that it makes in returning towards its iource, that 
province remains always on the right. 

From both fides, the Nile receives a number of tributary 
ftreams, the Muga, Gammala, Abea, Alwari, and Mafhillo, 
from the mountains of Gojam ; and the Balhilo, Boha, and 
Geelliem from thofe of Begemder and Amhara; it then paffi- 
es below Walaka. The river now has a courfe near the fouth- 
ward, pafiesUpper and Lower bhoa. From thefe countries, on 
the eaft of the Nile, come the great rivers Samba, Jemma, Ro¬ 
ma, with fome others, and the Temfi, Cult, and Tzul from the 
high country of the Agows, and Amid Amid to the northward. 
From Slioa the Nile winds to the S. W. to the W. N. \V. nearly 
incloling all the fouth of Gojam. Immediately adjoining to 
it, turning Hill more northerly, is the province of Bizamo, 
bordering on the river Yabous, which, coming from the 
fouthward, and terminating this province, falls into the Nile. 

The Nile, now turned aimofl due north, approaches its 
fourcc fo as to he diftant from it only about 62 miles ; it is 
here very deep and rapid, and is only fordable at certain 
feafons of the year. The Galla, however, when they in¬ 
vade Abyflinia, crofs it at all times without difficulty, cither 
by fwiinming, or on goats fkins blown up like bladders: 

2 other 
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other means of palling are in fmall rafts, placed upon two 
fkins filled with wind; or, twilling their hands round the 
horfe’s tail, they are drawn over by them ; this laft is the - 
way that the women, who follow the armies of Abyftinia, 
crofs unfordable rivers, a cafe that always occurs in late 
campaigns. Crocodiles abound exceedingly in this part of 
the Nile; but the people, who live on the banks of the ri¬ 
ver, have or pretend to have charms which defend them 
from the moft voracious of thefc animals. 

Adjoining to the Gongas, and bounding them on the 
north, arifes a vaft chain of very high mountains; the 
fouth fide of this is inhabited by tribes of Gongas and ci¬ 
thers, but on the north-eaft fide, neareft Abyllinia, is a na¬ 
tion of perfect blacks, called Guba. The Nile feems to have 
forced its way through a gap in this prodigious barrier, 
and falls down a catara«ff of about 280 feet. This is imme¬ 
diately followed by two others in the fame ridge of moun¬ 
tains, both very confiderable, if not compared with the firft. 
This high ridge runs weft far into the continent of Africa, 
where it is called Dyre and Tegla; the eaft end (that is 
eaft of the Nile) joins the mountainous country of Kuara, 
and is there called the Mountains of Fazuclo. Thefe 
mountains, as far as I could learn, are all very fully inhabit¬ 
ed throughout by many powerful clans, or nations, moftly 
Pagans. * It is, however, a country the leaft known of any 
in Africa, but a very large quantity of gold is brought 
from thence, as well as many Haves ; the gold is walhed 
down by the torrents in the time of the tropical rains, and, 
upon thefe ceafing, they l'carch after that metal found in 
fmall pellets entangled among roots, branches, tufts of graft, 

hollows^ 
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hollows, or in any thing that can imprifon and detain iu 
This is the fine gold of Sennaar, called Tibbar. 

The Nile now runs clofeby Sennaar, in a direction near¬ 
ly north and fouth; it then turns lharply toward the call, 
is brim-full and vaftly pleafant in the fair feafon, being in¬ 
deed the only ornament of. this bare and flat, though cul¬ 
tivated country. From Sennaar it pafles many large towns 
inhabited by Arabs, all of them white people. The Nile 
then pades Gerri, and runs N. E. to join theTacazze, palling 
in its way a large and populous town called Chendi, pro¬ 
bably the ancient metropolis of Candace \ 

If we are not to reje< 5 t entirely the authority of ancient 
hiftory, the ifland of Meroe, fo famous in the firft ages, muft 
be found fomewherc between the fource of the Nile and this 
point, where the two rivers unite; for of the Nile we are 
certain, and it feems very clear that the Atbara is the Afta- 
boras of the ancients. Pliny f fays, it is the ftream which 
inclofes the left fide of Meroe as the Nile does the right; and 
we mull confider him to be looking fouthward from Alex¬ 
andria, when he ufes the otherwife equivocal terms of right 
and left, and, after this junction of thefe two rivers, the Nile 
receives or unites itfelf with no other till it falls into the 
lea at Alexandria. 

*♦ 

Much inquiry has been made about this ifland, once a 
moll diflinguifhed fpot on our globe, the cradle of fcience 

and 


* Called in the Ethiopic annals Hendaque ; wrote originally, I fuppofe, with an A'-or Ch, j 
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and philofophy, which fprcad itfelf from this to enlighten 
other nations, we are now full of uncertainty, fearching in 
a defert for the place of its exigence; fuch is the miferable 
in liability of all human excellence. Nothing but confulion 
has followed this inquiry, becaufe they who were engaged 
in it rather fubflituted vain fyftematical prejudices of their 
own, than fet themfelvcs to confider thofe lights which were 
immediately before them. 

Tiif. Jefuits, and a French writer, who is a conftant cham¬ 
pion of their errors, have fixed the peninfula of Gojam to be 
the' Meroe of the ancients. M. le Grande (the compiler al¬ 
luded to) having in vain endeavoured to anfwer the objec¬ 
tions againft Gojam being Meroe, at laft declares, in a kind 
of literary paffion, that the ancients have fpoken fo differ¬ 
ently about Meroe, that Gojam is as likely to be the place as 
any other. 

I have a proper efteem for the merit of M. le Grande, 
where he forms his conjeftures from his own opinion, and I 
have alfo a due deference to that learned Order*the Jefuits; it 
is to their labours, that learning in general, and geography 
in particular, has been more indebted than to thofe of any o- 
ther fet of men whatever. Yet ftill I can never believe, cither 
that Gojam is Meroe, or that there is any difficulty in finding 
its true lituation,or that the ancients have written confufedly 
about it. On'the contrary, I find it described by its latitude, 
its diftance from places known, the produce of its foil, co¬ 
lour of its inhabitants, and fcveral other circumftances 
which peculiarly belong to ir, with greater accuracy and 
prccifion than many other difputed fituations. 

4 N 
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I shall begin by giving my reafons why Gojam is not 
Meroe: ami, firft, Diodorus * tells us, this ifland had its name 
from a filler of Cambyfes, king of Perfia, who died there in 
the expedition that prince had undertaken againft Ethiopia. 
Now, Cambyfes’s army periflied in the defert immediately 
to the fouthward, after he had palled MerOe, consequently 
he never was in Gojam, nor within 200 miles of it; his mo* 
ther, therefore, could not have died there, nor would his 
army have perilhed with hunger if he had arrived in Go- 
jam, or near it, for he would then have been in one of the 
moll plentiful countries in the world. 

The next reafon to prove that Gojam is not Meroe, is,, 
that that ifland was inclofed between the Aftaboras and the 
Nile, but Gojam is furrounded entirely by the Nile; there 
is no other river than it that can, or ever did, pafs for the 
Aftaboras, whofe lituation was diftant, and which, retaining 
its ancient name, cannot be miftaken, for it is at this day 
called Atbara. Again, as the ancients knew Meroe, if Go- 
jam had been Meroe, they mull have known the fountains 
of the Nile; and this We are fure they did not.. 

On the other hand, Pliny fays, Meroe, the moll confider- 
able of all the iftands of the Nile, is called Aftaboras, from 
the name of its left channel—“ Circa clariffimam earum Meroe tr, 
“ AJlaborcs lavo alveo diflus; f” which caftnot deferibe any other 
place than the confluence of thofe two rivers, the Nile and 
Atbara. The fame author fays farther, that the fun is ver¬ 
tical twice a-year, once when proceeding northward he 

enters 
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enters into the 18 th degree, Taurus, and after returning 

Southward into the 14th degree of the Lion.-Lucan fays 

the fame:— 


-Late tibi gurgite rupto 
Ambitur tiigris Meroe facunda colonis. 

Lata comis bebeni ; qua quamvis arbore mull a 
Frondeat , ajlatem nu/ld ftbi mitigat umbra : 

Liiica tam reStum mundi ferit ilia Leottem . 

Now Gojam, being in lat. io°, could never anfwcr this de¬ 
scription. 

But there are in thefc lines two circumftances which arc 
peculiar to the peninfula of Atha» a, or Meroe, and descri¬ 
bed as fuch by the poet. The firft is, the inhabitants of Me¬ 
roe were black, fuch were the Gymnofophifts, the firil phi¬ 
losophers and inhabitants of this illand, and fuch they 
have ever been down to the Saracen conqueft. On the o- 
tlier hand, nobody will pretend to fay that the people of 
Gojam are black ; they are long-haired, and of as fair a com¬ 
plexion as other Abyflinians ; nor was it ever fuppofed 
that they had philofophers or fcicnce among them before 
the Jefuits arrived in the country. 

The next circumftance, peculiar to Meroe, is, that the ebo¬ 
ny-tree grew there, which is Spread all over the peninfula of 
Atbara, and out of it this tree is not found, (as far as I know) 
unlcls a few trees in the province of Kuara, in the low and 
northermod part of it; a country, for its intolerable hear, 
not inferior to that of Atbara, and contiguous to it; but in 

4 N 2 Gojam, 
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Gojam, a country deluged with fix months rain, this 
tree would not grow; though fo much farther fouth 
it is near two Englifh miles higher than Atbara, and is 
therefore too cold. Such are my reafons for believing that 
Gojam cannot be Mcroe. In my return through the defert 
I fliall confirm this, by proving that Atbara is Mcroe, and 
that we are to look for it about lat. 16 0 29', near the end of 
the tropical rains. 

The Nile, now united with the Aftaboras, takes its courfe 
firaight north for more than two degrees of the meridian; 
it then makes a very unexpe&cd turn W. by S. confiderably 
more than that fpace in longitude, winding very little till it 
arrives at Korti, the firft town in the Barabra, or kingdom of 
Dongola. The river by this time, with three fides, inclofed the 
great dcferts.of Bahiouda the road through this from Dcrcira 
to Korti (before it was cut off by the Arabs, as it now con¬ 
tinues to be) made the fourth fide of the fquare which 
bound this defert; by this route it was that Poncct and the 
unfortunate M. du Roule went to Abvffinia. 

From Korti the Nile runs almoft S. W. where it paffes 
Dongola, a country of the Shepherds, called alfo Beja, the 
capital of Barabra, and comes to Mofcho, a confiderable 
town, and welcome place of refrefhment to the wear}’ tra¬ 
veller, when the caravans were fuffered to pafs from Egypt 
into Ethiopia, who, after traverfing the dreary defert of Seli- 
ma for near 500 miles, found himfelf at Mofcho, in repofe, in 
the enjoyment of plenty of^frefti water, long ago become to 
him an indulgence more delicious than ever he had be¬ 
fore conceived. From Mofcho the Nile turns gradually to 
the N. E. and in lat. 22 0 15' it meets with a chain of moun- 
3 tains, 
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tains, and throws itfelf over them down a catarad called 
Jan Adel, which is its feventh catarad; and, continuing (till 
N. E. it paifes Ibrim and Deir, two fmall garrifons belonging 
to Egypt. ’1 he fall of the Nile in the country of Kennoufs, 
which forms the 8th catarad, and its courfe through E- 
gypr, are already described in my voyage up the river. 
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CHAP. XVL 

Various Names of this River—Ancient Opinion concerning the Caufe of its 
Inundation—Real Manner by which it is effeQed—Remarkable Di/po - 
fition of the Peninfula of Africa. * * 

I T is not to be wondered, that, in the long courfe the Nile 
makes from its fource to the fea, it (hould have acqui- 
rc d a different name in every territory, where a different lan¬ 
guage was fpoken? but there is one thing remarkable, that 
though the name in found and in letters is really different, 
^ct the fignification is the fame, and has an obvious refer¬ 
ence to the dog-ftar. 

Among the Agow, a barbarous and idolatrous nation, it 
is called Gzeir, Gcefa *, Scir; the firft of thefe names figni- 
fying God; it is alfo called Abba, or Ab, Father ; and by 
many other terms which 1 cannot write in the language of 
.that nation, whilft, with a feiTent and unfeigned devotion, 

under 


* From a nation of Shangalla of that name, through which it run*, after having parted itc 
dourer, and taken its eturfe into Nubia. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 6 55 

tinder thefc, or iucli-like appellations, they pray to the Nile, 
or fpirit refiding in that river. The next name it receives 
is when descended into Gojam, where it is called Abay. 
Foreigners, of all denominations, not acquainted with the 
language of the country, have, from hearing it was lliled 
Ab, Father, by the Agows, or Abai, imagined its name Abawi, 
a cafe of that noun, which, in their ignorance, they have 
made to fignify, the Father. 

Ludolf, the only one in the age he lived that had any 
real knowledge of either the Geez or Amharic, was the firft 
to perceive this : he found in neither of thefe languages A- 
bawi could be a nominative, and consequently could not 
be applied to any thing; and next he as truly found it 
could not be of the fmgular number, and, if fo, could not 
fignify one river. He Hopped, however, as it were, in the 
very brink of difeovery, for he knew there was no writing 
or letters in Amharic, which were therefore neceilarily 
borrowed from the old and written language Geez, fo that 
all that could be done was, firft, attentively to hear the pro¬ 
nunciation of the word inrjAmharic, and then to write it in 
Geez chara&ers as nearly conformable to the found as pof- 
fible. Now, the name of the river in Amharic is Abay, pro* 
nouncing the y open, or like two (i), and the fenfe of that 
word fo wrote in Geez, as well as Amharic, is, “ the river 
“ that fuoctenly fwells, or overflows, periodically with rain 
than which a more appofite name could never have been 
invented. 

By the Gongas, on the fouth of the mountains Dyre and 
Tegla, who are indigene, the river is called D ihli, and, on the 
north of thefc mountains,, where the great catara&s are by 
t the* 
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the Guba, Nuba, and Shangalla, it is ftiled Kowafs, both 
which names fignifv a watching dog , the latrator anubis, or, 
the dog-Jlar. In the plain country, between l'azuclo and 
Sennaar, it is called Nil, which fignifies blue) and the Arabs 
interpret it by the word Azergue, which it keeps as far as 
Halfaia, or near it, where it joins the White River. 

The next name by which the Nile went was Siris : Pliny 
tells us it was called Siris both before and after it came into 
Beja. “ Nec ante Nilus , quam fe totum aqnis concordibus rurfus junxit. 
“ Sic quoque etiamnum Siris , ut ante nominatas per aliquot millia , ct in 
“ totum Homero Egyptus , aliifqut Triton *." This name the Greeks 
thought was given to it, becaufe of its black colour during 
the inundation, which miftake prefently produced confu- 
fion; and we find, according to this idea, the compiler of 
the Old Teftament, (I fhouid fuppofe Efdras, after the capti¬ 
vity) has tranflated Siris, the black river , by the Hebrew, Shihor; 
but nobody ever faw the Nile black when it overflowed; 
and it would be a very ftrong figure to call it fo in Egypt, 
where it is always white ’during the whole of the inun¬ 
dation. Had Efdras, or whoever it was that followed the 
Greek interpretation of Siris, viz. black, inquired in Beja what 
was the origin of this name, they would have there learn¬ 
ed it imported the River of the Dog-liar, on whofe vertical 
appearance this Nile, or Siris, overflows; and this idolatrous 
worfhip, paid to the Nile, was probably part o#%ie reafon 
of the queftion the prophet Jeremiah a Iks f, “And what haft 
“ thou to do in Egypt,-to drink the water of Seir? or the 
“ water profaned by idolatrous rites ?” 

As 
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As for the firft, it is only the tranflation of the word Ba- 
liar, applied to the Nile. The inhabitants of the Barabra, to 
this day, call it Bahar el Nil, or, the Sea of the Nile , in con- 
tradiftin&ion to the Red Sea, which they know by no other 
name but Bahar el Melech, the Salt Sea. The junction of 
the three great rivers; the Nile, flowing on the well of 
Meroe; the Tacazz6, which walhes the eall fide, and joins 
the Nile at Maggiran, in lat. if ; and the Mareb, which fulls 
into this lall, fomething abovfc this junction—gives the name 
of Triton to the Nile. 

More doubt has been raifed as to the third name, iEgyp- 
tus, which it obtains in Homer, and which, I apprehend, 
was a very ancient name given it even in Ethiopia. The 
generality, nay, all interpreters, I may fay, imagine, as in 
that of Siris, that this name was given* it in relation to its 
colour, viz. black; but with this I cannot agree; Egypt, in the 
Ethiopic, is called y Gipt , Agar ; and, an inhabitant of the 
country, Gypt, for precifely fo it is pronounced, which means 
the country of ditches, or canals, drawn from the Nile on 
both fides at right angles with the river ; nothing, fure- 
ly is more obvious than to write y Gipt, fo pronouncing 
Egypt, and, with its termination, #/, or os , Egyptus. The Nile 
is alfo called Kronidcs, Jupiter; as alfo feveral other names; 
but thefe are rather the epithets of poets, relative and tran- 
fitory, not the permanent appellation of the river. 

I would pafs over another name, that of Geon, which 
feme of the fathers of the church have fondly given it, pre¬ 
tending it was one of the rivers that came from the terres¬ 
trial paradife, and encompafled the whole land of Culh, 
whilll, for this purpofe, they bring it two thoufand miles by 

Vol. III. 4 O a feries 
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a feries of miracles, as it were, under the earth and under 
the fea: To do what ? to furround the whole land of Cufli.. 
And does it furround it, or does it furround any land what¬ 
ever ? This, and fome fimilar wonders told by St Auguftine,, 
have been eagerly catched at, and quoted by unbelieving 
fceptics ; meaning to infinuate, that no better, in other re- 
fpedts, was the authority of thefe fathers when they explain 
and defend the truths of Chriftianity. For my own part, 
though perfectly a friend to Free and temperate inquiry* 
thefe injudicious arguments which I need not quote, have 
little weight with me*. St Auguftine, when explaining 
thofe truths, was undoubtedly under the direction of 
that Q>irit which could not Me, and* was promifed to the 
priefthood while occupied in their matter’s commiflion the 
propagation of Chriftian knowledge ; but when, from vanity 
and human frailty, fie attempted to eftabliih things he had 
nothing to do with, fpeaking no longer by commandment,, 
he rcafoned like a mere man, milled by vanity and too great 
confidence in his own underftanding. 

We come now to inveftigatethe reafon of the inundation of 
the Nile, which,being once explained, I cannot help thinking 
that dll further inquiries concerning this fubjedt are fuper- 
fhious.. 

It is an obfervation that holds good through all the works, 
of Providence, That although God, in the beginning, gave am 
inftance of his almighty power, by creating the world with’ 
one fingle fiat, yet,'in the laws he has laid down for the 
maintaining order and - regularity in-the details of his crea¬ 
tion, he has invariably produced all thefe efFedts by the leaft 
degrec.of power poflible, and by thofe means that, feem moft 
obvious to human conception.. But it feemed, however, not 

according; 
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according to the tenor of his ways and wifdom, to create a 
country like Egypt, without fprings, or even dews, and fub- 
jedt it to a nearly vertical fun, that he might fave it by fo 
extraordinary an intervention as was the annual inunda¬ 
tion, and make it the moll fertile fpot of the univerfe. 

This violent effort feemedto be too great, above all propor¬ 
tion, for the end for which it was intended, and thecaufc was 
therefore thought to merit the application of the fublimcft 
philofophy; and accordingly, as Diodorus Siculus * tells us, 
it became the lludy of the moll learned men of the firll ages, 
the principal of whom, with their opinions, he quotes, and at 
the fame time alledges the reafon why they were not univer- 
fally received. The firll is Thales of Miletum, one of the fevcn 
fages, who alligns for the caufe the Etefian winds, which 
blowing, all the hot feafon, from the'Mediterranean, in con¬ 
trary direction to the flream of the river, force the Nile to 
accumulate, by obftrudting its flowing to the fea, occafion it 
to rife above its banks, and confequently to overflow the 
country. 

But to this it was anfwered, That, were this the caufe, all 
rivers running in a northern direction, to the fea, would be 
fubjeft to the fame accident; and this it was known they 
.were not. And we may further add, that were this really 
the caufe, the inundation of the Nile would be very irre¬ 
gular ; for the winds at this feafon often blow from the 
fouth-weft for two or three days together, and then the in¬ 
undation would be interrupted. To this it mull be added, 
that a very confiderable part of Egypt, and that the molt 
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fertile, the Delta, is under the dominion of variable winds^, 
which laft long, from one point, at no time. 

I shall trefpafs upon-my reader’s patience, on this head,, 
by no more than one additional obfervation. If the Etefian 
winds, by oppofmg the ftream, occafioned the inundation,. 
they could effeCt this no longer than they continued to 
blow. Now, it was an obfervation we made when on the 
Nile, and it was almoft without exception, that as often as 
the Etefian winds blew throughout the day, the night was 
either calm, or the wind blew gently from the fouth oreaft, 
fo that it is morally impoffible the river could have over¬ 
flowed; at all, without a much more powerful and con* 
ftant agent than the Etefian winds 

- . Zrphyrot quoque vana vet aft at . 

His adferi^fit aquis y —.— ■ ■ ■ ■ . - Lucan. . 

Vain, indeed! A philbfopher of the prefent age would be 
thought mad who fhould rely on a fyftem fo contrary to 
experiment and obfervation; though Thales, the propa¬ 
gator of this now mentioned, was fo highly efteemed for. 
his knowledge. 

The next opinion quoted is that of Anaxagoras, who. 
attributes the inundation of th| Nile to fnow melting in 
Ethiopia; and this Diodorus contradicts, for a very fubftan- 
tial reafon, that there is no fnow. in Ethiopia to melt. But 
luppofing all the mountainous part of Ethiopia north of 
the Line, that is all Abyffinia, were covered with fnow, then 
the inundation muft happen in other months, as it muft 
begin in January, for the fun being then within few de- 
*• grees 
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grees of being vertical, it mull have been the very height 
of flood when the fun paired over that country in April; 
whereas its increafe is not difcerned till about June, when 
the fun has left the zenith of all Abyffinia, having then 
pa(Ted over Nubia, and is Handing vertical to Syene, or as 
far to the northward as it can proceed.. 

It is not my meaning to maintain that there never was 
fnow in Abyflinia, as climates have wonderfully changed. 
In Csefar’s time, the greateft rivers in the Gaul almoft every 
year were frozen over for months, fo that armed nations, 
with their families, cattle* and incumbrances, palled regu¬ 
larly over them upon the ice without fear; an event that 
happens not now once in a century. In Pruflia * alfo were 
found white bears, an animal now confined to the feverell 
- fnowy regions of the north; and, what comes ftill nearer to 
the prefent fubjedt, in the infeription found in Abyflinia by 
Cofmas Indoplauftes, Ptolomseus Evergetes, fpeaking there, in 
the firft perfon, of his own conquefts in Ethiopia, fays,that he 
had pafled the river Sins, and had entered the kingdom of 
Samen, a country intolerable on account of cold and deep 
fnow. 

This account I think almolt incredible. Ptolemy parted 
from Egypt, his fleet coafting along the Red Sea, oppofiteto 
his army, and carrying provifions for it; we know, more¬ 
over, the time his ihips failed, the beginning of June, when 
the Nile was overflowed, and confequently of great utility to 
his army on the firft part of his expedition, while he was 
in Egypt and part of Nubia. Now fuppofing him to pafs 

the 
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the defert as quickly as poflible, and come to Axum, it mull 
have been then Summer, or near it; and as it was neceflary 
his fleet fhould return by the mcjnfoon in O&ober, fo it muft 
have then rained continually, and the fun been perpendicu¬ 
lar to the country when he found the deep fnows in Sa- 
men, which is hot very probable. The river Tacazze, more¬ 
over, which Ptolemy eroded, was really not pallable at that 
time, and no Abyflinian army did ever attempt it during a 
flood, though, without, fcruple at all feafons they crofs the 
Nile when moft deep and rapid. 

I remember that when I firft afeended Lamalmon, the 
higheft mountain of that ridge, running the whole length 
of the province of Samen, it was in the depth of winter; 
the thermometer flood at 32", wind N. W. clear and cold, 
but attended with only hoar froft, though at that height, and 
at that fcafon ; thegrafs fcarcely was difcoloured, and only 
felt crifp below my feet, with this fmall degree of freezing; 
but this vanilhed into dew after a quarter of an hour’s fun, 
nor did I ever fee any fign of congelation upon the water, 
however (haded and flagnant, upon the top of that, or any 
other hill. I have feen hail indeed lie for three hours in the 
forenoon upon the mountains of Amid Amid. 

The opinion of Democritus was, that the overflowing of 
the Nile was owing to the fun’s attraction of fnowy vapour 
from the frozen mountains of the north, which being car¬ 
ried' by the wind fouthward, and thawed by warmer cli¬ 
mates, fell down upon Ethiopia in deluges of rain: and the 
fame is advanced by Agatharcides of Cnidus in his Periplus 
of the Red Sea. This opinion of Democritus, Diodorus at¬ 
tempts to refute, but we ihall not join him in his refutation, 
4 becaufe 
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becaufe we are now perfe< 5 Uy certain, from obfervation, that 
Democritus and Agatharcides both of them had fallen upon 
the true caufes of the inundation. 

I shall now mention a treatifc of a modern philofopher r 
wrote exprcfsly upon this (ubjed, I mean a difeourfe on the 
caufes of the inundation of the Nile, by M. de la Chambre, 
printed at Paris in quarto, 1665, where, in a long dedica^- 
tion, he modeftiy allures the king, he is perfuaded that his 
majefty will confider, as one of the glories of his reign, the 
difeovery of the true caufe of the Nile’s inundation, which 
he had then made, after it had baffled the inquiry of all 
philofophers for the fpace of 2000 years ; and, indeed, the 
caufe and the difeovery would have been both very remark¬ 
able, had they been attended with the leaft degree of pofli- 
bility. M. de la Chambre fays, that the nitre with which 
the ground in Egypt is impregnated, ferments like a kind 
of pafte, occasioning the Nile to ferment likewife, and thus 
mcreafes the mafs of water fo much, that it fpreads over 
the whole land of Egypt.. 

Far be it from me to bear hard upon thofe attempts 
with which the ancients endeavoured to folve thofe phae^ 
nomena, when, for want of a fufficient progrefs in experi¬ 
mental philofophy and obfervation, they were generally 
ddlitute of the proper means ; but there is no cxcufe for a. 
man’s cither believing or writing, that earth, impregnated- 
with fo fmall a quantity of any mixture as not to be dif- 
cemible to the eye, fmcll, or tafte, could periodically fwell 
the waters of a river, then, almoft dry, to fuch an. immen- 
fity, as to-cover the whole plains of Egypt, and difeharge 
millions of tons every day into the fea, at the fame 'time 

that 
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that it contributed to the health of the people and the Fer¬ 
tility of the land. It puts me in mind of an affcrtion of M. 
de Mailiet, almoft as abfurd as de la Chambre’s treatise, 
that the Nile, which in Egypt is the only fountain of plca- 
fure, of health, and plenty, has a mixture of one tenth of 
mud during the time of the inundation: pleafant and 
wholefome ftream, truly, to which Fleetditch would be Hip- 
pocrene. 

But whatever were the conjectures of the dreamers of 
antiquity, modern travellers and philofophers, deferibing 
without fyftem or prejudice what their eyes faw have 
found that the inundation of Egypt has been effected by 
natural means, perfectly confonant with the ordinary rules 
of Providence, and the laws given for the government of 
the reft of the univerfe. They have found that the plenti¬ 
ful fall of the tropical rains produced every year at the 
fame time, by the aCtion of a violent fun, has been uniform¬ 
ly, without miracle, the caufe of Egypt being regularly over¬ 
flowed. 

The fun being nearly ftationary for fome days in the 
tropic of Capricorn, the air there becomes fo much rat ified, 
that the heavier winds, charged with watery particles, rulh 
in upon it from the Atlantic on the weft, and from the In¬ 
dian Ocean on the eaft. The fouth wind, moreover, loaded 
with heavy vapour, condenfed in that high ridge of moun¬ 
tains not far fouth of the Line, which forms a fpine to the 
peninfula of Africa, and, running northward with the o- 
ther two, fumifli wherewithal to reftore the equilibrium. 


Tux 
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The fun, having thus gathered fuch a quantity of va¬ 
pours as it were to a focus, now puts them in motion, and 
•drawing them after it in its rapid progrefs northward, on 
the 7th of January, for two years together, feemed to have 
extended its power to the atmofphere of Gondar, when, for 
the firft time, there appeared in the fky white, dappled, thin 
clouds, the fun being then diftant 34 0 from the zenith, with¬ 
out any one cloudy or dark fpeck having been feen for fc- 
veral months before. Advancing to the Line with increa- 
fed velocity, and defcribing larger fpirals, the fun brings on 
a few drops of rain at Gondar the : ft of March, being then 
diftant 5 0 from the zenith; thefe are greedily abforbed by 
the thirfty foil, and this feems to be the fariheft extent of the 
fun’s influence, capable of cauflng rain, which then only falls 
in large drops, and lafts but a few minutes : the rainy fea- 
fon, however, begins mod ferioufly upon its arrival at the 
zenith of every place, and thefe rains continue conftant and 
incrcafmg after he has paflfed it, in his progrefs northward. 
Before this, green boughs and leaves appear floating in the 
Bahar el Abiad, andfhew that, in the latitude where it rifes, 
the rains are already abundant. The Galla, who inhabit, or 
have palled that river, give account of its fituation, which 
Jies, as far as I could ever calculate, about 5° from the Line. 

In April, all the rivers in Amhara, Bcgcmdcr, andl.afla, 
firft difcolourcd, and then beginning to fwell, join the Nile 
in the fovcral parts of its courfc neareft them; the river 
then, from the height of it.> angle of inclination, forces it- 
felf through the ftagnant lake without mixing with it. In 
rhe beginningof May, hundreds of dreams pour themfclves 
from Gojam, Damot, Maitlha, and Dembea, into the hike 
Tzana, which had become low by inrenfe evaporation, but 

Voi.. III. 4 1* novr 
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now begins to fill infenfibly, and contributes a large quan¬ 
tity of water to the Nile, before it falls down the cataradt 
of Alata. In the beginning of June, the fun having now 
palled all Abyflinia, the rivers there are all full, and then is 
the time of the greateft rains in Abyflinia, while it is for 
fome days, as it were, ftationary in the tropic of Cancer. 

These rains are colledted by the four great rivers in A- 
byflinia; theMareb, the Bowiha, Tacazze, and the Nile. All 
thefe principal, and their tributary ftreams, would, how¬ 
ever, be abforbed, nor be able to pafs the burning deferts, 
or find their way into Egypt, were it not for the White Ri¬ 
ver, which, rifing in a country of almoft perpetual rain, 
joins to it a never-failing ftream, equal to the Nile itfelfi. 

In the firft days of May, the fun, in his way to thd 
northern tropic, is vertical over the fmall village of Gcrri, 
the limit of the tropical rains. Not all the influence of 
the fun, which has already paft its zenith, and for many days 
has been as it were ftationary within a few degrees of it over 
Sycne, in the tropic of Cancer, can bring them one inch far¬ 
ther to the northward, neither do any dews fall there as 
might be reafonably expedted from the quantity of frefh 
and exhalable water that is then running in the Nile, 
though it pafies clofe by that village, and after, through 
that wild and dreary defert. The fadt is certain, and furc- 
ly curious; the caufe perhaps unknown, although it may be 
gueflfed at. 

I conceive, that mountains arc neceflary to occafion 
cither rain or dew, by arrefting and flopping the great quan¬ 
tity 
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tity of vapour which is here driven fouthward before the 
Etefian winds. Now, all that country between Gerri and Syenc 
is flat and dcfert,fo that this interruption is wanting; and it is 
owing to the famccaufe, that the bounds of the tropical rains 
do flop farther to the fouthward as you travel weftward, and 
in place of lat 16 0 , which is their limits at Gerri, they arc con¬ 
fined within lat. 14° in that part of the kingdom of Scnnaar 
which lies fouth and weft of that capital, where all is free 
from mountains till you come to thofe of Kuara and Fa- 
zuclo. 

Yet although the fun’s influence when at its greateft, is 
not ftrong enough to draw the boundaries of the fummer’s 
rain farther north than Gerri, all the time that it is in the 
tropic of Cancer at its greateft diftance, thefe rains are then 
at their heavieft throughout all Abyflinia; and Egypt,andall 
its labours, would foon be fwept into the Mediterranean did 
not the fun now begin to change its fphere of adion by ha- 
flcning its progrefs fouthward. 

From Sycnc the fun pafles over the defert, and arrives at 
Gerri; here he reverfes the cfTeds his influence had when 
on his pillage northward ; for whereas, in his whole courfe 
of declination northward, from the Line to Gerri, he brought 
on the rains at every place where he became vertical, fo 
now he cuts olF thofe rains the inftant he returns to the 
zenith of each of thofe places palling over Abyflinia in his 
journey fouthward, till arrived at the Line, in the autumnal 
equinox, his influence ceafes on the fide of Abyflinia, and 
goes to extend itfclf to the fouthern hcmifpherc. And fo 
precifely is this ftupendous operation calculated, that, on 
the 25th of September, only three days after the equinox,the 

4 P 2 Nile 
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Nile is generally found at Cairo to be at its highed, and be-' 
gins to diminfh every day after. 

Thus far as to the caufe and progrefs of the Nile’s inun¬ 
dation in our northern hemifphere; but fo much light and 
confirmation is to be drawn from our confideration of the 
remainder of the fun’s journey fouthward, that 1 am per- 
fu.tded my following him thither will require no apology to 
my philofophic or inquifitive reader. 

Immediately after the fun has palled the Line he begins 
the rainy icaion to the fouthward, (till as he approaches the 
zenith of each place; but the fituation and necelhties of this 
country being varied, the manner of promoting the inunda¬ 
tion is changed. A high chain of mountains run from about 
6 ° fouth all along the middle of the continent towards the 
Cape of Good Hope, and interfedls the fouthern part of the 
peninfula nearly in the fame manner that the river Nile docs 
the northern. A ftrong wind from the fouth, flopping the 
progrefs of the condenfcd vapours, dallies them againlt the 
cold fummits of this ridge of mountains, and forms many 
rivers which efcape in the diredlion either call or wed, as 
the level prefents itfelf. If this is towards the wed, they 
fall down the fidcs of the mountains into the Atlantic, and 
if on the ead, into the Indian Ocean. Now all thefe would 
be ufelefs to man, were the Etcdan winds to reign, as one 
would think mud he the cafe, analagous to what padcs in 
Egvpt; nay, if any one wind prevailed, thefe rivers, fwelled 
with rains, would not be navigable, but another wife and 
providential difpofition has remedied this. 


The 
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The clouds, drawn by the violent afuon of die fun, arc 
condenfed, then broken, and fall.as rain on the top of this 
high ridge, and fwcll every river, while a wind from the 
ocean on the eaft blows like a monfoon up each of thefc 
dreams in a direction contrary to their current, during the 
whole time of the inundation, and this enables boars to af- 
cend into the weftern parts of Sofala, and the interior coun¬ 
try to the mountains, where lies the gold. The fame effect, 
from the fame caufe, is produced on the wellcrn fide towards 
the Atlantic; the high ridge of mountains being placed 
between the different countries weft and ealt, is at once 
the fource uf their riches, and of thofe rivers which con¬ 
duct to the treafures which would be otherwife inacceflihlc 
in the e|dern parts of the kingdoms of Benin, Congo, and 
Angola- 

There arc three remarkable appearances attending the 
inundation of the Nile; every morning in Abylfmia is clear, 
and the fun fhines. About nine, a fmall cloud, not above 
four feet broad, appears in the call, whirling violently round 
as if upon an axis, but, arrived near the zenith, it fu ll abates 
its motion, then lofes its form, and extends itfclf greatly, and 
feems to call up vapours from ail oppofitc quarters. Thefc 
clouds having attained nearly the fame height, ru(h againft 
each other with great violence, and put me always in 
mind of Flifha foretelling rain on Mount Carmel*. The air, 
impelled before the heavieft mafs, or fwifteft mover, makes 
an impreflion of its own form in the collection of clouds 
oppofitc, and the moment it has taken polleilion of the fpace 

made 
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made to receive it, the moft violent thunder pollible to be 
conceived inftantly follows, with rain; after fome hours, the 
fky again clears, with a wind at north, and it is always dis¬ 
agreeably cold when the thermometer is below 63°. 

The Second thing remarkable is the variation of the 
thermometer; when the fun is in the Southern tropic, 36° 
diftant from the zenith of Gondar, it is Seldom lower than 
72 0 ; but it falls to 6o° and 59 0 when the fun is immediately 
vertical; fo happily does the approach of rain compensate 
the heat of a too-fcorching fun. 

The third is, that remarkable flop in the extent of the 
rains northward, when the fun, that has condudbpi the va¬ 
pours from the Line, and Should feem, now more than ever, 
to be in poffeflion of them, is here over-ruled Suddenly, till, 
on its return to the zenith of Gcrri, again it refumes the ab¬ 
solute command over the rain, and recondu&s it to the Line 
to furni£h diftant deluges to the Southward. 

I cannot omit observing here the particular difpofition 
of this peninfula of Africa; fuppofinga meridian line, drawn 
through the Cape of Good Hope, till it meets the Mediter¬ 
ranean where it bounds Fgypt, and that this meridian has 
a portion of latitude that will comprehend all Abyflinia, 
Nubia, and Egypt below it, this Section of the continent, 
from South to north, contains 64° divided equally by the 
equator, fo that, from the Line to the fouthmoft point of 
Africa, is 32 0 ; and northward, to the edge of the Mediter¬ 
ranean, is 3 2 0 alfo : now, if on each fide we Set off 2°, thefe 
arc the limits of the variable winds, and wc have then 
South, and 30° north, within which Space, on both Sides, the 
.3 trade- 
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trade-winds are confined; fet off again 16 0 from the 32% 
that is, half the diftance between the Cape of Good Hope 
and the Line, and 16 0 between the Line and the Mediter¬ 
ranean, and you have the limits of the tropical rains, 16 9 on 
each fide of the equator: again, take half of 16 0 , which is 
8% and add it to the limit of the tropical rains, that is to i6*, 
and you have 24*, which is the fituation of the tropics,— 
There is fomething very remarkable in this difpofition. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Egypt not the Gift of the Nile—Ancient Opinion refuted-—Modern 
Opinion contrary to Proof and Experience. 

TT is here we fhall difeufs a queftion often agitated. 

whether Egypt owed its cxiftence to the Nile, and whe¬ 
ther it was formerly an arm of the fea, but in proccfs of 
time, being filled up by the quantity of mud which the 
Nile depofited in its inundation, it at length became firm 
land, above the furface of the waters ? I believe this is 
the general opinion, as well of the books, as of the grcatdl 
part of travellers of the prefent age; it therefore merits ex¬ 
amination, whether it is founded in fai 5 t and observation, or 
whether it is to be ranked among the old and ill Sup¬ 
ported traditions fancifylly now again brought into fa- 
fliion. 

Egypt is a valley bounded on the right and left by very 
rugged mountains; it muft, therefore, occur to any one that 
1 the 
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the Nile, being a torrent falling from very high ground in 
Ethiopia, were this valley concave, the violent rapidity, or 
motion, would be much likelier to carry away mud and foil, 
than to leave it behind in a Rate to accumulate^ 

The land of Egypt dopes gently from the middle of the 
valley to the foot of the mountains on each fide, fo that 
the center is really the liigheft part of the valley, and in 
the middle of this runs the Nile *. At right angles with 
the dream large trenches are cut to the foot of the moun¬ 
tains, in which canals the water enters, and infenfibly flows 
down to the end of thefe trenches, where it diffufes itfelf 
over the level ground. 

As the river fwells, thefe canals fill with water, which 
goes fecking a level to the foot of the mountains; fo that 
now the flood, which begins to reftagnate towards the bank 
of the river, acquires no motion, as the calilhes are formed 
at right angles to the ftream. Sometimes, indeed, the ri¬ 
ver is fo high, when the rains in Ethiopia are excefllve, that 
the back-water joins the current of the Nile, when imme¬ 
diately it communicates its motion to the ftagnant water, 
and fweeps away every thing that is planted into the fea. 
It is a miftake then to aflert,—the fuller the Nile, the bet¬ 
ter for Egypt. 

It has been faid by various authors, that it was nccef- 
fary Egypt fliould be meafured every year, on account of 

Vol. III. 4 the 
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the quantity of mild which the Nile brought down by its 
inundation* which fo covered the land-marks, that no 
proprietor knew or could difcover the limits of his own 
farm, and that this annual neceflity firft gave rife to the 
fcience of Geometry *. How or when Geometry was firft 
known and pra&ifed, is not my bufinefs in this place to 
inquire, though I think the origin here given is a very 
probable one. The land of Egypt was certainly meafured 
annually: it is as certainly fo at this very time; and if fo, the 
prefent reafon for this is probably the very one which firft 
gave rife to it; but that this is not owing to the nuid of the 
Nile, will appear on the flighteft confideration ; for if Egypt 
increafe a foot in a hundred years, one year’s increafe of foil 
could be but the one hundredth part of a foot, which could 
hide no land-mark whatever; and we fee to this day thofc 
in Egypt were huge blocks of granite often with gigantic 
heads at the end of them; which the Nile, at the rate Hero¬ 
dotus fixes, of a foot in. 100 years, as being added to the foil,, 
would not cover in fevcral thoufand years.. 

It is abfurd to fuppofe that the Nile is to bring down 
an equal quantity of foil every year from the mountains 
of Abyftinia; whatever was the cafe at firft when this river 
began to flow, we are fure now, that almoft every ri¬ 
ver and brook in Abyflmia runs in a bed of hard flonc, 
the earth having been long removed; and the rivers now 
cannot fumifti from their rocky beds what they firft did 
from their earthy bottoms, when Egypt was fuppofed, ac¬ 
cording to Herodotus, to have its foundation laid in the 

floods ; 
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floods; and therefore, on the firfl confideration, this annual 
and equal increafe mull be impoflible. 

At Bafboch, before the Nile enters Sennaar, I made feve- 
ral hundred trials upon its fediment, as it then came down 
from the cultivated country of Abyflinia; I thereby found 
this fediment furprifingly frnall, being a mixture of fat 
earth, and a frnall quantity of fand. At the junction of the 
Nile and Allaboras I did the fame, taking up the water 
from the middle of the ftream, and, having evaporated it 
afterwards, I found little more fediment than at Sennaar; 
the water was indeed whiter, and the greateft part of the 
fediment was fand. I repeated this experiment at Syene 
with the utmoft attention, where the Nile leaves Nubia, and 
enters Egypt, and I found the quantity of fediment fully 
nine times increafed from what it was at Sennaar, and in 
it only a trifle of black earth, all the reft being fand. The 
experiment at Rofetto was not fo often repeated as the 
others ; but the refult was, that, in the flrength of the in¬ 
undation, the fediment confifted moftly of fand, and, to¬ 
wards the end, was much the greater part of earth. I think 
thefe experiments conclufive, as neither the Nile coming 
frefh from Abyflinia, nor the Atbara, though joined by the 
Mareb, likcwifc.from the fame country, brought any great 
quantity of foil from thence. 

It was at Sycnc that the water fhould have hcen moll 
charged with mud, for all the acceflion it was to bring to 
Egypt was then in its ftream; but there the chief part of the 
fediment was land, fanned and ventilated with perpetual 
hot winds, and fpread on the fui face of the burning defert, 
never refrcflicd with the dew of heaven. In that dreary 

, 4 Qj! defert, 
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defert, between Gooz and Syene, we faw huge pillars of this 
light fand; their bafe in the earth, and heads in the clouds, 
eroding the wide expanfe in various directions, and, upon 
its becoming calm in the evening, falling to pieces, and bu¬ 
rying themfelves in the Nile, with whofe dream they mix¬ 
ed like an impalpable powder, and were hurried down the 
river, to compofe the many fandy idands we fee in the; 
courfe of it.. 

V 

It feems to bean eftablifhed faCt, that water of every fort, 
fredi and fait, that of rivers, and what is ftagnant, has from 
early times fenfibiy diminifhed through the whole world; 
if then the land of Egypt has been continually rifing every 
year, while the quantity of water that was to cover it has 
become lefs, or at leaft not increafed, dearth in thefe latter 
years mud have been frequent in Egypt, for want of the 
Nile’s rifing to a proper height; but this is fo far from being 
the cafe, that, in thefe lad 34 years*, there has not been one 
feafon'of fcarcity from the lownefs of the Nile, although the 
life having been too great, and the waters too abundant, have 
thrice in that time occadoned famine by carrying away the 
millet. 

If the land of Egypt increafed (as Herodotus fays) one 
foot in 100 years, this addition mud have appeared in the 
mod ancient public monuments: now, the very bafe of all 
the obelifks in Upper Egypt, are bare and vifible, and even 
the paved plane, laid vifibly on purpofe -to receive the Gno- 
monical fhade, is not covered, nor fcarcely out of its level, 

and 
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and thefe fmall deviations are apparently owing to the fall¬ 
ing of neighbouring buildings. There are in the plain, im¬ 
mediately before Thebes, two Coloflal ftatues*, obvioufly 
defignedforNilometcrs, covered with hieroglyphics, as well 
as more modern inscriptions; thefe ftatues are uncovered 
to the loweft part of their bale; whereas we Should have now 
been walking on ground nearly equal in height to rheir 
heads. The fame may be faid of every public monument, 
if there had been any truth in the furface of Egypt increa¬ 
sing a foot in a hundred years. 

It appears, at leaftas far as Hadrian’s time, that if th cfecui 
of the Greeks be the peek of the prefent Egyptians, the 
fame quantity of water overflowed Egypt as now. 

The advocates for the fuppofed increafe of the land of 
Egypt on a foot in too years, prefled by this obfervation, 
which they cannot contradict, have chofe to evade it, by 
fuppofing, without foundation, that a fmaller meafure of 
the Nile’s increafe had been introduced by the Saracens to 
obviate the Nile’s fcantinefs, and this has landed them in a 
palpable abfurdity; for, while the Nile failed, the introduc¬ 
tion of a lefler meafure would not have ihereafed the crop; 
and, if the quantity of grain had been exacted when it was 
not produced, this would have only doubled the diftrefs, and 
made it more apparent; this would never have occafioned 
the joyful cry, Wafaa Ullab, God has given us our defire, men 
Jibbd\ alia Jibbel , the Nile has overflowed, from the mountains 
on one fide of the valley to the mountains on the other. Be- 

fides, 
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lides, there is no country in the world, perhaps, but where 
this trick may be played with impunity, except in Egypt, 
for a reafon that I am about to explain. 

The extenfion of the land of Egypt northward, the di- 
ftance between it and Cyprus, and the fituation of Canopus, 
all fliew, that no or very little alteration has been made 
thefe 3000 years. Dr Shaw, and the other writers, who are 
advocates for what has been advanced by Herodotus *, that 
Egypt hath been produced by the Nile, have deferted this 
ground of maintaining their hypothecs, and have rccourfe 
to the Nilcmeter to prove, that the loil has increased in 
height, and that a greater quantity of water is necdTary 
now to overflow the land of Egypt than was required in 
the days of Homer. 

If the firfl: part of their aflertion can be proved, l (hall 
make no fort of difficulty of giving up the other. But I 
rather conceive, that none of thofe who have written upon 
this fubjeft hitherto, whatever degree of learning and in¬ 
formation they may have poffeffed, have poflefled fufficient 
data to explain this fubjeft intelligibly. It feems, indeed, 
to have remained with the Jottrcc of the river , a fecret referved 
for latter times. 

It will be neceffary for us firft to confider what the 
ufc of a NiLmcttr was, for what caul'e it was made, ^nd by 
whom. 
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Pr is fcarcely neceflary to obfervc, that, in every {late or 
fociety, the produft or revenue fhould be known, as well as 
what will be wanted for the fupply of the neceflides of the 
people. Now, it was only the ground overflowed by the 
Nile that could produce grain for the fubfiilence of the in¬ 
habitants and revenue of the flat* 

The firft conlideration, then, was, to know how much of 
the land of Egypt was overflowed in a given term of years, 
and how much grain was produced* upon that avera 
This could only be afeertained by meafuring, and they, 
therefore, fettled with precifion the land that was overflow¬ 
ed from the earlieft times, and do fo to this day. Thefe 
actual meafurements gave them a maximum and a mini¬ 
mum, which furniflied them with a mean, and thus they 
were in pofleflion of all the principles neceflary for making 
a Nilometer, by dividing a pillar into correfponding cubits, 
and divifions of cubits called digits, placing it alio firm and 
perpendicular, fo as to be liable to no alteration or injury, 
though in the middle of the dream. 

The firfl:' Hated meafure was certainly that mentioned 
in feripture, the cubit, fecundum cubit um virilis man us, meafur¬ 
ing from the center of the round bone in the elbow to the 
point of the middle finger*. This is ftill the meafure of all 
unpoliflied nations, but no medium or tetm, cxpreilive of 
its exadt contents, having been applied, writers have dif¬ 
fered as to the length of this cubit, and no fiandard exifling 
to which it might be referred, a great deal of confu- 

fion 
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fion has thereupon followed Dr Arbuthnot * fays, that 
there are two cubits in fcripture, the one, i foot 9 inches, 
and tVoV parts of an inch, according to our meafure, being 
the 4th part of a fathom, twice the fpan, and fix times the 
palm. The other is equal to 1 foot -%W parts of a foot, 
or the 4oodth part of Radium. I fhall not inquire in¬ 
to the grounds he goes on; I believe, however, that neither 
are precifely the ancient cubit of the eaft, but both are too 
large; at leaft the Egyptian I found to be very exactly 
t foot 5} inches, which is 2 inches more than father Mer- 
fenne f has made his Hebrew cubit. But this is of lefs 
confequence to us now, becaufe Herodotus % informs us, 
that in his time, and probably at the firft inftitution of a Ni- 
lometer, the meafure was the Samian cubit, which is about 
18 inches Englifli, or half an inch lefs than the ancient cubit. 

The reader will then confider, that the divifions of this 
Nilometer were a representation of certain fa&s: That the 
Nile’s reaching to fuch a divifion correfponded to a certain 
quantity of corn that was fown, a proportion of the produce 
of which was to be paid to the king, the reft to go to the 
landlord and the labourer. 

The Nilometer then ascertained the contrail between 
king and people on thefe terms, That, in the event of fo 
much com being produced by the land of 1 gypt, fuch a 
tribute was to be paid: But, in cafe a certain quantity of 
ground, lefs than that t was overflowed, or, which is the fame 
thing, a lefler quantity of grain was produced, then the 
4 king 


* Eocyclop. tocc Cubit, f Vide Eocyciop. roce Cubit. | Herod, lib. ii. /eft. tS8. p. 149. 
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king was not to exad his tribute, bccaufe it was undcrftood 
fuch a quantity only was produced as was fufficient for the 
maintenance of the landholder and labourer. This was re¬ 
ferred to the Nilometer, whofe divifion {hewed to what 
height the Nile had rifen. Men appointed by the fovereign 
were to fuperintend this Nilometer, and to publifh the height 
of the Nile, whilit the reafon why the king was to have the 
direction of the Nilometer, and not his fubjedts, was very 
obvious, though it has not yet been undcrftood, becaufe the 
king could not gain by fubftituting falfe meafures, where¬ 
as the people might. 

The Nile, though in an average of years it brought down 
nearly the fame quantity of water, yet, in particular ones, 
it varied fometimes more and fometimes lefs. It is like- 
wile obferved, like mod other rivers, to run more on one 
fide of the valley for forne years than to the other. The 
confcqucnce of this varying and deviation was, that though, 
upon the whole, the quantity indicated by the Nilomctt r was 
the fame, yet nobody knew his quota , or what proportion of 
the whole was drawn from the property of each individual; 
as for this they were obliged to apply to atftual menfuration. 
Suppofmg a man’s property was a feftion of the land of E- 
gvpr, of 12,000 feet from the brink of the river to the moun¬ 
tain, and of any given breadth, 4000 feet of this perhaps 
were overflowed, wliilll the other Scqp remained dry, and 
above the level of the water. The tenant, after having mca- 
ftired, did not till then know what his farm of 12,0:0 feet 
would give him for that year, only 4000 of which had been 
overflowed by the water, and was then fit for fowing ; for 
this he paid his landlord the higheft rent laid upon cultiva- 

Vol. III. 4 R ted 
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ted land. But the 8000 feet that ftill remained were 
not equally ufelefs, though not overflowed by the inunda¬ 
tion; for 4000 of the 8000, which lay by the bank of the ri¬ 
ver, could be overflowed by machines, and by the labour of 
man, when, for a certain time, the river was high enough 
to be within reach of machinery; fo that the value of this 
4000 feet to the farmer was equal to the firft, minus the cx- 
pencc and trouble it coft him for watering it by labour; for 
this, then, he paid one half of the rent only to the land¬ 
lord. 

Now, though it was known that the whole farm was 
12,000 feet, yet, till it was meafured, no one could fay how 
much of that would be overflowed by the Nile alone, and 
fo manured without expencc; how much was to be water¬ 
ed by labour, and fo pay half rent; and how much was to 
be incapable of any fuch cultivation, and for that year c- 
qually ufelefs to landlord and tenant. 1 fpeak not of a fa 61 
that happened in antiquity, but one that is neccffary and 
in practice at this very hour; and though a man, by this 
menfuration, attains to the knowledge of what his farm 
produces this fame year, this is no general rule, as his cul¬ 
tivated land next year may be doubled, or perhaps reduced 
to one-fourth; and his neighbour, on the other fide of the 
Nile, may in his farm make up the correfpondcnt deficien¬ 
cy, or excels ; and %e average quantity produced by them 
both being the fame, the degree of the Nilometer will be 
the fame like wife. 

From this it is obvious to infer, that there arc two points 
of great advantage to the tenant: The one is, when it is 

3 juft 
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jafl high enough not to pay the meery*, for then he has 
all the harvefl to himfelf, and pays nothing, though he has 
very near the fame quantity as if he was fubject to the tax. 
The other is, when near the whole of thefe 12,000 feet is 
overflowed by the Nile, but before the water is in contact 
with the current of the river; for then, though he is liable 
to pay the meery, he has fown the greateft part of his land 
pollible, without additional labour or expencc; more than 
this is lofs, for then the water of the inundation is put like- 
wife in motion, and all the floating pulverifcd earth that 
has been trode into an impalpable powder, during March, 
April, and May, is fwept away by the current into the fea, 
and nothing left but a bare, cold, hard till, which produces 
little, and is noteafily pulverifed by the poor inftruments of 
hulbandry there in ufe, when neither farmer nor landhold¬ 
er pays any thing, becaufe, indeed, there is not any re¬ 
ceipt. 

However, from this uncertainty one thing arifes which 
does not feem to have been underftood ; for the tenant, not 
knowing prccifcly the quantity of feed that he may want, 
comes to his farm unprovided, and, being uncertain of its 
produce, takes his land only from year to year; the land¬ 
lord furniihes him with feed f, and even with all labour¬ 
ing utcnflls. 

And here I am to explain what I have before advanced, 
what to fomc will feem a paradox, That the fubftiruting 

4 R 2 falfe 
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falfe meafurcs-in the Nilometer by the fovcrcign is abfo- 
lutely impracticable. Suppofing the height of the Nilo¬ 
meter, when at 8 cubits, ihewed that there was juft corn 
enough to maintain the inhabitants, and that the tenant 
knew, by the quantity of land meafured, that he had bare¬ 
ly what was to pay his rent and fupport his family; this 
he muft know before he fowed, becaufe he meafured im¬ 
mediately after the inundation.; and this he muft know 
likewife by the corn he borrows for feed from his landlord, 
who, as I have laid, furnilhes his tenant both with feed and 
labouring utenfils. If, then, he, finds he can barely main¬ 
tain himfelf, and not pay his rent, upon the proclamation 
at the Nilometer, he deferts his farm, and neither plows 
norfows* but flies toPaleiline to the Arabs, or into the 
cities, and brings famine along with him. The next year 
there is a plague, and fvreeps all thofe poor wretches, in a 
bad ftate of health by living upon bad food, into their 
graves, fo that the introduction, of a fuppofed falfe meafure, 
direCtly advanced by Dr Shaw f; and often alluded to by 
others, but always without poffibility of foundation, is ono 
of the many errors he has fallen into. 

He knew nothing but of the Delta, never was in Upper, 
and no confiderable time even in Lower Egypt, but when 
the Nile had overflowed it, and i fuppofe never converfed with 
a fellah, or Egyptian peafent, in his life. All his wonders are 

in 


* Tliis wai apparently the reafon why Jofeph, who had bought not only the lands, but 
the people of Egypt likewife, transferred them from farms, not convenient for them, to o- 
thers where they coaid thrive. The fame they do fpontaneoufly at this day, now they arc 
free, f Dr Shaw, chap, ii, 3. p. 383. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


68* 

in the land of Zoan *, and his obfcrvations Chould have reach¬ 
ed no further, becaufc they are not fact, but fanciful imagi¬ 
nations of his own; not from any bad intention, but becaufe 
he never was in the way of being better informed, but de¬ 
termined not to abandon afyftem he had once formed. 

Herodotus! mentions, that in the time of Maris, when 
the minimum came to be 8 Samian cubits, all Egypt below 
Memphis was overflowed, but that in his days it took 16 
cubits, or at lead i*, to put the fame land in like condition 
for cultivation; or, in other words, the minimum, when they 
paid their meery, was 16, or at lead 15 cubits in his time ; 
and the uncertainty, of thefe two terms fhews, that there 
were unaccountable inequalities, even in his days, as we 
fhall find there have been ever fince. But I mud here beg 
leave to afk, why we lhould believe Herodotus knew the 
management of the Nilometer more than travellers have 
done fince, as he tells us conftantly throughout this part of* 
his hiftory, that when he inquired of the priefls coifcerning' 
the Nile, they would tell him nothing about it| ? 

In Mrcris’s time there were great lakes dug, as Herodo¬ 
tus fays ||, to carry off the fuperfiuous water, to what place 
is not faid, but furely into the defert for the ufe of the Arabs. 
Now, unlefs we knew what time thefe lakes were opened 
to receive the dream, we do not know whether it was the' 
evacuation by the lake, or fcarcity of the water that impe¬ 
ded the rife of the Nile, upon the Nilometer. We have no' 

account 


* PiaJm lxxviii. ver. 12. + Herod, ent. fed. 13. t Herod, lib. ii. fed. IQ. 
H Herod, lib. ii. fed. 4. 101. and 149. 
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account of thefe tranfa&ions, and we fhall be lcfs inclined 
to rely upon them, when I lhall Ihew, that the Nilometer 
could be of no life infolving this queftion at all, either in 
Herodotus’s days, or any time fince, without a previous 
knowledge of feveral other circumftanccs never yet taken 
into the calculation, and of which Herodotus muft have 
been ignorant. 

But let us grant that the Nile in Mceris’s time rofe only 
8 cubits, and in the days of Herodotus to 16, let us fee if, 
at certain periods afterwards, it kept to any thing like that 
proportion. Above 400 years after Herodotus, Strabo tra¬ 
velled in Egypt; he went through the whole country from 
Alexandria to beyond Syene and the firfl: cataract; and as he 
is an hiftorian whofe chara&cr is eftablifned, both for ve¬ 
racity and fagacity, we may receive what he fays as un¬ 
exceptionable evidence, efpecially as he travelled in fuch 
company as it is not probable the priefts could have refilled 
him an> thing. Now Strabo f fays, that, in his days, 8 cu¬ 
bits were a minimum , or the Wafa a Ullah of the Nile’s incrcafe ; 
therefore, from Mseris’s time to Strabo there is not an inch 
dilTcrencc in the minimum , and this includes the fpace of 1400 
years. 

It may be faid, indeed, that the paflage in Strabo - }; imports, 
that, in the time of Petronius, by a particular care of the 
banks and califlies, the Nile at 8 peeks (or cubits) enabled 
the Egyptians to pay their meery without hardlhip; but 
this was by particular induftry, more than what had been 

in 
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CHAP. XVII. 

fame Subject continued-—Kilometer what. How divided and mea - 

fared. 

I N the 7th century a revolution happened that flops our Gre¬ 
cian account from proceeding farther, Egypt was con¬ 
quered by an ignorant and barbarous enemy,theSaracen, and 
Amru Ibn el Aas was governor of Egypt for Omar, the fecond 
Caliph after Mahomet. Omar was a foreigner, conqueror, bi¬ 
got and a tyrant; he deftroyed the Grecian Nilometer from 
motives of religion, the fame which had before moved him 
to burn the library of Alexandria; and after, with the fame 
degree of foundjudgment , determined to eftablifh his empire at 
Medina, in the middle of the pcninfula of Arabia, a country 
without water, and furrounded'on all Tides with barren fands; 
but he was nevcrthelefs defirous of feeding his famifhed Sa¬ 
racens with the wheat of Egypt, a province he had fub- 
dued; for this purpofe he ordeicd Amru to begin a ca¬ 
nal from the Nile to the Red Sea, to carry the wheat to the 
Vol. III. 4 S Arabian 
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Arabian Gulf, and thence to Yambo, the port of Medina ont 
that gulf. 

The traitor Greeks, who had delivered the country to the 
Saracens, had probably informed him of the great plenty 
which conftantly reigned in Egypt, and which every body 
had an opportunity of knowing by the cheapnefs of grain 
at the market. 

Omar thought that a larger tribute was due to put the 
conquerors a little more upon a footing with the conquered ; 
for Egypt, which had once ao,ooo cities, had not then the 
tenth part of them. Having therefore a larger extent to culti¬ 
vate, with the fame quantityof water,it produced more grain, 
and at the fame time having fewer people to eat it, nothing 
was lefs opprelEve than that a part of the furplus of the pro¬ 
duce fhould go in augmentation of the tribute. For this 
purpofe, following the very weak, lights of his own judg¬ 
ment, he introduced a different nraa&Lre on the Milometer, 
and the confequenceof thatmeafure, impofed by a conquer¬ 
or, affe&ed the people (not reflecting upon their decreafe in 
population) fo much, that they prepared to fly the country; 
from which it immediately would have followed, that all 
Egypt would have lain defolate and uncultivated, and all 
Arabia been ftarved. 

They were perfectly acquainted with their ancient mca- 
fure, and it is probable that Omar made an exccflive addi¬ 
tion by the new Nilometers which he had erected; fo that 
faith being thereby broken between the government and peo¬ 
ple, the Egyptians fet about watching the Nile upon the Milo¬ 
meter with its new meafure, as the only way of being inform¬ 
ed when poverty or famine was to overtake them. This being 
3 told 
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told to Omar, be ordered the new Nilometer to be dcmolifh- 
ed ; but as it had been part of the complaint to him, that 
their counting the divifions of the Mikeas * was the reafoa 
why the people were kept in continual terror, he Ihut up 
the accefs to Chriftians, and that prohibition continues in 
Cairo to this day; and, inftead of permitting ocular infpec- 
tion, he ordered the daily increafe to be proclaimed, but in 
a manner fo unintelligible, that the Egyptians in general no 
longer underftood it, nor do they underftand it now; for, be¬ 
ginning at a given point, which was not the bottom of the 
Nilometer, he rtent on, telling the increafe by fubtradling 
from the upper divifion; fo that a* nobody knew the lower 
point from which he began, although they might compre¬ 
hend how much it had rifcn fince the crier proclaimed its 
increafe, yet they never could know the height of the water 
that was in the Nilometer when the proclamation began, 
nor what the divifion was to which it had afcended on the 
pillar. 

To underhand this, let us premife, that, on the point of 
the ifland Rhoda, between Geeza and Cairo, near the middle 
of the river, but nearer to Geeza, is a round tower, and in 
that an apartment, in the middle of which is a very neat 
well, or ciftern, lined with marble, to which the Nile has 
free acccfs, through a large opening like an embrafure, the 
bottom of the well being on the fame level with the bottom 
of the river. In the middle of this well rifes a thin column, 
as far as I can remember, of eight faces of blue and white 
marble, to the foot of which, if you are permitted to defeend, 

4S2 you 
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you are theh on the fame plane wjth the foot of the column 
and bottom;Of the river. This pillar is divided into 20 peeks, 
called Draa El Belledy, of 22 inches each*. 

The two 1 owermofl'peefcs are not divided at all, but are 
left abfolutely without mark, to Hand for the quantity of 
fludge the water depofits there, and,i?hich occupies the 
place Of water. Two peeks are then divided on the right 
hand into 54 digits each; then, on theieft, four peeks arc 
divided each into 24 digits j. theft oiMh$ right, four; and, 
on the left, another four: again, right, which 

complete the number o#. i8 ftBeks from; the firft divifion 
marked on the pillar eaoh of aa inches. The. whole, mark¬ 
ed and unmarked, amounts to $6 t% feet Englifh. 

On the night of St John,\W;hpp the Nudla has fallen, that 
is, when they fee therain-water from Ethiopia is fo mixed 
■with the Nile that at Cairo if is become exhalable, and falls 
down in dews upon the earth, which till that time it ne¬ 
ver does, they then begin to cry, having five peeks of wa¬ 
ter marked on the WikeaSj and two unmarked for the fludge; 
of which they take no notice in the proclamation. 1 heir 
frft proclamation, fuppofe the Nile hath rifen 12 digits, is 
t2 from fix, or it wants 12 digits tq be fix peeks. When it 
rifes three more, it is nine from fiat, or, Ttjfa am Sittc, and fo 
it goes on, fubtradling the digits from the upper number, 
without giving you any information what that fix is, or that 
they began to count from five, which I fuppofe is the af- 
fumed depth of the Nile before it begins to incrcafe. 

When 


f Vid, geometrical elevation and plan of the Mikeas. 
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When the river has rifen on the Mikeas eight peeks and 
213 digits, they then caRWabotf am erba Tu/b> i. e. one from 14, 
five peeks of water being left marked in the Mikeas, but 
only eight of augmentation that has rifen upon the column, 
according to the divifions, which make in all 13 peeks and 
23 digits, which wants one fr^n bdng nuie of augmenta¬ 
tion, and that being added, they cry ffqfaa Ullab , which ob¬ 
liges the country'to the payment of the meery. Again, 
fuppofe 17 peeks, or 'cubits, and * 23 digits to Hand on the 
column, the cry is Wabadam temen Tufb r i. e. one from l 8, and, 
upon this being fihed^andthe divifions complete by a cer¬ 
tain day ip Augtift, ihiS next- is JJharkn^ 20, O?, men Jibbed alia 
Jibbd \ from mbtthtam tb naoiinjain, - that is, 1 8 peeks mark¬ 
ed on the pillar, and twounmsfrked at the foot of it, fup- 
pi fed to be covered with mud* All the land of Egypt is 
then fitted for cultivation ; the great canal at Manfoura, 
and fevcral others, are opened, which convey the water in¬ 
to the defert, and hinffer any further ftagnation on the fields, 
though there rS Rilia gbeat pint of the water to come from 
Ethiopia, but which would not drain foon enough ro fit 
the land for tillage, were the inundation fullered to go 

on. * *. = 

v 'W 

it 1 • 

Now, from th£fe 16 peeks the Wafaa Ullab if we deduce 
5, which were in the well, and marked on the column when 
the crier began, there will have been but 11 pecks of rife 
as a minimum, which ftill made the meery due, or 15, de¬ 
ducing 5 from 20, 'themaximum , men Jibbd , alia Jibbd the 
increafe that fits all Egypt for cultivation, alter which is lofs 
and danger. Therefore* fuppofe the 16 peeks on the med.il 
of Hadrian to have been the minimum or fifeal term, we 
mull infer, that the fame quantity of inundation produced 
• the 
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the Wafaa Utiab or payment of the mcery, in Hadrian's time, 
that it docs at this day, and coiufcquently the land of E- 
gypt has not increafed fince his time, that is, in the laft 
iGooyearss. , 

As a fuimnaay of tbt whole relating so this periodical 
inundation of the Nifce, Hh*11 here deliver say opinion,which 
I think, as it is founded upon ancient htftory, confonant to 
that of intermediate times, and, invincibly efiablifhed by 
modern obfervation, c*n niter be overturned by any argu¬ 
ment whatever. And this 1 Sadi do as Portly as poffiblc, 
left, having anticipated k in pan by refle&ipas explanatory 
of the narrative, it may at firft figjbrbave the appearance. q£ 
repetition. 1 

4 

It i9 agreed on all hands, that Egypt, in early ages, had 
water enough to overflow the ground that cempofed it. It 
was then a narrow valley at it is ncfSvj having been early 
the feat-Of’the arts, crowded 41th a multitude of people, en¬ 
riched by'the mo ft flourishing and profitable tiadc, and its 
numbers fupplied and recruited when needful by the im- 
menfe nations to the fouthward of it, having grain and all 
the ncceflanes and luxuries of life (oil excepted) for the 
great multitude which it fedj Egypt was averfe to any 
communication with ftrangerl* till after the foundation 
of Alexandra. 

r * 

The firft princes, after the buildifi|j of Memphis, finding 
the land turn broader towards the Delta, whereas before it 
had been a narrow ftripe confined between mountains; o >- 
ferving alfo that they had great command of water for fit¬ 
ting their land for cultivation, nay, that great part of it ran 


h 
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to wide without profit* which muft have been the cafe, fince 
k is fo at this day: observing likewife, that the fuperabun- 
dance of water in the Nile did harm, and that the neigh¬ 
bouring fandy plains of Libya needed nothing but a judi¬ 
cious didributioa of that water, tomafce it equal 40 . the 
land of Egypt in fertility, and furpafs it in the variety of 
natural productions, applied themfelves very early to dig¬ 
ging large lakes % that, preferving ^ degnee of level Sufficient, 
all the year long ^watered the 4*7 deferts of Libya like fo 
many fruitful fhoweri. Geoipetty v arehiteClure, and ail the 
mechanic arts of foofe timw, wememployed to accomplifh 
thofe defigns. Thefe caoaia and vaft works communicated 
one with another to imprifon tl*e water, and fet it again at 
liberty at proper times. 

We may be Satisfied this was obferved attentively all the 
time of the dynaftses, or reigns of the Egyptian princes. Af¬ 
ter the acceflkm of the Ptolemies, who were (hungers, the 
multitude of inhabitant* had greatly decreafed. there was 
no occafion for works to water lands that were not peopled; 
fo far as they were neceflary fipr cities* gardens, and plea- 
fure-grounds, they were always kepitip. The larger and 
more extenfive conduits, dykes, and flukes, though they 
were not ufed, were proteCfcxl by their own folidity and 
ftrength from fudden ruin. Egypt, now confined within ks 
ancient narrouf valley, had water enough to keep it in cul¬ 
ture, and.make it foil the granary of the inhabited world. 

When 


* We know that thefe lakes were dug, and in ufe as early as Moks’s time. Exod. chap rii. 
ter. 19. chap. viii. rer. 5. 



TRAVELS TO DISCOVER 


696 

When the ancient race of the Ptolemies ended, a fcene 
of war and confufion, and bad government at home, was 
fucceeded by a worfe under foreigners abroad. The num¬ 
ber of its inhabitants was ftill greatly decreafed, and the val¬ 
ley had y& a quantity of water enough to fit it for annual 
culture. ’ 

4 , t a • - j 

is the reign of the"fecond emperor after the Roman con- 
■queft, Petronius Arbiter, fcuaan well known for tafte and 
learning, was governor of Egypt lie few with regret the 
decay of the magnificent works of the ancient native 
Egyptian princes. His fagadty penetrated the ufefulnefs 
and propriety of thofe vrvtks. He«fiaw they had once made 
Egypt populous and fkmrifhing. Like a good citizen and 
fubjeft of the Rate he ferved, and from a humane and ra¬ 
tional attachment to that which he governed, he hoped to 
make it again as flourifhing under the new government as it 
•had been under the old. Like a man 6f lenfe, and mailer of 
his fubj^a, he laughed at the daftardty fpirit of the modern 
Egyptians, anxious and trembling left the Nile ihould not 
overflow iandeaougti to give them bread, when they had 
the power ineheir hands to procure plenty in abundance for 
fix times the number of the people themin Egypt. To ihew 
them this,he repaired their ancient works, railed their banks, 
refitted their fluices, and by thus iraprifoniiig.as I may fay, 
the inundation at a proper time ht the beginning, he over¬ 
flowed all Egypt with 8 peeks of vfeter, as firfly, and as ef¬ 
fectually, as to the purpofes of agriculture, as before and 
fince it hath been with j 6 ; and did not open the fluices to 
allow the water to run and wafte in the defert (where there 
was now no longer any inhabitants), till the land of the 
valley 6f Egypt had been fo well watered as only to need 
1 that 
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that the inundation Ihould retire in time to leave the far¬ 
mer the ground firm enoifgh for plowing and fovving. 

Let any one read what I have already quoted from Stra¬ 
bo; it is juft what I have here repeated, but in fewer 
words. Let him confider how fair an experiment this of 
Petronius was, that by re-eftabli£hing the works of Miens, 
and putting the inundation to the fame profit that Maeris 
did, he found the fame quantity of water overflow’the fame 
quantity of ground, and confequentjy, that the land of 
Egypt had not been raifed an inch from Mtcris’s time to 
that of Petronius, above 1409 years. 

Now the fecond part of the queftion Comes, what differ¬ 
ence of meafure was made by the Saracens, and how does 
it now (land, after that period, as to the fuppofed rife of a 
foot in a hundred years ? It is now above 1100 years fincc 
the f firft of the Hegira, and near 900 years fince the erec¬ 
tion of the prefent Mikeas, which being equal to the period 
between Maeris and Herodotus, and again to that between 
Herodotus and Julian, we lhould begin to be certain if any 
fuch increafe in the land has ever, from Maris to the pre¬ 
fent time, been indicated Ly the Nilometer. 

The reader will perhaps be furprifed, at what I am going 
to advance, That thofe writers, as well as their fupporters 
who have pronounced fapofitively on this fubjeCt, have not 
furnifhed themfelves with the data which are abfolutely 
neceflary to folve this queftion. Quantity is only to be af- 
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certained by meafure, yet none of them ltave fettled that? 
only medium of judging,. The Mikeas, or pillar, is the fub* 
je<5t to be meafured, and they are not yet agreed within 
*# feeeoMta extreme height, nor about the divifion o&any 
part of in As rhis accufation appear,to be a flrong one; 
I fian.il fet down the proof for the reader** coafideration, 
that it may not be jfttppofed I mem to critieife improperly, 
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And fiirft of the JWlkea*. ftfe Thbaa* Humes, a gentle¬ 
man Quoted by* Dr Shaw, who had been a great many 
year* a faftertr at Cairo, fay*, that the Mifeeas is 58 feet Eng* 
1HH td height. Now, theft is really no reafon why fuch an 
eaormems pillar fetotrid have been built, a* the Nile would 
drowft ail Cairo before it Was to rifoso this height; accord- 
, ingty' as we have feen,i«s height is not £6 much by near 22 
' ffaet/ Dr Perry f neat, who has wrote largely upon the fub- 
1 jtct, fty«,'the Milceaty or column, it divided into 24 peeks, 
and each pdek or cubit is 24 inches nearly* Dr Pococke 
who travelled at the fttmt time, agrees in the divifion of 24 
peeks,'but' fry*-that theft peeks are unequal The 1 6 low¬ 
er hft.fttpfriftR inches,, the ^tfiext,- 24 inches, and 

the uppetmot, 80 that on* of'theft- gentlemen makes 
the MiStdas 43 feet,' which is above £s feet more than the 
♦truth, and the other 48, whkhis aboerc 1 1; Males the fecond 
error which Dr Pococke has committed, by laying the divi¬ 
sions are of three different dimettftxtt, when they really are 

not 
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not any one of them what he conceives, nor is the Mikeas 
divided unequally. 

As fbrMr Humes, who had Uved long *frjC*KO, I would 
by no means be thought to indnuateadonbt of hi# veracity: 
There may, in change of times, be occafion# whenOhri/lians 
may be admitted to the Mikeas, and be allowed to meafure 
exadbly. This, however, muft be with a long jjpd* divided 
and brought on purpofe, with a high {tool or fcaffold, and 
this fort of preparation would be attended with much dan- 
er if feen in the hand of a Chriftian without, and much more 
if he was to attempt 10 apply it tothe column within. At Cai- 
yo a man may fee or hear any thing he defires, by djp ordinary 
means of gold. Which no Turk can withftand or refufe^ but 
often one villain is paid for being your guide, and another 
villain, his brother, pays himfelf, by informing again#: you; 
the end is mifchief to yourfelf, which, if you are a fetaoger, 
generally involves alio your friends. You are alked. What did 
you at the Mikeas when you know it is forbidden! and your 
filence after that queftion is an acknowledgement of guilt; 
fentence immediately follows, whatever it,mayl^^pdi^ecu- 
tion upon it 1 rat heram'inclined to think, thac4umgb feve- 
ral Chriftians hare obtained ad million to the 'Mikeas, very 
few have had the means or inftrutnents, and fewer Rill the 
courage, tomeafure this column exadlly; which leads me to 
believe, as Dr Shaw fayit, he procured the number of feet iiji a 
letter from Mt Humesjtbaithe Docftor has midakeu 58 forj$, 
which, in a foreign hand, is vcryeafily done; it would then 
be 38, inftead of 58 Engliih feet, and to that number it 
might approach near enough, and the difference be account¬ 
ed for, from an aukward manner of meafuring with a trem¬ 
bling hand, there being then only a little more than one 
foot of error. 

4 T a 
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From Whatdhavf.juft naw’Hientionedil hope it is fuffi- 
ciently pleub%^%c^-^ib' .'-reader^- ^ that the length and diviHon of 
the the Mikead, by whichthe quantity of water, 

aiMi cjurfc^ttemly the iixcreafe of the foil* was to be dettrmin- 
ed) ittss utterly unknown to* thofe travellers who had un¬ 
dertaken this mode 4f determining it. 


in^iiSMy whether they were better inftrudfc- 
edMm lihe^iength 4 hat* meafure,**id»ch; after the Sa¬ 
racen l ;ic^h^ueft, was introduced into the 'Milometer, of 
Geezai irtee it has remained unaltered firice the year 245 1 
Dr Shaw introdueesthe confederation of this fubjedfc by an 
ehu a^ y at a fe 'of many different peeks, feven of which he 
quflsmftUmArabiah authors, as being then in ufe. Firft, 
thti: Htmtaraeuat i digit of the common cubit. 2. The Ha- 
lameatn, or gfeater peek, of 24 digits. 3. The Belalasan, left 
'tilpte^hife Hafamean. 4. The black cubit left than the Bela- 
ie&n 5. Ihe joflippsean | of a digit left than the 

^lack TheChord^or Afaba, rf digit left thaif the 

black peelftfV;. 7. TiwMaharahius, 2$ digits left than the 
bfack^|^%>blo^T;WiR appeal- to any one to what all 
t|^is' amounts, when I am not told the length of 

t&e coqwnon peck to #hich he refers the jreft, as being 1* 
digit, or ''& digits mot# of l kfs. >fie>himielf thinks that the 
meafuring peek is the Stamfeduline peek, hut then, for com¬ 
putation’s fake, he takes a peek o&fcismvn invention, being 
a medium of 4 or 5 guefles, and jfetef it at 2 $ inches, far 
which he has no authority but his own imagination. 


I WIL1 
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I will not perplex the reader more with the different 
meafures of thefe peeks, between the Hafamean and great 
peek of Kalkafendas, which is 18 inches, and the black peek, 
a model of which Dr Bernard* has given m from an Arabic 
MS. at Oxford, the difference is 10 inches, the firft being 
18 inches equal to the Samian peek, the other *8* inches, 
and from this difference we may judge, joined to the un¬ 
certainties of the height and divisions of the MikeM, how 
impoOible it is for us to determine the increafe of 12 inches 
in a hundred years. • » 

As the generality of Writers have fixed upon the Con- 
ffantinople, or Stambouline peek^for the meafure of the Mi- 
keas, in which choice they have erred, we will next feek 
what is the meafure of the Stambouline peek, and whether 
they have in this article been better informed. • w * 

* r 

M. de Maillot, French canful at Cairo, fays, that this 
peek is equal to a French feet, or very nearly 26 inches of 
our meafure: and, to add to this another miftake, he Rates, 
that by this peck the Mikeas is measured; sftid,* for the 
completing of the cbnfufem, he adds, that the Nile muff 
rife 48 French* feet before it covers all their lands. What he 
means by all their lands is to very little purpofe to inquiry 
for he would probably have been drowned in his clofet in 
which he made thefe computations, long before he had 
feen the Nile at that height, or near it. 

Without, then, wandering longer in this extraordinary 
confuiion, which I have only ftated to fhew that a traveller 

4 may 
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may differ fropa Pr§haw, and yet be right, and that this 
writer, h^t^V^iearned h£ may be, cannot, for want of 
inforauti^ be competent to foive th}s qucftiop which he 
fo muicji ljnfiRs .upon, I fhaU now, with great fubmilfipn 
t rtufth™ eat of aay reader, endeavour to explain, in as 
ffew word! as pofUble, how the real date of the matter 
ffands. yind.lie will then apply it as he pleafes. .' 

was a very ^ingenious gentleman whom I met 
with agCaixo, M. Antes, a German by birth, and of the Mo¬ 
ravian perfuafion, who, both to open to himfelf more freely 
the opportunities of propagatjng his religious tenets, and to 
gratifyjps own mechanical mm, rather than from a view, 
of gitln, to Which all his fociety are (as he was) perfedtly 
indifferent, 'exerqifed the trade of watch-maker at Cairo, 
This vfiy'worthy and fagacious young man was often my 
Unwearied and ufeful partner in many inquiries and trials, 
» to ^ joiner of executing fome inffruipents in the molt 
<bmp«^0Shif form* for experiments proposed to be made 
in my fravets. ’ By his affiffance, X formed a rod of brals, of 
half an ind^lquare/and of $. thicknefs which did not eafily 
warp, and would not -alter its dimenfions unleC* with a 
violent heat. Upon the three faces of this brafen rod we 
traced, wrn^'#oq 5 glaffes and dividers, the meagre of three 
different peeks, then the only' three Jcnown in Cairo, the 
exadt length of which was* taken from ^he standard model 
furpilhed me by the Cadi. The luff Was theJStambouline, 
orXonftantinople peek, exadUy 2$ inches the fecond, the 
Hfcndaizy, of 24/, inches j, arid the third the peek El Bclledy, 
of 2 i Inches, all Engliih n^eafure. 


It 
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It was natural to fuppofc, that, after knowing, as wc do, 
that no alteration has been made in t he M ikea s lince the 245th 
yearof theftegira, that the peikofdbh&aminople, aft* 
reign meafure, was probably then not linown, nbrintiodu- 
eed into Egypt; nor, till after the conquelfccf Sultan Set 
lim, in the year 15ft, was if Tikel^ 'to he thW'j^ck^with 
which the Mikeas was meafured. 1 It cfid not, as I condeive*, 
exift in the 245th ofthe Hegira* though, eveirift it had, its 
dimenfions may have been widely different from -fh&fe fix¬ 
ed upon by the number of .writers whofc authority We have 
quoted, jbut who do not agree. . It was not likelyto be the 
Hendaizy peek either, for this, too, was a foreign meafure, 
originally from the bland of Meroe, arid well known, to the 
Egyptians in Upper Egypt, but, riot at all to the Saracens 
their prdfent mailers. The peek, El Belledy, the. raealure 
in common uie, and known to all the Egyptians, was the 
proper cubit to be -employed in an operation Which con¬ 
cerned a whole nation, and was, therefore, the meafure 
made ufe of in thedivifion of the Mikeas, for that column, 
as I have faid, is divided equally into peeks, or draas* called 
Draa El Bdka confifting of 22 inches; and each of thefe 
peeks is again divided into a^ digyai.;. / . / 

A very ingenious author, who treatar of the particular 
circumftanccs of thofe times, in his MS. called Han d Mob*- 
derate fays, that the inhabitants of-Seide counted 24 peeks on 
their Nilometer, when -there were 18 peeks markkas the 
rife of the water upon the Mikeas at Rhoda; and this £bews 
perfectly two things : Firft, That they. knew, the whole fe- 
cret of counting there both by the marked and unmarked 
part of the column; for the peek of the Mikeas being 22-: 
inches Englilh, it was, by confequence, four inches larger 

each* 
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each peek than the Samian peek; fo that if, to 20 peeks of 
Seide, you add twenty times four inches, which is 80, the 
diffcrcnce^f the two peeks, when divided by 18, gives four, 
'whichttf&Sed to the 20 pecks on the column, make 24 peeks, 
the number fought. Secondly, That this obfervation in the 
Han el Mohaderat fufficiently confirms what I have faid 
both of the length of the column and length of the peek; 
that the former is to peeks in height, and that the meafure, 
by which this is ascertained, is the peek El Belledy of 22 
inches, as it appears on die brafs rod, four inches longer 
than thetiamian peck, and confequently is not the peek of 
Stambouline, nor any foreign meafnae whatever. 

A traveller thinks hfcfhas attained to a great deal of 
precifion, when, obferving 18 peeks on the higheft divifion 
of the column from its bafe, or bottom of the well, he finds 
it 37 feet; he divides this by 18, and the quotient is 24 
inches; when he fliould divide it by 20, and the anfwer 
would be 22 and a fraction, the true content of the peek 
El Belledy, or peck of the Mikeas. This erroneous divifion 
of his he calls the peek of the Mikeas; and comparing it 
with what authors, left informed than himfelf, have faid, 
he names the Stambouline peek, and then the black peek, 
when it'really is his own peck, the .creature of his own er¬ 
ror or inadvertence; but, as he dbes not know this, it is 
handed down from traveller to traveller, till Unfortunately 
it is adopted by fome man of reputation, and it then be¬ 
comes as in this cafe, a fort of literary' crime to any man, 
from the authority of his own eyes and hands, to difpute it. 
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Mr Pococke makes two very curious and fenfible remarks 
in point of fa£, but of which he does not know the reafon* 

“ The Nile, he fays, in the beginning, turns red, and fome- 
times green; then the Waters are unwholefome. He fuppofes' 
that the fource of the Nile beginning to flow plentifully, 
the waters at firft bring away that green or red filth which 
may be about the lakes at its rife,, or at the rife of thefe 
fmall rivers that flow into it, near its"principal fource; for, 
though there is fo little water in the Nile, when at lowed, 
that there is hardly any current in many parts of it, yet 
it cannot be fuppofed that the water fhould flagnatc in 
the bed of the Nile, fo as to become green. Afterwards 
the water becomes very red and dill more turbid, and then 
it begins to be wholefome 

T«e truereafon of this appearance is from thofe immenfe 
marlhcs fprcad over the country about Narcaand Caffa, where 
there is little level, and where the watdr accumulates,, and is 
llagnant, before it overflows into the river Abiad, which ri- 
fes there. The overflowing of thefe immenfe marfhes carry 
firft that difcoloured water into. Egypt, then follows, in Abyf- 
finia,the overflowing of the great lakeTzana, through which 
the Nile paffes, which, having been ftagnated and without;- 
rain for fix months, under a (torching fun, joins its putrid 
waters with the firft. There are, moreover, very few rivers 
in Abyfiinia that run after November, as they Hand in pro¬ 
digious pools below, in the country of the Shangalla, and 
afford drink for the elephant, and habitation and food for 
the hippopotamus. Thefe pools likewife throw off their 
llagnant water into the Nile on receiving the firft rains-; 
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at laft the tkn , marihcs, and lakes, being refrefhed by 
fhowcrs^(tfae rain becoming conflant) and pafling through 
the kingdom of Sennaar, the foil of which is a red bole; 
This mixture, and the moving fanfds Of the deferts, fall in¬ 
to ithe current, and precipitate alFthe -vifcous and putrid 
fubftances, which cohere and float in the river; and thence 
(at Pococke has well observed) the fign of the Nile being 
Wholefcme, is not when it is clear and green, but when 
mingled with freih water, and after precipitation it be¬ 
comes red and turbid, and flaixu^ the water Of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. 


Thu next remark of'Mr Pococke * is equally true. It 
has been obferved, lays he, that after the rainy feafon is 
over, the Nile fallen, and the whole country, drained from 
inundation, it has begun again to rife; and he gives an 
iitftattee of that in December 1737, When it had a fudden in- 
creafe, which alarmed all Egypt, where the received opinion 
was that it prefaged calamities. This alfo is laid to have 
happened in the time of Cleopatra, when their government 
was fnbverted, their ancient race of kings extinguilhed 
in the perfon of that princefc, and Egypt became a province 
to the Romans.. 


' The reader will notexpeft, in thele enlightened times;, 
that I Ihould ufe arguments to Convince him, that this ri- 
ifcng of the Nile had nothing to do with the extinction of 
the race of the Ptolemies; though popular preachers and 
prophets have always made ufe of thefe fortuitous events 
to confirm the vulgar in their prejudices. 

The 
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The rains, that ceafe in Abyffinia about the 8th of Sep¬ 
tember, leave generally a fickiy feafon in the low country; 
but other rains begin towards the end of Odober, in the 
laft days of the Ethiopic month Tekemt, which continue 
moderately about three weeks, and end the 8th of Novem¬ 
ber, or the 12th of the Ethiopic month Hedar. All ficknefs 
and epidemical difeafes then disappear, and the 8rh of that 
month is the feaft of St Michael, the day the king marches, 
and his army begins their campaign; but the effed of thefe 
fccond rains feldom make any, or a very fhort appearance 
in Egypt, all the canals being open. But thefe are the rains 
upon which depend their latter crops, and for which the 
Agows, at the lource of tire Nile, pray to the river, or to the 
genius refiding in the river. We had plentiful fhowers both 
in going and coming to that province, efpccially in our 
journey out. Whenever thefe rains prove excdllve, as fh 
fome particular years it feems they do, though but very 
rarely, the land-floods, and thofe from the marlhes, falling 
upon the ground, already much hardened and broken into 
chafms, by two months intenfe heat of the lun, run vio¬ 
lently into the Nile without finking into the earth. The 
confequence is this temporary rifing of the Nile in Decem¬ 
ber, which is as unconneded with the good and bad crops 

of Egypt, as it is on thofe of Paleftine or Syria. 

' * 

The quantity of rain that falls in Ethiopia varies great¬ 
ly from year to year, as do the months in which it falls. 
The quantity that fell, during 1770, in Gondar, between the 
vernal equinox and the 8th of September, through a funnel 
of one foot Englilh in diameter, was 35.555 inches; and, in 

4U2 1771, 
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* 

1771, the qumutyfhat fell in the fame circumference was 
41.355 inches in the fame fpsace *. 

>► > '' ' * k (■*’£*' r- ' *" * * ' T 

In i 770, Auguft was the rainy month; in *771 July. Both 
thefe years the people paid the meery,ad the Wafaa Vllab 
was in Auguft Whep, July is the rainy month, the rains 
generally ceafe for fome days in the beginning of Auguft, 
and then a prodigious deal falls in the latter end of that 
month.and the firft week of September. In other years, July 
and Auguft are the violent rainy months, wliilft June is 
fair. And laftly, in others. May, Jtlne, July, Auguft and the 
firft week of September. Now we fhall fuppofe (Which is 
the moft common cafe pf ail) that every month from June 
doubles its rain.. The Wpfra UUah gen#ally takes place a- 
bout the 9th of Auguft, the tribute being then due, and 
a|l attention to the Mikeas is abandoned at 14 real peeks, 
the CaUfli is then cut, and the water let down to the Delta. 


Now , thefe 14 peeks are not a proof how much water 
there is to overflow the land; for fuppofing nine days for 
its pa%ge from. Ethiopia, then the 9th of Auguft receives 
at Cairo no later rains than thofe, that have fallen the ift 
of Auguft in Ethiopia, and from that date till the 17th of 
September, the Nile increases one third of its.,, whole inunda¬ 
tion, which is never luffered to appear on the Mikeas, but 
is. turned down to the lakes in the Deba, as I ftjppefe it al¬ 
ways has been ; fo that the quantity*pf water which falls 
in Ethiopia hath never yet fcx^n a&ertam^and never can 
be by the Mikeas, not' cap it ever be known what quantity 

„-«v • ■ of 


fee Table, or Regifter ot Rain, that fell in thefe year*, infer ted at the end of tills volume, 
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of-water comes in to Egypt, or what quantity of ground it is 
Sufficient to overflow, unlefs the dykes were to be kept cloffi 
till the Nile attained its extreme height, which would be about 
the 25th of September; long before which it would be over- 
the banks and mounds, if they held in till then, or have 
fwept Cairo and all die Delta into the Mediterranean, and if 
it Ihould not do that* it would retire fo late from the fields 
as to leave the ground in no condition to be fown that year. 

* - * . <f • 

I do not comprehend , what idea other travellers have 
formed of the beginning of the inundarion of the Nile, as 
they feem to admit that the. banks are not overflowed; and 
this is certainly the cafe; becaufe the cities and villages are 
built there as fectfcly as on the higheft part of l gypt, and 
even when the Nile has rifen to itsgreateft height they ft ill 
arc obliged to water thofe fpots with machines. In another 
part of the work it is explained how the califhes carry the 
water upon the lands, approaching always to the banks as 
the river rites in proportion, and thefe calilhes being deri¬ 
ved from the Nile at right angles with the ftream, and carry¬ 
ing the water by the inclination# of. the ground, ill a di¬ 
rection different from the courfe of the river, the warer is 
perfectly ftagnated at the foot of the hills,, till accumulated 
as the ftream rife's, it moves in a contrary dire&ion back¬ 
wards .again, and approaches its banks. But when the in¬ 
undation is £0 great that the back-water comes in contadl 
with tho current of Jthe Nile, by known laws it mult par¬ 
take the fame motion wkh it, and fo all Egypt become one 

D&~ 


torrent... 
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Dr Shaw, indeed fays, that there feems to he a defeent 
from the banks to the foot of the mountains, but this he 
confidertas an optic fallacy; I wi(h be had told us upon 
what principle of optics; but if it was really fo, how comes 
it that the banks are every year dry, when the foot of the 
mountains is at fame time -hfidef inundation; or, in other 
words, what is the reafon of that undifputed fad, that the 
fqot of the mountains i» laid under water in the begin¬ 
ning of the rivers riling, while the ground which they cul¬ 
tivate by labour hear the hanks; cannot Supply itfelf from 
the river by machines, till near t&e height of the inunda¬ 
tion;? thefe Fids hill not be contravened by any traveller* 
who has ever been in Upper Egypt; but# this had been ad¬ 
mitted as truth inftead of an optic raiacy, this queftion 
would have immediately followed. If the land of Egypt 
at the foot of the mountains, is the loweft, the firft over- 

■ “i 

Rowed, and the longed covered with water, and often the 
only part overflowed at all, whence can it arife that it is 
not upon a level with the banks of the river if it is true 
that the land of Egypt feteivds additional height every 
year the mud from Abyffinia depofited by the ftream ? 
and this queftion would not have been fo eafily anfwer- 
ed. ' 

The Nile for thefe thirty years hits but onoe fo failed as 
to occafion dearth, but never in that period fo as to produce 
famine in Egypt. The redundance of the water fweeping 
every thing before it, has. rhric&*;been the caufe, not of 
dearth, but of famine and emigration; but carekflhefs, I 
4 - s believe. 


* Shaw's Truck, fed. 4. p. 401. 
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believe, hath been, the occafion of both, and very ofren the 
malice of the Arabs; for there are in Egypt, from Siout down¬ 
wards, great remains of ancient works, vaft lakes, c&nals, and 
large conduits for water, deflined by the ancients to keep this 
river under controul, ferving as refervoirs to fupply a fcanty 
year, and as drains»Qr outlets, q^prevent the over abundance 
of water in wet years, by fpreading it in the thirfly fands of 
Libya to the great advantage of the Arabs, rather than letting 
it run towafle in the Mediterranean. The mouths of thefe im- 
menfe drains being out of repair, in a fcanty year, contribute 
by their evacuation to mkke it ftill fcantier by not retaining 
water, and if after a dearth they are w^Lfecured, or raifed 
too high, and a wet feafon follows,, tn^ then occafion a 
deftrutiveinundaiion. 

I hope I have now fatisfied the reader, that Egypt was 
never an arm of the fea, or formed by fediments Wrought 
down in the Nile, but that it was cheated with other parrs 
of the globe at the fame time, and for the fame purpofes; 
and we are warranted to fay this, till we receive from the 
hand of Providence a work of fpeh imperfetion, that its 
definition can be calculated from the very means by which 
it was firft formed, and which were the apparent fources of 
its beauty and pre-eminence. Egypt, like other countries, 
will periih by t hejiat of Him that made it, but when, or in 
what manner, lies hid where it ought to be, inacccllible to 
the ufelefs,vain inquiries, and idle fpcculations of man.. 
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CHAP. XVIO. 

Inquiry about the PoJJibility of changing the Courffof the NiU—Caufe of 

the Nufia. 

I T has been thought a problem that merited to be conftder- 
ed, Whether it was -poflible to turn the current of the Nile 
into the Red Sea, and thereby to famiih Egypt ? I think the 
queft ion Should more properly be, Whether the water of the 
Nile, running into Egypt, could be fo diminifhed, or divert¬ 
ed, that it lhould never be fufficient to prepare that country 
for annual cultivation ? Now to this it is anfwered, That 
there feenas to be no doubt but that it ifc poflible, be caufe 
theNile, and all the rivers that run into it, and all the rains 
that fwell thofe rivers, fall in a country fully two miles a- 
bove the level of theiea; therefore, it cannot be denied, that 
there is level enough to divert many of the liters into the 
Red Sea, the Indian, and Atlantic Oceans, or, perhaps, ftill 
eafier, by turning the courfe of the river Abiad till it meets 
the level of the Niger, or pafs through the defert into the 
Mediterranean. 

3 


Lalibala, 
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Lalibala, as we have already ften, attempted the for¬ 
mer method with great appearance of fuccefs; and this 
prince, to whom the Accidental circumftapces of the time 
had given extraordinary powers, and who was otherwife a 
man of great capacity and refolution, might, if hefiadperfe- 
vered, completed his pfcrpofe, thtf ’tiling being poffible, that 
is, no law of nature againft it, and all difficulties are only 
relative to the powers veiled in tlsafe who are engaged in 
the undertaking. Alexander the Great would have fuc- 
cceded—his father Philip would have mifearried—Lewis 
the XIV. would perhaps have accomplifhed it, as eafily as 
he united the two leas by the canal of Languedoc, and with 
the fame engineers; but he is the only European prince 
of whom this could have been expe&ed with any degree 
of probability. 


Alphonso Albcque ft qhe, viceroy of India, is faid to hate 
wrote frequently to the king of Portugal, Don Emanuel, 
to fend him feme pioneers from Madeira, people acCuflom- 
ed to level ground, and prepare it for fugar-canes, with 
whofe affiftance he was to execute that enterprife of turn¬ 
ing the Nile into the Red Sea, and femifhing Egypt. His 
fon mentions this very improbable flory in his * father’s 
commentaries; and he fays further, that he imaginesitmight 
have been done, becaufe it was a,known fact that the Arabs 
in Upper Egypt, wjien in rebellion againft the Sold an, ufed 
to interrupt the couarfe of tlie canal between Cofleir on the 
Red Sea, and Kennain Egypt. 

Vol. III. 4 X Teiaez 
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TnriPldea* hMta&lS, had foig' tf’the foyal fa-* 

mitf tttedifa this foutii pmdf few*, in the 

neigMkmtfwtti} and'tamties Ito the'lfefp {pat fftsere 
attempt was made* < fehea<thfe J jennrt, hotter, mnwred 
ftotthtfard, xoA tWpi hlfe$ no: ‘&$eg, 

(a mountain inAaodtilfc) ^nrtre imjii^foi&LjU 
in Wechrff, in Beleihi' hear Gonttir, thSb^tra^&diohs of 
remote times and ptkifcfes we oftek 

mifreprefettted ;*haag*l» fo f^flti*n*rf*hc bc^nttta£#this 
century, we l * (kina <Td£yfebk) 

cxpoftulating by a lcttef wtfh the fcafta bf Cairt> v tik)ii r the 
murderoF the Frdnchi5B<fby^'.^1totde, itaid^awfe^thk 
Turkilh regency, that, if %ey perfiftedtri ftidi 
he would make the Nileahe* irdinimeht of his vengeance, 
the keys of Which jyereid his hand, to gift tfctetfc funffe t dr 
plenty, as they fhottld deftrve <tf him. In mythae,**# 9f#r 
fible man in Abyfiinia betkfedf that fiich a ttrittyg 'was po*- 
fiblc, and few that it had evtr been attempted,’ * 


fwer. What could be'the motive of fhch'fb ? 

Would the EgyptiaWWfer ftich an cp/mt^m 

on in 'their own country for the fake hfttarvlag^ 

and if the ofomtfy hadbeen t*kd*-fo6m them by*h endj^y^ 

Hill it could apt he the ,interelk#i&at CQflgti$r oijfoa let the 

inhabitants*tfpjpr tefe^Tiis Ihbjfc&t, perish, *ad touch left 


dertaking.' • 

l X » ' Mod 


— - WH tjS *, 




* See thu letter in tbeJifrof that prince. 
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near; athand exerts its natural influence' ua)n the water, 
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i« •tag M Withthat it 
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My quadtaht#ig placet h0tijfc4 SLt irr< pftgiWp'iNl)tffWf a ■ 
gentleman’s ; I 

liad gone *• 

I found the brafc M»# j&fe* quadrant .1 ebWed with 
fmall drops olF de*/:i#lii&i wesetuntedtoia pet^igf^ep, 
or copperas colour^ andthk gr^fea&lfce^ 
in an hour*s^ti5ac,,'t&tt fee nfiarfeiRteniaineduOnj^he l|mb 
of the quadrant for J&nia«Tk* ; irnd the tant?ie<M^4# by 
the carrofinn.wt^iplam^ 
fcope. . ‘ 

•r 

It is in Eebruary, d r April only* that the plague ■ 

ther think it coitrifr , 

or patlTengcrs, antH* thistkacofctfeeyebr dWU$bi?r*te ha¬ 
ving Attained U iStg##* «fcFPt?adfc|^^ by 

t^ lon^abfencn^dew^ the h*£*flion • 

'c©htir»i^^ w0i^^gt pe#pifrii juft fpofc^ it vis ■ 
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Saint John’s da/; Jewry perfon, though £hut up, from fodctjr 
for n^on^s^fo^'^ys, feJLsj; and communicate*. with hit, 
neighhoi^ l^hout any fort of apjuetyenflon; and irwas ne¬ 
ver hi is I«could,!eam'ti-pOo : faif' i "inquiry, that* 

one foil fick of the plague after this anniversary: it wili 
be observed X don’t faysfia< ? - there ace, i know, examples of 
that, though 1 believe &k few; the plague is not always a 
dife^fe that fuddeiily terminate^ it often takes a confldcr- 
ablUttne to eometo a headyappearing only by fymptoms; 
fo th^ people taken il^ under the, mod putrid influence of 
the air* linger on, fld%glmg with the difeafe which has 
already got fuck hold that they cannot recovers hut what 
I fay, and mean is, that no perfon is tafcieq iil of ti^e plague 
fo as tadie after the dew Has fallen in June; and no lynip- 
toms of die plague are ever commonly fepn in Egypt but 
kv thofe fpiring moothsaircady mentioned, the greater part 
of which are totally deflixute oftnoiflure. 

c f THiSf* inftance t am going to give, which is univer- 

fatiy kncNyh; and. cannot be denied, brings this fo home that 
nO ddulJt Ckiir remain of the origin of this dew, and its 

Thi Turks and Moort are known to be predeftinarians; 
they believe the hopr of man's death is fa immutably dated 
thif nothing can father advance or defer it an mflant. Se¬ 
cure in this principle, they e^oie in t|^ dUuk»^pbtce» im¬ 
mediately after Saint John^s da^jthe clothes of the many 
Aeufands that have died dij^ag;the ia^^tiauance of 
the plague, all whichimbibethe moift airof the evening 
andthe morning, are handled* bought, put on* and .worn * 
witEout gay zpj^sktf&on df finger, ,gnd though thefe 
i confiil 
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confift of furs, cotton, filk, and woollen cloths, which are 
fluffs the raoft retentive of the infe&ion, no accident hap- 
^pens tothofc who wear them from tjui their happy con¬ 
fidence. 

'■■■■■•? ' ’ ■ 

I shall here fum up alt that I have to fay relating to the 
river Nile, with a tradition handed down to us by Herodo¬ 
tus, the father of ancient hiftory, upon which moderns lefs. 
inftrufled have grafted a number of errors. Herodotps * 
fays, that he was informed by the fecrctary of Minerva's 
trea fury, that one half of the Water of the Nile"flowed due 
north into Egypt, while tlie other half took an oppolite 
courfe, and flowed dire&ly fouth into Ethiopia. , 


The fecretary was probably of that country himfelf, and 
feems by his obfervation to have known more of it thanajl 
the ancients togethef. In fail, we have' fecn that, between 
*3° and 14 0 N. latitude, the Nile, with all its tributary’ ftreams, 
which have their rife and courfe within the tropical r^ins* 
falls down into the flat country’, (the kingdom of Sennaar)^ 
which is more titan a mile lower than tfte high country in 
Abyflinia, and thence* with jflittle inclination, ft rims into 
Egypt. 


, , .r . > m< *% 

Again, in la*, cf in the kingdom of Gingero, the Zebed 
runs fouth, or fouth-eaft, into the inner Ethiopia, as do alia 
many other rivers, and, as I have heard-from the natives of\, 
that coumry,-einpty themfelves into a lake, as thole on the \ 
north of the Line do into the lake Tzana^ thence diflribute 

their 

• > • 
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their waters to the cad and to the 'weft. Thefe become thfc 
heads of great fivers that run through the interior coun¬ 
tries of ^Ethiopia (correfponding to the fea-coafi of Melinda 
and Mombaza) into the Indian Ocean, whilft, on the weft- 
ward, they are the origin of the vaft ftreams that fall into 
the Atlantic, palling through Benin and Congo, fouthward 
of the river Gambea, and the Sierraieona. 

In fhort, the periodical rains from the tropic of Capricorn 
to the Line, being in equal quantity with thofe that fall 
between the Line and the tropic of Cancer, it is plain, that 
if the land of Ethiopia Hoped equally from the Line fouth¬ 
ward and northward, half of the rains that fall on each fide 
would go north, and half fouth, but as the ground from 5* 
N. declines all fouthward, it follows thar the river which 
runs to the fouthward muft be equal to thofe that run to the 
northward, plus the rain that falls in the 5 0 north latitude, 
where the ground begins to Hope to the fouthward, and 
there Can be little doubt this is at leaf! one of the reafons 
why there are in the fouthem continent fo many rivers 
larger than the Nile that run both into the Indian and At¬ 
lantic Oceans. 

From this very true and fenfiblc relation handed to us by 
Herodotus, from the authority of the fccretary of Minerva, 
the Nubian geographer has framed a fiction of his own, 
which is, that the river Niledividcsitfelf into two branches, one 
of which runs into Egypt northward, and one through the 
country of the negroes weftward, into the Atlantic Ocean. 
And thi* opinion has been greedily adopted by M. Ludolf *, 

who 


# Vid. Ludolf in Proemio Hiftor. ytt'.-iop. i. 8. Id. lib. i. cap. riii. p. 178. JLeo Africanis 
in deferip. Africa, lib. i. cap. vii. 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 


721 

who cites the authority of Leo Africanus, and that of his 
monk Gregory, both of them, in thefe refpects, fully as much 
-miftaken as the Nubian geographer himfelf. M.Ludolf, after 
quoting a paflage of Pliny, tells us that he had conl'ulted 
the famous Bochart upon that fubject, whether the Nile and 
the Niger (the river that runs through Nigriria into the 
Weflcrn Ocean) were one and the fame river ? The famous 
Bochart anfwers him peremptorily in the true fpirit of a 
fchoolman,—That there is nothing more certain than that 
tile Niger is a part of the river Nile. With great fubmilfion, 
however, l mull venture to lay there is not the leaft founda¬ 
tion for this alien ion. 

"Pi,iny b'cms the flrft who gave rife to it, but he fpeaks 
modellly upon the fubjec c t, giving his reafons as he goes 
along. “ Nigri fluvio eadem natura, qu& Nilo, calamum 
w & papvrum, & eafdem gignit animantes, iifdemquc 
“ remporibus augefeit. That it has the fame foil from 
which the Nile takes its colour, the water is the fame in 
_,taflc, produces the lame reeds, and clpecially the papyrus ; 
has the fame animals in it, luch as the crocodile and hip¬ 
popotamus, and overflows at the fame feafon ; this is faying 
nothing but what may oc applied with equal truth to every 
other river between the northern tropic and the Line ; hut 
the other two authors, the Nubian and the monk, aflert each 
of them a dired faifehood. TI16 Nubian liiys, that if the 
Nile carried all the rains that fall in Abyflinia down into 
Egypt, the people would not be fafe in their houles. To 
this I anfwer by a matter of fad, the map of the whole 
Vol. 111 . 4 Y courfe 
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eourfe of the Nile is before the reader; and it is plain from 
thence, that the whole rain in Abyflinia muft now go, 
and ever has gone down into Egypt, and yet the people ar£ 
very fafe in their houfes, and very feldom is the whole 
land of Egypt compleatly overflowed : and it is by no 
means lefs certain from the fame infpe&ion, that, unlefs 
a river as large as the Nile, conftantly full, having its rife 
in countries fubjeft to perpetual rains, and pouring its 
ftream, which never decreafes, into that river, as the 
Abiad does at Halfaia, all the waters in Abyflinia col- 
le<fled in the Nile would not be fufficient to pafs its 
fcanty‘ftream through the burning deferts of Nubia and 
the Barabra, fo as it fliould be of any utility when arrived 
in Egypt. 

The next falfehood in point of fa& is that of the monk 
Gregory, who fays that this left branch of the Nile parts 
from it, after having pafled the kingdom of Dongola into 
Nubia, after which it runs through Elvah, and fo down the 
defert into the Mediterranean, between the Cyrenaicum and 
Alexandria, Now, firft, we know, from the authority of 
all antiquity, that there is not a defen more deftitute of 
rivers than that of the Thebaid. This want of water 
(not the diftance) made the voyage to the temple of Ju¬ 
piter Ammon an enterprife next to defperate, and fo wor¬ 
thy of Alexander, who never, however, met a river in 
his way; had there been there fuch a ftream, there could 
fee no doubt that the banks of it would have been fully 
as well inhabited as thofe of the Nile, and the T hebaid 
confequently no defert. Beftdes the caravans, which for 

ages 
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ages paflcd between Egypt and Sennaar, muft: have feen 
this river, and drunk of it; fo muft the travellers, in the 
beginning of this century, Poncet and M. du Roule. They 
were both at Elvah; and, palling through the dreary deferts 
of Selixna, they muft have gone along its fide, and crofted 
it, where it parted from the Nile in their journey to Sen¬ 
naar. Whereas we know they never faw running water 
from the time they left the Nile at Siout in Egypt, till they 
fell in again with it at Mofcho, during which period they 
had nothing but well water, which they carried in Ikins 
with them. 

The diftriifl of Elvah is the Oafis Magna and Oafis Parva 
of the ancients; large plentiful fprings breaking out in the 
middle of the burning fands, and running conftantlv with¬ 
out diminution, have invited inhabitants to flock around 
chem. Thefe conducting oft' the water that fpills over the 
fountain by trenches, the neighbouring lands have quickly 
produced a plentiful vegetation : gardens and verdure are 
ipread on every fide, large groves of palm tree have been 
planted, and the overflowings of every fountain have pro¬ 
duced a little paradife, like fo many beautiful and fruitful 
illands amidft an immenfe ocean. 

The coaft of the Mediterranean, from the Cyrenaicum 
or Ptolemaid (that is, the coaft from Bcngazi, or Dcrna, to 
Alexandria) is well known by thefliipping of every nation ; 
but what pilot or paflenger ever faw this magnificent wa¬ 
tering-place in that defect coaft, where this branch of the 
Nile comes down into the Mediterranean ? Betides the au¬ 
thor of this fable betrays his ignorance in the very begin- 

4 Y 2 ning. 
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ning, where he derives this left branch of the Nile from the 
principal river, and fays, that, after palling the kingdom 
of Dongola, it enters Nubia. Now, when it entered^Don-f 
gola it mull have already pafled Nubia, for Dongola is the 
capital of the Barabra, every inch of which is to the north¬ 
ward of Nubia. I do not know worfe guides in the geo¬ 
graphy of Africa than Leo Africanus and the Nubian geo¬ 
grapher. 1 believe them both impoflors, and the commen¬ 
tators upon them have greatly increafed by their own con¬ 
jectures, the confulton and errors which the text has every¬ 
where occalioned. 

As far as I have been ever able to learn, by a very diligenc 
and cautious inquiry,from the in habitants of the neighbour¬ 
ing countries, 1 believe the origin of the Niger is in lat. ia u 
north, and in long. 30° from the meridian cf Greenwich 
nearly; that it is compofed of various rivers falling down 
the fulcs of very high mountains, called 1 yre and legla; 
and runs ftraight well into the heart of Africa. 1 conclude 
alfo, that this river (though it has abundant fupply from eve¬ 
ry mountain) is very much diminllhed by evaporation,run¬ 
ning in a long courfe upon the very limits of the tropical 
rains, when entire, under the name of .Senega; or, perhaps, 
when divided under thole of Senega and Gambia, it loles 
itfelf in the Atlantic Ocean. 1 conceive alfo, that, as Pliny 
fays, it has the fame tafle and natural productions with the 
Nile, becaufe it runs in the fame climate, and like that liver 
owes, it nor its exigence, jet certainly its inereale and Jul- 
nefs to the fame caufe, the tropical rains in the noi them 
hemifphere tailing fiom high mountains. 


I HOPE 
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I hope I have now fully exhauflcd ever)- fubjeft worthy 
Of inquiry as to the place where the fountains of the Nile 
arc fituated, alfo as to its courfe and various names, the 
different countries through which it flows, the true caufc, 
and every thing curious attending its inundations; and that 
as, in old times, Caput N;li Quarere, to fcch tbcfourcc of the Nile, 
was a proverb in ui'e to fignify the impoffibility of an at¬ 
tempt, it may hereafter be applied, with as much reafon,to 
denote the inutility of any fuch undertakings. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Kind reception among the Agovas~—Their Number , Vrade , CharaEte>\ 

fcfr. 


A FTER having given my reader fo long, though I 
hope, no unentertaining ledture, it is time to g«> ba 
to Woldo, whom we had left fettling our reception whh 
the chief of the village of Geefh. We found the meafures 
taken by this man fuch as convinced us at once of his capa¬ 
city and attachment. The miferable Agows, aflembled .1 
around him, were too much interest'd in the appearance we 
made, not to be exceedingly inquifitive how 1< ng our fiay 
was to be among them. They law, by the horfe driven b > 
fore us, we belonged to Fafil, and fufpedted, for the kur.e 
reafon, that they were to maintain us, or, in other wop 
that we fhould live at diferetion upon them as long as we 
chofe to tarry the*c; but Woldo, with great adchefs, had 
difpellcd thefc fears almoft as loon as they wcie formed. 

a He 
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He informed them of the king’s grant to me of the village of 
Geefh; that Fafil’s tyranny and avarice would end that day, 
and another matter, like Negade Ras Georgis, was come to 
pafs a chearful time among them, with a refolution to pay 
for every labour they were ordered to perform, and purchafc 
all things for ready money: he added, moreover, that no 
military fervice was further to be exadted from them, cither 
by the king or governor of Damot, nor from their prefent 
matter, as he had no enemies. We found thefe news had 
circulated with great rapidity, and we met with a hearty 
welcome upon our arrival at the village. 

Woldo had alked a houfe from the Shum, who very ci¬ 
villy had granted me his own; it was juft large enough to 
ferve me, but we were obliged to take pottfeflion of four or 
five others, and we were fcarccly fettled in thefe when a 
fervant arrived from Fafil to intimate to the bhum his fur- 
rendry of the property and fovereignry of Geefh to me, in 
confequencc of a grant from the king: he brought with 
him a fine, large, milk-white cow, two lheep, and two 
goats; the flieep and goats I underftood were from Wel- 
leta Yafous. Fafil alfc fent us fix jars of hydromel, fifty 
wheat loaves of very excellent bread, and to this Welleta 
Yafous had added two middle-fized horns of excellent ftrong 
fpirits. Our hearts were now perfectly at eafe, and we patted 
a very merry evening. Stratcs, above all, endeavoured, with 
many a bumper of the good hydromel of Bure, to fubdue 
the devil which he had fwallowed in the inchantcd water. 
Woldo, who had done his part to great perfection, and had 
reconciled the minds of all the people of the village to us, 
had a little apprehenfion for himfelf; he thought he had 
iott credit with me, and therefore employed the fervant of 

Ay.to 
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Ay to Aylo to dcfire me not to fpeak of the fafh to FafIPs fer- 
vant. I allured him, that, as long as l faw him acting pro¬ 
perly, as he now did, it was much more probable I Ihould 
give him another falh on our return, than complain of the 
means he had ufed to get this laft. This entirely removed 
all his fears, and indeed as long after as he was with us, 
he every day deferved more and more our commendations. 

Before we went to bed I fatisfied FaftPs fervant, who had 
orders from Welleta Yafous to return immediately; and, as 
he faw we did not fpare the liquor that he brought us, he 
promt fed to fend a frefh fupply as foon as he reriu ned home, 
which he did not fail to perform the day after. 

Woldo was now perfectly happy ; he had no fupcvinr or 
fpy over his actions; he had explained liiinfelf to the .-.hum, 
that we thou Id want fane body to buy necelTaries to mare 
bread for us, and to take care of the management or our 
houfe. We difplayed our teller articles foi baiter to the 
Shum, and told him the mod confiderahlepurchafo, fueh as 
oxen and fheep, were to be paid in gold. He was diuck 
with the appearance of our wealth, and the generofity of 
our propofals, and told Woldo that he inlidcd, fince we were 
in his houfes, we would take his daughters for our 
houfe keepers. The propofal was a molt rcal'onable one, 
and readily accepted. He accordingly fent for time 
in an inftant, and we delivered them their charge. The 
eldelt took it upon her readily, Ihe was about fixtecn years 
of age, of a ftature ab' vc the middle fizc, but Ihe was re¬ 
markably genteel, and, colour apart, her features would 
have made her a beauty in any country in Europe; Ihe was, 
belides, very fprightly; wc underltood not one word of her 

i language, 
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language, though fhc comprehended very cafily the figns 
that we made. This nymph of the Nile was called by nick¬ 
name Ircponc, which fignifics fomc animal that dellroys 
mice, but whether of the ferret or fnake kind I could not 
pcrfeblly underlland ; fometimes it was one and fometimes 
another, but which it was I thought of no great import¬ 
ance. 


The firR and fecond day, after difpofing of fomc of our 
flock in purcaaies, die thought hcrfelf obliged to render 
us an accou it, and give back the rediduc at night to 
Woldo, with a pro-.efiaiion that flic had not Rolen or kept 
any tiling to herielf. I looked upon this regular account¬ 
ing as an ungenerous treatment of our benefaehefs. I cal¬ 
led on Woldo, and made him produce a parcel that contain¬ 
ed the fame with the tint c mm. alkies we had g veil her; 
chis confided of beads, aminionv, fmall feiilars, knives, and 
large needles; 1 then brought out a pacquet of the fame 
tint had not been broken, and told her they were intended 
to be diRributctl among her friends, and that wc expected 
no account f-om her; on the contrary, that, after Hie h.ul 
bellowed rhefe, to buy nr neceflaries, and for any purpofes 
fhe pleafed, I had Util as many more to leave her at parting, 
for the trouble ibe had given hcrfelf. 1 often thought the 
head of the little lavage would have turned with the pof- 
feRion of lb ninth i idles, and fo great confidence, and it was 
impoRible to he fo blinded, as not to fee that 1 had already 
made great progrefs in her aflbctions. To the number of 
trifles I had atMedonc ounce of gold, value about fifty fliil- 
iings Rerling, which I thought would defray our expences 
all the time wc Raid ; and having now perfectly arranged 
Vol. IIL 4 Z the 
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the oeconomy of our family, nothing remained but to make 
the proper observations. 

The houfes are all of clay and flraw. There was no 
place for fixing my clock; I was therefore obliged to em¬ 
ploy a very excellent watch mack for me by Elicott. The 
dawn now began, and a few minutes afterwards every 
body was at their doors ; all of them crowded to fee us, and 
we breakfafted in public with very great chearfulnefs. The 
white cow was killed, and eveiy one invited to his fliare 
of her. The Shum, prieft of the river, fhould likewife have 
been of the party, but he declined cither fitting or eating 
with us, though his fons were not fo Scrupulous. 

It is upon the principal fountain and altar, already 
mentioned, that once a-year, on the firft appearance of the 
dog-ftar, (or, as others fay, eleven days after) this prieft af- 
fembles the heads of the clans; and having facrificcd a 
black heifer that never bore a calf, they plunge the head 
of it into this fountain, they then wiap it up in its own 
hide, fo as no more to be feen, after having fprinklcd the 
hide within and without with water from the fountain. 
The carcafe is then Split in half, and cleaned with extraor¬ 
dinary care ; and, thus prepared, it is laid upon the hillock 
Over the firft fountain, and walhed all over with its water, 
while the elders, or considerable people, carry water in their 
hands joined (it muft not be in any diih) from the two ei¬ 
ther fountains; they then allcmblc upon the Small hill a 
little weft of St Michael, (it uled to be the place where the 
church now flanks) there they divide the curcafc into pieces 
corresponding to the number of the tribes, arm < 4 h tribe 
has its privilege, ci pretenfions, to paiticuiai pm.-,, which 

re 
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are not in proportion to the prefent confequrnce of the fe- 
veral clans. Geefh has a principal flice, though the moil 
inconfiderable territory of the whole ; Sacala has the next; 
and Zcegam, the moft confiderable of them all in power and 
riches, has the leaft of the whole. I found it in vain to afk 
upon what rules this diftribution was founded; their gene¬ 
ral and conilant anfwer was, It was fo obferved in cld 
times. 

After having ate this carcafc raw, according to their 
cuftom, and drunk the Nile water to the cxclufion of any 
other liquor, they pile up the bones on the place -where 
they fit, and burn them to afhes. This ufed to be perform¬ 
ed where the church now Hands; but Ras Sola Chriftos, 
fome time after, having beaten the Agows, and defirous, at 
the Jefuits inftigation, to convert them to Cliriftianiry, he 
demolished their altar where the bones were burnt, and 
built a church upon the ilte, the doors of which, I believe, 
were never opened fincc that reign, nor is there now, as far 
as we could perceive, any Chriihan there who might wifb 
to fee it frequented. After Sela Chriftos had demolilbed 
their altar by building this church, they ate the carcafc, 
and burnt the bones, on the top of the mountain of Geefb 
O". of die way of profanation, where the veftiges of this 
•ceremony may )et b<* feen ; but probably the fatigue at¬ 
tending this, and the great indilferencc their late gover¬ 
nors have had for Chriilianity, have brought them back to a 
•fma.ll hillock by the fide of the marfli, weft of faint Michael’s 
church, and a little to the louthward, where they perform 
th ; folcmnity every year, and they will probably refume 
th. r firft ali.tr when the church is fallen to ruins, which 
ihey are every day privately haftening. 

4X2 
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After they have fmilhed their bloody banquet, they 
carry the head, clofe wrapt from fight in the hide, into the 
cavern, which they fav reaches below the fountains, and 
there, by a common light, without torches, or a number of 
candles, as denoting a folemnity, they perform their wor- 
fhip, the particulars of which 1 never could learn; it is apiece 
of free-mafonry, which every body knows, and no body 
ventures to reveal. At a certain time of the night they leave 
the cave, but at what time, or by what rule, I could not 
learn; neither would they tell me what became of the 
head, whether it was ate, or buried, or how conlumed. 1 he 
Abyttinians have a Rory, probably created by themfelves, 
that the devil appears to them, and with him they eat the 
head, fwearing obedience to him upon certain conditions, 
that of fending rain, and a good feafon for their bees and 
cattle: however this may be, it is certain that they pray to 
the fpirit refiding in the river, whom they call the Everfatt¬ 
ing God, Light of the World, Eye of the World, God of 
Peace, their Saviour, and father of the Univerfe. 

Our landlord, the Shum, made no fcruple of reciting his 
prayers for feafonable rain, for plenty of grafs, for the pre- 
fervation of ferpents, at leaft of one kind of this reptile ; 
hcalfo deprecated-thunder in thefe prayers, which he pro¬ 
nounced very pathetically with a kind of tone or fong ; he 
called the river M Mott High God, Saviour of the World 
of the other words I could not well judge, but by the in¬ 
terpretation of Woldo. Thofe titles, however, of divinity 
which he gave the river, I could perfectly comprehend 
without an interpreter, and for thefe only I am a voucher. 


I ASKED 



THE SOURCE OF THE NILE. 733 

T askfd the prieft, into whofe good graces I had purpofe- 
Iy infinuared myfclf, if cvei any fpirit had Ivcn iVcn by him? 
He anfwercd, without hcfitation, Yes ; very frequently. He 
faid he had feen the fpirit the evening of the 3d, (juft as the 
fun was letting) under a tree, which he Ihewed me at a dif- 
tance, who told him of the death of a fon, and alfo that a 
party from Falil’s army was coming; that, being afraid, he 
confulted his ferpent, who ate readily and heartily, from 
which he knew no harm was to befal him from us. I 
alked him if he could prevail on the fpirit to appear to 
me? He faid he could not venture to make this requeft. 
If he thought he would appear to me, if, in the evening, I fat 
under that tree alone ? he faid he believed nor. He faid he 
was of a very graceful figure and appearance; he thought ra¬ 
ther older than middle age ; but he fcldom cliofe to look 
at his face; he had a long white beard, his cloaths not 
like theirs, of leather, but like ftlk, of the falliion of the 
country. I alked him how he was certain it was not a man ? 
he laughed, or rather fneered, Ihaking his head, and fay¬ 
ing, No, no, it is no man, but a fpirit. I alked him then 
what fpirit he thought it was ? he faid it was of the ri¬ 
ver , it was God, the Father of mankind ; but I never could 
bring him to be more explicit. 1 then defired to know 
why he prayed againft thunder. He faid, becaufe it was 
hurtful to the bees, their great revenue being honey and 
wax : then, why he prayed for ferpents ? he replied, Becaufc 
they taught him the coming of good or evil. It feems they 
have all l'cveral of thefe creatures in their neighbourhood, 
and the richer fort always in their houfes, whom they take 
care of, and feed before they undertake a journey, or any 
affair of confequencc. They take this animal from his 
hole, and put butter and milk before him, of which he is 
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extravagantly fond; if he does not eat, ill-fortune is near at 
hand. 


Nanna Georgis, chief of the Agows of Banja, a ruan of 
the greatefl confideration at Gondar, both with the ki.ig and 
Has Michael, and my particular fiiend, as I had kept him in 
my houfe, and attended him in his iicknefs, after the cam¬ 
paign of 1769, confefTed to me his apprehenfions that he 
ihould die, becaufe the ferpent did not cat upon his leaving 
his houfe to come to Gondar. He was, indeed, very ill of 
the low country fever, and very much alarmed; but he re¬ 
covered, and returned home, by Ras Michael’s order, to ga¬ 
ther the Agows together againft Waragna Fafil; which he 
did, and foon after, he and other feven chiefs of the Agows 
were {lain at the battle of Banja; fo here the ferpent’s warn¬ 
ing was verified by a fecond trial, though it failed in the 
4hlb 

Before an invafion of the Galla, or an inroad of the ene¬ 
my, they fay thefc ferpents difappear, and are nowhere ro 
be found. Fafil, the fagacious and cunning governor . ,f 
the country, was, as it was faid, greatly addicted to this 
fpccies of divination, in fo much as never to mount his 
•horfe, or go from home, if an animal of this kind, which he 
‘had in his keeping, refufed to eat. 

The Shum’s name was Kefla Abay, or Servant of the ri¬ 
ver ; he was a man about feventy, not very lean, but infirm, 
-fully 3s much fo as might have been expedted from that 
age. He conceived that he might have had eighty-four or 
eighty-five children. 'I hat honourable charge which he 
•poilelfed had been in.his family from the beginning of the 
2 world. 
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world, as he imagined. Indeed, if all his predeceff • - .. x 
as numerous families as lie, there was no probability of f c 
fucceflion devolving to ftrangers. He had a long e 
beard, and very moderately thick; an ornament ra>. 
Abyflinia, where they have feldom any hair upon their d 
He had round his body a fkin wrapt and tied with a bro.s. 
belt: I fhould rather fay it was an ox’s hide ; but it was fo 
feraped, and rubbed, and manufactured, that it was of the 
confidence and appearance of fhamoy, only browner in co¬ 
lour. Above this he wore a cloak with the hood up, 
and covering his head; he was, bare-legged, but had 
fandals, much like thofe upon ancient ftatues ; thefe, how¬ 
ever, he put off as foon as ever he approached the bog 
where the.Nile rifes, which we were all likewife obliged to 
do. We were allowed to drink the water, but make no 
other ufe of it None of the inhabitants of Gcelh wafh 
themfclves, or tlieir cloaths, in the Nile, but in a dream 
that falls from the mountain of Geelh down into the plain 
of Afloa, which runs fouth, and meets the Nile in its turn 
northward, pafling the country of die Gafats and Gongas.. 

The Agows,» in whofe country the Nile rifes, are, in 
point of number, one of the mod confiderable nations in 
Abyflinia; when- their whole force is raifed, which feldom 
happens, they can bring to the field 4000 horfe, and a great 
number of foot ; they were, however, once much more 
powerful; feveral unfuccefsful battles, and the perpetual 
inroads of the Galla, have much diminilhed their flrengtb 
The country, indeed, is dill full of inhabitants, but fro y 
their hidory we learn, that one dan, called Zeegam, ma.re¬ 
tained fingly a waragaind the king himfelf, from thetir c 
of. Socinios to that of Yafous the Great, who. after an, 

overc.u'-ic 
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overcame them by furprife and ftratagem; and that an¬ 
other clan, the Denguis, in like manner maintained 
the war againft Facilidas, Hannes I. and Yafous II. ail of 
them aCtive princes. Their riches, however, are ftill great¬ 
er than their power, for though their province in length is 
no where 60 miles, nor half that in breadth, yet Gondar and 
all the neighbouring country depend for the neceflaries of 
life, cattle, honey, butter, wheat, hides, wax, and a number 
of fuch articles, upon the Agows, who come conftantly in 
fucceffion, a thoufand and fifteen hundred at a time, loaded 
with thefe commodities, to the capital. 

As the dependence*upon the Agows is for their produce 
rather than on the forces of their country; it has been a 
maxim with wife princes to compound with them for an ad¬ 
ditional tribute, inftead of their military fervice; the ne- 
ceflities of the times have fometimes altered thefe wife 
regulations, and between their attachment to Fafil, and af¬ 
terwards to Ras Michael, they have been very much redu¬ 
ced, whereby the Rate hath fuffered. 

It will naturally occur, that, in a long carriage, fuch as 
that of a hundred miles in fuch a climate, butter muft 
melt, and be in a ftate of fufion, consequently very near 
putrefaction ; this is prevented by the root of an herb, cal¬ 
led ^'Moomoco, yellow in colour, and in fhape nearly re- 
fcmbling a carrot; this they bruife and mix with their but¬ 
ter, and a very fmall quantity^ preserves it frefh for a confi- 
dcrable time; and this is a great faving andconvcnience, for, 
fuppoling fait was employed, it is very, doubtful if it would 
anfwer the intention; befides, fait is a money in this coun- 
4 try. 
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try, being circulated in the form of wedges, or bricks; 
it ferves the purpofe of filver coin, and is the change of 
gold; fo that this herb is of the utmoft ufe in preventing 
the increafe in price of this neceflary article, which is the 
principal food of all ranks of people in this country. Brides 
paint their feet likewife from the ancle downwards, as 
alfo their nails and palms of their hands, with this drug. 

I brought with me into Europe a large quantity of the 
feed refembling that of coriander, and difperfed it plea- 
tifully through all the royal gardens: whether it has fuc- 
ceeded or not I cannot iay. 

Besides the market of Gondar, the neighbouring black 
favages, the woolly-headed Shangalla, purchafe the greateft 
part of thefe commodities from them, and many others, 
which they bring from'the capital when they return thence; 
they receive in exchange elephants teeth, rhinoceros horns, 
gold in fmall pellets, and a quantity of very fine cotton; of 
which goods they might receive a much greater quantity 
were they content to cultivate trade in-a fair way, with¬ 
out making inroads upon thefe favages for the fake of 
flaves, and thereby difturbing them in their occupations of 
feeking for gold and hunting the elephant 

The way this trade, though very much limited; is eflas- 
blifhed, is by two nations fending their children mutually to 
each other; there is then peace between thofe two families 
which have fuch hoftages; thefe children often intermar¬ 
ry ; after which that family is underftood to be prote<5ted y . 
and at peace, perhaps, for a generation: but fuch inftances 
are rare, the natural propenfity of both nations being to theft- 

Yol. HI. i-A. a 
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^nd plunder,; into thefe they always 1 relapfe; mutual en- 
ynity follow*.in tonfequcncc. , 

Tss^coaotry of.the Agows,called Agow-Midrb, from its 
elevation, mud be of courfc temperate arutwholefome; the 
♦days, indeed, are hot* even at Sacala, and; when- expo fed to 
the fun s >we are fenlibie of* feorching heat; but-whenever 
y OjU. Jttrcvfeated,in the. fliade, or in a houfe, the,-temperature 
it jcodl; as .there is a copftant breeze which Brakes the 
:{un tolerable even at midrda^ though we arehere but to* 
from the Line, or a few minutes. m©re. 


Though* thefe Agows are fo fortunate -in their -climate, 
<hey arc not farid to be long-livers; but their preeife age is 
verydifficuk to-afeertain to any degj^e ohtxaClnefB, as they 
have ;no .fixed or known • epoch to refer to; and, though 
tlheir country,abounds with all the neceffaries of life, their 
ypaxesy tributes, and Cervices* -efpecistUv at prelent^are fo mul- 
^ipliedi Upon them,-whilA: their did redes of late have been 
fbgreat and frequent, that they are only the manufacturers 
of the commodities they fell, to fatisfy thefe conftantcxor- 
:?dstant> demands^ and icannot- ec^oy 3 any part of their own 
fMrpduoe-themfelves^ but live in penuryfcarce to 

be conceived. We faw a number of women, wrinkled and 
rimi? burnt fo as Scarce, to appear humjan,w3Ddering about 
't lindera^burtingTun* ^hh'one^andjCom$h»d$ two children 
i ttpon the»back,gachcring-ihc feed* of borngraft to make a 
Lin4*of bread. 
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*~T«»ekxathing40f theAgowa is Ml of hides; which thejr 
fbftenand manufa&urc in a method peculiar to themfelvee,, 
and this they wear in the rainy feafon* when the weather is 
dold t for here the-rainy feafons areof loegduratian, andvio- 
lent, which ’dill ifltreafe* the nearer you approach the Line,*, 
for the rattans t have already aligned. The younger fort 
are Chiefly naked^the married women carrying? their^chil¬ 
dren about with them upon their hacks ; their rinatlung is 
like a fhktdown to their feet, and girded-with a hek oar 
girdle about their middle; the dower pdrt.oft it refembles 
a large double petticoat, oneply of which tliey tum back 
over their fhoulders, fallen in g it with a broach, orfkewer, 
across their breaft-before, andcarry their chiMrenin it be* 
hind. The women are generally thin, and, likethe mOn, 
below the middle fiase; There is nnluch thing 4te harren- 
nefs known among them. They begln to bear children 4rtM- 
fore eleven; f they marry generally about thatmge, and are 
marriageable two years before:.they dole child-bearing ; 
before they are thirty, though there are Several ialtances. to * 
the contrary. t ’ *; 4 * * - t . ■ v 

s , - - '* •„ ,« 1 J , r , * 1,, *> 

nEKoui,Sacala, Dengli, and Geeflf, 4We all calfed by the 
name of Ancafha, J Uni!their tribute ispaid^ in'honeys^ Qua- 
quera and Azena pay hon£y hkewife; Banj% honey and 
gold; Metakelj goM; Zeegam, gold. There comes frond * 
Dengla a partittslA** kind of fheep, oalled M^ 
are faid to-be*# a breed brought fwnn the fcurhwardof 
the Line; but neither fheep, butter, nor flasks make part - 
of their tribute,being referved for prefents to the king and 
great men. 

jjA 2 t ■ . Besides^ 
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* ^Bssiott what they icll, and what they pay to. the gover¬ 
nor of Daraot, the Agows have a particular- tribute which 
they prefent to the king, one thoufand dabra of honey, each 
dabra coantiniflg about *fixty pounds weighs being a large 
egrthen yeflei They pay, moreover, fifteen hundred oxen 
and rooo ounces of gold t, formerly the number oft jars of 
homey was four thoufand,,hut fewrad of theft villages being 
daily sgjjycn.Jo private., people bytthe king, the quantity is 
dfodoilhed' by the [quota h alienated. The butter, is all 
fold 3 and, fiace the fatal battle of Banja, the king’s ihare 
conae^oftly, to about one thoufand jars. The officer that 
keeps .the accounts, and fees the rents paid* is called Agow 
Mizifcer? 4 hit pollworth one thou&nd punces of gold; 
and -by this it~«ay be judged with what (economy this 
revenue if cohered. , This poft is generally the next to 
the gorernor> of Dampt* but not of courfe; they are fc- 
pwate peoyiqces, and united only by the fpecial grant of the 
fcfcg. 

AiTueu.oftjl had with me two large tents fufficient for 
myfpeople, I [Was adyifed 10 take pofleffion of the houfes to 
feporgo^mfiftsM^ thieves in, the night* as 

ado front thft affiwhf ^wild bcafls, pf f *ffcicb, this country 
tt full* > 4|tQhd every fmall colle&ionasf houfes has behind 
it ^jarge^ve, or fubterraneous,dwelling, dugip.tbe rock,, 
gf ,Ap^dig»tM [Rapacity, and which tipuft hw beeu the 
vtfoak of great labour,. poffihl* atfthisdiHance -of 

dme^jay H$he*berffhefe cayer-ps wem the ancient habita¬ 
tion of.(be Agow* when they were.Trqglodytftl, Qr whether 

- they 

fc fc tfa ■ „f ,■ „r -■ i n-i. ..— 
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tfrey wereintended for retreats upon any aiaim ofanirrup- 
don of the Galla. into their counury. 

1 At the fashe, time I tmift obferve, that all die clang er 
diftiidts pf theAgdws, have the wholemoufcrtainsof their 
country peift^atedin caves like ; thCfe; even the tlaiisof 
Zeegath and Qakt^ieta; the -firth* of which, 1 ffomitspoufer 
arififtg^frotn the populous • flateof diet ccmntry^atid the 
numberbf horfes it breeds, fee ms to have hd reaffcn toffaaf 
die irregular invafions of naked and ili-afriaed fivages fuch 
as are the Galla. The country of Zeegam, hoWever, which 
has but fewmountains, hath tnahy of thefe caserns, one 
range above another, in evetymounttin belonging to them, 
Quaquera, Indeed, border* upon the Shaifgilla; as fhefo are 
all hx>t, perfe€lly contiguous, and ft pa rated* by the river, 
the caverns wore probably intendfcdas retreatsfor cattle 
and women againft the attacks of fhofe barbarians, which 

were every minute to be apprehended, 

- s 

In-the country of theTcherat* AgoW, themotEfttains are 
all excavated like theft in Damot, although they haveno 
Galia for their neighbours Vhofo’ihVafiohs they need^be 
afraid of, LaH!*ta^de^,\heir gteat brigand (hint, about 
the twelfth centt!#y, converted rtlknf of theft caves into 
churches, as if he had corifidered therti as foFtneriy<the>Ce- 
eeptacWof fuperftitioft f At thtffe«Be*l|the^%^s€ot 
impi^lbte thnt *kfe cave*fc#%*reim#fce uHPOf'for rriigi** 
otis phrpOfet^^hatof Geeflty forin&akJb, Was probably,'in 
former tih^b^Kace of^feCret'Votflnf thdriVer, be-' 

caufe of that uf« it Hill is, not only to the inhabitants of the 
village, but to -thc ad^bly---oft-tlic dans in .general, who, 
after the ceremonies 1 hayjp jiJre^y fyoken of, retire, 

■ a then 
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th^n perform- their /acred ceremonies, to-which none btajfc 
the heads of families in the Agows country are ever ad¬ 
mitted. 

v 

When. I {hewed our landlord, Kefla Abay, the dog-flar, 
$Syrius) he knew it pcrfeftly, faying it was Seir, it was the 
itarof the river, the raef&nger of ftar-of the convocation of < 
the tribes, or of the $eaft; ,bm I could not obferve he ever 
prayed to it, or looked at it otherwise than one does to a 
dial, not mentioned . & with the refpe& he did the Abay; 
nor did he {hew any fort of attention to tho planets, or to 
any other ftar whatever.. 

Ok the 0th of^ovembfer, having finifhed memoran¬ 
dum relating to thefe remarkable places, I traced again on 
foot the ijrhok course of this- river from its fource to the 
plain of Goutta I was unattended, by any one, having with 
me only two hunting dogs, and my gun in my hand. The - 
quantity of game of all forts, efpecially the deer kind, was, 
indeed, furprifing j ,but though I was, as ufual, a very fuc- 
cel'sful fponfman, f was obliged, for want of help, to leave 
each deer where he fcbL They-deep in the wild oats, and 
do not rife till you are about to tread upon them, and then 
Rare at you for half a minute before they attempt to run off.. 

i 

The only mention I {hail make of the natural .produc¬ 
tions of this place comes the more properly in here, as it 
relates co rny account gff.thc religion of this people. In the 
writing*.od the Jefuits, the Agows are faid to worfhip canes*; 

but 


I .. I. . . . . .. . p m. . III. ... — . . . . I 

* See a rery remarkable letter of Res Sde Chriftoi to the emperor Secinioj, io Balthazar 
TcUea, too. 3. p. 4 96 , 
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l>fct of'this I could find Aotraces •among* them. I faw nt> 
plant of this kind in thdir whole country, excepting fomfc 
large bamboo-trees. This plant, in the Agows language, is 
called Krihaha. It grows in great quantity upon the fides 
of the precipice of Geefh, and helps to conceal the cavern 
we have already mentioned; but* though' we tut feveral 
pieces of thefe canes, they fhewed no fort of emotibxi, not 
to be the leaft interefled in what We weredoing. 

1 / 

OUr bufmefs being now done, nothing remained 
but to depart. We had pafled our time in perfect har¬ 
mony ; the addrefs of Woldo, and the great attachment of 
our friend lrepone,had kept our houfe in a chcarful abun¬ 
dance. We had lived, it is true, too magnificently for phi- 
lofophers, but; neither idly nor riotoully; and I believe ne¬ 
ver will any fovereign of Geefh. be again fo popular, or 
reign over his fubjefts with greater mildnefs. I had prac- 
tifed medicine gratis, and killed, for three days fucceffively, 
a cow each day for the poor and the neighbours. I had 
eloathed the high prieft of the Nile from head to foot, as 
alfo his two fans, and had decorated two of his daughters 
with beads of all the colours of the rainbow, adding eve¬ 
ry other little prefent they feeined fond of, or that,we 
thought would be agreeable. As for our amiable Irepooe, 
we had referved for her the choicell of our prefents, the 
moll valuable of every article we had with us, and % large 
proportion of evqry one of them j wc gaye her, befides, fome 
gold; but fhe, more generous and nobler in her femiments 
than us, feeined to pay Itttle attention to tlicfc that anr 
nounced to her the reparation from her friend ; fhe tore 
her fine hair, which fhe had every day before braided in a 
newer and more graceful manner; fhe threw herfclf upon 
a '* the 
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the ground in'the feoufc, andfefufed to fee usfnount o* 
horfeback, or tadfie our leave, and came not to the door till 
we were already fef out, then followe 4 <w w^h hof good 

wi£be$ and her eyes as far as £be could fee or be heard. 

% 

. r, t 

I took my leave of Kefla Abay, the venerable prieft of 
the mod, famous river in the world, who recommended me 
with great earneftnefs to the care of his god, which, as 
Strates humoroufly enough obferved, meant nothing lefs 
than he hoped the devil would take me, All the young 
men in the village, with lances and fhields, attended us to. 
Saint Michael Sacala, that is, to the borders of their courts 
try, and end of my little fovereignty. 
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WHICH »U AT 00ftDA*»tN A&YSSIN^ IV JJftltlrsAt 4 
THIOOOH A FCNK1L OF OKB FOO#dm*|* ; 


The rain began this year on, the,6Hfc«f Maipi 
in (bowers, that !afU4 only 
i ft of March andthelaA ofAffril, V 


w & 

i. 17R0M thfc‘ tft 'to (he 6tb, 

F From^ $h taflhe 8th. ;ild 

From the I9lh %^ri2th U^M^ue^y^the flight, 4 .711; 

19. a X3 

21. At >* ** 

27. At &<* tiie 1 *$i* 

vol.iS. 


29. At 


**!« 

•H* 


. J ( ' .746 ) ’ 

MAY. '■'.%•*■ •,V " INCHES. 

49. At 3 info? afternoon frequent fhowers of light rain. 

It cq^tfmied one hour 30 minutes,*, -487 

■•J -'’ Totairaia&tW&gr,.- 2.717 


;J U f N E. 


i. 

"2. 

* 


jo. 

IX. 

* 2 . 


* 6 . 


! 7 ‘ 

18. 


| 9 - 

2a 

21. 


At 12 ftoon^light rain for 15 minutes, 

Between 12 o’clock night it has rained 30 minute*, in 
fmaH fhbwe^ which ladled 5 or 6 minutes at a time, 
At 819 th#mqrping ?fiight foowers for 30 minutes. 
Between' 6 and 10 in the^moming four fmall ihowers, 
that lafted 32 minutes, and at 12 a very gentle rain 
that lafted 15 minutes, ; ’ 

It has rained very fciplently &r 6 kours 30 minutes. 
Between 2 and 6 in the afternoon, at three feveral times, 
f ’kt has r^ned zo minutes, - 

At noon a violent rain for one hour 30 ininutes. At half 
, .jfj&ft 1 in the afternoon light rain for an hour. At 4 
' k afternoon, ftghtrainfbr 30 minutes. At half paft fix 
; fame afternoon, a very gentle rain for 3 hours, 
|p^€^44»d 5 iditernopn it rained twiee for 15 mi- 
b# ri<>t pereejtfible in the recipient, 

^efegeea z,and 6 aftemoop i^ has rained three times 
"fmart fhowers, in all about 20 minutes, 

Them follia th©jft*ght fmall rain for an hour. 

At 1 afternoon there was a ftroiig . footer for 15 mi¬ 
nutes. At half pail 1 another for 45 minutes. Same 
day at 6 afternoon, it rained, at intervals for 2 
hours, - - - 

At half after ,2 afternoon it began to ra^n .violently with 
intervals. At night a Ifight fhower for £0 ,miputes. 
At twelve nopo there w^sn vgry flight fhower for 6 mi- 
„ U.utql ;Aj. lialf paft 3, f^xne day, a fowl! ftfower that 
lafleji 30 minutes- At 8 o’clock evening If began to 
fofo* fmartly at iUterva^^r^ hqu^, ^ - , 

At paft 11 it.d|u^f^)teiitly wifo'founder and 

lightning for abcut*2 hoars; At halfjseft 4 in the 
4 evening 


.028 

.049 

.014 


.03 x 
•342 

.014 


.421 





.118 


.171 
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evening it rained, with intervals, In all about 45 mi¬ 
nutes, - " r .330. 

22. Athairpaft I2‘noort,,it rained anhour, ^ .175 

23. At one o’clock afternoon flight fhowers for 2 hours. 

Heavy rain in the night for 4 hours, - - .35S 

25. At a quarter paft one afternoon, a final! fliower, which 

lafted one hour 35 minutes. At night it rained ©tie hour 
30 minutes; heavy rain with thunder and lightning, .33^ 

26. At two in the afternoon, violent ram with intervals for ,30 

minutes. At half paft five it fanned for 30 minutei j 
and the beginning of the night for three boors, - .233 

27. At a quarter paft twelve, a fmall fhower for one hour 45 

minutes, and at night a moderate fhower,. - .302 

28. At half_ paft twelve, a gentle rain; , At 50 minutes after r 

twelve, violent. At two in the afternoon very gentle 
rain for 15 minutes; and at 7, moderate fain for one 
hour and 30 minutes, - - - ,290’ 

29. At 1 in* the *aftefnoon, light rain, but a heaver rairf ; 

muft have fallen fomewhere elle, as the river Kahhh 
is overflowed, - - - • - * .092 

30. At noon a very gentle rain for 15 minutes, ' - .002 

'total ttia in Jatfe,'* r ‘ 4.307 


■ 4 , v -■ - * 

, July, ; 

1. At 20 minutes paft eleven, ftrong raid fot 30 minutes, 

with fome foowers through the night, 1 2 3 4 5 - V306 

2. At half paft eleven, ai fmall mower for 30 minutes, and 

then, at twelve, a violent- fhower, wind fouth-weft, 

for 45 minutes, - - * .792- 

3. It rained .at fourin the afternoon, arid* ih the night, • » .31 j> 

4. It rained from twelve to two, and in the night likewife, .390 

5. It rained at noon, and feme in the might, \ , - .029 

7. It rained and hailed violently. It rained in the night 

likewife, - - * v( ) - '\i 1.686 

8 Light rain in the ri&ht, * >:?»> ■ — .03S.* 

».t ' . flight 
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9. Light rain for a few minutes, and nd morfc all day; but 
iheriver Kithha has fuddeniy overflowed, aha there 
* is t^T 1 min on the Mountain of die Sun,' 

10. No rain,''-;' :v l ■ - - 

11. pittdji,---* - - -'-f • ' u •' 

12'. At fiflfln hour paft nooh it rained violently, 

13. Violent rain at mid-day, and alfo in the night • 

14. A few light fhowers night and* day, 

15. A fmall (bower in the evening, and another in the night, 

16. ^N'd''ntah, 1 . >’ 

17. A fmall fhower at one in the afternoon, and flying 

fhowers throughout the day. It rained at ten at 
night violently, ‘ - 

i,8. A gentle fhower at noon, but continued raining in the 
night, - , - 

19. Light fhowers all the night, . - 

20. It rained all night till eight o’clock next morning, 

a 1. Light fhowers in the afternoon, but violent rain in the 
night, 

22. Light fhowers in the evening, 

23.lt rained one fhower at half paft ten in the morning, 

24. Light fhowers night and day, 

35. Lights rains and frequent, 

26. Lightfhowers throughout the evening, 

27. light terns, • - ' 

28. Kyingfhowers, - - - - - 

39. Ditto, - 

30. Light fhowers, , 

31. Flying light fhowers night and day, 


INCHES. 


. 01 ' 


.422 

1.185 

•°54 

.251 


.C58 

• 4 6 d 


.2 


J/ 


.714 

1.329 
.174 
.107 
.226 
.01 c 
.081 
.148 
.070 
.081 
.013 
.292 


Total rainjn July, 10.089 


AUGUST. 


1. Light rain ih the aften^jon, ** - .056 

2. It rained in the night fmartly, - - .329 

3. It rained at noon violently, - : , ' - - _ ’ 1 * 3 1 ^ 

4. It rained from mid-day to evening, and foflae fhowers in 

tbemght, • 'V - '*•< - 1 - 7 2 3 

5. At 



August. 


inches. 


5. At 2 in the afternoon it began to rain violently for 2 

boiura, ■ 4 - -a.. - - 1.042 

6 . Smart fhowers at different times in the evening and night, .490 

7. It rain’ed in the night, - - .580 

8 . Light rain in the night, - - ,053 

9. Flying {bowers through the day, but for 6 minutes. 

Evening very violent, - - .186 

10. Smart Ihowers in the evening and night, * .342 

11.&12. Frequent fhowers, with a high wind, - 1.184 

13. & 14. Light rain the firft day, but violent on the fccond, 1.423 

15. Fair all day, but rained at night, - .475 

16. Flying fhowers night and day} , - .144 

17. A very violent fhower of £hort duration, - .371 

18. & 19. Several fmaU fliowere,' V ~ .609 

20. &21. Frequent light fhowers, - - .236 

22. & 23. Conftantraih, r.502 

24. Frequent fhpwers in the evening, - .306 

25. & 26. Conftantrain, - „ . , - 1.763 

'I'j. Frequent {howers, - . - * .289 

28. Ditto, * .280 

29. It rained in the night, . » . ‘f, . " .355 

30. Ditto, - ». v * , .302 

31. Ditto, * ; ‘... „r\ ‘ *2 it 


Total rain in Auguft,., 15.569 


SEPT E M B E R. 

1 

~t* $*>$,* '‘*'^44 ■ < • ’ 

1. It rained in the night, , - .07$ 

2. Ditto, - , - - .107 

3. & 4. Frequent fhowers night and day, v .358 

3. & 6. Ditto, - - .568 

7. It rained in the night otdyj - .213 

8. No rain, - - — 

9. It rained violently for a few minutes at 8 in the 

Evening, 4,- «■- >• -°55 

10. No rain, - - ——— 

11. It rained in the ujgjht only, * - .227 

12. It rained fmartly ibdhe night, - ,566 

iji No 
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13. No rain, 

14. Light {bowers in the day, 

15. Freqheht £Ko'<Msrs night and day, 

16. It rained n-little in the night, 

18. No rain, 

19. Ditto, 

20. Flying fhowers night and day, 

21. No rain, 

22. Ditto, - •• 

23. Some ram in the night, 

24. Ditto, , 

25. The rain coded* 

¥ 

Total rain i 

r 

N. B. This is the feftival of the Crofs in Egypt, 
when the inundation begins to abate. It rains no 
more in Abyffinia till towards the beginning of No- 
* vember, and then only for a few days j but thefe 
are the rains Abyffinia cannot want for their latter 
crops,, and it was for thefe the Agows prayed when 
we were at the fountains of the Nile the 5th of 
November 1770*. 
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.042 

•i59 

.132 

.263 


*039 

.026 


a September, 3.834 


STATE 



STATE 


OF THE 

QUANTITY OF RAIJ*-WA 

WHICH FELL IN ABYSSINIA AT KOSCAM, THR^QIMIEN’s PALACIj 
IN I77I, DURING THE RAINY MONTHS," 

THROUGH A FUNNEL 01 ONE FOOT ENGLISH IN DIAMETER, AS IN 
THE PRECEDING TEAR I 77 O. .* 


FEBRUARY 


23. HPHIS day it rained, for the firft time, from a 
X. quarter before four o’clock afternoon to 
half paft four ditto, 

28. It rained in the night one hour and a quarter, 


INCHES. 

.003 

.001 


MARCR 

* «' - 


4. It rained in the night near two hours fmall rain, .042 
7. It rained a fmall fhower in the evening, .014 

12. It raided three quart#® of an hour this afternoon, .017 
24. It rained and hailed violently for 18 minutes in 

the night, - * *017 


29, It 


IJARCH. t f INCHES. 

29. It rained an hour and a half in the afternoon, .066 

30. It rained bard in the night, - .504 

Total rain in February and March, .664 


APRIL. 

3. It rained, or rather hailed, nine minutes, ' —— 

5. It rained an hour in the afternoon, - .067 

8. Small rain at intervals throughout the afternoon, .002 

10. It raine 4 ^an hour in the night, • - .003 

30. It rained one hour and a quarter in the night, .013 

Total run iri April, .085 


MAY. 

1. From the 31ft uk. to this day, at different times, .330 
3. It rained hard in the night, - . - , .355 

6 . It has rained violently fmce three in the afternoon, 

wind S. FL variable, - - .095 

7. It has rained heavily in the night, wind varying 

from N. to S. and S. W. - .368 

8. It rained fmall rain in the afternoon* .042 

11. It has rained fmall rain this afternoon, wind N. W. .002 
14 It has rained littce vefterday at three all night, and 

till noon to-day, - - .675 

27. From yefterday at two P. M. it rained to half paft 
fix, and heavily mo ft put of the night, wind va¬ 
rying from N. to S. - - .634 

1 

Total rain in May, 2.501 

*>• 


* 
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it From yefterday at noon, in the night,* and this 


day, wind W. S. W. - - .212 

3. At night, fouth, - - .002 

5. It rained in the night, S. W. - - .223 

6. Ditto, - .006 

9. It rained in the night and afternoon, wind W. by S. .725 

10. Ditto, - - .463 

11. It rained in the night, - - .343 

13. It rained from the 12th, at noon, to the 13th at 

ten, S. S. W. - - 1,265 

14. It rained from three till feven, - .120 

15. It rained laft night from fun-fet till midnight, S. .160 

N. B. The 16th at night, is the day the Egyp¬ 
tians fay the Nile ferments, and is troubled, by fall¬ 
ing of the nu&a. 


18. After three days fair, wind frefh, N. it began to 
rain yefterday, and rained three quarters of an 


hour, wind varying from north to weft, .49c 

19. It rained with intervals from four to ten laft 

night, wind north, varying by eaft to fouth, 
and fouth-weft, where it fell calm, and rained 
violently, - - .53c 

20. It rained from a quarter before fix, till ten at night, 

wind at north, frdh ; changed to eaft, then to 
fouth, and there fell calm ; violent thunder and 
lightning, - - .635 

21. It began to rain yefterday at three, and rained till 

near five ; wind changed from north to fouth, 
and fell cahn ; cleared with wind at north, ,550 

22. It began to rain at three, and rained til) five; wind 

changed from north to eaft, then to fouth, and 
fell calm j cleared with wind at north ; fair all 
night, - • 1 4 V 

25. It has been fair till yefterday evening: at three it 
Vou III. 5 G began 
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began raining, and rained till five this morning, 
a few drops ; wind north, - .067 

a 6. It rained finall rain at lev oral times yefterday after¬ 
noon, and a few drops this morning, wind N. 
calm ; at ten it came to fouth and then to weft, .12c 
*7. It railed yefterday afternoon from four to five; 
wind changed from north to weft, but fpcedily 
returned to north, frelh, - .054 

2S. 6C29. It rained the 27th in the afternoon and in the 
night, wind at north. Yefterday it rained finall 
rain all day till five, and cleared in the night, 
with wind at north, - - .260 

Total rain in June, 6.388 


JULY. 

1. There fell fmall fhowers the night of the 29th and 

of the 30th, - - .093 

3. There fell a fmall fhower the fecond in the after¬ 

noon, and laft night hard, - .267 

4. It rained finall rain at noon. From two, and all 

night, heavy and conftant rain. It thundered 
from noon till three, - - .373 

5. It rained all yefterday afternoon, and by intervals, 

till nine at night. Small rain this morning; 
calm ; W. S. \V. and S. W. - .42 3 

6. It rained yefterday afternoon and in the night; 

S. \V. - - - .489 

N. B. The 6th of July is the firft of the month 
I-Iainlie, and of the Egyptian month Abib. It is 
this day'' they firft begin to erv the Nile’s increal’e 
in the ftreets of Cairo,. The night before, or 30th 
of Sennc, is culled at Cairo the Eide el Biftnuara, 
or the eve of good news, becaufe, after having mea- 
fured at the Mikeas, they come and tell at Cairo 
that to-inorrow they begin to count the Nile’s ri- 
fing. 

7. It 
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iv.’iin: 
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7. It rained from two in the afternoon till four, and 
fromteu till midnight, 

10. It rained yelfernight, and in the afternoon and 
night the day before, 

11. It rained till yeilcnhty afternoon : in flic night a 
violent (bower that killed 39 minutes; wind 
fouth by well, 

12. It rained a little from two toth v* in the afternoon, 
hut in the night violently for a ihoit time, 

13. It rained yeileniay from three quarters pall twelve 
till midnight; \V. S. \V. calm, 

14. It rained all ycfterJ.iy afternoon till midnight, 

15. It rained the 14th in the afternoon, and the 15th 
a lew ihowers through the day, 

16. It rained in the nigln, and final! rain in the af¬ 
ternoon, 

17. It rained in the afternoon two Ihowers, and in the 
night a little ; S. \V. 

19. It rained in the afternoon the 1 7th and lrth, and 
the 18th only in the night, 

20. It rained yefterdav from two till halt pad ten con- 
11 ant rain, and the hail lay all the a.tcrnoon on 
the hills S. E. of the town; very cJ.d wind; 
8. by Yvh 

•21. & 22. It rained hut one final! ll.ower the 20th, th .• i •?. 

it rained little in the afternoon, but iiard in 
the night, 

24. It rained in the morning of yefterdav only, fair 
in the afternoon ; to-day, in the morning, fair 
in the night, 

■:y It rained all vjlerduy afternoon, and ad lMs 
morning finall rain, hut none in the night, 

28. From the 25th in the afternoon to this day at 

noon, 

29. From the 28th at noon to the 20th it rained in 

the lull part of the night, but was fair all after¬ 
noon and this morning. 

From the 29th at noon, to the 31 ft at ditto, 



1.162 


• 3 IC ) 


•739 


1 (> 


. 200 

.212 

.Ml * 


I. 


1 


r 


i.tf- 

.:66 

• 45 - 


Total rain in Julv, 14.360 

$ C z AE t • \ ■' • t, 


t 





( 7 S*> ) 




AUGUST. 


i. It rained yefterday afternoon, but in the night little. 

To day fair, - *544 

4. It rained only the third in the evening, and night 

and this morning, - 1.188 

5. It rained yefterday evening and in the night, till 

11009 little, - _ .544 

6. It rained yefterday afternoon, and all night, and 

a little this morning, - .250 

8. It was fair thefe two days, and only rained one 

hard fliower laft night,. - .178 

9. It rained laft night only, was fair all day, and is this 

morning, - .214 

1 o. It rained yefterday all the afternoon, and the firft 

of the night. To-day fair, .869 

11. Tt rained in the night yefterday; all day and this 

morfiing fair, - - .188 

12. It rained a fmall (hower yefterday afternoon, and 

in the night a little, - .268 

13. It rained yefterday at three a hard (hower, and 

a little in the night, - .308 

14. It rained, a few drops in the day, and a haj;d 

(hower at night, - - • .360 

15. It rained a hard (hower near three, and at ten 

at night, - ^386 

16. In the night, - .027 

17. It rained hard feveral times in the evening and 

night, - - *831 

18. It rained hard yefterday afternoon, and in the 

night, - - *3 2 9 

19. It rained all day, but not hard, , *- .491 

20. It rained in the afternoon only, .010 

21. Ditto, - “ , *097 

22. It was fair all yefterday, and rained only a hard 

(hower at 9, - *4 2 4 

,23. It rained hard at noon, and the evening, with little 
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Intervals, tall 9 at night, and again this morning at 
fun-rife till 7, - 1.148 

24. It did not rain yefterday, . - - —— 

25. It rained an hour between two and three, .332 

26. It rained a (mail fhower yefterday, and none in the 

night, - - .005 

27. It rained a hard fhower at four, and this day at 12 

morning, the night clear, - .268 

28. It rained hard yefterday at 2 for a few minutes, .201 

29. It rained a hard fhower for near an hour, after 

two, but clear all night and this morning, 450 

30. & 31. It rained a fmall fhower the 30th, and heavily for 

a quarter of an hour the 31ft, at night, at ten, .109 

Total rain in Auguft, 10.01 g 


SEPTEMBER. 

2. It rained yefterday a hard fhower in the evening, 

and at ten at night, - .664 

3. It rained only a few drops, which did not appear 

in the funnel, - - ■ —» — 

4. It rained from noon till fun-fet yefterday, with hard 

and violent thunder: night fair, 1.739 

N. B. It is obferved at Gondar, the Pagomen is 
always rainy. It begins this year the 4th, and con- 
fifts of fix days, being Leap Year. 

5. It rained yefterday all afternoon, fmall rain, .399 

6 . It rained yefterday all afternoon, and fmall rain in 

the night till ten, - .306 

7. It rained from before noon till four, fmall rain j 

the night fair. Wind high at north, .846 

8. It rained from noon for an hour, fmall rah, .214 

4 9 - 
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9. It rained a fraall fhower at noon; clouds drive 

from eaft to weft; wind north, - , .107 

10. Saint John’s day, no rain, - , —— 

n. It rained from noon till five o’clock, wind W. 

cold; clouds drive from eaft and weft, 1.135 

12. It rained a fmart fhower a little before noon. 

Clouds drive from eaft and from weft, .214 

13. It rained a fmall fhower a little after noon. Cold 

and calm. Clouds drive from eaft and weft, .035 

14. It rained fmall rain from noon to three, and hard 

from eleven till 'near midnight, - .344 

15. It was fair all yefterday, but rained hard for a few 

minutes at {even, and alfo a little before mid¬ 
night, from the eaft, - ,iS6 

16. No rain to-day, — 

18. It rained a fmall fhower laft night, and to-day at 

noon, - - .053 

19. It rained and hailed violently in the afternoon, 1.096 

Total rain in September, 7.33S 


The rain totally ceafed the 19th, none having 
fallen from this day to the 25th. 

Saint John’s day is the time obferved for the rains be¬ 
ginning to abate. 

N. B. At the 5th of October the people were all 
crying for rain ; the ground all in cracks, and 
teff in the blade burnt up. 


TOTAL 



TOTAL of RAIN that fell in ABYSSINIA in the Tears 1770 and 
1771, in the Rainy Months, 


GONDAR. KOSCAM. 


1 770. 


March 

INCHES. 

& 

. .039 

April, 


May, . . 

2.717 

June, 

4 - 3^7 

J ul 7 , 

10.089 

Augull, . 

x 5 - 5 6 9 

September, 

2.834 


35-555 


1 77 


February, J 

INCHES. 

& V 

. .664 

March, J 


April, . 

.085 

May, 

2.501 

Jane, . . 

6.388 

J llI y» • • 

14.360 

Auguft, 

10.019 

September, . 

7-338 


41-355 


r\D OF ‘THE THIRD VOLVUB, 










